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THE 


VICTORIES AND CONQUESTS 


OF 


THE BRITISII ARl\IY. 


SALA1\IANCA. 


Results of the battle.-Operations.-Surprise at l\lajalahonda.- 
Capture of the Retiro.-Occupation of l'tladrid. 


SALA
IANCA, \vhether considered \vith regard to 
its merits as a battle, or its results as a victory, 
stands foremost among the Peninsular contests. 
l\lany and peculiar traits distinguish it froin 
every previous encounter. It \vas coolly and ad- 
visedly fought, by comluanders confident in them- 
selves, satisfied ,vith the strength and 1l1atériel of 
their armies, jealous of each other's reputation- 
and stimulated, by every longing after military 
glol), to exhaust the resources of their genius 
and experience, to secure a successful issue. N 0- 
thing could surpass l\IarLnont's beautiful manæu- 
vring for consecutive days, \vhile moving round 
the British flank, except the countervailing ra- 
pidity \vith \vhich his talented opponent defeated 
VOL. II. B 
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SALAl\lAN CA. 


every effort to outflank him, and held the l\Iar- 
shal constantly in check. At two, on the 22nd, 
the French l\larshal threatened an attack; at four, 
he was himself the assailed. The same mistake 
that lost l\Iarengo, involved ruin and defeat at 
Salamanca. One false mOVelTIent, that Inight 
have been easily corrected before a slower leader 
could see and seize the momentary advantage, 
brought on a crisis that clouded the French des- 
tinies in Spain, by removing the delusory belief 
that their afins should. eventually prove in- 
vincible. 
A conflict, close and desperate like that of Sa]a- 
manca, conferred a sanguinary victory, \vhile it 
involved a still bloodier defeat. The allied loss, 
in killed ana wounded, exceeded five thousand 
men, and this, of course, fell chiefly on the British. 
The Portuguese, comparative]y, suffered little- 
and the Spaniards, being entirely non-combatant, 
had very few casualties to record. * The only 
post intrusted-and most unhappily - to their 
charge, was the castle of Alba; and this was aban- 
doned \vithout a shot, leaving Clausel a safe re- 
treat, while its vigorous occupation must have 
produced his total ruin. 
The French loss was never correctly ascer- 
tained. Two eagles, eleven pieces of cannon, 
seven thousand prisoners, and as many dead sol- 
diers left upon the field, were the adrnitted tro- 



 "Details", &c. 



SALAl\IANCA. 



 


phies of British victory. Among the C01l11nand- 
ing officers of both ar1l1ies, the casualties were 
Ï1ulnense: of the British,. Le l\larchant was killed; 
Beresford, Cole, Leith, Cotton, and Alten ,vound- 
ed. The French ,vere equally unfortunate. The 
generals of brigade, Thomieres, Ferey, and Des- 
graviers were killed. l\Iarmont, early in the day, 
mutilated by a shell;t Bonnet severely, and Clau- 
sel slightly, ,vounded. 
The light division, when morning da\vned, 
continued its advance, crossing the Tormes at 
Huerta; ,vhile the heavy Gernlans, under Bock, 
overtook the French rear-guard in position on 
the heights of La Serna, protected by S01l1e 
squadrons of hussars. These were dispersed by 
a charge of the 11th and 16th-,vhile the heavy 
brigade rode directly at the squares, and broke 
them by a furious onset. Numbers were cut 
do,vn -others saved thelTIselves by thro,ving a,,"ay 
their arms, hiding in the "roods, and after\vards 
joining the retreating colunlns. In this spirited 
affair nearly one thousand prisoners fell into the 
hands of the victors. 
As a cavalry exploit, that of La Serna has 


· "Details," &c. 
t It broke his right arm, wounded him in the side, and 
obliged him to be carried frOill the field in a litter, by relays 
of grenadiers, as any rougher n1ethod of conveyance was in- 
tolerable. After the marshal was removed, Clause] supplied 
his place with high credit to himself, both during the engage- 
luent, and in the retreat on Val1adolid. 


B
 



4 


SALAMANCA. 


rarely been equalled, and never, in its brilliant 
results, surpassed. Bock's casualties were compa- 
ratively trifling, amounting in killed and wouuded 
only to some seventy or eighty men. 
Clausel, who cOlnmanded ell chef after Mar- 
mont ,vas disabled, retreated with great rapidity. 
Vie\ved frOlTI the summit of La Serna, the French 
exhibited a countless mass of all arms, confusedly 
intermingled. While the range perlTIitted it, the 
horse artillery annoyed them \vith round.shot- 
but, by rapid lTIarching, they gradually disappear- 
ed-while, opportunely, a strong corps of cavalry 
and a brigade of guns joined from the army of 
the north, and covered the retreat until they fell 
back upon their reserves. 
Although SalalTIanCa ,vas in every respect a 
decisive battle, ho\v much more fatal must it 
not have proved, had darkness not shut in and 
robbed the conquerors of half the fruits of vic- 
tory? The total deJnolition of the French left 
was effected by six o'clock, and why should the 
right attack have not been eq uall y successful? 
Had such been the case, in what a hopeless situa- 
tion the broken army must have found itself! 
The Tormes behind, a reserve of three entire divi- 
sions, who during the contest had scarcely dra\vl1 
a trigger, ready to assail in front-nothing could 
have averted total ruin-and to the French, Sala- 
manca would have proved the bloodiest field on 
record. One great error stripped victory of its 
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results. Either the small force by ,vhich the Ara- 
piles ,vas defended had been undervalued, or in- 
competent means employed by Lord "r ellington 
to carry it. Unfortunately a Portuguese brigade 
had been intrusted ,yith that service. They ,vere 
admirably led on - conquest ,vas on the ,ving 
around them - every,vhere the advance of the 
British ,vas triumphant - their numerical force 
\vas five tinles greater than that of the defenders 
of the height; but the attack ,vas feebly made, 
and, on the sho,v of a determined resistance, as 
quickly abandoned. This unexpected reverse in- 
duced Bonnet's corps to rally - and by it, the 
fourth division ,vas suddenly and unexpectedly 
assailed. A plunging fire from the Arapiles fell 
upon their flank and rear - the tide of battle 
turned - the fourth gave ,yay - and, as yet un- 
tamed by British steel, the enenlY cheered loud- 
ly and rushed on - and had not Clinton's divi- 
sion been promptly carried into action, it is hard 
to conjecture 'v hat serious results n1Ïght have 
arisen from this singular repulse. }"inally, the 
battle ,vas restored and ,von - but an imnlense 
w
ste of blood and time supervened. The pro- 
tracted struggle entailed on the victors a des- 
perate loss, and secured the vanquished from 
total ruin. Favoured by the darkness, l\Iarn1ont's 
routed columns renloved themselves from the 
field, ,vhile gUlls and trophies* ,vere secured by 


.. 
Ir. Southey, alluding to the eagles taken at Salamanca, 
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the retiring arn1Y, that, ,vith one hour's light, 
must have fallen into the hands of the con- 
querors. 
Still, and with all these mischances, Salamanca 
,vas a great and influential victory. Accidental 
circumstances perlnitted Clausel to withdraw a 
beaten army froln the field, and a fortunate junc- 
tion of those arlns, which alone could cover 
his retreat, enabled him, ,vith little loss, to out- 
march his pursuers, preserve his conl1nunications, 
and fall back upon his reserves. Bu
 at Sala- 
lllHnca the delusory notion of French superiori- 
ty ,vas destroyed. 
I'he enen1Y discovered that 
they Inust measure strength with opponents in 
every point their eq uals. The confidence of 
\vavering allies was confirmed; while the evacu- 
ation of Madrid, the abandonlnent of the siege 


gravely observes. "It is said that more than ten were cap- 
tured, but that there were men base enough to conceal them, 
and sell them to persons in Salamanca, who deemed it good 
policy, as well as a profitable speculation, to purchase them for 
the French." 
Nothing can exceed the absurdity of this statement. The 
capture of so many trophies could not have been achieved with- 
out a correspondent notoriety-and those who were fortunate 
enough to win them, knew that the gallant deed would secure 
both honours and promotion. Is it probable, that the daring 
spirit who rushed into the deadly mélée and seized the proud 
emblelll of victory, would barter it, when won, for a paltry con- 
sideration? It is indeed a sweeping slander on British sol- 
diers, to insinuate that out of ten brave and devoted men-for 
brave and devoted they must have been to do that deed-eight 
were the sordid wretches which Dr. Southey has depicted them. 
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of Cadiz, the deliverance of Andalusia and Cas- 
tille from military occupation, and the impossi- 
bility of reinforcing Napoleon during his northern 
canlpaign, by sparing any troops from the corps 
in the Peninsula - all these great results were 
among the important consequences that arose 
from l\Iarmont's defeat upon the Tormes. 
The joy evinced by the inhabitants of Sala- 
Inanea, at the total discomfiture of their French 
oppressors, ,vas only equalled by the despair ,vith 
,vhich th
 regressive movelnent of Lord 'Vel- 
lington from the line of the Agueda had pre... 
viously been \vitnessed. From all the high 
grounds about the city, the changes of the fight 
had been \vatched \vith painful anxiety; and 
,vhen the struggle ended and the day ,vas won, 
111ules and cars loaded \vith refreshments \vere 
despatched from Salalnanca to the field of battle, 
\vhere they arrived before break of day. Hos- 
pitals \vere prepared for the reception of the 
wounded, and every exertion elnployed to as- 
suage the sufferings of their gallant allies. High 
mass \vas celebrated in the cathedral,. and a \vild 
display of popular exultation was every\vhere 
visible in the streets. All had assumed the ap- 
pearance of a carnival; and the guitar and cas- 
tanet \vere heard at midnight in the sarne square 
that, a short period before, had started at "the 
beat to arms." 


:j{c " Details," &c. 
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Lord "r ellington, who had been present while 
mass ,vas celebrated for his victory,* without de- 
lay commenced his march southward, and moved 
as rapidly as he could, in the vain hope of over- 
taking the enelTIY's rear-guard. Clause], intend- 
ing to join the army of the nortb, fell back on 
Arivalo; but Joseph Buonaparte, on learning 
l\Iarmont's defeat, bad retreated himself-and thus 
Clausel was obliged to change his line for that of 
the Call1ino Real, in order to cross the Duero at 
Tudela. 1"here, too, he failed in effecti?g his ex- 
pected junction with the troops that had gar- 
risoned .l\Iadrid; and abandoning his hospitals at 
\r al1ado1id, he fell back at once on Burgos. 
The British advance was unopposed. Every- 
where the conquerors were received with vivas; 
while fruit, wine, and every refreshment they 
could command, were libera11y supplied then] by 
the Spanish peasantry. At Valladolid all hope of 
coming up with Clausel ended; and Lord \Vel- 
lington halted on the 
joth of July to enable 
the rear to close. Then turning at once, he 
quitted his previous route, and took the road to 
the capital. 


'i\I< "I was much struck with the simplicity of the Duke of 
Wellington's attire, who wore a light grey pelisse coat, single- 
breasted, without a sash, and white neck-handkerchief, with his 
sword buckled round his waist, underneath the coat, the hilt 
merely protruding, u.ith a cocked hat under his arm. He 
stood with his face towards the altar during the prayer offered 
up for the success of our arms."-Leith Hay. 
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Nothing impeded the victor's march as he 
moved direct on 
Iadrid. On the 6th of August, 
"r ellington halted at CueHar, leaving Clinton's 
division there, ,,"ith the regiments that had suf- 
fered on the 21st most severely, to observe any 
movement that l\Iarmont's corps might make. 
Next morning he moved upon the capital, ,vhiJe 
Hill's division marched on Zafra. 
Nothing checked Lord "r ellington's movement 
on l\Iadrid. On the 7th of August he reached Se- 
govia; and on the 9th, San Ildefonso,* the magni- 
ficent SUlllrner residence of the Spanish monarchs. 
There he halted to aIIO'\,r his right to come up; 
and alnong the exquisite groves and gardens that 
formed a favourite retreat to a kingly race for 
centuries, the conquerors of Salamanca rested. 
On the 11th, the Inarch "ras resunled; and as the 
passes of the Guadaralna ,vere undefended, the 
allies entered N e,v Castille ,,,ithout any opposi- 
tion, and halted ,vithin a march of l\Iadrid. 
After a careful reconnoissance in company ,vith 
hi
 lieutenant, l\Iarshal Jourdan, Joseph Buona- 
parte declared that the capital ,vas untenable, and 
retreated on Aranguez, after leaving a garrison 
in the Retiro.t 
On the evening of the 11 th, the arnlY of Lord 
"7 enington ,vas comfortably bivouacked three 
miles in the rear of l\lajalahonda. The Portu- 


.. "Details," &c. 


+ " Details," &c. 
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guese cavalry, under D'Urban, forming the ad- 
vanced guard, were pushed forward a mile be- 
yond the village, in '\vhich t\VO regilnents of Ger- 
man dragoons, and l\Iacdonald's brigade of horse- 
artiUery, '\vere posted to support them. Some 
trifling skirmishing had taken place during the 
day, between the Portuguese cavalry and the 
French lancers, who formed part of Joseph's Buo- 
naparte's escort, but it led to no serious result. 
No hostile movement ,vas apprehended-all fore- 
told a quiet night -when suddenly the horse- 
artiUery opened in front of the village, and an- 
nounced that the outposts were attacked. In a 
fe\v minutes it was ascertained that the Portu- 
guese dragoons had given way. Their flight "\-vas 
lnost disgraceful; they rode off at speed, without 
crossing a sabre, leaving their brave supporters, 
the horse-artillery, surrounded by the enemy. 
Nor was theirs a momentary panic-the fugitives 
dashed through the village of l\lajalahonda, '\vith- 
out an attelnpt to rally-while many of the star- 
tled horsemen were cut. do,vn before they could 
reach their saddles, and their colonel was killed in 
the act of dressing. Eut still, though surprised, the 
Germans maintained their well-won reputation; 
these gallant troopers charged as they best could; 
and in small bodies, sword in hand, met, checked, 
and at last fairly drove back the lancers. The 
cowardice of the Portuguese on this occasion was 
indefensible - they had scarcely a casualty to 
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sho\v-,vhile, of the brave men who fought so 
gallantly, half-arlned and surprised, t\VO hundred 
,vere put hors de c01Jlbat, one hundred and t\venty 
horses carried off: and three guns taken. The 
cannon were recovered-but, to use the \vords of 
an aiD using ,vriter, whose military descriptions 
are lively and characteristic. - " It ".as one of 
the ITIOst disgraceful and unlooked-for events that 
had taken place during the can1paign. To be 
beaten at any time ,vas bad enough; but to be 
beaten by a handful of lancers on the eve of our 
entering l\Iaòrid, almost in vie\v of the city, was 
,vorse than all!" 
Next day 'Vellington entered the capital, amid 
the enthusiastic acc]aluations of such of the inha- 
bitants as remained. 1"he Retiro \vas immedi- 
ate] y invested - and after a sho\v of resistance, 
surrendered on the lDorning of the 14th. Besides 
t\VO thousand prisoners, one hundred and ninety 
pieces of cannon, nine hundred barrels of po\vder, 
twenty thousand stand of arms, t\VO millions of 
musket cartridges, and the eagles of the 13th 
and 51st regiments, fell into the hands of the 
victors. A large supply of cables and cordage 
,vas fortunately discovered in the Casa del Cam- 
po; and \vith these materials the broken arch of 
the bridge at Alcantara ,vas repaired by the Royal 
Staff corps. .. 


· lVlr. Grattan, author of" RClniniscences of a Subaltern:' 
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The occupation of IVladrid carried out the ef- 
fects produced by the victory of Salamanca. 
French domination received a death-blow-and 
the po,ver of Napoleon a shock, from which it 
never afterwards recovered. 
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Reasons for abandoning l\Iadrid.-Clausel driven back.-Siege 
of Burgos commenced.-Horn-work of San )lichael stormed. 
--Second assault fails.-Continuation of the siege.-First 
Hne carried by assault.-French sally successful. -Fourth 
assault fails.-Siege raised. 


THE occupation of :\Iadrid was among the most 
brilliant epochs of Peninsular history, and from 
circumstances it was also among the briefest. 
The conquest of the capital ,vas certainly a splen- 
did exploit. It told that 'Vellington held a 
position and possessed a po\ver, that in England 
many doubted, and more denied; and those, 
\vhose evil auguries had predicted a retreat upon 
the shipping, and finally an abandonment of the 
country, ,vere astounded to find the allied Ieader 
victorious in the centre of Seville, and dating his 
general orders from the palace of the Spanish 
kings. The desertion of his capital by the usur- 
per, proclaimed the extent of "7 ellington's suc- 
cess; and proved that his victories ,vere not, as 
had been falsely asserted at honle, "conquests 
but in name." 
'Vithout entering into military history too ex- 
tensively, it ,,,,ill be only necessary to observe, 
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that on many expected events '\I'hich should have 
strengthened his means, and weakened those of 
his opponents, Lord \Vellington was miserably 
disappointed. l\Iaitland's diversion on Catalonia 
proved a failure. - Ballasteros exhibited the im- 
potent assumption of free action, and refused 
obedience to the orders of the British General. 
Hill was obliged to leave Estremadura, to cover 
tbe three roads to l\1adrid. The Cortes, instead 
of straining their energies to meet the exigencies 
of the nloment, wasted tÏ1Ile in framing new con- 
stitutions, and in desultory and idle debates,-and 
'V elHngton, remo
ed from his supplies-his mili- 
tary chest totally exhausted-his comn1unications 
menaced, was imperatively obliged to open others, 
and secure assistance from the only place on \vhich 
reliance could be reposed-the n10ther country. 
It was, indeed, full time to move. The Spa- 
nish army were driven froin Gallicia, and Clau- 
sel threatened to interrupt the COlnm unications 
of the allies with Portugal. Lord 'Vellington, 
therefore, decided on marching against the arnlY 
he had beaten at Salamanca; and leaving Hill's 
division to cover the capital, he left l\ladrid on 
the 1st of Septelnber, and crossing the Douro 
on the 6th, moved on Burgos by Valencia. 
That night Clausel abandoned Valladolid, and 
after crossing the Pisuerga, destroyed the bridge 
of Berecal. Anxious to unite with Castanos, 
'Vellington waited for the Gallician arlny to come 


· "DetaiJs/' &c. 
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up-\vhile Clauselleisurely retreated through the 
valleys of Alanzan and Pisuerga, as remarkable 
for their beauty and fertility, as the endless suc- 
cession of strong posts \vhich they afforded to a 
retiring army. 
Clausel, after an able retreat, took a position at 
Cellada del Camino - and to cover Burgos, of- 
fered battle to the allied commander. The chal- 
lenge \-vas prolnptly accepted; but the French 
General, discovering that a j unction of t\vel ve 
thousand Spaniards had strongly reinforced his 
antagonist, prudently declined a conlbat, retired, 
and united his o\vn to Souham's corps, \vhich 
numbered above eight thousand III en. This re- 
serve had been organized by Napoleon's special 
orders-and was intended to relnedy any discom- 
fiture which might befal l\Iarmont in the event 
of his being defeated by the allies. 
The British entered the city of Burgos, frOlTI 
\vhich the French had previously retired, after 
garrisoning the castle with t\""O thousand five 
hundred men, under the comlI1and of General 
Dubreton. T\velve thousand allied troops,. com- 
prising the first and sixth British divisions, ,vith 
two Portuguese brigades, sat do,vn before the 
place-while the renlainder of Lord "r ellington's 
army, amounting to t\venty-five thousand effective 
troops, formed the covering arnlY of the siege. 
The castle of Burgos ,vas a \veak fortress, on 
which French ingenuity l1ad done wonders in 
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rendering it defensible at all. It stood on a bold 
and rocky height, and was surrounded by three 
distinct lines, each placed within the other, and 
variously defended. The lower and exterior line 
consisted of the ancient wall that embraced the 
bottom of the hill, which Caffarelli had strength- 
ened, by adding to it a modern parapet, with 
salient* and re-entering flanks. The second was 
a field retrenchment, strongly palisaded. The 
third a ,york of like construction, having two 
elevated points, on one of which the ancient keep 
of the castle stood, and on the other, a well- 
intrenched building called the 'Vhite Church; 
and being the most commanding point, it was 
provided with a casenJated work, named in ho- 
nour of Napoleon. This battery domineered all 
around, excepting on its northern face, where tbe 
hill of St. l\Iichael rising nearly to a level \vith 
the fortress, was defended by an extensive horn- 
,york, t having a sloping scarp and counter- 
scarp, the former twenty-five feet in height, the 
latter, ten. Although in an unfinished state, and 
merely palisaded, it "vas under the fire of the 
castle and the Napoleon battery. The guns, 


.. In fortification, the salient angle is that which turns from 
the centre of a place; while the re-enlering, points directly to- 
wards it. 
t A horn-'Worfi, is a work having a front and two branches. 
The front comprises a curtain and two half bastions. It is 
smaller than a crown-work, and generally employed for effect- 

ng sinlilar purposes. 
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already mounted, conlprised nine heavy cannon, 
eleven field-pieces, and six mortars and ho\vitzers; 
and, as the reserve artillery and stores of the arlIlY 
of Portugal ,vere deposited in the castle of Burgos, 
General Dubreton had the po,yer of increasing 
his armanlent to any extent he thought fit. 
T\vo days passed before the allies could cross 
the river. On the 19th the passage was effected, 
and the French outposts on Saint l\lichael were 
driven in. That night, the horn\vork itself was 
can'ied after a sanguinary assault - the British 
losing in this short and murderous affair up- 
,vards of four hundred men. 
From the hill, no\v in possession of the aBies, 
it was decided that the future operations should 
be carried on, and the engineers arranged that 
each line in succession should be taken by assault. 
The place, on a close exanlination, \\'as ascer- 
tained to be in no respect forlnidable; but the 
means to effect its reduction, in comparison, \vere 
feebler still. Nothing, indeed, could be less ef- 
ficient - three long IS-pounders, and five 24- 
pound ho\vitzers, forming the entire siege artil- 
lery that Lord "r ellington could obtain. 
'fhe head-quarters \vere fixed at 'Tilla 'foro. 
The engineering departnlent intrusted to Colonel 
Burgoyne, and the charge of the artillery to 
Colonels Robe and Dickson. 
'rhe second assault, that upon the exterior ,vall, 
\vas made on the night of the 22nd by escalade. 
VOL. II. C 
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l\Iajor Laurie of the 79th, \vith detachments from 
the different regiments before the place, formed 
the storming party. The Portuguese, who led 
the attack, were quickly repulsed-and though 
the British entered the ditch, they never could 
mount a ladder. Those who attempted it were 
bayoneted froin above -while sheHs, combusti- 
bles, and cold shot were hurled on the assailants, 
who, after a most determined effort for a quarter 
of an hour, were driven from the ditch, leaving 
their leader, and half the number \vho composed 
the storming party, killed and ,vounded.* 
After this disastrous failure, an unsuccessful 
attempt to breach the wall \vas tried, in which, of 
the few guns in battery, two \vere totally disabled 
by the commanding fire of the castle. The engi- 
neers resorted, of necessity, to the sap and mine. 
The former, from the plunging fire kept up from 
the enemy's defences, and which occasioned a fear- 
ful loss, was speedily abandoned - but the latter 
was carried on vigorously - and the outward wall 
11lined, charged, t an d, on the 29th, exploded. 
At twelve o'clock at night the hose \vas fired, 
the storming party having previously formed in 


:Ijt The eventual success of the French has been ascribed, it 
is hard to say with what truth, to their finding on the person 
of a dead officer, a fuIl detail of the siege operations, as ar- 
ranged by the British engineers. 
t The mine was loaded with a thousand pounds of powder, 
and, for fifteen feet, tamped with bags of day 
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a hollo,v \vay some fifty paces from the gallery. 
"Then the Inine \-vas sprung, a portion of the \vall 
came do\vn, and a sergeant and four privates, 
who formed the forlorn hope, rushed through the 
smoke, mounted the ruins, and bravely gained 
the breach. But in the darkness, ,vhich ,vas in- 
tense, the storming party and their supporting 
companies, missed their ,yay-and the French, re- 
covering from their surprise, rushed to the breach, 
and drove the fe\v brave men \vho held it back 
to the trenches. The attack, consequently, failed, 
and from a scarcity of shot no fire could be turned 
on the ruins. Dubreton availed hÍlnself of this 
accidental advantage-and by daylight, the breach 
\-vas rendered impracticable again. 
Still determined to gain the place, Lord "7 el- 
lington continued operations, although t,velve 
days had elapsed since he had sat do,vn before 
the place. A. singular despondency, particu- 
larly among the Portuguese, had arisen from 
these t\VO failures; \vhile insubordination ,vas 
creeping into the British regiments, \v hich pro.. 
duced a relaxed discipline that could not be over- 
looked, and which, in general orders, \vas conse- 
quently most strongly reprobated. 
The siege continued; and, on the 4th of Oc- 
tober, a battery opened frorn Saint l\lichael's 
against the old breach, while the engineers an... 
nounced that a po\verful mine was prepared for 
springing. A t five o'clock that evening the fusee 
c2 
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\vas fired. rfhe effect ,vas grand and destructive 
-one hundred feet of the wall was entirely den1o- 
lished, and a nUlnber of the French, ,,,ho happened 
to be near it, were annihilated by the explosion. 
1"he 24th regiment, already in readiness to storol, 
instantly rushed forward, and both breaches ,vere 
carried, but, unfortunately, with a heavy loss. 
A lodgment was immediately 111ade, and pre- 
parations made for breaching the second line of 
defence \vhere it joined the first. 
. On the 5th, early in the evening, the French 
sallied with three hundred men. The attack was 
too successful - one hundred and fifty of the 
guard and working party \vere killed or wound- 
ed-the gabions overturned--the works at the 
lodgment injured - and the intrenching tools 
carried off: 
That night, however, the dalnage was repair- 
ed-the sap was rapidly carried forward-and at 
last, the British had got so close to the ,vall, 
that their own howitzers ceased firing, lest the 
workmen should be endangered by their shot. 
The guns on Saint l\Iichael's battery had also 
breached with good effect, and fifty feet of the 
parapet of the second line was completely laid in 
ruins. But, in effecting these successes, a heavy 
loss ,vas inflicted on the besiegers-and of their 
originally small means for carrying on a siege, the 
fe\v pieces of artillery they possessed at first, were 
now reduced to one serviceable gun. 
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"fhe \veather had also changed, and rain fell in' 
quantities and filled the trenches. A spirit of 
discontent and indifference pervaded the arlny. 
The labour \vas un\villingly perfOrlTIed, the 
guards loosely kept, and Dubreton again sallied 
furiously, drove off the ,vorking pdrty, destroy- 
ed the ne\v parallel, carried a,yay the tools, and 
occasioned a loss of lllore than t\\'o hundred lllen. 
Among the killed, none ,vas lanlented more than 
Colonel Cocks, ,vho having obtained promotion 
1110St deservedly for preyious gaHantry, died at 
the head of his men, \vhile rallying the fugitives 
and repelling the sally. 
Three assaults had failed, but still the allied com- 
111ander did not quit the place in despair. Prepa- 
rations for another attempt \vere continued-and 
the exertions of the engineers, of \v horn one-half 
had fallen, \vere redoubled. Heated shot ,vas tried 
against the "
hite Church unsuccessfully; \vhile 
that of San Roman \vas 111arked as the more vul- 
nerable point, and a gallery commenced against it. 
On the 17th, the great breach ,vas again ex- 
posed by the fire of the British guns, and the 
ranlparts on either side extensively danlaged. 
A mine beneath the lo\ver parallel ,vas success- 
fully exploded, and a lodgment effected in a 
cavalier,. from ,vhence the French had kept up 
a destructive fire on the trenches. It was held 


... A Ca'Calier, is a work in the body of a place, domineering 
the others by ten or twelve feet. 
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but for a short time, as the enemy Call1e down 
in force, and drove the besiegers from it. On 
the 18th the breach was reported practicable, 
and a storm decided on. The signal was arrang- 
ed to be the springing of the mine beneath the 
church of San Roman. That building was also 
to be assailed, while the old breach was to be 
attempted by escalade, and thus, and at the same 
moment, three distinct attacks should occupy the 
, . 
enemy s attentIon. 
At half-past four the explosion of the mine 
gave the signal. A countermine was immedi- 
ately sprung by the French, and between both, 
the church was partially destroyed, and Colonel 
Browne, with some Portuguese and Sranish 
troops, seized upon the ruined building. The 
Guards, who had volunteered a detachment, 
rushed through the old breach, escaladed the se- 
cond line, and, in front of the third, encountered 
the French in considerable force-while two hun- 
dred of the German Legion, under Major \Vurmb, 
carried the new breach, and pushing up the hill, 
fairly gained the third line of the defences. U n- 
fortunately, however, these daring and success- 
ful efforts were not supported with the pronlpt- 
ness that was needed. The French reserves were 
instantly advanced - came on in overwhelming 
force-cleared the breaches of the assailants-and 
drove theln beyond the outer line, with the loss 
of two hundred officers and men. 
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San Roman ,vas taken the follo\ving night by 
the French, and recovered again by tbe British. 
But ,vith this affair the siege virtually termi. 
nated - and Lord 'Vellington, by irnperious ne. 
cessi ty, ,vas obliged to retire from a place of 
scarcely third-rate character, after four attacks 
by assault, and a loss of t\VO thousand men. 
In \var, the bravest and the most prudent mea- 
sures are frequently Inarred or made by fortune. 
Lord "r ellington, \vith very insufficient means, 
,vas obliged to attenlpt the reduction of Burgos; 
and although skill and gallantry \vere displayed 
in every essay, obstacles arose ,vhich checked the 
most daring efforts; and all that science and de- 
ternlination could effect, 'v ere vainly tried to over- 
COine difficulties ph ysically insurmountable. Had 
"T ellington possessed the requisite lllatériel for the 
conduct of a siege, Burgos \vould have been taken 
in a "Teek. 
But let justice be done to its defenders. ::\IllCh 
,vas expected from them-and assuredly, the go- 
vernor and garrison of the castle of Burgos real- 
ized the high reliance placed upon their skill and 
heroism by their countrynlen. 
On the 18th, the British corps united. On 
the 20th SOlne trifling affairs occurred bet\veen 
the outposts - and on the 21st the siege of Bur- 
gos ,vas regularly raised, and Lord "T ellington 
issued orders for retiring fron1 before the place. 
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Retreat commences.-Affair at Harmoza.- The Carion passed. 
-Excesses at Torquemada.-Affairs of the Pisuerga and Villa 
l\luriel. - Retreat. - Affair at Huebra. - A British division 
endangered. - Irregularities of the army, produces a strong 
official rebuke. - Lord Wellington's honours increased.- 
Army goes into cantonments for the winter. 


A RETREAT "ras unavoidable; and, to be suc- 
cessful, it must be rapid. '-rwo roads were open; 
and by eit.her Lord 'i\T ellington might faIl back. 
The longer of the t\VO, was by the bridge of 
Villaton-and by taking it the allies \vould be 
safe from present interruption. The other, crossed 
the river of Arlanzan at Burgos-and by follow- 
ing it the retreat would be shortened a day's 
march - but to gain that road, the army must 
defile directly beneath the guns of the castle. 
By this latter route, however, Wellington deter- 
lllined to retire. The strictest secrecy was ob- 
served, while all was prepared for a night-march; 
and when darkness had shrouded the besiegers 
and the besieged, the position was quietly aban- 
doned; the infantry defiled across the bridge in 
perfect silence - while the wheels of the gun- 
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carriages \",ere Illumed \vith stra\v, to prevent their 
being overheard by the French sentinels, and thus 
provoke the fire of the p1ace. 
There is no doubt that this dangerous passage 
\vould have been accomplished \vithout disco- 
very, had not SOUle guerilla horsemen rashly 
galloped over, and betrayed to the garrison the 
movement of the allies then in progress. In 
anticipation of the attenlpt, the guns of the \vorks 
having been already trained upon the bridge, 
the first discharge fronl the French artillery ,vas 
destructive; but the range was lost after a round 
or . t\VO, and in the darkness it could not be 
recovered. By this bold and \vell-planned man- 
æuvre, Lord ".,. ellington extricated his entire 
baggage and field equipage; and the allies \vere 
placed on the other side of the Arlanzan, and in 
the direct line of their retreat, ,vith a loss com- 
paratively trifling. 
That night the infantry reached Horlnillas and 
Cellada del Camino, and the cavalry, Estepar and 
Villa Baniel-\vhile Souham relnained in perfect 
ignorance of "r ellington's retreat until late in the 
evening of tl1e 22nd. 
On the 23rd, the infantry, after a long rnarch, 
crossed the Pisuerga at Cordovillas and Torque- 
mada; but the rear-guard \vere overtaken and 
attacked. Although greatly overmatched, the 
British cavalry nlade a bold stand, and for a time 
disputed the passage of the IIarlTIoza. But they 



26 


RETREAT FROl\I BURGOS. 


were obliged to retire, as fresh squadrons of the 
enemy moved rapidly forward. 
Part of the English dragoons crossed a marshy 
rivulet, leaving Anson's cavalry and the German 
light infantry as a rear-guard. The French CaITIe 
on \vith great impetuosity, and were charged and 
checked by the 11th light dragoons and horse 
artillery; but their numbers prevailed-the Eng- 
lish ,vere forced back-the guerilla horse com- 
pletely routed - and some prisoners were ITIade. 
After much severe and desultory fighting, in 
which the fierceness of the pursuers was fully 
equalled by the obstinate resistance of the re- 
treating horsemen, the British cavalry \vere driven 
back upon the Germans under Halket. Fortu- 
nately they had gained a position - and assisted 
by the fire of the artil1ery, their fusilade fell on 
the left flank of the French with such ITIurder- 
ous effect, that, failing in three determined charges, 
they were at last forced to fall back behind the 
heights, allowing the British rear-guard, without 
further 11lolestation, to retire. 
\Vel1ington having crossed the Carion on the 
24th, was joined by a brigade of the Guards. 
The weather was bad, the means of transport 
wretched, the sick and wounded were beyond 
the Duero, and thus circuITIstanced, the allied 
commander detern1Ìned to make a stand. The 
allies, therefore, occupied a range of heights, with 
the Carion in their front, and their right wing 
resting on the Pisuerga. 
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Torquemada had \vitnessed a most disgraceful 
scene of riot and confusion on the part of the 
British. There, Ï1nmense \vine-stores \vere found 
and plundered-and it ,vas conlputed, that at one 
time, t\velve thousand Inen ,yere lying in the 
streets and houses in a state of helpless intoxi- 
cation. Nor ,vas the boasted sobriety of the 
French proof against the temptation these \vell. 
stored cellars presented. On their subsequent 
occupation of the to\vn, Souham ,vas obliged to 
stay his march for t\velve hours, - for his o\vn 
corps numbered more drunkards even than that 
of Lord "7 ellington had done. 
The 25th ,vas given as a halt-day to the troops, 
,vhile necessary preparations \vere made for con- 
tinuing the retreat, and interrupting the passage 
of the Carion. All the bridges ""ere ordered to 
be blo,vn up- but the nlines ,vere in some cases 
so defective, that they failed entirely, and allo\v- 
ed the French an easy passage, ,,"hile others of 
their troops crossed by the fords. 'fhe ,yorking 
and covering parties at Banos and Palentia ,vere 
made prisoners, and a quantity of baggage pick- 
ed up by the enemy's light cavalry. At Pis- 
uerga, the corps that Souhan1 pushed for\vard 
,vas attacked and ðriven back; and at Villa 
I\luriel, after a sharp contest, the enenlY ,vere 
obliged to retire, and abandon the bank of the 
river that they had succeeded in occupying for 
a time. 
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On the 26th, having repaired the bridges, 
Souham crossed the Carion in pursuit of the 
allies. On the 27th he was in force in front 
of Cabezon, and sho\ved himself in such strength, 
as deterlnined I.Jord \VeHington at once to 
fall back behind the Duero, and still further 
behind the 1"ormes, . in the event of his being 
closely pressed by the enemy. On the 28th, the 
French General extended his right to outflank 
the allies, and advanced against the troops who 
held the passes over the Pisguera and the Duero. 
Unable to maintain the bridges, they ,vere effec- 
tually destroyed; and a town and \vood, behind 
that of Tordesillas, were occupied by the regi- 
ment of Brunswick Oels, until the Germans were 
driven from both by the French, who effected the 
passage of the Duero with uncommon gallantry.* 
On the 29th, "T el1ington, after destroying the 
bridges at VaUadolid and Cabecon, passed the 
river by those of 'fudela and Ponte Duero. The 
passage of the French at Tordesillas obliged hinl 
instan tly to rnove to his left, and take a position 
near Rueda. There he rernained until joined by 
Sir Rowland HiU upon the 5th of NovelIlber- 
who, after leaving a corps in Alba de 'formes, 
had fal1en back before Joseph Buonaparte and 
l\Iarshal Soult, with scarcely any loss. "\tVelling- 
ton, having effected this object, and united 
himself with his detached corps, retired on the 
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7th to Torricilla,-and, on the 8th, halted in front 
of Salamanca. 
l\lean"\vhile the armies of the north, south, 
and centre, had forIned a junction on the right 
bank of the Tormes - and on the lOth attacked 
the to"\vn and castle of Alba, but \vithout success. 
Passing the Tormes at LÜ
inas on the 14th, 
Soult, ,vho commanded in chief, took a position 
on the ,vooded heights of l\lozarbes. That even- 
ing the hostile arn1Ïes \vere in each other's pre- 
sence; a distant cannonade and some trifling skir- 
mishing took place; and, on the 15th, Lord "T el- 
lington formed beside the Arapiles and offered 
battle, \vhich \vas declined. The eneIny extend- 
ed to the right, threatening to interrupt the 
comlnunications "\vith Rodrigo-and froin the inl- 
11lense disparity of his force, * "T eHington \vas 
obliged to nlove prol11ptly by his right, and seize 
the roads leading into Portugal. 
The \veather \vas desperate - rain fell in tor- 
rents- the roads \vere rendered almost il1Jpassable 
- the nlen ,vere knee-deep in the sloughs - and 
the transport of the guns and baggage had be- 
COll1e a ,vork of infinite difficulty. rrhe imposing 


* The united French corps numbered seventy-five thousand 
infantry, twelve thousand cavalry, and two hundred pieces of 
cannon; while the whole of the aIlied force that Lord \Yel- 
lington could place upon a battle-field, did not exceed fifty- 
five thousand Anglo-Portuguese, of which five thousand only 
were horse. 
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steadiness ,vi th ,y hich the British rear-guard re- 
tired Defore the French advance, checked any 
attempt that Soult might have entertained of 
pressing the retreat so closely as to bring Lord 
",r ellington to action, and especially on ground 
that he hin1self would select on which to make a 
stand. Ciudad Rodrigo was gained on the 18th, 
and the frontier crossed upon the 20th. The 
17th had passed in continued demonstrations of 
attack, and frequent skirmishes. Not daring to 
assail the colulnns, every advantage that a wooded 
country would permit, was seized upon to cut 
off stragglers and secure baggage. In many at- 
telnpts on both, the enemy were successful; and 
a British general of division, Sir Ed \vard Paget, 
was carried off ,vhile literally in the centre of 
his o,vn brigades. 
The main body of the allies had already crossed 
the Huebra, when the French infantry and artil- 
lery came up in force, and obliged the cavalry to 
cross the fords. A delay in retiring the light 
division from the position they had been placed 
in on the edge of the forest, brought on a sharp 
affair. The British, however, effected the pas- 
sage of the river with inconsiderable loss- and 
every effort the French made to carry the fords 
failed, owing to the steadiness with which they 
were defended. 'fhe firing ,vas kept up till dark 
-and although the light and seventh divisions 
,vere exposed, in column, to a plunging fire fronl 
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thirty guns, their loss ,vas miraculously small, as 
"this clayey soil, saturated "yith rain, s,vallo\ved 
the shot and smothered the shells."* 
On the 18th, the retreat ,vas continued-Lord 
"r ellington having given the necessary direc- 
tions as to the line of nlarch ,vhich the different 
divisions of his arnJY should pursue. His orders 
,\yere disobeyed - and serious results had nearly 
been occasioned. Happily, his Lordship disco- 
vered the irregularity of his subordinate officers 
in tinle to avert disastrous consequences. The 
retreating brigades \vere cOlllpletely arrested by a 
flooded river - and \vith great difficulty ,vere 
extricated, froin 'v hat ,vould have been, very 
shortly, a de
perate and hopeless position. Indeed, 
so critically \vere they situated, that the light 
division, composing the rear-guard, ,vere obliged 
to cross a gulley by single files, effecting the 
passage by means of a fallen tree. 
Here the retreat virtually closed. The \veather 
improved; and having fallen back upon his re- 
scources, Lord "T ellington ,vas enabled to re- 
cruit his exhausted soldiery. A bundant fuel, 
dry bivouacs, and plentiful rations, produced a 
speedy change; and 11len ,vearied and ,vorn do\vn 
by privations and incessant fatigue, rapidly re- 
covered their health and spirits. The moment 
the enemy had abandoned the pursuit, the light 
cavalry and guerilla horse \yere despatched to 
search the woods and rescue such sufferers as 
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survived. Their efforts \vere attended \vith suc- 
cess-and more than fifteen hundred \volluded or 
disabled Inen ,vere brought into the hospitals and 
sa ved. 
1
he total casualties sustained by the troops 
during the siege and subsequent retreat of Burgos, 
were very numerous - and in no point are mili- 
tary writers and official returns more at variance, 
than in the respective estimates they form of the 
losses of the allies. Where such immense discre- 
pancy exists, it is hard to come to anything like 
an accurate conclusion. The French asserted 
that the allies lost twelve thousand men, 1l01
S de 
cOJJzbat; the English reduced it to little more than 
twelve hundred. Between these extremes, the 
mean, is more likely to prove correct; and there 
can be little doubt, all casualties included, that in 
the siege and subsequent operations to the 29th 
of October, seven thousand Blen ,vere sacrificed. 
The retreat fronl Burgos ,vas not only ren1ark- 
able for the sufferings they end ured, but also for 
the insubordination exhibited by the soldiery. 
rrhe mass of the arlny became drunkards and 
marauders. The wine-stores in the towns and 
villages on the line of march were broken into 
and despoiled of their contents; and nlultitudes, 
through inebriety, either perished or \vere made 
prisoners. In Valderoso alone, t,vo hundred and 
fifty lTIen were found drunk in the cellars-and, 
of course, they fell into the hands of the French. 
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Drunkenness produced cruelty-and many of the 
peasantry hitherto \vell affected to the allies,* 
perished by the hands of infuriated savages, ,vho 
seeuled reckless \v hether friend or foe becalne the 
,ictim of their ferocity. K apier says, that on 
the first day's Inarch fronl 
ladrid he reckoned 
seventeen 111urdered peasants, either lying on the 
road or thro\vn into the ditches. 
Another Inischievous breach of discipline had 
become very general. NU
lerous herds of s\vine 
,vere found an10ng the "roods - and the soldiers 
broke from their co] umns, and C0l11111enced shoot- 
ing pigs ,vherever they could be found. The 
spattering fire kept up in the forest by these 
marauders, frequently occasioned an unnecessary 
alarln, and thus disturbed the brief space allo\\"- 
ed for rest to the exhausted soldiers. Nothing 
but the greatest severity checked this 1110St dan- 
gerous offence - and though SOine of the delÎ11- 
quents, ,vhen taken" red-handed" and in the very 
fact, \vere hanged in the sight of their guilty 
comrades, the evil \vas but partially abated by 
the exalnple; for hunger had made the starving 
soldiery indifferent to the desperate consequences 
their offending ,vas certain to dra\v do\vn. 
The excesses committed during the retreat, 
dre\v from Lord "T eHington an official letter, 
addressed to the COlll111anding officers of regi- 
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ments, that occasioned at the time considerable 
dissatisfaction. Probably, the terms in which 
his censure ,vas conveyed, were stronger than 
they should have been. The sufferings of the 
troops were great beyond belief - men nlarch- 
ing night and day, under an incessant deluge, 
knee-deep in mire, without shelter or a place 
to rest upon, their whole sustenance a scanty 
ration of over-driven beef, frequently devoured 
half-ra\v-yet, while they could not be justi- 
fied in acts of violence and rapine, still they 
might urge much in extenuation of crimes com- 
mitted under the influence of want, misery and 
despair ! 
Honours, in the mean time, \vere most deserv- 
edly conferred upon the able, but unsuccessful 
besieger of Burgos. At home, Lord Wellington 
was advanced to a l\larquisate in the peerage, 
\v hile Parliament added ] 00,0001. to assist him 
to support this dignity. He \vas also appointed 
to the Colonelcy of the BJues, and the rank of 
Duke of 'Tittoria was conferred upon hÎIn by 
the Prince Regent of Portugal, \vith emolu- 
ments attached valued at 15,000 dollars annually. 
The honour bestowed upon him the Marquis of 
Wellington accepted - but the income, with be- 
coming dignity, he respectfully declined. 
After the French retired behind the Tormes, 
the allies took up their winter cantonrnents. 
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Hill passed the Sierra de Gata, and established 
his corps in the province of Coria, \vith posts 
at the passes of Bejar and Banos. The remain- 
ing divisions ,vere comfortably disposed of-part 
of the brigades occupying quarters in the dis- 
trict of Beira, ,vhile the others \vere cantoned 
upon the banks of the Douro. 
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British army organized anew. - Reinforced from England.- 
Re]ative strength and positions of the rival armies.-Joseph 
retires.- General appearance of the French corps d'armée. 
-Wellington suddenly advances. - His bold and successful 
operations. - Beautiful scenery. - Affairs of Saint Millan" 
Osma, and the Bayas.-Joseph enters Vittoria. 


'VINTER passed a,vay-the army recovered frOlTI 
its hardships - and Lord Wellington was inde- 
fatigable in perfecting the equipn1ent of every 
department, to enable hinl to take the field effi- 
ciently when the season should come round, and 
active operations could be renewed again. In its 
minuter details, the interior economy of the re- 
giments under,vent a useful reformation. The 
large and cumbrous camp-kettles were discarded, 
and small ones substituted in their place; while 
three tents \vere served to each company, afford- 
ing, particularly to the sick and disabled, a means 
of shelter in the field, that hitherto had been 
,vanting. 
N otbing could surpass the splendid state of 
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discip1ine this period of inactivity had produced 
,vhile the allied army reposed in winter quar- 
ters. Its 1Jlalériel ,vas no,v truly magnificent; 
po\verful reinforcements had arrived frotn Eng- 
land; the Life and Horse Guards had joined the 
cavalry; and that arm, hitherto the \veakest, 
was increased to nineteen efficient regiments. 
The infantry had been recruited from the militias 
at home-the artillery \vas cOlTIplete in every re- 
quisite for the field- and a well-arranged corl1- 
missariate, with ample means of transport, faci- 
litated the operations of the most serviceable 
force that had ever taken the tield under the 
leading of an English general. 
Previous to the opening of the campaign in 
l\Iay 1813, the Anglo-Portuguese army num- 
bered close upon seventy thousand men of all 
arms, and \vere cantoned in the neighbourhood 
of the Douro. 1\1: urillo's corps occupied Estre- 
Inadura; Giron held the frontier of Gallicia; 
O'Donel was stationed in Andalusia; Elio on 
the frontiers of l\lurcia and 'T alencia; and the 
Due del Parque, with a strong corps, held posses- 
sion of La l\Iancha. 
1"he French, at that time, might have pro- 
bably mustered one hundred and fifty thousand 
men in Spain. l\Iadrid and rroledo \vere in the 
occupation of the armies of the Centre and the 
South, ,vhich ,vere spread over the central pro- 
vinces. \r aUadolid had the head-quarters of the 
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arlny of Portugal; the line of the Douro was 
carefully observed, while Suchet occupied Va- 
1encia and Catalonia; and a part of the army of 
the North was quartered in Aragon and Biscay. 
Never did a leader take the field under more 
promising auspices than those with which the 
allied commander opened the campaign of 1813. 
l"he Spanish troops were strong in numbers, and 
in1proved considerably in discipline; and the gue- 
rina leaders in great force, and ready for daring en- 
terprize. SU111mer ,vas coming fast; a rich and 
]uxurious country was before hinl, - every re- 
quisite prepared for his march; his troops flush- 
ed with victory; and his opponents dispirited 
by constant discoITlfiture. Even the opening 
lllovements tended to increase these feelings-for 
the British were preparing to advance, and the 
French already retrograding. No wonder, then, 
that the brilliant hopes of his country were fully 
realized; and that the career of English conquest 
continued almost "'Tithout a check; and the fields 
of France saw her banners float in victory, until 
the last struggles at Orthes and r-roulouse attested 
the invincibility of Wellington and his island 
soldiery! 
"Thile the aBies were preparing to march, J 0- 
seph Buonaparte put the army of the Centre into 
ulotion, and, follo\ved by those of the South and 
I)ortugal, retired slowly on the l
bro. 1\S they 
\vere not pre
sed by the British light troops, the 
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enelny's corps moved leisurely to\vards the fron- 
tier, accompanied by enornlOUS trains of equipage 
and baggage. 
'"The appearance of the French arlny ,vas rather 
picturesque than military. It ,vas cro\vded in 
its march, and too fanciful both in the character 
of its equipment and the variety of its costume. 
The line and light infantry excepted, fe,v of the 
regiments ,vere similarly dressed. The horse- 
artillery ,yore uniforms of light blue, braided 
\vith black lace. The heavy cavalry \\yere ar- 
rayed in green coats with brass helmets. '".rhe 
chasseurs and hussars, mounted on slight and ac- 
tive horses, \vere sho\vily and variously equipped. 
The' gendarnlerie à cheval,' a picked body cho- 
sen from the cavalry at 1arge, had long blue 
frocks, ,vith cocked hats and buff belts; \vhile 
the élite of the dragoons, selected for superior size 
and general appearance, \vere distinguished by 
bear-skin caps, and wore a look of martial deter- 
mination, that their past and future bearing in 
the battle-field did not belie. Each regiment 
of the line had its cOlnpany of grenadiers and 
voltigeurs - even the light regiments having a 
company of the Fortner. The appearance of the 
'v hole force ,vas soldierly and imposing-the ca- 
valry ,vas indeed superb; and the artillery, as to 
guns, caissons, and appointments, most complete; 
and, better stil1, their horses ,vere in excellent 
condition. 
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Both armies \vere in the highest state of effi- 
ciency. To both the undivided attention of their 
cOLnmanding officers had been directed, and yet 
in their respective equipments, a practised eye 
\vould detect a marked dissinlilarity. With the 
British everything \vas simple, compact, and li- 
ll1ited, as far as its being serviceable would ad- 
111it, - while the French were sadly incumbered 
with useless equipages and accunlulated plunder. 
'rhose of the Spanish noblesse who had ackno\\r- 
ledged the usurper, now accompanied his retreat, 
-- state functionaries, in court-dresses and rich 
ell1broidery, \vere mingled with the troops, - ca- 
lashes, carrying ,vives or Inistresses, moved be- 
tween brigades of guns; \vhiJe nuns from Castile 
aHd ladies from Andalusia, attired en 1J2Ïlitaire 
and mounted on horseback, deserted castle and 
convent, to follow the fortunes of some soldier 
or employée. Excepting that of his great bro- 
ther '\\' hen retreating froln l\-1oSCO\V, no army 
since the days of Xerxes was so overloaded with 
spoil and baggage as that of Joseph lluonaparte. 
Although this abuse had not escaped the ob- 
servation of many of the best officers in the 
arnlY of the usurper, the facility with which 
these enornlOUS ambulances were transported en- 
couraged rather than repressed the evil. IJook_ 
jl1g on Spain as a conquered country, the nleaus 
necessary to for\vard their (
onvoys \\'ere unse}"u- 
pulollsly seized, and every horse and Inu]e COll- 
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sidered the property of the finder. The roads 
v;ere good-the retreat unmolested-on the loth 
no enenlY had appeared, and the allies \vere re- 
lllainïng quietly in their quarters. 
rhe apathy 
of the English General \vas extraordinary - and 
prisoners \vere asked by their French escort, ""r as 
Lord 'Vellington asleep?" 
But nothing could exceed the astonishment of 
Joseph, \vhen, on the evening of the 18th, he \vas 
informed that the al1ies, in considerable force, 
\\
ere actuaHy on the left bank of the Ebro ! 'fhe 
French disposi tions ,vere rendered useless, and an 
inl111ediate night-nlarch becanle unavoidable. The 
drums beat to arms - the baggage \vas put in 
Illotion - and the entire of the French corps 
\vhich had occupied Pan corbo, or bivouacked in 
its vicinity, \vere hastily collected, and 1110ved 
rapidly to\vards 'Tittoria. 
Lord "r ellington's sudden advance \vas equally 
brilliant in conception and execution. "Thile he 
had thro\vn five divisions over the Douro, to 
lTIOVe through the Tras as l\Iontes, upon Zanlora, 
Hill \vas Inarching over the mountain district 
of Estrernadura on the 'formes, and I
ord "T el- 
lington on Salamanca, \vith t\VO Anglo-Portu- 
guese, a Spanish division, and a strong cavalry 
corps. The right \ving of the allies took a posi- 
tion bet,,?een the Tormes and the Douro-\vhile 
Sir 'fholl1as Grahalll, \\'ith the left, passed over a 
Inost difficult country, and surmounting every 
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obstacle that bad roads and dangerous fIvers 
could present, threatened the right of the French 
by Carvajales and l\firanda. 
On gaining the frontier, Graham secured his 
communication with the Gallician corps under 
Giron. The French retired from the Esla, and 
the left wing of the British crossed it on the 31st 
of May. A difficult and defensible river was 
safely passed, and the enemy retreated, after 
blowing up the bridges of Zamora and Toro. 
At IVlorales, the French rear-guard was over- 
taken and brought to action. Colonel Grant, 
with the hussar brigade, completely overthre,v 
it,-killing a considerable number and capturing 
above two hundred Dlen. Julian Sanchez ,vas 
equally successful, having surprised a French 
picket at Castronuno. 
No moven1ents during the Peninsular campaign 
exceed in brilliant effect the rapid ad vance of the 
allied army from the Douro to the Bayas. Jo- 
seph had been obliged to abandon the capital, 
and faU back on Burgos. 'fhis was a necessary 
Ineasure to ensure a concentration of his corps 
d'armée, - but still it was considered doubtful 
whether Lord Wellington ,vonld continue his 
onward nlarch, and, under all circumstances, ac- 
tually become assailant. 
But the French leaders were astray when they 
fancied that the allied General would renlain in- 
acti ve. Quickly as the Douro had been crossed, 
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the Carrion and the Pisuerga ,vere as rapidly 
passed over. The enemy fell back on Burgos 
to concentrate, having occupied the heights above 
ÌIarllloza ,,,ith a strong corps. On the 12th, 
Hill's division and the cavalry obliged Count 
Reille to fall back-and on the next morning the 
French retreated on l\Iiranda, after abandoning 
Burgos and blo\ving up the castle. 
" It can hardly be imagined what additional in- 
terest even a brilliant r operation ,vill acquire from 
local circumstances, and the character of the 
country through which the line of march runs. 
'l"he advance to the Zadorra exhibited, at every 
point of vie,,,,, scenery beautiful as diversified. In 
it there ,vas a singular combination of romantic 
,vildness mingled ,vith exquisite fertility. One 
,,,hile the columns moved through luxurious 
valleys, intersprinkled with hanllets, vineyards, 
and flo\ver-gardens; at another" they struggled 
up mountain ridges, or pressed through Alpine 
passes overhung \vith toppling cliffs, making it 
al1110st difficult to decide, ,vhether the rugged 
chasm \vhich they ,vere traversing had been 
rifted frolTI the hill-side by an earthq uake, or 
scarped by human hands. If the eye turned 
do,vn\vards, there lay sparkling rivers and sunny 
dells; above rose naked rocks and splintered pre- 
cipices; ,vhile nloving Inasses of glittering soldiery, 
no\v lost, no\v seen, 3111id the ,vindings of the 
route, gave a panoran1Ïc character to the \vhole, 
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that never can fade from the lnemory of him who 
sa\v it."* 
Pancorbo had been regularly garrisoned; and 
to force the Ebro, \vith a nUlnerous and efficient 
arlny occupying its banks, \vould have been 
eq ually tedious in operation, and uncertain in 
results. 'iV ellington, with adu1irable skill, sud- 
denly branched to his left, and moved rapidly 
towards the sources of the river; and, on the 
14th and 15th, crossed it safely by the moun- 
tain bridges of San l\lartin and Puente de Arenas. 
Of course, the march, from the nearly iln passable 
character of the line of country over which it 
ran, req uired the deterlnination and esp1"it of 
British soldiers to accornplish. It \vas gallantly 
achieved; and that too, by a 1'011 te hitherto un- 
attelnpted by an arlny, and \vhich everywhere 
presented the most forn1idable positions that a 
retreating corps could wish to hold. Yet l,r el- 
lington's rnarch ,vas unopposed, - and until the 
18th, no hostile collision interrupted the order of 
the allied llloveinents. 
1'\vo French brigades \vere overtaken by the 
light division. Ffhey had taken a position on the 
heights of Saint l\lillan; and although the ground 
,vas lTIOst unfavourable for an attack, nothing 
could snrpass the dashing gallantry viith \vhich 
the British light troops assailed the enemy. "fhe 
road by which it was necessary to attack, \vas 
· "The Bivouac." 
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rugged, steep, and narro,v, overhung \vith crags 
and copse-\vood; \v hile a 1110untain stream pro- 
tected the French front, and SOlne straggling 
cottages increased the difficulty of advancing, by 
affording cover to the voltigeurs ,vho had formed 
behind thenl. After a sharp fusilade, the enemy 
gave ground, and the light brigade ,vas pressing 
for\vard, ,vhen suddenly, a fresh column debouch- 
ed frOln a ravine, and appeared on the flank of 
the assailants. Both rushed on to gain the crest 
of the hill-and both reached the plateau together. 
The 52nd, bringing their left flank forward in a 
run, faced sharply round, and charged ,vith the 
bayonet. The conflict was but momentary; 
the French broke, thre,v away their knapsacks, 
and fled to gain the neighbouring high grounds, 
leaving their arms and baggage, and nearly three 
hundred of their number hors de cOlnbat. 
On the same ùay, Jourdan suddenly attacked 
Graham's corps at Osma, but he was driven back 
on Espèjo; and falling farther back, the French 
took up a strong position behind the Rayas, ,vith 
their right on the village of Sabijana; but they 
held it only tin next day,-,vhen being attacked 
in front, and their left turned, they fell back and 
united ,vith the corps d'arrJlée in front of , Tit to ria. 
That city, on the evening of the 19th, displayed 
a singular spectacle of hurry and alarm-confu- 
sion and Inagnificence. Joseph Buonaparte, ,vith 
his staff and guards, the entire of his court, and 
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the bead-quarters of the arlllY of the Centre, ac- 
con1panied by an endless collection of equipages, 
interrningled with cavalry, artillery, and their 
numerous ambulances, occupied the buildings 
and crowded the streets. An unlnanageable lllass 
of soldiers and civilians were every 1110ment in- 
creased by fresh arrivals, all vainly seeking for 
accommodation in a town unequal to afford a 
shelter to half their number. 
"But a yet stranger scene was enacting in Vit- 
toria. 'Vhile the city was brilliantly illun1inated 
in honour of the pseudo-I(ing, and a gayer sight 
could not be fancied than its sparkling interior 
presented; beyond the walls, an army was taking 
a position, and a multitude of the peasants were 
forced by the French engineers to assist in throw- 
ing up field defences, and assist those \\1ho had 
ruled them with an iron hand to place their guns 
. in battery, and make other Inilitary dispositions 
to repel the army of the allies, who were advan- 
cing to effect their deliverance."- 


.)(- " The Bivouac." 
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City of Vitoria. - French position. - Opening, progress, and 
close of the engagement.-Fic1d of battle. 


\TITORIA is a city of great antiquity, and tIle capi- 
tal of the province of Alava. It stands in a valley 
surrounded on every side by high grounds, \vhile 
in the distance a lesser range of the Pyrenées is 
visible. Its naJne is derived from some forgot- 
ten victory, or, as some assert, from one achieved 
by its founder, Sancho 'TII. In front of this 
city * Joseph Buonaparte concentrated his corps 
d' arllzée on the night of the 19th, to cover the 
to\vn and hold the three great roads leading from 
Lagrona, l\Iadrid, and Bilboa, to Bayonne. 


,. It is remarkable that, within sight of this ground, the bat- 
tle of Najara was fought, in which Edward the Black Prince, 
acting as the ally of a bad man, defeated the best troops of 
France, under their most distinguished leader, Bertram du 
Guesclin, who was come in support of a worse. It is also 
rerr.arkable, that the Prince of Brazil, before the battle of 
Vitoria was fought, should have conferred the title of Duque 
de Victoria upon Lord \Yellington.-Southey. 
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The day of the 20th was occupied by T.J01.d 
WeJIington in bringing forward his detached 
brigades, and Inaking a careful 1"econlloissaJlce of 
the enemy. Although, generally, the position 
selected by J\Iarshal Jourdan ,vas strong, and 
certainly well chosen to effect the objects for 
which he risked a battle, still it had one mate- 
rial defect. Its great extent would permit many 
simultaneolls efforts to be Inade by an attacking 
army; and, accordingly, on the follo\ving day, 
the allied leader, ,vith admirable skill, availed 
himself of this advantage - and a most decisive 
victory ,vas the result. 
In point of strength, the contending armies 
were nearly equal, each numbering from seventy 
to seventy-five thousand nlen, the allies exceed- 
ing the French, probably by five thousand. Per- 
fect in every arm, more splendid troops were 
never ranged upon a battle-field. Both armies 
were ably commanded,- nominally, Joseph was 
général-en-chef-but Jourdan chose the ground, 
and directed every disposition. 
The morning of the 21st broke in glorious 
sunshine. The atmosphere was cloudless - and 
from the adjacent heights the progress of the 
battle could be distinctly viewed, except ,vhen 
smoke-wreaths for a time hid the cOlnbatants 
from many an anxious looker-on. 
The French corps occupied a line of nearly 
eight miles, - the extreme left placed upon 
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the heights of I..Ja Puebla, and the right resting' 
on an eminence above the villages of Abechuco 
and Ganlarra l\Iayor. rrhe centre \vas posted 
along 
 range of hills on the left bank of the 
river; n' hile a strong corps" resting its right flank 
upon the left centre, \vas formed on the bold 
high grounds \vhich rise behind the village of 
Sabijana. rrhe reserve \\?as placed at the vil1age 
of G0111echa; and the banks of the Zadorra, and 
a small \vood bet\veen the centre and the right, 
\vere thickly lined \vith tirailleurs. The first line 
consisted of the arlnies of Portugal and the South; 
and the arlny of the Centre, \vith the greater por- 
tion of the cavalry, formed the reserve. That 
part of the position near the village of GOlnecha, 
having been considered by Jourdan his most vul- 
nerable point, \vas defended by a nUlnerous ar- 
tillery. 1."he bridges \vere fortified-the commu- 
nications froll1 one part of the position to the 
other \vere direct-a deep river ran in front- 
the great roads to Bayonne and Palnplona in 
the rear-\yhile, to arrest 'Vellington's career, and 
preserve the inlmense convoys \vithin the city, 
or on the ro
d to France, loaded \vith the plun- 
der of a despoiled capital and a denuded country, 
the psuedo-I{ing deterrnined to accept the battle, 
\\' hieh the British leader was no\v prepared to 
offer. * 


",. " \,- e chanced to meet a Curé on the French side of the 
Pyrenées, at \\ hose house General )Ierle had been quartered, 
VOL. II. E 
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During the Peninsular canlpaigns, there was 
no battle fought that required nicer cOlllbina- 
tions, and a more correct calculation in time and 
movenlent, than that of Vitoria. It \vas impos- 
sible for Lord "r ellington to bring up, to an illl- 
mediate proxinlity for attack, every portion of his 
llU111erOUS army, and hence 111allY of his brigades 
had bivouacked on the preceding night a con- 
siderable distance froin the Zadorra. Part of the 
country before Vitoria \vas difficult and rocky; 
halnlets, enclosures, and ravines, separated the 
collllnns fronl each other; hence SOine of thenl 
\vere obliged to n10ve by naITO"" and broken 
roads, and arrangen1ents, perfect in themselves, 
,vere liable to elllbarrasSlnent froIn nUInerous 
contingencies. But the genius that directed 
these extended operations, could reIned y fortu i- 
tous events, should such occur. 
At daybreak, on the 21st, 'Vellington's disposi- 
tions \vere complete, and the allied arl11Y in mo- 
tion. Sir Rowland Hil1, ,vith the second British, 
Amarante's Portuguese, and l\furillo's Spanish di- 
visions, was ordered to storm the heights of La 
Puebla, occupied by the enerny's left. The first 
and fifth divisions, \vith Pack's and Bradford's 


shortly after the battle, who said that the general was furious, 
exclaiming against Joseph, and vowing that the matériel of 
three armies (those of the South, the Centre, and of Portugal) 
had been sacrificed to save f{(ty puflliJles aurl thei'r hag gage." - 
Pl)/li nsul(('I' Recollection,f;. 
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brigades, ]Jock's and Anson's cavalry, and Lon- 
ga's Spanish corps
 ,vere directed to turn the 
French right, cross the ZadoJ"ra, and seize on the 
Bayonne road. The third, fourth, seventh, and 
light divisions, ,,,ere to ad vance in t,\"O colu mns 
and attack 'Titoria in front and flank, and thus 
oblige J oordan either to come to a general en- 
gagement, or abandon the city and sacrifice his 
valuable convoys. 
r\.t da,vn of day, Joseph placed hilTIself upon 
a height that overlooked his right and centre. 
He ,yas attended by a numerous staff: and pro- 
tected by his o,vn body-guard. "T ellington chose 
an enliuence in front of the village of Arinez, 
cOlnmanding the right bank of the Zadorra, and 
continued there observing through a glass the 
progress of the fight, and directing the lllove- 
ments of his divisions, as calmly as he ,vould have 
inspected the movements at a revie\v. 
'fhe attack commenced by Hill's division mov- 
ing soon after day light by the J\Iiranda road, and 
the detaching of 1\1 urillo's Spanish corps to carry 
the heights of La Puebla, and drive in the left 
flank of the enenlY. The latter task ,vas a diffi- 
cult one, as the ground rose abruptly from the 
valley, and to,vering to a considerable heigh t, 
presented a sheer ascent, that at first sight ap- 
peared almost inpracticable. 
The Spaniards, \vith great difficulty, although 
unopposed, reachpd the SUllll11it; and there, anlong 
E 
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rocks and broken ground, became sbarply en- 
gaged with the French left. Perceiving that 
they \vere unable to force the enemy from the 
heiahts Sir Rowland Hill advanced a British 
b , 
bri aade to 1\1 urillo's assistance; \v hile, alarmed for 
o 
the safety of his flank, Jourdan detached troops 
from his centre to support the division that held 
La Puebla. A fierce and protracted cOlnbat en- 
sued - the loss on both sides \\"as severe - and 
Colonel Cadogan fell at the head of his brigade. 
But gradually and steadily the British gained 
ground; and while the eyes of both arlnies were 
turned upon the combatants, and the posses- 
sion üf the heights seemed doubtful still, the 
eagle glance of Wellington discovered the for- 
ward movement of the Highland tartans, and 
he announced to his staff: that La Puebla was 
carried.* 
The village of Sabijana was the next object 
of attack, and a brigade of the second division 
stormed it after a short but determined resistance. 
As that village covered the Jeft of their line, the 
French made many efforts to recover its posses- 
sion; but it ,vas most gallantly retained until 
the left and centre of the allies moved up, and 
the attack on the enemy's line became general. 
While Sabijana \vas repeatedly assaulted, the 
light division formed in close columns under 
cover of SOUle broken ground, and at a short dis- 


'IF " The Bivouac." 
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tance fronl the river. The hussar brigade, dis- 
Inounted, \vere on the left; and the fourth di vi- 
sion in position on the right, \vaiting the signal 
for advancing. The heavy cavalry forined a re- 
serve to the centre, in event of its requiring sup- 
port before the third and seventh divisions came 
up; and the first and fifth, ,,,ith a Spanish and 
Portuguese corps, \vere detached to occupy the 
road to Saint Sebastian, and thus intercept the 
enemy's retreat. 
Presently, an opening cannonade upon the left 
announced that Sir Thomas Grahaln was engaged, 
and Lord Dalhousie notified his arrival ,vith the 
third and seventh divisions at l\lendonza. rl'he 
InOOlent for a grand lTIOyeU1ent had come-Lord 
"r ellington sa,v and seized the crisis of the day, 
and ordered a general attack on the \vhole extent 
of the French position. 
rrhe light division moved for,vard under cover 
of a thicket, and placed itself opposite the enenlY's 
right centre, about t\VO hundred paces froln the 
bridge of Villoses - and on the arrival of Lord 
Dalhousie, the signal ,vas given to advance. At 
this critical moment an intelligent Spaniard op- 
portune]y carne up, and announceù that one of the 
bridges \vas undefended. The mistake \vas q uick- 
ly seized upon. A brigade, led by the First Rifles, 
crossed it at a run -and, \vithout any loss, esta- 
blished itself in a deep ravine, ,vhere it \vas COln- 
pletely protected from the enenlY's cannonade. 



54 


VITO RIA. 


Nothing could be more beautiful than the ope- 
rations which followed. The light division car- 
ried the bridge of N anclaus, and the fourth that 
of Tres Puentes; the divisions of Picton and 
Dalhousie follortved, and the battle becanle ge- 
neral. The passage of the river-the movement 
of glittering In
sses from right to left, far as the 
eye could range - the deafening roar of cannon 
- the sustained fusiìade of infantry - all "
as 
grand and iUlposing; while the English cavalry, 
displayed in glorious sunshine and formed in line 
to support the cOlumns, completed a spectacle, 
grand and nlagnificent beyond description. 
IlnlTIediately after crossing the Zadorra, Col- 
vine's brigade becanle seriously engaged wîth 
a strong French corps, and gallantly defeated 
it. Pressing on with characteristic impetuosity, 
and without halting to correct the irregularity a 
recent and successful struggle had occasioned, 
the brigade encountered on the brow of the hill 
two lines of French infantry regularly drawn 
up, and prepared to receive their assailants. 
For a nloment the result was regarded with 
considerable apprehension, and means actually 
adopted for sustaining the brigade, when - as 
that event seemed inevitable - it should be re- 
pulsed by the enemy. But valour overcanle every 
disadvantage, and the perfect formation of the 
"(1'rench could not ,vithstand the dashing onset of 
the assailants. 'fheir rush ,vas irresistible - on 
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,vent these daring soldiers, "sweeping before 
thenl the forlTIida
le array that, circUIDstanced 
as they \vere, appeared calculated to produce an- 
nihilation." 
,,-rhile the COlD bined movements of the differen t 
divisions ,vere thus in every place successful, the 
attack on the village of Arinez failed, and the 
88th "rere repulsed in an attelDpt to storn1 it. 
Here the French fought desperately-and here 
alone the fortune of the day \vavered even for 
a mornent. Nothing could exceed the obstinacy 
,yith l\l'hich the village \vas defended; but, under 
a severe fire, Lord 'Vellington in person directed 
a fresh assault. The 45th and 74th ascended the 
height; the French \\pere fairly forced out at the 
point of the bayonet, and Arinez, after a san- 
guinary struggle, \vas \von. 
l\Iean\vhi1e the flank IDovements on Gamarra 
l\Iayor and Abechuco \vere effected lvith splendid 
success. Both villages, having bridges across the 
river, \vere filled \vith troops and vigorously de- 
fended. Gamarra l\Iayor ,vas stormed ,vith the 
bayonet by Os\vald's division \vithout firing a 
shot; and, under cover of the artiHery, Halket's 
Gernlan light infantry, and Bradford's Portuguese 
Caçadores, advanced against Abechuco. Nothing 
could be more gallant than the assault. 'I'he 
French ,vere dislodged frorn the village ,vith 
heavy loss, and the bridges left in the undisputed 
possession of the victors. 
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'I'lte whole of the enemy's first line \vere no\v 
driven back, but they retired in perfect order, 
and re-forlning close to Vitoria, presented an 
irnposing front, protected by nearly one hundred 
pieces of artillery. A tremendous fire checked 
the ad vance of the left centre; and the stornI of 
the guns on both sides raged with unabated fury 
for an hour. Vitoria, although so near the conl- 
batants, \vas hidden frOiTI view by the dense smoke 
- \v bile volley after volley fronl the French in- 
fantry thinned, though it could not shake, Pic- 
ton's "fighting third." 
I t ,vas a desperate and final effort. 'fhe allies 
,vere advancing in beautiful order; ,vhile confu- 
sion \vas already ,'isib]e in the enemy's ranks, as 
their left attempted to retire by esche]ons of di- 
visions - a dangererous IllOVelTIent when badly 
executed. Presently the cannon \vere abandoned, 
and the whole mass of 
"rench troops comlnenced a 
Inost disorderly retreat by the road to Pamplona. 
" The sun was setting, and his last rays fell 
upon a magnificent spectacle. Red masses of 
infantry ,vere seen advancing steadily across the 
plain-the horse-artillery at a gallop to the front, 
to open its fire on the fugitives - the hussar 
brigade charging by the Camino Real - while 
the second division, having overCOlne every 
obstacle, and driven the enenlY froln its front, 
,vas extending over the heights upon the right, 
in 1ine, its arIl1S and appointuH:llts fla
hiJ)g gIo- 
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l"iously -in the fading sunshine of 'departing 
day.' ,,* 
Never had an action been more general, nor 
the attacks in every part of an extended positon 
more simultaneous and successful. In the ]ine 
of operations six bridges over the Zadorra \vere 
crossed or storrrJed. 'fhat on the road to Burgos 
enabled Lord Hill to pass; the fourth division 
crossed that of N anclares; the light, at 'rres Pu- 
entes; Picton and Dalhousie passed the river 
lo\ver down; ,vhile Lord Lyndoch carried Abe- 
chuco and Gamarra l\Iayor, though both were 
strongly fortified, and both obstinately defended. 
Driven completely through Vitoria, the French 
never made an attempt to raHy. The formation 
of their army ,vas totaHy destroyed, and its dis- 
organization completed. Indeed, no defeat could 
have been 1110re decisive-the dérollte ,vas general: 
and an arnlY, at sunrise perfect in every arm, had 
become at evening a lllixed and helpless mob. 
Even at Ocana and .ì\ledel1in, the ra\v, undisciplin- 
ed,. and ill-c0111111anà.ed Spaniards had never been 
IDore cornpletely routed. \T ery few of the infant- 
ry retained their nluskets,t and ulan)'" thre\v a\vay 


"if: "The Bivouac." 
t "From the number of muskets left on the field, the 
wounded must have been very great: wounded Inen invari- 
ably get quit of everything that incumbers their retreat; 
but a musket is scarcely ever to be seen whole, as the first 
COllIer always snaps it across the snlall of the stock."-Penin- 
sular Jtccullcctioll.s. 
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their \vhole accoutrelnents in order to expedite 
their flight. All were abandoned to the conq ue- 
rors- the tra ,'elling carriage of the pseudo-li:ing, 
,vith his \yardrobe, plate, \vines, and private cor- 
l'eSpOHÙence, \vere found alTIOng the spoils. In- 
deed, Jospph himself narrowly escaped from being 
added to the list; for Captain "\tV yndhanl 11lade 
a bold dash at "'rhe Intruder," \vith a squa- 
dron of the 10th hussars, and firing into the 
coach, ob1iged hinl to leave it, and ride off at 
speed under the protection of a strong escort of 
cavalry. _ 
Night closed upon the victors and the van- 
quished - and darkness and broken ground fa- 
voured the escape of battalions flying from the 
field in mob-like disorder, and incapable of any 
resistance, haù they been overtaken and attacked. 
'f,vo leagues from Vitoria the pursuit ,vas re- 
luctantly given up,-but the horse-artillery;while 
a shot could reach the fugitives, continued to 
harass the retreat. 
'fhe whole baggage and field equipage of three 
distinct armies fell into the hands of the con- 
querors. One hundred and fifty pieces of can- 
non, four hundred caissons, t\velve thousand 
rounds of alnmullition, and t\VO nlillions of 
musket-cartridges, with a thousand prisoners, ,vere 
taken. 1'he casualties on both sides were heavy. 
'fhe British lost five hundred killed, two thou- 
sand eight hundred ,vounded; the Portuguese 
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one hundred and fifty killed, nIne hundred 
,vounded; and the Spaniards eighty-nine of 
the former, and four hundred and sixty of the 
latter. The French loss, of course, was infinitely 
greater; and even by their o\vn returns it was 
adlnitted to anlount to eight thousand: but, 
prisoners included, it Inust have exceeded that 
number considerably. 
On the morning of the 22nd, the field of battle, 
and the roads for S0111e miles in the rear, exhi- 
bited an appearance it seldom falls within hUlllan 
po\ver to \vitness. There, lay the \vreck of a 
lnighty army; while plunder, accumulated dur- 
ing the French successes, and \vrung from every 
part of Spain with unsparing rapacity, ,vas reck- 
lessly abandoned to any who chose to seize it. 
Cannon and caissons, carriages and tumbrels, wag- 
gons of every description, \vere overturned or de- 
serted, and a stranger 'JllélaJlgt
 could not be ima- 
gined, than that \vhich these enormous convoys 
presented to the eye. Here, ,vas the personal 
baggage of a king; there, the scenery and decora- 
tions of a theatre. l\Iunitions of war \vere mixed 
\vith articles of virtú - and scattered arrns and 
packs, silks, embroidery, plate, and je\vels, nlingled 
in \vild disorder. One \vaggon ,vas loaded ,vith 
Inoney, another with cartridgcs-\vhile wounded 
soldiers, deserted \V0111en, and children of every 
age, every\vhere ÏIllplored assistance, or thre\v 
thell1Selves for protection on the hUlnanity of the 
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victors. H ere, a lady ,vas overtaken in her car- 
riage-in the nex t calash was an actress or fille- 
de-chambre,-while droves of oxen were roaming 
over the plain, intermingled with an endless quan- 
tity of sheep and goats, mules and horses, asses 
and cows. 
'fhat much valuable plunder came into the 
hands of the soldiery is certain; but the better 
portion fell to the peasantry and camp-followers. 
T\vo valuable captures were secured-a fuliinili- 
tary chest, and the baton* of Marshal Jourdan. 
'Vere not the indiscriminating systern of spo- 
liation pursued by the French 
rlllies recollected, 
the enormous collection of plunder abandoned at 
Vitoria would appear incredible. From the high- 
est to the lowest, all were bearing off some valu- 
ables from the country they had overrun; and 
even the Ji.ing himself had not proved an excep- 
tion, for, rolled in the imperials of his own coach, 
some of the finest pictures from the royal gal- 
leries were di
covered. To secure or facilitate 
their transport, they had been removed [rorn 
their frames, and deposited in the royal car- 
riage, no doubt, destined to add to tbe unrivalled 


* "It was rather more than a foot long, and covered with 
blue velvet, on which the imperial eagles were embroidered; 
and it had been tipped with gold, but the first finder had se- 
cured the gold for himself. The case was of red morocco 
, 
with silver clasps, and with eagles on it, and at either end the 
l\larshal's name inlprinted in gold letters."-Southcy. 
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collection, that by similar means had been ab- 
stracted from the Continent, and presented to the 
Louvre. "r ellington, ho\vever, interrupted the 
Spanish paintings in their transit-and thus saved 
the troll ble and fornlality of a restoration. * 


:At " The Bivouac." 


, 
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Joseph Buonaparte retreats into France.-Pmnplona blockaded, 
and San Sebastian besieged.-Battles of the Pyrenées. 


THE disordered state in \v hich the French arnlY 
appeared before the gates of Pamplona, rendered 
it advisable to forbid theln entrance, and their re- 
treat was necessarily continued. Graham, with 
the left corps of the allies, had endeavoured to 
cut off Foy; but, though he failed in effecting 
it, he forced him, after abandoning Tolasa, to 
cross the frontier. Hill's corps followed the 
French on the Pamplona road; and another part 
of his arlny was detached by Lord Wellington 
against Clausel by I
ogrono, while a second corps 
moved rapidly on l'udela to interrupt his retreat. 
By marching on Zaragossa, Clausel retired into 
France by the pass of Jaca; but, in this hasty 
operation he lost all his artillery, and was ob1iged 
to abandon a redoubt with its garrison, ,vhich 
some tinle after, fell into l\Iina's hands. Pancorba 
surrendered to O'Donel, and Passages to l
onga ; 
Castro and Gueteria were evacuated; and south 
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of the Ebro, every post, one after the other, ,vas 
yielded to the Spaniards. 
Successes follo,ved the march of the allies. Su- 
chet retired froln ,r alencia on the 6th of J ul y ; 
and Joseph Buonaparte ,vas driven frOlTI the val- 
ley of San Esteval1 on the 7th, by Hill and LOl'd 
Dalhousie, the first marching by the pass of I
anz, 
,vhile the other turned the fight of the enenlY. 
"r ellington \\"as nO\\T in possession of the passes 
of the Pyrenées; and in the short space of t\VO 
lllonths had moved his victorious arnJY across 
the kingdom of Spain, and changed his can- 
tonulents frOlTI the frontier of Portugal to a 
position in the Pyrenées, fron) \vhich he looked 
do\vn upon the southern provinces of France. 
Napoleon received intelligence of Lord "T el- 
lington's successes ,vith feelings of undissembled 
anger and surprise. To recover the line of the 
Ebro ,vas his instant deterlnination - he kne\v 
the dangerous effect the presence of a British 
arlny on the frontier of "beautiful France" must 
of necessity produce; and 1\1arsl1al Sou It \vas spe- 
cially despatched from Gerlnany, to assume the 
chief cOlnnland of the beaten army, and, if pos- 
sible, restore its fallen fortunes. 
"r ellington foresa\v the coming storm, and 
turned his iUlmediate attention to the reduction 
of Pamplona and San Sebastian. From the 
strength of the former, and the excellent condi- 
tion of its defences, the allied cOlnmander decided 
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on a blockade; and it \vas accordingly closely in- 
vested by General Hill. Redoubts were thro

n 
up ,vithin fifteen hundred yards of the place, 
armed \vith the cannon taken at Vitoria, and to 
the Spanish arlny under O'Ðonel the conduct of 
the blockade was intrusted. 
Grahaul, with his corps augmented to ten 
thousand men, was directed to besiege San Sebas- 
tian; and, on the 11 th of July, he sat do\vn be- 
fore the place. 
San Sebastian is built on a peninsula, its wes- 
tern defences washed by the sea, anù its eastern 
by the river Urumea, which at high water rises 
several feet above the base of the escarp ,vall. A 
bold and rocky height, called l\fonte Orgul1o, 
rises at the extreme point of a narrow neck of 
land-and on its summit stands the citadel of I
a 
1\lota. 
Eight hundred yards distant from the ]and- 
front, the convent of San Bartolelneo, with a re- 
doubt and circular field-work, were garrisoned. 
These advanced posts were strongly fortified- 
and, as it was determined to breach the eastern 
wall and storn1 it afterwards at low water, when 
the receding tide should pern1Ìt an advance by 
the left of the Urumea, it became necessary, as a 
prelilninary step, to dislodge the enenlY from the 
convent. 
On the 14th of July, the guns in battery open- 
ed a heavy fire on San Bartolen1eo; and by the 
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next day the \valls of the building ,vere injured 
considerably. Another battery, erected beyond 
the U rumea, fired \vith equal success upon the 
bastion; and on the 17th both \vorks \vere car- 
ried by assault. Batteries, armed \vith thirty- 
two siege guns and ho\vitzers, opened on the 
to\vn ,vall fronl the sandhills; and on the 25th 
t\VO breaches ,vere effected, one of thirty yards 
extent, and the other of ten. A mine "ras also 
driven under the glacis-and its explosion was the 
appointed signal for an assault upon the breaches. 
At first, the astounding noise distracted the 
garrison, and enabled the advance of both storm- 
ing parties to gain the breaches; but the "}'rench 
recovered from their panic, and poured such a 
fire of grape and musketry on the assai1ants, that 
the breach \vas heaped with dead and dying, and 
the allies \vere driven back to the trenches \vith a 
Joss of above six hundred men.-The Joss of the 
British, fron1 the 7th to the 27th of July, amount.. 
ed to t\VO hundred and four killed, seven hun- 
dred and seventy-four \vounded, and three hun- 
dred missing. 
This severe repulse, added to the certain intel- 
ligence that Soult \vas preparing to strike a grand 
blo\v, induced IAord "r ellington to issue imme- 
diate orders to raise the siege. 
Circurnstances, indeed, rendered that step un- 
avoidable. The French "rere already in motion- 
Sault had forced the passes on the right, penetrat- 
VOL. II. F 
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ed the vaHeys of the Pyrenées, and was nlarching 
to relieve Parnplona. 
Lord "T el1ington had a most extensive, and, 
consequently, a very difficult position to defend, 
his C01]JS d' arnzée covering an extent of country 
extending fronl flank to flank over sixty nliles 
of lTIountains, ,vithout lateral COlTIlTIUnications, or 
the 111eans of holding a disposable reserve in the 
rear of passes, all of ,vhich must be defended, as 
the loss of one would render the defence of the 
others unavailing. 
After issuing a spirited proclamation to his 
arlTIY, Soult lost no time in COlTInlencing opera- 
tions. . His corps had been organized ane,v, 
strongly reinforceò, and strengthened in every 
arm, and ITIOre particularly in artillery. To re- 
lieve PalTIplona, it ,,,"ould be necessary to carry 
the passes of .l\Iaya and Roncesvalles; and accord- 
ingly, the French l\Iarshal suddenly assembled 
the wings of his army and a division of the centre, 
at St. Jean Pied ùe Port; while D'Erlon, with 
the reulainder of the corps, concentrated at Es- 
paletta. 
By feints upon the smaller passes of Espagne 
and Lereta, D'Erlon masked his real attelTIpt, 
\\Thich ,vas to be made upon that of l\Iaya, by 
a nlountain path frOITI Espaletta. FrOI'll several 
suspicious appearances an attacl{ ,vas dreaded. 
Some light companies had consequently been 
orùered up-and ,vith the pickets, they ,ycre as- 
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sailed at noon in such force, * that, though sup- 
ported by the 34th, 50th, and 92nd, they ,vere 
driven back on a height communicating \vith 
Echalar, \v hen, reinforced by Barnes's brigade of 
the seventh division, they succeeded in repulsing 
the attack and holding their ground again. 
The affair ,vas very sanguinary. One \ving of 
the 92nd \vas nearly cut to pieces. All the regi- 
ments engaged highly distinguished themselves- 
and the 82nd in particular. The allies lost nearly 
t\VO thousand lTIen, and four pieces of artillery. 
Sault's advance on Roncesvalles ,vas made in 
inlposing force; but his movements were seen, and 
the necessary dispositions made for defeating them. 
General Byng, \vho commanded, sent :àlurillo's 
Spanish division to observe the road of A.rbaicete, 
by 'v hich the pass of l\Iaya might have been 
turned on the right; and descending the heights, 
placed his o\\"n brigade in a position by ,vhich 
that inlportant road nlight be covered more effec- 
tual1y. Soult, however, directed his true attack 
upon the left. Cole \vas overpo\vered and driven 
back - but the Fusilier brigade sustained him, 
and the attack throughout being lnet \vith steady 
gal]antry, ,vas eventually defeated. 
On Byng's division the French 
Iarshal di- 


.. In fact, the picket was surprised - the advanced videts 
upon a height in its front having been overpowered by the 
heat, had fallen asleep, and thus allowed the French to approach 
the picket without giving an alarm. 
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rected his next effort; and with a force so su- 
perior, that, though obstinately resisted, it proved 
successful, so far as it obliged the weak brigades 
of the English General to fan back upon the 
mountains, and abandon the i\rbaicete road, 
\vhile l\Iurillo's Spaniards were driven on the 
fourth division. Necessarily the whole fell back 
at night-fall, and took a position in front of 
Z u biri. 
Picton's division united with the fourth next 
lllorning, and both fell leisurely back as tIle 
Duke of Dahnatia advanced. Picton continued 
retiring on the 27th, and that evening took a 
position in front of Panlplona to cover the block- 
ade. General Hill having already fallen back on 
Irurita. 
Nearly at this tÌIne Lord "r eI1ington had come 
up; putting in 1110tion the several corps \vhich lay 
in his route to the scene of action-and at one end 
of a mountain village he pencil1ed a despatch, as 
a French detachment had entered by the other. 
Having despatched the order, he galloped to the 
place \vhere Picton's divisions \vere dra\vn up- 
the third, on the right, in front of H uarte, and 
extending to the heights of Olaz-and the fourth, 
with ]}yng's and CalTIpbell's brigades, formed 
on the left; their fight on the road from Ron- 
cesvalles to Z ubiri, and the left commanding 
that from Ostiz to Pamplona. The reserve ,vas 
formed of the corps of l\IuriUo and O'Donel- 
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,vhile, on the only ground on \vhich cavalry could 
act, the British dragoons \vere fornled under Sir 
Stapleton Cotton. 
Soult had occupied the high grounds in the 
front of those held by the allies. In the evening 
he luade an effort to possess a hill occupied by a 
Portuguese and Spanish brigade on the right of 
the fourth division. These troops steadily re- 
sisted the attack, and, supported by a British and 
Spanish regilnent, repulsed the French, until 
darkness ended the firing on both sides. 
Pack's division caIne up on the 28th, and took 
a position in the rear of the fourth division, cover- 
ing the valley of the Lanz. The village of Soran.... 
ren in their front \vas held by the French; anif, 
in considerable force, they llloved for\vard, and 
thence attacked the sixth division. Bll t this move- 
111ent \vas exposed to a flanking fire, tbat obliged 
the enemy to retire after suffering a serious loss. 
On the left of the division, a reginlent of Portu- 
guese Caçadores \vere driven back by a simul- 
taneous attack-but Ross's brigade can1e rapidly 
for\vard, and completely repulsed the French. On 
the right, a rene\ved effort partially succeeded, as 
the Spanish regiments \vere deforced; but th
 
40th carne to the charge, and cleared the hill of 
the enemy. 
1"he French l\Iarshal's efforts had been direct- 
ed against the \vÌ101e of the heights held by the 
fourth ùi vision. In ahuost all he was repelled- 
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but on the right of the brigade of Ross, Sault 
,vas for a time succes
ful, and CaInpbell's Portu- 
gue
e regiments, unable to bear the furious and 
sustained attack, lost ground, and allowed the 
enemy to establish a strong body of troops within 
the allied position. Of necessity, General Ross, 
baying his flank turned, immediately fell back. 
\Vellington saw the crisis, and tbe 27th and 48th 
,vere directed to recover the ground with the 
bayonet. Ross nloved forward in support,-a 
brilliant and bloody struggle terminated in the 
total repulse of the French division, which, with 
severe loss, was IJrecipitately driven from the 
beight it had with such difficulty gained. At 
this period of the fight, Pacl{'s brigade advanced 
up the hill. The French gave up further efforts 
on the position.,-and a long, sanguinary, and de- 
termined contest terolinated. 
1"he fourth division in this affair had been 
lllost gloriously distinguished. 'I'he bayonet, 
in every trying exigency, was resorted to; the 
charges were frequent, and SOIne regiments, the 
fusiliers (7th and 23rd), with the 20th and 40th, 
repeatedly checked an advance, or recovered lost 
ground, by " steel alone." 
Hill's division had marched by Lanz, and Lord 
Dalhousie from San Estevan on Lizasso, and 
reached it on the 28th. The seventh division 
1110ved to l\1:arcelain, and covered the Pamplona 
road. Soult, failing in his efforts on the front of 
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the position, deternlined to attack Ilill's corps, 
turn the left of the allies, and thus relieve !)aln- 
plona. 
D'Erlon had reached Ostiz on the 29th, and 
Soult detached a division froin his o\vn position 
to strengthen him. During the night of the 
29th he crossed the Lanz, and occupied the 
heights in front of the sixth and seventh divi- 
sions, and \vithdra,ving the corps hitherto posted 
opposite the third English division, his left wing 
closed in on the main position of the moun tain, 
directly ill front of the fourth division. D'Erlon's 
corps, now considerably strengthened, conlmuni.. 
cated by the right of the Lanz \vith the heights 
occupied by their left. 
"fhese dispositions of the French l\Iarshal \vere 
at once penetrated by Lord "r ellington, and he 
decided on driving the enenlY froin the main 
position) \vhich, from its importance, was very 
strongly occupied. 
Picton, crossing the heights from \v hich the 
French corps had been recently ,vithdr
n.vn, turn- 
ed the left of their position on the road to Ron- 
cesvalles, \v hile Lord Dalhousie advanced against 
the heights in front of the seventh division, and 
gained their right flank. Packenhanl, \vith the 
sixth division, turned the village of Sorauren, and, 
assisted by Byng's brigade, carried that of Ostiz. 
These flank movelnents \vere executed with adlnÍ- 
rable rapidity, and enabled Cole, \vith part of the 
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fourth division, to assault the front of the enenlY's 
position. His attack succeeded. The French 
gave ,vay,-a noble chain of posts was forced on 
every side, as ,yen by the dashing gallantry of 
the troops as the excellent dispositions of their 
]eader. 
'"fhe French had endeavoured to outflank Ge- 
neral Hill; but Pringle's brigade nlanæl1vred on 
the heights above the I..Aa Zarza road, and as the 
enemy extended by the right, they observed a 
parallel direction. During these mOVelTIents front 
attacks ,vere frequently and furiously made, and 
always repulsed by the bayonet. Sir Ro,vland 
steadily Inaintained his position behind Lizasso, 
until a strong corps, detached by D'Erlon, suc- 
ceeded in filing round the left flank of the 
British brigades. No result of any importance 
ensued - for Hill leisurely retired on a moun- 
tain position at Eguarras, a n1Ïle in the rear, and 
every attempt made by D'Erlon to dislodge hiln 
proved a failure. 
That night, Soult, discoInfited in his numerous 
and ,veIl-sustained attacks on every position of 
the allied lines, fen back, and ,vas vigorously 
pursued by his opponent. 'I\vo divisions \vere 
overtaken at the pass of Donna l\1aria, and brought 
to action. Although 1110st formidably posted, 
they \vere driven fron1 their ground by the second 
and seventh divisions - ,vhile at another I)oint, 
Barnes's brigade Inade a daring and successful 
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attack on a corps of much superIor strength, 
formed in a difficult position. 
"r ellington continued the pursuit to Irurita, 
the French retiring rapidly to\vards the frontier, 
frOITI "Thence they had so confidently advanced, 
and on \vhich they \vere as promptly obliged to 
}.ecede. In their retreat through the valley of 
the Bidassao, the enemy's loss in prisoners and 
baggage ,vas considerable. A large convoy ,vas 
taken at Elizondo, and on the night of the 1st 
of August, the entire of the French corps \vere 
driven frOlTI the Spanish territory, and the British 
bivouacs once III ore established on the saBle 
grou nd \v hich they had occupied previous to the 
advance of the Duke of Daln1atia. 
During a continued series of bold operations, 
and constant and sustained attacks, the loss on 
both sides could not but be immense. Soult's 
amounted to at least eight thousand, and "r el- 
lington's to eight hundred anù eighty-one killed, 
five thousand five hundred and ten \vounded, 
and seven hundrerl and five 111issing. That the 
French l\Iarshal ,vas perfectly confident of suc- 
ceeding, could be inferred from the tone of his 
address to the army, and the n1ass of cavalry 
and imlnense park of guns,. \vith \vhich he had 


"" On the night of the 28th, Soult took the precaution of 
sending his artillery into France, or, there is no doubt that 
nlany of his guns would have been added to the immen
c park 
already captured ii"Olll Jo
eph at Vitoria. 
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provided himself, and which, as they could not 
be employed in mountain combats, were eVI- 
dently designed to assist in future operations 
that should sllcceed his deforcement of the allies 
frorn the Pyrenées, and the raising of the block- 
ade of Pamplona. That garrison had sallied on 
the 28th and seized on several batteries; but 
these were immediately recovered, and the sortie 
defeated by the division of Don Carlos. Nothing 
could have been more annoying to the French 
l\Iarshal than that he should have actually 
reached within one league of the blockaded for- 
tress, and never be pernlitted afterwards to open 
the slightest communication with its garrison. 
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l\lountain bivouacs of the al1ies.-Siege of San Sebastian re- 
sumed.- Town taken by assauIt.-Affair of San )larcia1.- 
Castle invested.- The garrison surrender.-Operations of 
the Anglo-Sicilian army. 


AFTER the retreat of Soult, the British and their 
allies resumed the positions from ,vhich they had 
been dislodged by the advance of the French 
1\larsha1, and re-established head-quarters at Le- 
zeca. A short period of cOlnparative inactivity 
succeeded: immediate operations could not be 
commenced on either side,-the enenlY had been 
too severely repulsed to perrnit their becoming 
assailants again; \vhile, on the other hand, "r el- 
lington ,vould not be justified in crossing the 
frontier and entering a hostile country, \yith Pam- 
plona and St. Sebastian in his rear, and garrisoned 
by the French. 
Nothing could be Inore magnificent than the 
positions of the British brigades. For 111any a 
lllile along the extended line of occupation, huts 
cro\vning the heights or studding the deep val- 
leys belo\v thelTI, sho\ved the rude d \veHings of the 
nlighty nlass ùf hunlan beings collectcd in that Al- 
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pine country. At night the scene was still more 
picturesque. '-rhe irregular surface of the sierras 
sparkled ,vith a thousand watch-fires, and the 
bivouacs of the allies exhibited all the varieties 
of light and shado\v ,vhich an artist loves to 
copy. To the occupants thelTIselves, the vie\vs 
obtained from their elevated abodes were grand 
and ilnposing. One 'v hile obscured in fog, the 
hUln of voices alone announced that their COIll- 
rades \vere beside thelll,- while at another, the 
sun bursting forth in cloudless beauty, displayed 
a varied scene, glorious beyond imagination. At 
their feet the fertile plains of France presented 
thenlselves,-above, ranges of nlagnificent heights 
to\vered in majestic grandeur to the skies, and 
stretched into distance beyond the range of 
sio'ht.* 
o 
Although no military movenlents \vere made, 
this inactive interval of a vigorous caInpaign ,vas 
usefully enlployed by the allied cOInnlander, in 
organising anew the regilTIents that had suffered 
most, concentrating the divisions, replacing ex- 
hausted stores, and perfecting the whole nlaté,.iel 
of the army. Those of the British near the coast, 
conlpared ,vith the corps that were blockading 
P3nlplona, lived cornfortably in their lTIountain 
bivouacs; indeed, the task of covering a blockade 
is the most disagreeable that falls to the sol- 
dier's lot. Exposed to cold and rain, continually 


:Jt "The ßivouac." 
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on the alert, and yet engaged in a duty devoid 
of enterprise and interest, nothing could be more 
,vearying to the troops employed; and desertions, 
,vhich during active service \vere infrequent, no,v 
became nUlnerous, and especially among the 
Spaniards and Irish. 
The siege of San Sebastian ,vas rene'\\"ed. Guns, 
formerlyelnployed, were re-Ianded,-the trenches 
occupied again, - and a large supply of heavy 
ordnance and mortars, received opportunely fronl 
England, ,vere placed in battery. Lord ,,-r el- 
lington 'V
S reinforced by a conlpany of sappers 
and llliners-and the navy, under Sir George Col- 
Jier, assisted hiln \vith both men and guns. The 
batteries ,vere consequently enlarged-and a fu- 
rious sortie by the garrison on the night of the 
24th producing little effect, on the 26th, a crush- 
ing fire opened from fifty-seven pieces of siege 
artillery. 
On the saIne night the island of Santa Clara 
situated at the entrance of the harbour, and par- 
tiaHy enfilading the defences of the castle, ,vas 
surprised and storlned by a mixed party of sailors 
and soldiers, and its garrison lllaòe prisoners. 
On the 27th, a second sortie on the \vhole front 
of the isthmus failed entirely, - and the assail- 
ants ,vere instantly dri ven back. 'rhe siege and 
'\v0rking artillery* had been no\v augmented to 


,. "The French lost many nlen by our spherical case-shot; and 
they attempted to imitate what they had found so destructive, 
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eighty pieces-and on the 30th the breaches 'v ere 
so extensively battered do,vn, that Lord 'Vel- 
lington issued orders that they should be assault. 
ed, and the next morning ,vas nalned fOl. the at. 
teolpt.* 
In the annals of modern warfare, there is no 
conflict recorded so sanguinary and so desperate 
as the storlning of that ,veIl-defended breach. 
During the blockade, every resource of military 
ingenuity was tried by the French governor-and 
the failure of the first assault, with the subsequent 
raising of the siege, enlboldened the garrison, 
and rendered then1 the more confident of holding 
out until Soult could advance and succour thenl. 
'fhe tinle froin which the battering guns had 
been \vithdrawn, until they had been again placed 
in battery, ,vas assiduously employed in con- 
structing new defences and strengthening the 
old ones. But though the place when reinvest- 
ed ,vas nlore fOrJnidable than before, the besieg- 
ers appeared only the more detern1Ïned to re- 
duce it.t 
l\Iorning broke gloon1ily - an intense Inist 


by filling common shells with small balls, and bursting them over 
the heads of the besiegers; but these were without effect."- 
* " l\len were now invited to volunteer for the assault, such 
men, it was said, 'as knew how to show other troops how to 
mount a breach.' \Vhen this was communicated to the fourth 
division, which was to furnish four hundred men, the 'lv/wle 
division m01,r"ed forward." -Southey. 
t "A mortar battery was erected to she]} the castle fronl 
across the bay, - \-",hile a stornl of round and case-shot was 
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obscured every object, and the \vork of slaughter 
,vas for a titne delayed. A t nine the sea breeze 
cleared a\vay the fog; the sun shone gloriously 
out-and in t\\.o hours the forlorn hope issued 
fronl the trenches. The collllnns succeeded, *- 
and e,?ery gun fron1 the fortress that could bear, 
opened on then1 ,yith shot and shells. The ap- 
pearance of the breach ,vas perfectly delusive- 
nothing living could reach the summit-no cou- 
rage, ho,yever desperate, could overCotne the 
difficulties, for they ""ere alike unexpecteà and 
insurmountable. In vain the officers rushed for- 
,yard, and devotedly \vere they follo\ved by their 
men. From intrenched houses behind the breach, 
the traverses, and the ramparts of the curtain, 
a ,vithering discharge of nlusketry \-vas poured 
on the assailants, \v bile the l\Iirador and Prince 
batteries s\vept the approaches lvith their guns. 
To suryive this concentrated fire was ilupossib!e ; 
the forlorn hope ""ere cut off to a nlan, and the 


Inaintained so vigorously, that in a short time the fire of the 
enen1Y was neady silenced." 
In a tempest of thunder, lightning, and rain, and amid the 
uproar of elemental fury, three mines, loaded with sixteen hun- 
dred pounùs of powder, were sprung by the besiegers, and the 
sea, wall completely blown down. 

 The storming party was composed of volunteers; and they 
were given by the light, first, and fourth divisions, the brigades 
of Hay and Robinson, and the caçadores of General Spry. 
Hobinson's brigade led the storm, and General Leith com- 
n1anded the division. 
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heads of tl1e columns annihilated. At last tl1e 
debouches \vere chol
ed with the dead and wound- 
ed, and a further passage to the breach rendered 
inlpracticable, from the heap of corpses that ,vere 
piled upon each other. . 
Then, in that desperate lTIOlnent, when hope 
Inight have been supposed to be over, an ex- 
pedient unparalleled in the records of war was 
resorted to. 'l'he British batteries opened on the 
curtain-and the storlning parties heard with sur- 
prise the roar of cannon in the rear, while, but 
a fe"," feet above their heads, their iron sho\ver 
hissed horribly, and swept away the enelny and 
their defences. 
This ,vas the moment for a fresh effort. Another 
brigade ,vas moved forward-and favoured by an 
accidental explosion upon the curtain, which con- 
fused the enemy,vhile it encouraged the assail- 
ants, the terre-plain \vas nlounted, and the French 
driven from the works. A long and obstinate 
resistance was continued in the streets, which 
were in many places barricaded-but by five in 
the evening opposition ceased, and the town was 
in the possession of the British. Seven hun- 
dred of the garrison '\vere prisoners, and the re- 
mainder, either disabled in the assault or shut up 
in the castle. 
"fhe unfortunate to\vn seemed alike devoted 
by friends and enemies to destruction. The con- 
querors \vere roaming through the streets-the 
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castle firing on the houses beneath its guns. In 
n1anr places fires had broken out - and a storm 
of thunder, rain, and lightning, added to the 
confusion of a scene ,vhich even in \varfare finds 
no parallel. 
The assault of San Sebastian cost a large ex- 
pense of life, there being seven hundred and 
sixty-one kil1ed, one thousand six hundred aHd 
ninety-seven wounded, and forty-five 111issing, 
and in that number lTIany valuable officers ,vere 
included. The head of the engineer departnlent j 
Sir Richard Fletcher, '\"as killed - and Generals 
Leith,. Os\vald, and Robinson \vere returned in 
the list of \vounded. 
The Spanish corps of Friere formed a part of 
the {1overing army, and occupied the heights of 
San l\larcial. Their front and left flank ,yere 
covered by the Bidassao, and their right appuied 
upon the Sierra de Haya. On these heights 
Longa's guerillas ""ere posted, and the first divi- 
sion in rear of Irun. The reserve \vas behind 
the left. 
The French sho\ved themse]yes at 'T era on the 
80tl1, and in consequence Generals Inglis and 


· " A p1unging shot struck the ground near the spot where 
Sir James was standing, rebounded, struck him on the chest, 
and laid him prostrate and sense1ess. The officers near thought 
that certainly he was killed; but he recovered breath, and then 
recol1ection, and, resisting an entreaties to quit the field, con- 
tinued to issue his orders." -Solltlley. 
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Ross ,vere Inoved, the fornler to the bridge of 
Lezeca, and the latter to a position on the Raya 
mountain, \vhile a Portuguese brigade secured it 
froln being turned on the right. 
]"wo of the enelllY's divisions forded the river 
on the morning of the 31st, and, in the front of 
the Spanish left wing, nlounted the heights \vith 
determined gallan try. On this occasion the Spa- 
niards behaved with courage \vorthy of their once 
chivalric name. Coolly waiting until the French 
divisions had topped the heights, they rushed 
forward with the bayonet, and bore then1 down 
the hill. So completely were they broken by 
this sudden and unexpected charge, that, driven 
into the river by the Ï1TIpetuosity of their assail- 
ants, many lnissed the fords and perished. . 
Undismayed by the repulse, a pontoon bridge 
,vas thrown across the Bidassao, and passing four- 
teen thousand men, the French advanced again 
with renewed confidence against the Spanish Jines. 
"T ellington, in person, was present on the hill- 
his appearance was enthusiastically hailed-and 
deeds afterwards attested how po,verful the in- 
fluence of that presence proved. Before the 
French could gain the summit, the Spanish bat- 
talions boldly advanced to lTIeet them; a bayonet 
rush was Inade - the enemy recoiled - the allies 
pressed them closely - a panic resulted - sorne 
rushed into the deeps of the Bidassao, and \vere 
drowned; others succeeded in finding the fords 
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and escaped. A 111ultitude hurried to\vards the 
bridge; it soon ,vas choked with fugitives- 
the pressure becanle too heavy for the pontoons 
to support-it suddenly sank-and of those upon 
it at the 11loment, fe\v indeed gained the other 
bank in safety. 
A i.ene\ved discomfiture, attended "rith such 
fatal consequences, and achieved by troops they 
had hitherto despised, astonished and chagrined 
the French officers; \v hile the allied leader, sur- 
prised by this brilliant display of ul1\vonted he- 
roism, besto\ved his highest COlTIlnendation on the 
Spanish troops. 
A simultaneous attack was Inade on the road 
leading to San Sebastian by the right of the Haya 
mountain, \v hich runs past the village of Oyar- 
ZUffi. As the position ,vas defective, the Portu- 
guese brigade, 'v hich with Inglis' corps had been 
intrusted \vith its defence, fell back on the bold 
and rocky ridge on \vhich stands the convent 
of San Antonio. Here, too, the French efforts 
'\"ere unavailing, and the enelTIY retired in despair. 
In the mean time heavy rains had caused a 
lllountain flood - the river becalne ilnpassable, 
the fords could not be crossed, and the bridge 
of Vera offered the only point by \vhich they 
could retreat. 'fhat passage could not be effect- 
ed \vith rapidity - and before one half of the 
}-"'rench coltunn had defiled, the light divisions 
"rere on the banks, and had opened a severe 
G 2 
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and constant fire. This, \vith other losses, made 
the effort to relieve San Sebastian a 1110st in- 
fe1icitous attelnpt. T\vo generals and fifteen 
h l1ndred men \vere lost on these occasions, and 
that, too, by a signal repulse frOITI a force in- 
variably mentioned by the French l\larshals as 
contenlptible. 
Vigorous measures ,vere in preparation for the 
red uction of the castle of San Sebastian. Fron1 
the height of its escarpe, and the solidity of the 
Inasonry, La 1\lota could not be assaulted with 
any certainty of success - and a regu]ar invest- 
ment was requisite to obtain the place. 
On the 1st of SeptelTI bel' the mortar-batteries 
commenced throwing shells; and, as the castle 
was indifferently provided with bOlnb-proof case- 
mates, a considerable Joss induced the governor*' 
to offer a capitulation, but the terlllS \vere not such 
as could be granted. Batteries with heavy ord- 
nance were erected on the works of the town, 
and on the 8th opened with such terrible effect, 
that in two hours the place \vas unconditionally 
surrendered. The garrison a1110unted to eighteen 
hundred. men, of wholTI nearly a third were dis- 
abled. 
San Sebastian was held to the last with excel- 
lent judgment and dauntless gallantry. Indeed, 
tIle loss of the besiegers bore melancholy confir- 
Ination of the fact, -for the reduction of that 
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fortress cost the allies nearly four thousand men. 
* * . . * 
Before \ye record the triumphant entrance into 
the French territory by the allied troops, it may 
be necessary to casually notice the proceedings 
of the Anglo-Sicilian army in the east of Spain. 
Lord "r ellington had arranged, as a part of 
the military operations of the brilliant campaign 
of 18] 3, the liberation of ,r alencia, by forcing 
Suchet from that province, and obliging him to 
abandon after\vards the line of the Lower Ebro. 
. ':rhis ,vas perfectly practicable. The Spanish 
commanders ,vere in force in Catalonia, - Del 
Parque in l\Iurcia and Grenada,-the coast \vas 
open to the English sl}ipping - and Sir John 
1\1 l1rray could enlbark at .L\Jicant, and land his 
army on any part of Catalonia that he pleased. 
In ,pursuance of this plan, Sir John 1\1 urray 
appeared before Tarragona on the 2nd of June, 
landed next morning, and invested the place. 
His opening operations \vere successful. Fort 
Balaguer, after a day's bonl bardment, surrendered; 
and the French \vere confined to the possession of 
the inner defences of the town. 
The siege was proceeding \vith every promise 
of a successful result, ,vhen l\lurray, learning that 
Suchet ,vas advancing fronl Valencia, and 1\la- 
thieu from Barcelona, raised it \vith such unne- 
cessary precipitation, that nineteen battering guns 
\vere abandoned in the trenches, and the infan- 
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.try and cavalry reimbarked \vith an ill-judged 
haste, that at the time not only produced con- 
siderable dissatisfaction among the troops, but 
afterwards subjected Sir John l\Iurray to a court- 
martiaL That it was a l110st uncalled-for proceed- 
ing on the part of the English' General ,vas sub- 
sequently ascertained, - for at the same lTIOlnent 
l\furray, Suchet, and Mathieu were actua]]y re- 
tiring froin each other. 1\1 urray suspected that 
he should be exposed to a combined attack- 
l\Iathieu dared not venture singly on the Eng- 
lish - and Suchet, having left his artillery at 
Tortosa, feared to attack while unprovided with 
that n10st essential ar01. 
I
ord WillialTI Bentinck's subsequent attempt 
on Tarragona, when Suchet retreated from the 
Ebro into Catalonia, was equally unsuccessful. 
Having moved from \ril]a Franca and advanced 
across to Ordal, on the night of the 12th of 
September, he was furiously attacked, and driven 
back on the main body. with a Joss of four 
guns, and a thousand lnen Izors de cornbat. 'fhe 
British retreated, pursued by Suchet and Decaen ; 
and, after an affair between the Brunswick hus- 
sars and a French cuirassier regiment, highly 
creditable to the former, the F
nglish returned to 
Tarragona, and the French to their cantonments 
on the IJobregat. I 
ord \\T ellington resigned 
the con1mand to General Clinton, and resumed 
that ,vhich he had previous]y held in Sici]y. 
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Battle of the Bidassao.-Fall of Pamplona. 


'fHE capture of San Sebastian pernlitted the 
allied leader to prepare for a decisive Inovenlent 
so soon as the reduction of Panlplona ,vould \\ ar- 
rant his advance across the frontier. The enemy 
,vere strongly posted on the right bank of the 
Bidassao in front of 'T era, and preparatory to 
assluning the offensive, '\T ellington deterlTIilled 
to force that position and occupy it hill1Self. 
Every arrangelnent \vas Blade ,vith his habitual 
secrecv. The fords \vere sounded and marked 
., 
by fishernlen, ,vho created no suspicion, as, to all 
appearance, they ,vere follo,ving tlleir customary 
a vocation, and hence their proceedings \\rere un- 
noticed by the French videts. All ,vas prepared 
for the atten]pt-and at Inidnight, on the 6th of 
October, the British divisions got silently under 
arnlS. A storln "ras raging furiously - thunder 
\vas pealing round theIn-lightning in quick and 
viyid flashes flared across the murky sky - the 
eleluental uproar ,vas reverberated anlong the 
Alpine heights above - and a \vilder night \vas 
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never chosen for a military operation. Gradually 
the tempest exhausted its fury-the wind fell- 
the rain ceased - an overwhelming heat succeed- 
ed - and ,vhen the 1110rning broke, the leading 
brigades, at seven different points, plunged into 
the Bidassao; 'v hile a rocket rose from the an- 
cient steeple of Fontarabia, and the signal was 
answered by a conlbined lTIOVement frolD the 
heights of all the divisions there drawn up in 
order of battle. 
Perfect success crowned this daring essay. The 
leading columns were nearly across the river be- 
fore the French fire opened. Ground, difficult 
and broken in itself, had been carefully strength- 
ened ,""ith nlll11erOUS field-works; but all gave 
,yay before the desperate valour of the assailants. 
1"he light division, with the Spaniards under 
Longa, carried the intrenched position of Puerta- 
de_'T e
a. Redoubt and abattis were stoutly de- 
fended; but from all, in quick succession, the 
eneIuy were driven at the point of the bayonet. 
Night fell-the attack had everywhere succeed- 
ed-and the victors bivouacked on the field they 
,yon; and, for the first time, the allied forces 
slept upon French ground. 
Here the British comlnander established him- 
self, and a,vaited the fall of Pamplona, which 
Soult's repeated defeats rendered inevitable. 
"he 
garrison still obstinately held out; and 'v hen their 
provisions were nearly exhausted, it ,vas rUlllour- 
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ed that they intended, rather than surrender, to 
... bJo\v up the \vorks, and take their chance of es- 
caping. But an assurance from the Spanish com- 
Inander, Don Carlos, that, should the place be 
destroyed, he ,\'"ould hang the governor and of- 
ficers, and decimate the filen, prevented the at- 
tenlpt; and, on the 30th of October, the garrison 
yielded thenlselves prisoners of \var, and the place 
surrendered. 
"Tinter had no\v set in, and a season of un- 
usual severity cOlnmenced. The allies \vere sadly 
exposed to the \veather, and an increasing diffi- 
culty \vas felt every day in procuring necessary 
supplies. Forage becanle so scarce, that part of the 
cavalry had nothing for their horses but grass; 
,y hile the cattle for the soldiers' rations, driven 
sometimes from the interior of Spain, perished 
in inl111enSe nunlbers by the ,yay, or reached the 
canlp so \vretchedly reduced in condition, as to 
be little better than carrion. Resources from the 
sea could not be trusted to; in blo\ving \veather 
the coast \vas scarcely approachable, and even in 
the sheltered harbour of Passages, the transports 
could ,,,ith difficulty ride to their moorings, in 
consequence of the heavy s\vel1 that tUlnbled in 
fronl the Atlantic. The cold became intense,- 
sentries \vere frozen at their posts, - and a picket 
at Roncesvalles, regularly sno\yed up, ,,,"as saved 
\vith great difficulty. All this plainly sho\\Ted 
that the present position of the allies \vas not 
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tenable lnuch longer, and that a forward 111UVe- 
Inent into France ,va
 unavoidable. 
But great difficulties in advancing presented 
therTIselves; and, all things considered, success 
\vas a Inatter of uncertainty. Soult's arlny had 
been po\verfuJIy reinforced by the last conscrip- 
tion; and for three months the French l\lar- 
shal had been indefitigable in fortifying the 
'v hole line of his position, and strengthening his 
defences, \vherever the ground would admit an 
enemy to approach. 
'he field-,vorks extended 
fronl the sea to the river, as the right rested on 
St. Jean-de-Luz, and the left on the Nivelle. 
'l'he centre ,vas at IJa l'etite Rhune and the 
heights of Sarré. 'fhe whole position passed in 
a half-circle through Irogne, Ascain, Sarré, Ain- 
houe, and Espelette. 'fhough the centre was 
comlnanded by a higher ridge, a narrO\\T valley 
interposed bet\veen theIne 'fhe entire front was 
covered with ,yorks, and the sierras defended by 
a chain of redoubts. 'fhe centre ,vas particularly 
strong, as a regular work, ditched and palisaded, 
protected it. 
'fo turn the position, by advancing Hill's corps 
through St. .Jean Pied-de-Port, was first deter- 
lnined on; but, on consideration, this plan of 
operations ,vas abandoned, and, strong as the cen- 
tre was, the allied leader resolved that on it. his 
attack should be directed, \vhile the hcights of 
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Ail1houe, which forll1ed its support, should, if 
possible, be simultaneously carried. 
A commander less nerved than Lord 'V elling- 
ton, lvoult! have lacked resolution for this bold 
and masterly operation. Everything \vas against 
him, and every chance favoured the enemy. The 
\veather \vas dreadful-the rain fell in torrents,- 
and \vhile no army could lllove, the French had the 
advantage of the delay, to complete the defences 
of a position ,vhich \vas already deemed perfect 
almost as art and nature could render it. Nor 
did their po\verful ,yorks produce in the enemy 
a false security. A \vare of the man and the 
troops ,vhich threatened them, they \vere al\vays 
ready for an attack. Their outpost duty ,vas 
rigidly attended to. Before day their corps ,vere 
under arills-and the \vhole line of defences con- 
tinued fully garrisoned until night permitted the 
troops to be \vithdra\vn. 
At last the \veather moderated. On the 7th, 
Ainhoue ,vas reconnoitred by "T elJington in per- 
son, and the plan of the attack arranged No 
operation could be more plain or straightfor- 
\vard. The centre was to be carried by columns 
of divisions, and the right centre turned. To aU 
the corps the respective poin ts of attack \vere as- 
signed, and to the light diyision and Longa's 
Spaniards the storn1ing of l..a Petite Rhune \vas 
confided. P"fhe latter \rere to be supported by 
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Alten's cavalry, three brigades of British artillery, 
and three lTIountain guns. 
The 8th had been named for the attack, but 
the roads were so dreadfully cut up, that neither 
the artillery nor Hill's brigade could get in to po- 
sition, and it \vas postponed for t\VO days longer. 
'fhe lOth da\vned, a clear and moonlight lTIOrn- 
ing. Long before day, Lord "r ellington, and 
several of the generals of division and brigade, 
\vith their respective staffs, llad assembled in a 
slnall wood, five hundred yards from the redoubt 
above the villuge of Sarré, 'v here they only wait- 
ed for sufficient ligh t to C0111ITlenCe the attack. 
Nothing could exceed the courage and rapi- 
dity with which the troops rushed on, and over- 
came every artificial and natural obstacle. The 
third and seven th advanced in front of the vil- 
lage. Downie's Spanish brigade attacked tbe 
right, while the left ,vas turned by Cole's, and 
the \v hole of the first line of defences remained 
in possession of the allies. 
On this glorious occasion, the light division 
\vas pre-en1inently distinguished. By moonlight 
it nloved fronl the greater La Rbllne, and fornled 
in a ravine which separates the bolder from the 
lesser height. This latter was occupied in force 
by the enemy, and covered on every assailable 
point with intrenclunents. As nlorning broke, 
the British light troops rushed from the hollo\v 
\v hich had concealed them. '1'0 withstand their 
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assault \\"as impossible - ,york after work was 
stormed; on they \\Tent ,vith irresistible bravery, 
and on the summit of the hill united themselves 
,vith Cole's division, and pushed for\\"ard against 
the intrenched heights behind, \vhich forn1ed the 
strongest part of the position. Here a momen- 
tary check arrested their progress-the support- 
ing force (Spanish) \\rere too slo\v, and the ground 
too rugged for the horse artillery to get over it 
at speed. The rifles \vere attacked in turn, 
and for a moment driven back by a mass of the 
enelny. But the reserve can1e up; again the 
light troops rushed for\vard - the French gave 
,yay -and the ,vhole of the lo\ver ridge \vas left 
in possession of the assailants. 
For four hours the combat had r!lged, and in 
every point the British were victorious. A more 
formidable position remained behind, and "r el- 
lington combined his efforts for a vigorous and 
general attack. 
This mountain position extended from 1\lon- 
darin to Ascain. A long valley, through \v hich 
the Nivelle flo\vs, traverses it; and as the ground 
is unequal, the higher points \vere cro\vned \vith 
redoubts, and the spaces of leveller surface occu- 
pied by the French in line or colun1n, as the 
nature of the ground best admitted. 1\Ien in- 
clined to fight never had a field that offered so 
many advantages; and there ,vere none, save the 
British leader, and the splendid army he con1- 
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manded, who would venture to assault equal 
numbers, posted as the enemy were. 
The dispositions were soon cOlTIplete-the word 
,vas given-and in six coluruns, with a chain of 
skirl11Îshers in front, the allies advanced to the 
attack. 
1"0 carry a strong work, or assail a body of 
infantry in close column, placed on the crest of an 
acclivity that requires the attacking force to halt 
frequently for breathing-time, requires a desperate 
and enduring valour which fe\v armies can boast. 
Such bravery on that occasion characterized the 
allied divisions. l\lasses posted on a steep height 
were forced from it by the bayonet, though hand 
and foot were necessary to enable the assaulting 
party to reach them. Redoubts were carried at 
a run, or ;0 rapidly turned by the different 
brigades, that the defenders had scarcely time to 
escape by the rear. Nothing could resist the 
dash and intrepidity of the British; and over the 
whole extent of that fornlidable position, on no 
point did the attack fail. 
The French \vere driven from their works, and 
forced in great confusion on the bridge of the 
Nivelle. One redoubt, frOlTI its superior strength, 
had been obstinately lTIaintained-but the regi- 
n1ent that occupied it was completely cut ofr frOln 
retreating, and all 111ade prisoners. 
In every other point the British attack suc- 
ceeded. Hill's division carried the heights of 
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Ainhoue, the ,vhole of the redoubts faning to 
the British and Portuguese under Hamilton; 
\vhile Ste,vart drove the enemy fron1 a paral1el 
ridge in the rear-and the divisions, by a united 
attack, forcing the enemy fronl their ,,"orks at 
Espelette, obliged them to retire to,vards Carn bo ; 
thus gaining the rear of the position original1y 
occupied, and forcing Soult's centre on his right. 
The French 
Iarshal fornled in great force on 
the high grounds over Ascain and St. Pe, and 
Lord "T ellington made instant dispositions to 
attack him. Three divisions, the third, sixth, 
and seventh, advanced against the heights-t,vo 
by the left of the Nivelle, and one, the sixth, 
by the right bank. As the position ,vas exceed- 
ingly strong, the enelny deternlined to hold it 
to the last, and maintained a furious cannonade, 
supported by a heavy fire of nlusketry. But the 
steady and imposing advance of the allies cou]d 
not be repelled-and the French retired hastily. 
The right of the position \vas thus entirely cut 
through -and though for months the Duke of 
Dalmatia had been arming every vulnerable point, 
and his engineers had used their utmost skill in 
perfecting its defences, the British conllnander's 
dispositions ,vere so admirably made and so gal- 
lantly carried out, that his nUlnerous and most 
difficult attacks \vere cro\vned ,vith brilliant suc- 
cess, unalloyed by a single failure. 
Night ended the battle, - the firing ceased,- 
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Soult retreated, and covered by the darkness 
withdrew a beaten army, that had numbered fully 
seventy thousand men. His killed and ,vounded 
exceeded three thousand, besides a loss of fifty 
guns, and twelve hundred prisoners. The allies 
reckoned their casualties at t\VO thousand four 
hundred killed and wounded; which, the nature 
of the ground, the strength of its defences, and 
the corps d'ar1Jlée that held it considered, ,vas a 
108s comparatively light. 
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French and English positions. - 'Ye11ington advances. - The 
left wing of the allies attacked. - Soult defeated. - The 
Fl'ench :\Iarshal attacks the right, and is severely repulsed 
by General Hill.-Sir Rowland drives the French from their 
position, and Soult retires within his lines.-Defection of 
German regiments, who come over to the allies. 


SOULT halted his different corps in the intrench- 
ed camp of Bayonne, and "r ellington cantoned 
his troops t,vo miles in front of his opponent, in 
lines extending from the sea to the XiveUe, his 
fight stretching to Canlbo and his left resting on 
the coast. This change in his cantolllTIents ,vas 
productive of serious advantages. His '\vearied 
soldiery obtained rest, and many comforts ,vhich 
in their mountain bivouacs \vere unattainable; 
and though the enemy possessed unlin1ited com- 
mand of a ,veIl-supplied district for their forag- 
ing parties, and the surface over \v hich Lord 
"
or ellington might obtain supplies ,vas necessa- 
rily circumscribed, his direct communication \vith 
the sea, and a nlonth's rest in tolerable quarters, 
recruited his exhausted army and produced the 
best results. 
But "T ellington Inerely \vaited to mature }]is 
VOL. II. 11 
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preparations-and, to extend his line of supply, 
he determined to seize the strong ground be- 
t\veen the Nive and the Adour, and confine 
Soult to the hnmediate vicinity of his own 
camp. Accordingly, on the 9th of Decelnber, 
the left wing of the allies, advancing by the road 
of St. Jean de Luz, gained the heights domineer- 
ing the intrenchulents of the French. The right 
forded the Nive abo,:e Cambo-while, by a bridge 
of boats, Clinton crossed at N ostariz, and obliged 
the enemy, to avoid being cut off, to fall back on 
Bayonne. At night, the French having retired to 
their posts \vithin the fortified position they had 
occupied, Hope, with the left of the allies, recross- 
ed the river to his foriner cantonnlents, having 
a direct communication open \\lith Sir Ro\vland 
Hill, who had taken a position with his divi- 
sion, his right on the Adour, his cen tre in the 
village of St. Pierre, and his left appuied on the 
heights of Ville Franq ue. 1\1 urillo's division ,vas 
in observation at Urcuray, and a cavalry corps at 
Hasparren. 
The relative positions of the rival armies were 
greatly different. Soult possessed immense ad- 
vantages; his corps d'arl1zée were compactly bi- 
vouacked, \vith easy conu11unications, every faci- 
lity for rapid concentration, and the citadel of 
Bayonne to protect him if he found it necessary 
to fall back. The allies extended over an irre- 
gular line intersected by the Nive, with bad 
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roads, that rendered any rapid reinforcement of a 
threatened point altogether impracticable. Hence, 
"T ellington ,vas everY"There open to attack -and 
Soult could faU on him \vith over\vhelnling num- 
bers and force an unequal combat, \vhile but a 
part of the allies could be opposed to the com- 
bined efforts of the enemy. The French 1\larshal 
\\Tas a\vare of this - and it \vas not long before 
he endeavoured to profit by his advantage. 
The left of the allies, under Sir John Hope, 
had the fifth division (Hay's) posted on the 
heights of Barouillet, ,vith Campbell's Portu- 
guese brigade on a narro\v ridge immediately in 
their front. At Arcangues, the light division 
,vas formed on a strong height, at a distance of 
t\VO miles froln the fifth. The positions ,vere 
separated. by the lo\v grounds bet\veen the hills, 
and the corps ".ere consequently unconnected. 
Although both \vere strongly posted, still, in case 
of an attack, each nlust trust entirely to its o\\pn 
resources, and repulse the enenlY without count- 
ing on support fronl the other. 
Early on the lOth of Decenlber, Sault appear- 
ed on the road of St. Jean de Luz, and in great 
force Inarched directly against the allied left. 
The light and fifth divisions \vere simultaneously 
assailed; the fornler driven back into its in- 
trenclllnents, and Canlpbell's brigade forced back 
upon IIay's at Barouillet. The internlediate 
ground bet\veen the allied positions \\"as no\\" In 
HQ 
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the possession of the enemy, and thus Soult ,vas 
enabled to attack the right of the fifth with 
vigour. Although assailed in front and flank, 
the allied division gallantly withstood the assault; 
and ,vhen the position ,vas completely penetrated, 
the orchard on the right forced and occupied 
by the French with overwhelming numbers, the 
British and Portuguese held the heights, and, 
'\\1 hile whole sections fell, not an inch of ground 
,vas yielded. 
Another and a Inore determined effort was 
lllade by the French 1\larsha1, and made in vain. 
By a bold and ,vell-tinled movement of the 9th 
British and a Portuguese battalion, wheeling 
round suddenly and charging the French rear, 
the enemy vvere driven back ,vith the loss of a 
number of prisoners. Fresh troops were fast ar- 
ri'Ting-the Guards canle into action-and Lord 
,,' ellington reached the battle-ground froln the 
right. But the French had been repulsed in their 
last attempt so decisively that they did not ven- 
ture to repeat it. Evening closed - the firing 
gradually died a"yay - and the allied divisions 
]leld the same positions, from which Sou It, with 
an immense numerical superiority in 11len and 
guns, had vainly striven to force theine 
The slaughter was great on both sides-and 
lvearied by long-sustained exertion and ,veak- 
ened by its heavy loss, the fifth division was re- 
lipved by the first, ,,,ho occupied the post their 
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comrades had lllaintained so gloriously. The 
fourth and seventh ,vere placed in reserve, and 
enabled, in case of attack, to assist on either 
point, if Soult, on the following lllorning, as ,vas 
expected, should again attempt to make hin1self 
Dlaster of Barouillet. 
Nothing could surpass the reckless gallantry 
displayed by the BI'itish officers throughout this 
long and sanguinary struggle. Sir John Hope, 
,vith his staff: "ras al\vays seen ,,'here the contest 
,vas 1110st furious; and the only "ronder ,,,as that 
in a combat so close and lllurderous, one rernark- 
able alike in personal appearance and "daring 
deed," 'should have outlived that desperate day. 
His escapes indeed ,vere many. He "ras ,,'ound- 
ed in the leg - contused in the shoulder - four 
111usket-bullets passed through his hat, and he 
lost t\".o horses. General Robinson, in command 
of the second brigade, "ras badly ,vounded-and 
"T ellington bill1self ,vas constantly exposed to 
fire. Unable to detern1Ïne \v here the grand effort 
of his adversary should be directed, he passed 
repeatedly from one point of the position to the 
other - and that life so valuable to all beside, 
seerned " of light estÍ1nation" to himself alone. 
The next sun rose to ,vitness a rene\val of the 
contest. In their attack upon the light division 
at Arrangues, the French, driven froln the de- 
fended posts the chateau and church-Jard af- 
forded, retired to the plateau of llass\1sarry, and 
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there established themselves for the night. Dur- 
ing the forenoon some slight affairs between the 
pickets occurred; but at noon the fusilade having 
ceased, the allies collected wood, lighted fires, and 
cooked their dinners. At two, a considerable 
stir was visible in the enemy
s line, and their 
pioneers were seen cutting do\vn the fences for 
the passage of artillery. Soult's first demonstra- 
tion of attack was made against Arrangues, but 
that was only to mask his real object. Present- 
ly his tirailleurs s\varmed out in front of Ba- 
rouillet, attacked the British outposts, drove the 
pickets back, and moving in strong columns by 
the Bayonne road, furiously assailed the heights 
of the position. The wood-cu tters, surprised by 
the sudden onset of the French, hurried bacl
 to 
resume their arms and join their regÏtnents; \v hile 
the enemy, mistaking the cause of this rush to 
their alarm posts, supposed a panic had seized 
the troops, and pressed forward with increased 
impetuosity. But the same results attended their 
attell1pt upon the first as on the fifth division; 
and the French \vere driven back with heavy 
loss. In the contests of two days not an inch of 
ground was yielded, and the left wing of the 
allies remained firm in its position, ,\Then night 
brought the combat to a close. 
During the 12th, Soult still continued in front 
of the heights of Barouillet, and preserved 
throughout the day a threatening attitude. No 
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serious attack, ho,vever, ,vas made; SOUle sharp 
skirmishing occurred bet,yeen the pickets, and 
darkness ended these orcasional affairs. 
The grand object of the French l\Iarshal, in 
his sustained attacks upon the allied left, ,vas to 
force the position and penetrate to St. Jean de 
Luz. 
lthough so severely handled in his at- 
tempts'upon the lOth and 11th, the bustle visible 
along his line, and the activity of the officers of 
his staff during the nlorning of the 12th, sho\ved 
that he still nleditated a fresh effort. The inl- 
posing appearance of the allied troops on the 
heights of Barouillet, induced him to change his 
intention; and he made arrangements to thro,v 
llis ,yhole disposable force suddenly upon the 
fight ,ving of the British, and at.tack Sir Ro,vland 
Hill ,vith over\vhelnling numbers. 
rfhis probable attack had been foreseen by Lord 
,,-r ellington - and, \vith his accustolned caution, 
rneans had been adopted to render it unsuccessful. 
In the event of assistance being required, the 
sixth division ,vas placed at Hill's disposal; and 
early on the nlorning of the 13th, the third and 
fourth divisions moved to,vards the right of the 
allied lines, and ,vere held in readiness to pass 
the river should circunlstances demand it. As 
Lord "T ellington had anticipated, Soult Inarched 
his Inain body through Bayonne during the 
night of the 12th, and at daylight pushing for- 
,yard thirty thousand men in colunl11s of great 
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strength, attacked furiously the right wing of the 
aBies. 
Hill had only fourteen thousand British and 
Portuguese to repel the French l\farshal's assault, 
but the ground he occupied was capable of being 
vigorously defended. On the right, General 
Byng's brigade ,vas formed in front of the Vieux 
l\Ionguerre, occupying a ridge, with the Adour 
upon the right, and the left flanked by several 
mill-dams. General Pringle held the ridge of Vi lIe 
Franque with his brigade; the Nive ran in front 
of his left, and his right also appuied on several 
mill-dams. The brigades of Generals Barnes and 
Ashworth were posted on a range of heights op- 
posite the village of St. Pierre-while two Pòr- 
tuguese brigades \vere formed in reserve imme- 
diately behind 'Tille Franque. The general form 
of the line nearly described a crescent - and 
against its concave side, the efforts of the French 
l\farshal were principally directed. The position 
extended from the Adour to the Nive, occupying 
a space, from right to left, of four miles. 
'fhe outposts stationed on the road frolu Bay- 
onne to St. Jean Pied de Port were driven back 
by the enemy's tirailleurs, followed by the Inain 
body of the French, who mounted the sloping 
ground in front of the British position, and sup- 
ported by another division, which moved by a 
hollo,v way bet\veen the left cEntre and Pringle's 
brigade, came forward in Inassive columns. Sir 
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Ro,,, land Hill at once perceived that Soult's 
design ,yas to force his centre, and carry the 
heights of St. Pierre. To strengthen that part of 
the position, the brigade of General llyng ,vas 
promptly moved to the right of the centre, leav- 
ing the Third (Buffs) regin1ent and sonle light 
companies at ,rieux 
Ionguerre-,v11Ïle a Portu- 
guese brigade ,vas marched from behind ,rille 
]?ranque to support the left. 'fhe sixth division 
,vas apprised of the threatened atta
k, and an aide- 
de-calnp despatched to order its imlnediate march 
upon the centre. 
The French came on ,vith all the confidence 
of superior strength, and a full determination 
to break through the British position, and thus 
acllieve upon the right, that object ,yhich they 
had t,vice essayed upon the left in vain. Ex- 
posed to a tremendous fire of grape from the 
British guns, and a ,yithering fusilade from the 
light infantry, they pressed steadily on, and, by 
strength of nUlll bers, succeeded in gaining ground 
in front of the heights. But further they never 
could attain, as the supporting brigades joined on 
either flank, and every continued essay to force 
the centre ,vas repulsed. A long and bloody 
cOin bat, ,,,,hen rene,ved, produced no happier re- 
sult, for the allies obstinately held their position. 

'he Buffs and light c0111panies, ,,,ho had been 
forced by an oyer\vhel1ning superiority to retjre for 
a tÌrrle froln ,rieux l\lol1guerre, reformed, charged 
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into the vil1age, and won it back at the point of 
the bayonet - \vhen, after exhausting his whole 
strength in hopeless efforts to break the British 
line, Soult abandoned the attack, and reluctantly 
gave the order to fall back. 
Not satisfied with repelling the enemy's attack, 
Hill in turn became the assailant, and boldly pur- 
sued the broken columns as they retired from 
the front of the position. On a high ground in 
advance of his intrenched lines, Soult drew up 
in force, and determined to fall back no further. 
The hill was instantly assaulted by Byng's bri- 
gade led on by the General in person. Un- 
checked by a storm of grape; and a heavy fire 
of musketry, the British, reinforced by a Portu- 
guese brigade, carried the height, and the French 
\vere beaten from a strong position with a serious 
loss in men, and the capture of two pieces of 
cannon. 
The third and sixth divisions came up as quickly 
as distance and difficult roads ,vould perlnit--but 
the contest was ended; and Hill, * unassisted by 
any supporting troops, had, with his own corps, 


'*' "This glorious battle was fought and won by Sir Rowland 
Hill with his own corps, alone and unassisted. Lord W elling- 
ton could not reach the field till the victory was achieved, and 
as he rode up to his successful general, he shook him heartily 
by the hand, with the frank remark, 'Hill, the day's your 
O\VI1.' He was exceedingly de1ighted with Sir Rowland's calm 
and beautiful conùuct of this action, and with the intrepiù 
and resolute behaviour of the troops." -Sherer. 
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achieved a complete and glorious victory. Every 
effort, continued \vith unabated vigour for five 
days, and ,vith decided advantages on his side, 
had signally failed -and the Duke of Dahnatia 
,vas forced again to retire \vithin his fortified lines 
bet\veen the Nive and the Adour, \vhile the allies 
pushed their advanced posts to the verge of the 
valley inlmediately in front of St. Pierre. 
In these continued actions the loss on both 
sides ,vas imnlense. In the casualties of the 9th, 
10th, 11th, 12th" and 13th of December, the 
total, including four generals, amounted to five 
thousand and sixty-one hors de c017zbat. 
The French loss was infinitely greater-it is 
but a moderate estimate to place it at six thou- 
sand men. Indeed, no contests, sanguinary as 
most of theln had been during the Peninsular 
calnpaigns, \vere attended ,vith greater loss of 
life-and those ,yell-accustomed to vie\v a battle- 
field, expressed astonishlnel1t at the slaughter the 
limited spaces, on \vhich the repeated struggles 
had occurred, exhibited at the close of every 
succeeding engagement. 
Soult, defeated in the presence of thousands of 
his countrymen, and \vith every advantage lo- 
cality could confer, had no apology to offer for 
the failure of his attacks - and if any additional 
mortification ,vere necessary, the defection of the 
regiments of Nassau - U singen and Frankfort 
\vould have cOll1pleted it. After the fir8t attelnpt 
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upon the allied left, these regiments abandoned 
the service of Napoleon; and, on an assurance 
of their being sent hOHle, they caIne over in a 
body to the fourth division. 
The winter had now set in ,vith severity and 
ended all military movements for a season. The 
roads were ilnpassable frol'll constant rain, and 
the low grounds heavily flooded. l
he French 
took up cantonments on the right bank of the 
Adour; while the allies occupied the country 
bet\veen the left of that river and the sea. Every 
means \vere elnployed to render the troops com- 
fortable in their winter quarters-and to guard 
against surprise, telegraphs ,vere erected in conl- 
munication with every post, \vhich, by a silnple 
combination of flags, translnitted intelligence 
along the line of the cantonnlents, and apprised 
the detached officers of the earliest lllovement of 
the enenlY. Abundant supplies, and the ad- 
vantage of an open C01111TIUnication \vith Eng- 
land, enabled the arlny to recruit its strength- 
and, with occasional interruptions of its quiet, 
the year 1813 passed away-and another, "big 
with the fate of empires," \vas ushered in. 
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'Veather changes.-Operations recommence.-Harispe driven 
from his position by \Yellington.-Preparations for passing 
the Adour.-Guards and Rifles cross over-are attacked, but 
maintain their ground until reinforced.-Soult takes a posi- 
tion at Orthez. 


THE intrenchrnents into \vhich Soult, on the 
failure of his attelnpts upon the allied positions, 
had \vithdra\vn his troops, covered the approach 
to Bayonne on the side opposite to Anglet, re- 
taining ho\vever, the village and the range of 
heights fronl the Biarits to the Nive. This strong 
camp rested its left flank on the river, belo\\T the 
Chateau de l\Iarrac and its \\TaIled gardens - the 
,vhole position forming the segment of a circle, 
of \vhich the cathedral of Bayonne might have 
been considered a centre, the extension being from 
the 1\ive to the Adour, opposite the Chateau de 
St. Bernard. 
Sou1t prolonged his line to the confluence of 
the Bidouse belo\v Guiche, and established head- 
quarters at Peyrehorade, at the junction of the 
Gave de Pau \yith the Gave de Oleron. The right 
of the French army \vas cOlllmanded by Count 
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Reille, the left by Clausel, the centre by D'Erlon, 
and a division at St" Jean Pied de Port, by Harispe. 
Six weeks passed on. The weather was too in- 
clement to allow lllovements to be made on either 
side-and the French l\larshal ,vas occupied in 
defending his extensive lines, and the allied Ge- 
nel"al in preparing secretly for passing the Adour. 
In February the weather changed-the cross- 
roads became practicable-and Lord Wellington, 
,vith his characteristic prolllptness, commenced 
preparatory moveillents for the execution of his 
grand conception. 
To distract the attention of Soult from the 
defence of the Adour, 'Vellington threatened 
the French left on the Bidouse, and directed 
Hill's corps against that of Harispe. The latter, 
leaving St. Jean Pied de Port garrisoned, fell 
back on Hellete; retiring subsequently on the 
heights of La l\lontagne, and next day, uniting 
with another corps. 'rhus strengthened, Harispe 
formed in order of battle on a very strong po- 
sition to the right of Garris. 
The road, however, communicating with the 
bridge of St. Palais was uncovered-and though 
evening had come on, and the second division
 
and a Spanish corps under 1\1 urilIo, \vere alone 
in hand, I...Jord 'iV ellington determined to force 
the position. 'l"he Spaniards were desired to 
march rapidly on St. Palais, \vhile, with Ste","- 
art's division, the heights should be carried. The 
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attack ,vas gallantly made,-the enemy offered a 
brave resistance,- but the position ,vas stornled 
in fine sty Ie, and held against every effort the 
French could make for its recovery. The contest 
continued until darkness had shrouded distant ob- 
jects, ,vhile the battalions still fought ,,,ith such 
furious obstinacy, that yolleys ,vere interchanged 
\vithin pistol range, and the bayonet frequent- 
ly resorted to. Finding it inlpossible to force 
those enduring troops from the ground they 
seemed determined upon keeping, Harispe, before 
.l\Iurillo could spize the bridge, succeeded in re- 
tiring his beaten corps. Fal1ing back upon the 
Gave de l\Iauleon, he destroyed the bridge of 
Navarette; but the river ,vas forded by the Bri- 
tish, Harispe's position forced, and his division 
driven behind Gave de Oleron. 
Soult instantly destroyed the conlmunications, 
and rendered the bridges over the Adollr im- 
passable. The centre of the allies being now in 
force on the Bidollse, and concentrating on Sau- 
veterre, the French l\Iarshal retired from Bay- 
onne, leaving a po\verful garrison behind hilU 
for the protection of that important city. 
All necessary preparations for the passage of the 
Adour had been completed, and fron1 the co-ope- 
ration of the British navy 11luch assistance ,vas ex- 
pected. 1'hat hope ,vas fully realized; and the 
noble exertions of the English sailors on the 
eastern coast of Spain, at St. Sebastian, and at 
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Passages, were cro\vned by the intrepidity \\lith 
which the bar of the Adour was crossed. Un- 
daunted by the failure of the leading vessels, which 
perished in the surf-with death before their eyes, 
and their comrades swamping in the ,vaters-on 
came the succeeding chasst-l1larées. At last the 
true channel was discovered. Vessel succeeded 
vessel, - and before night a perfect bridge ,vas 
established over the Adour, able froln its solidity 
to resist a river current, and protected from any 
effort of the enelny by a line of booms and spars, 
which stretched across the river as a security 
against fh"e-ships, or any other means \vhich the 
French might elnploy for its destruction. 
Before the flotilla had entered the A dour, or 
the pontoons had arrived from Bedart, the Guards 
attempted a passage of the river, by means of 
sinall boats and a telnporary raft formed of a 
few pontoons, and \vorked as a flying bridge, 
by Ineans of a ha\vser extended from the oppo- 
site bank. As the strength of the tide inter- 
rupted this precarious Inode of passage, when 
only six companies, \vith two of the 60th rifles, 
and a party of the rocket corps, had crossed, the 
position of this small body, isolated as it was, 
and open to the attack of over\vhelming num- 
bers, was dangerous" in the extrenle. Colonel 
Stopford, however, nlade the best dispositions in 
his power for defence, and fornled with one flank 
upon the river, and the other appuied upon a 
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Inorass, \v hile the heavy gUlls that had been 
placed ill battery on the other shore, s,vept the 
ground in front of the position \vith their fire. 
As had been truly apprehended, an attack \vas 
made. 'fhe French advanced \vith fifteen hun- 
dred Inen, and the Guards and rifles received 
theln steadily-the rocket corps, on either flank, 
opening ,vith this novel and destructive projectile. 
A fe\v discharges completely arrested the enemy's 
advance, and tIley hastily retired froin the attack; 
\,"hile, at the turning of the tide, reinforcenlents 
\vere ferried over, and the position secured until 
the follo\ving evening, \v hen the \v hole of the 
first division, \vith t\VO guns and a fe\v troops of 
dragoons, succeeded in effecting a passage. 
Bayonne, in the nlean titHe, \vas closely invest- 
ed, and the garrison forced back from the villages 
in front of their lines, by Sir John Hope. Lord 
"T ellington, having secured the attention of Soult 
by a formidable delllonstration on his front, en- 
abled Sir Ro\vland Hill to pass the Gave de Ole- 
ron unopposed, and thus turn the left flank of 
the French 1\larsha1. Soult instantly retired and 
took a position behind the Pau, establishing his 
head-quarters at Orthez. Picton, \vith the third 
and light divisions, had followed Hill; Clinton, 
,vith the sixth, had crossed bet\veen Laas and 

Iontford; and Beresford observed the enenlY at 
Peyrehorade closely, and kept then1 \vithin their 
intrenclllnents. 


VOL. II. 


I 
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Lord \Vellington decided on an iU11uediate 
attack. The French \vere very strongly posted. 
The left \ving, commanded by Clausel, rested 
on the Gave, and occupied the to\vn of Orthez ; 
the centre, under D'Erlon, \vas forrned on the 
heights in the rear; \vhile the right ,ving ex- 
tended behind St. Roes, and held that village. 
Harispe's division ,vas placed as a reserve in the 
rear, and crossed the great roads leading to Bour- 
deaux and Toulouse. 
On the 27th, "r ellington comlnenced his ope- 
rations. 'fhe allied left \v ing, C01I1posed of the 
fourth and seventh divisions and Vivian's brigade, 
under l\Iarshal Beresford, attacked the enelny's 
}.ight at St. Boes; while the third and sixth 
divisions, under Sir Rowland Hill, with Lord 
Ed\vard SOlnerset's light cavalry, \vere directed 
against Soult's left and centre. The British lllove- 
ments were ably executed. Hill crossed the 
river in front of the French left, and turned their 
flank-the enemy holding their ground \vith great 
obstinacy, \vhile the allied attack was as remark- 
able for its in1petuosity. A final and protracted 
struggle ensued- but the French, unable to sus- 
tain the combined assault of the allies, COffi- 
Inenced retreating by divisions, and contesting 
every inch of ground as they abandoned it. 
Hill's parallel march was speedily discovered- 
and as that 11l0Veluent threatened their rear, the 
order of the retreat ,vas accelerated, and gra- 
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dually asslH11ed the character of a flight. The 
British pressed rapidly for\vard - the }-:rench as 
quickly fell back-both strove to gain Sault de 
N availles - and though charged by the English 
cavalry, the enemy crossed the Luy de Bearne 
before Hill could succeed in coming up. 
The defeat of the 27th ,vas decisive. The 
French loss in killed and \vounded \vas immense. 
Six guns and a number of prisoners \vere taken; 
the troops thre\va\vay their arms, many deserted 
altogether, and fe\v defeats \vere 111arked by more 
injurious results to the vanquished, than those at- 
tendant upon that of Orthez. 
The allied loss amounted to t\VO hundred and 
seventy-seven killed, one thousand nine hundred 
and t\venty-three \vounded, and seventy missing. 
One circuillstance occurred during this obsti- 
nate contest that displayed the readiness of Lord 
"r ellington's decisions, and the rapidity \vith 
\vhich he adopted Ineasures to meet any inci- 
dental exigency. 
A Portuguese battalion in advancing had been 
so roughly received, that it broke and fell back 
upon a brigade of the light division, \yho suc- 
ceeded in covering its retreat. The nature of the 
ground on which the right of the enemy \vas 
posted, from its narro\v front, confining the attack 
to a line of but t\VO battalions; ,vhile a heavy 
battery of guns and a converging fire of musketry 
s\vept its approach and rendered the boldest efforts 
I 
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of the assailants unavailing in carrying the height. 
"r ellington perceived the difficulty, and in a 
IllOlnent changed his ,nethod of attack. \Valker, 
\vith the seventh division, and Barnard, with a 
light brigade, were pushed up the left of the 
height to attack the right of the French at its 
point of j unction with the centre; and l>icton 
and Clinton \vere directed to advance at once, 
and not, as they had been originaUy ordered, 
a\vait the result of Beresford's attempt upon the 
hill. 1"he whole face of the battle ,vas thus sud- 
denly changed-the heights were speedily won- 
and the enelllV, after a fierce resistance, driven 
eI 
fairly from their ground, and forced froln a most 
forlllidable position. 
That night the French retired to Hagetman, 
and, joined by the garrison of Dax, fell back on 
St. Sever, and afterwards on Agen - Beresford 
advancing by 1\lont de l\larsan, and Hill in the 
direction of Aire. Heavy rains favoured the 
French retreat, by inlpeding the advance of the 
allies-and it was the 2nd of March before Hill 
overtook them in front of Aire. 
Although posted on formidable ground, Sir 
Rowland instantly and successfully brought thenl 
to action. 'fhe second division, with De Costa's 
Portuguese, advanced to the attack; the former 
by the road to Aire, and the latter by the 
heights upon the left of the enemy. The 
movement of Stewart's division was lTIOst bril- 
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liant; and though the Portuguese behaved gal- 
lantly and \von the ridge, they "'ere attacked 
furiously, unable to hold the ground, deforced, 
and driven in great confusion from the height. 
'fhe French foHo\ved ,vith a strong column, and 
the consequences threatened to be disastrous, 
but the success of the second division permitted 
Sir Rowland to detach Byng's brigade to the 
assistance of De Costa; and in place of assailing 
a broken corps, the enemy's columns \vere con- 
fronted by one in equal order, and already buoy- 
ant \vith success. The result "Tas \vhat nlight be 
expected. 'fhe French ,vere charged and beaten 
froin the field - the to\vn and the position aban- 
doned-the .Adour hastily crossed-a number of 
prisoners made, and a regiment cut off and obliged 
to retire to Pan. * 
Soult pursued the line of the fight bank of the 
Adour, and concentrated at Plaisance and l\Iau- 
bourget, to await Lord 'Vellington's attack-but 
finding the road to Bourdeaux uncovered, the 
allied General marched his left \ving directly on 
that city. On Beresford's approach, the garrison 
evacuated the place, crossing over to the right 
bank of the Garonne; and the authorities and in- 
habitants generally assumed the '\vhite cockade, 
and declared themselves in favour of the Bour- 
bon s. 


· The alIied loss in this spirited affair was only twenty 
killed, one hundred and thirty-six wounded, and two missing. 
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Termination of the conference of Chatillon.-Wellington de- 
termines to reduce Bayonne.--Soult Inarches on Toulouse, 
and 'VeIlington pursues him. - Description of Toulouse.- 
Passage of the Gal"onne effected. - BattIe of Toulous e. - 
Subsequent events and movements. 


1"HE celebrated conference at Chatillon termi- 
]lated on the 19th of l\larcb, and the allied Sove- 
reigns determined to march direct upon the 
capital, of which they obtained possession on the 
31st. l'he intelligence of this lTIOlnentous event 
}lad not reached the south of France-and Lord 
'7\T ellington made imn1cnse preparations to enable 
hitll to invest and reduce Bayonne. Fascines 
and gabions were obtained in abundance-a large 
supply of siege artillery, with shot and shells, was 
landed at Passages frOITI England - scaling-lad- 
ders ,vere constructed in the \-voods-the site of 
the batteries marked out-and all was ready for 
an investment. 
One division being considered sufficient for the 
protection of Bordeaux, that city was intrusted 
to the care of Lord Dalhousie, and l\Iarshallleres- 
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ford \vas recalled, and joined the army ,vith the 
remainder of his corps. 
Soult had manæuvred to dra,v the allies fron1 
Bordeaux; and his corpS-d'al'lllée occupied posi- 
tions on the right bank of the 
\dour, ,vith ad- 
vanced pickets in the to\V11 of Tarbes. 
On the 20th of l\larch, Hill's division ""as 
directed to attack the left \ving of the enenlY, 
after driving their ontposts from 'farbes, ,vhile 
Clinton, \vith the sixth division, and Ponsonby 
and Lard Ed\vard SOll1erset's cavalry brigades, 
should cross the river bet\veen 'Tic Bigorre and 
Rabastens, and, by turning the right of the 
French, gain Soult's rear. To guard against this 
lnenaced attack, the French 
Iarshal retired 
under cover of the night, and fell back upon 
Toulouse, destro)ling the bridges as he passed 
them. 
The unavoidable difficulty in crossing floooed 
rivers, and 11loving pontoons over roads nearly 
itnpassable from heavy rains, delayed the allied 
Inarch. Soult, therefore, l.eached Toulouse in four 
days, \vhile "r ellington, by great exertion, ,vas 
only enabled to arrive before it in seven. 
Toulouse stands on the right bank of the Ga- 
ronne, '\vhich separates it from a large suburb 
called Saint Cyprien. 'The eastern and northern 
sides of the city are enclosed by the canal of 
Languedoc, ,vhich joins the Garonne a mile be- 
low the to\vn. On the east of the city is the 
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suburb of Saint Etienne; on the south that of 
Saint l\IichaeJ, and on that side the great road 
froin Carcassone and lVlontpellier enters the town. 
'l"he population was estinlated at fifty thousand 
souls-and it \vas generally understood that the 
inhabitants of Toulouse \vere secretly attached to 
the Bourbons. 
. The city is \valled and connected by ancient 
towers. But these antiquated defences \vould 
avail little against the means ernployed in Inodern 
\varfare. Sault, therefore, intrencl}{,
d the faux- 
bourg of Saint Cyprien-constructed tétes du pOllt 
at all the bridges of the canal-thre\v up redoubts 
and breastworks, and destroyed the bridges 
across the Ers. The southern side he considered 
so secure as to require no additional defences, 
trusting for its protection to the \vidth and rapi- 
dity of the Garonne. 
The first attelnpt of the allied leader to throw 
a pontoon bridge across the river was rendered 
Ï1npracticable by the sudden rising of its ,vaters. 
IIigher up, the passage was effected, but the 
roads were quite inlpassable-and Lord \Velling- 
ton determined to lay the pontoons below the 
city, which was accordingly done-and Beresford, 
with the fourth and sixth divisions, was safely 
placed upon the right bank. 
'fhis telnporary success Blight have been fo1- 
lo\ved by disastrous consequences. 'rhe Garonnc 
suddenly increased - a flood caIne pouring do\vn, 
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the s\vollen river momentarily rose higher - and 
to save the pontoons fronl being s\vept a\vay, the 
bridge ,vas removed, and the divisions left un- 
supported, \vith an overpo,yering force in front, 
and an angry river in their rear. Soult neglected 
this admirable opportunity of attacking them; 
and on the second day the flood had sufficiently 
abated to allo\v the pontoons to be laid do\vn 
again, \vhen Frere's Spanish corps passed over, and 
reinforced the isolated divisions. 'I'he bridge 
,vas no\v removed above the city, to facilitate 
Hill's conlnlunications, ,vho, \vith the second di- 
vision, \vas posted in front of the fauxbourg of 
Saint Cyprien. The passage of the third and 
ligh t divisions \vas effected safely - and Picton 
and Baron Alten took up ground \vith their re- 
spective corps in front of the canal, and invested 
the northern face of Toulouse. 
Early 011 the lTIorning of the 10th, the fortified 
]leights on the eastern front of the city \vere 
attacked. Sault had placed all his disposable 
troops in this position-and thus defended, no- 
thing but determined gal1antry on the part of the 
assailan ts could expect success. 
'fhe bridge of Croix d'Orade, previously se- 
cured by a bold attack of the 18th hussars, en- 
abled Beresford and Frere to move up the left 
bank of the Garonne, and occupy ground in front 
of the heights preparatory to the grand attack. 
'rhe sixth division \Y3S in the centre, \vith the 
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Spaniard's on the right, and the fourth British 
on the left. '"fhe cavalry of Sir Stapleton Cotton 
and Lord Edward Somerset, were forined in 
support of the left and centre; and Arentchild, 
now in command of Vivian's brigade, ,vas at- 
tached to the left flank, while Ponsonby pro- 
tected the right. 'fhe light division occupied 
the vacant ground between the river Garonne 
and the road to Croix d'Orade; its left abutting 
on the division under Frere; and the third-its 
right resting on the river- communicated with 
Hill's corps upon the left by means of the pon- 
toon bridge. These divisions - those of Hill, 
l')icton and Alten - were ordered to attack the 
enerny's intrenchments in front of their respec- 
tive corps, sillluitaneously with the grand assault 
upon the heights. 
The fourth and sixth divisions moved obliquely 
against the enemy's right, carried the heights
 and 
seized a redoubt on the flank of the position; 
,vhile the fourth Spanish corps, directed against 
the ridge above the road to Croix d'Orade, ad- 
vanced with confidence, and sueceeded in mount- 
ing the brow of the hill. But the heavy fire of 
the French batteries arrested their onward move- 
Blent. They recoiled - became confused - and 
sought shelter from the fury of the cannonade 
in a hollow way in front of the enemy's position. 
'fhe I?rcnch, perceiving their disorder, aù vanced 
and vigorously charged. Frere vainly endea- 
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vOl1red to rally his broken troops and lead them 
on again: they ,vere driven back confusedly on 
the Ers, and their derout appeared inevitable. 
Lord "T ellington saw and remedied this re- 
verse. Personally, he rallied a Spanish regÏ1nent, 
and bringing np a part of the 1ight division, ar- 
rested the French pursuit, and allo,ved the broken 
regilnents time to reorganize. The bridge across 
the Ers ,vas saved - Frere refornled his batta- 
lions, and the fugitives rejoined their colours. 
Beresford ilnnlediately resumed the attack-t,vo 
redou bts ,vere carried - and the sixth division 
dislodged the enelny, and occupied the centre of 
their position. The contest here ,vas exceedingly 
severe-Pack, in leading the attack, ,vas ,vounded 
-and in an atteillpt to recover the heights by the 
French, Taupin, ,vho commanded the division, 
,vas killed. Every succeeding effort failed-and 
the British held the ground their gallantry had 
,von. 
Picton had changed a false into a real attack 
upon the bridge over the canal of Languedoc 
nearest its entrance into tbe Garonne - but the 
tête du pont ,vas too strong to be forced, and he 
fell back \vith considerable loss. On the left, Sir 
Ro\vland Hill nlenaced the fauxbourg of Saint 
Cyprien, and succeeded in fully occupying the 
attention of its garrison, and prevented theln 
froil1 rendering any assistance 'v hen Soult ,vas 
lTIOst severely pressed. 
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In the Inean time, Beresford having obtained 
his artillery, reslllned offensive movements, and 
advanced along the ridge with the divisions of 
Cole and Clinton. Soult anticipated the attack, 
and threw himself in front and flank in great 
force upon the sixth division; but the effort fail- 
ed. The French l\larshal ,vas driven from the 
hill-the redoubts abandoned-the canal passed 
-and, beaten on every point, he sought refuge 
,vithin the walls of "roulouse. 
I?e\v victories cost more blood than this long 
and hard-contested battle. 'rhe allied casualties, 
including t\VO thousand Spaniards, nearly ex- 
tended to seven thousand Inen. Several regi- 
ments lost half their nun\ber, and two, the 45th 
and 618t, their colonels. It was impossible to 
ascertain the extent to \v hich the French suf- 
fered. Their loss was no doubt commensurate 
with that of the victors. Of their superior officers 
alone, t\VO generals \vere killed, and three wound- 
ed and made prisoners. 
On the night of the succeeding day, Soult, 
alaruled by '\tV ellington's movements on the road 
to Carcassone, retired fronl the city, which next 
lTIorning was taken possession of by tIle allies. 
There \vas seldoln a bloodier, and never a more 
useless battle fought, than that of the 10th of 
l\Iarch. 
On the evening of the 12th, an 
:ng1ish and 
I
rench field officer, Colonels Cooke and St. 
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Sinlon, arrived at the allied head-quarters ,vith in- 
telligence that, on the 3rd, hostilities had ceased, 
and the ,var had virtuaUy terminated. A cou- 
rier, despatched from the capital ,vith this iln- 
portant communication, had been unfortunately 
interrupted in his journey; and in ignorance of 
passing events, the contending armies had \vasted 
their best energies, and lost many of the bravest 
on both sides, in a bootless and unnecessary en- 
counter. 
Soult, on ha,'ing the abdication of Napoleon 
forlnally notified to him on the night of the 13th, 
refused to send in his adherence to the Bour- 
bons, merely offering a suspension of hostilities, 
to \v hich Lord "T ellington 1110st properly object- 
ing, instantly recommenced his pursuit of the 
French l\Iarshal's beaten divisions. The advance, 
ho\vever, was not continued. Soult ackno\vledg- 
ed the provisionaJ government - and a line of 
delnarcation \vas dra\vn bet\veen the allied troops 
and those of the Duke of Dalmatia. 
An unnecessary expenditure of human life can- 
not be regarded ,vithout deep regret, bordering 
upon abhorrence. Surely enough of blood had 
been shed uselessly at Toulouse, * but it ,vas de- 
stined that nlore should flo\v. 


· The allied loss, according to official reports, was five hun- 
dred and ninety-five killed, four thousand and forty-six wound- 
ed, and eighteen n1issing. 
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Bayonne invested.-Sortie on the night of the 13th.- Thou- 
venot driven back.- '-"'" ellington advances.-Soult sends in 
his adherence to the Provisional Governn1ent.- 'i\T ellington 
visits Paris and Madrid.- The army returns to England.- 
Duke of 'Vel1ington takes his seat in the IIouse of Peers. 


THE British and French officers having passed 
through Bordeaux, forwarded a hurried notifica- 
tion to Sir John Hope, announcing the tern1Ïna- 
tion of hostilities; but, unfortunately, no accre- 
dited person was despatched. Of course, Sjr 
John waited for orders frOITI Lord \Vellington ; 
but he comlTIunicated the ilnportant intelligence 
he had received to the French outposts-and as 
the siege guns had not arrived, no jealousy should 
have been entertained by Thouvenot, ,vho com- 
manded the garrison of Bayonne. Like Soult at 
'.foulouse, that general, however, wanton]y pro- 
voked an affair, from \vhich no glory resulted to 
himself, and nluch blood was unnecessarily wasted. 
On the night of the 13th, two deserters caDle 
over to the allied outposts, and gave information 
that the 'v hole of the garrison were under arms, 
and prepared to 111ake a sortie early on the fol- 
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lo\ving nlorning. .L\ t three o'clock the British 
regÏ1nents ,,,,ere fornled and ready to receive the 
enemy-and a false attack ,,"as presently 111ade on 
the outposts in front of Anglez. In the darl{- 
ness, ,vhich \vas intense, the firing ,vas too appa- 
rent in its feebleness, not to betray that the 
attempt ,vas but a feint, and intended only to 
lIlask a more determined effort. The true attack 
,,,,as speedily made. The allied pickets in front 
of the citadel ,,,,,ere partially surprised-and, rush- 
ing for,vard, two French COIUl11nS ,vith their cus- 
tonlary ilnpetuosity broke through the line of 
outposts stationed bet,veen St. Etienne and St. 
Bernard, ,vhile another po,verful colulnn l1loved 
upon the fOrl11er village, and the \vhole line of 
pickets on the right bank of the river became 
seriously engaged. 
A deep hollo\v ,yay leads through St. Etienne, 
enclosed in SOl1le places by high banks, and at 
others by garden \valls. "rhe ground about St. 
Etienne is every\vhere confined, and the com- 
munications are fe\v and difficult. Hence, \vhen 
the advanced line ,vas broken, Inany of the pickets 
,vere totally cut off. In their attelnpts to retire, 
several rnurderous affairs ensued - ,,,,,hen finding 
themselves desperately situated, they resorted to as 
desperate Ineans. Some fought their ,vay through, 
and succeeded in escaping - lllore, ho\vever, pe- 
rished in the attelnpt, - and heaps of dead, both 
French and English, lay cro\vded together in 
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spaces of little extent, and the bayonet \vounds 
by ,vhich they had 111utually perished, betrayed 
the ferocity with \vhich the British had resisted 
to the last. 
As it lnight be naturally supposed that the 
grand object of the sortie \\rould be the destruc- 
tion of the bridge of vessels over the Adour, Lord 
Saltoun placed himself in readiness to repel the 
expected attack, and occupied in force the con- 
vent of St. Bernard, which he had already strongly 
fortified. The first division, moved forward to sup- 
port the picket, was cannonaded by the French 
gun-boats, which dropping down the river had 
covered the sortie. 'rhe enemy came for\vard in 
imposing numbers - the whole of the village of 
St. Etienne fell into their hands - and while 
giving orders for the defence of some important 
buildings, l\Iajor-general Hay was unfortunately 
killed. 
On the first alarm, Sir John Hope, with his staff, 
hastened towards St. }1
tienne-and not a\vare that 
the village was already in possession of the enemy, 
and that his pickets had retired, he entered the 
hollow road as the shortest way to reach the scene 
of action. In a few Ininutes the enemy's colulnn 
was discovered in the feeble light, and the Gene- 
ral,vheeled round to extricate himself from the 
threatened danger of being taken. It was no\v 
too late- the French infantry hurried on, and 
cOlnnlenced firing ,,,ithin a dozen yards - Sir 
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John's horse ,vas killed, and falling on his leg 
prevented hirn from rising. T,,'o of his staff dis- 
mounted to assist him, but they too \vere severely 
\vounded, and rendered unable to relieve the Ge- 
neral-and the \vhole fell into the bands of the 
enelny.* Sir John ,vas immediately hurried to 
Bayonne, and on the road ,vas again "rounded 
in the foot by a shot froo] the English pickets. 
Ot her prisoners, of lesser note, had fallen in to 
the hands of the French, during the darkness 
and confusion incident on a night attack-anlong 
these ,,,,as Colonel To,vnshend, "Tho comnlanded 
the pickets of the Guards. 
The first brigade of Guards \vas no\v desired 
to support the fight flank, and the second direct.. 
ed to recover the ground that lay bet\veen it and 
the viUage of St. Etienne. Finding the attack 
coufined to the centre of the British lines inln1e- 
diately in front of the citadel, the third battalion 
of the Guards \vas detached, under Colonel 
Stuart, to regain the hollo,v road, and drive the 
enemy fronl the fields in its rear. 
'fhese attempts \vere finalJy successful. '1" he 
ColdstrealD and First Foot Guards rushed for- 
,vard on oppo3ite flanks, cheering loudly as they 
charged -- and the French, alarrned lest they 
should be cut off from Bayonne, rapidly retired 


· " It appeared that the French were only able to extricate 
Sir John Hope by drawing his leg out of the boot, which 
was afterwards found under the horse's side."-Batt!J. 
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over the glacis of the citadel, suffering consider. 
able loss * froln the in usketry of their pursuers. 
'fhe contest at St. Etienne had been main- 
tained with great obstinacy. A cOlllpany of the 
38th, cornmanded by Captain Forster, occupied 
and held a house in that village, against every 
effort the enelny Inade to dispossess theine The 
little garrison \vere sadly reduced, ,vhen a brigade 
of Germans under General Hinuber, recovered 
the village, and saved the relnnant of the gallant 
ban d. 
A night attack is al\vays attended by an awful 
grandeur that it is aln108t impossible to irnagine 
or describe-and, in effect, nothing could exceed 
the sortie from the citadel of Bayonne. The 
deeper flashes of the cannon, the sparkling of the 
In usketry, the sudden bursting of the shells, after 
describing curves of light in their transit,t and 
the brilliant illlunination occasionally produced 
by the fire-balls thrown from the fortress to direct 
the range of its artillery, were singularly con.. 


· "When the enemy were driven out of St. Etienne, a field- 
piece was brought to bear on the retreating columns, and no 
less than thirteen rounds of grape and cannister shot were fired 
at them with effect as they retreated down the great road to 
St. Esprit. The slaughter at this point was terrific."-Bally. 
t A shell by daylight is occasionally visible. "Th,e twenty- 
four inch mortar fired at intervals during the day. The shell 
was distinctly seen making its curve, and alighting with 
great precision. In the air it had the appearance of a huge 
cricket-ball, and had, apparently, little velocity." - Sie.qe qf 
Antwerp. 
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trasted \vith the darkness of the night, ,vhich, 
after these brief and brilliant displays, appeared 
gloomier and denser than before. Presently, a 
íàscine depôt became ignited by the bursting of a 
shel], and several houses at the same time caught 
fire and burned furiously, thro,ving a ]urid glare 
over a field on \vhich death ,vas busy. To com- 
plete this fearful picture, the thunder of one h un- 
dred guns, and the bursting of shells, united ,vith 
the cheering of the combatants and the cries of 
the \vounded-al1, in point of horror, rendering it, 
as a scene of slaughter, perfect. 
On both sides the sortie of Bayonne entailed 
a deplorable loss of life. Independent of pri- 
soners, the British numbered fully five hundred 
killed and \vounded, \vhile the French loss ,vas 
estinlated at eight hundred and fifty. Several 
superior officers fell- and a great nUl11ber of 
subordinate rank \vere reckoned among the killed 
and \,,"ounded. 
"To\vards the close of the action, the 1110011 
had risen, and as da\vn broke over the scene of 
battle, a spectator could discern the dreadful havoc 
that had been made. The French and Eng1ish 
soldiers and officers \vere lying on an sides, either 
killed or \younded; and so intermixed \vere they, 
that there appeared to have been no distinct line 
belonging to either party." * 


:Kt " After the engagement was over, tIle outposts and their 
officers freely DIet each other,- when the British expressed 
K 2 
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The c01l1111and of the left wing devolved on 
1\lajor-general Colville, and the rival armies 
continued to observe each other ,vith the most 
j ealolls vigilance. 
Lord "T ellington never relaxed his active move- 
ments; and Sault having refused to acknowledge 
the provisional government, the allied commander 
advanced. The bold and decisive measures of 
the allied leader dOll btless hastened the Duke of 
Dalmatia in making his decision - and, on the 
arrival of a second official communication, Soult 
notified his adherence, and hostilities ceaseò. 

uchet had already shown him the example-and 
Toulouse displayed the \vhite flag. A line of de- 
Inarcation ,vas lTIade by comlnissioners between 
the rival armies, and a regular convention signed 
by the respective comlllanders. On the 27th, 
Thouvenot was instructed by Soult to surcease 
hostilities and acknowledge the -Bourbons - the 
lilies floated over the citadel- and saluted by 
three hundred rounds of artillery, Napoleon's 
abdication, and the restoration of the Bourbons, 
,vere fOrlTlall y announced. 


a becoming regret at the unnecessary loss of life the night 
affair had so uselessly occasioned. The French treated it with 
a levity that by no means raised them in Eng1ish estimation. 
, It was merely a light affair- nothing but a petite promenade 
JIIilitaire,; and not the slightest expression of regret was utter- 
ed for the many of their comrades who were lying thick upon 
the field."-Batty. 
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In the north of France, Napoleon's do\vnfal 
had been hurrying rapidly to its close. The 
congress at Chatillon finally concluded its sit- 
tings on the 19th of l\Iarch-and on the next 
day, Buonaparte "9as severely repulsed in a 
general engagement ,vith the allies at Arcis. 
Even the repeated reverses he had latterly en- 
dured, could not extinguish that audacity of 
action for ,vhich the French Emperor ,vas so 
relnarkable. "Tith a ruined army, he thre\v hÏ1ll- 
self behind the l\Iarne on the 22nd, regardless of 
the enormous corps d' ar17zée collected in his front, 
and \vhose numbers "\vere quite adequate to crush 
a force like his, \veakened by defeat, and dis- 
heartened by the defection of the southern pro- 
vinces. Directing his march on St. Dizier, he 
declared "that he should reach Vienna before 
the allies entered Paris." If this mad project 
\vere devised only to interrupt their advance 
on the French capital, it failed entirely, - the 
allied corps marched steadily on Paris -l\Iar- 
lllont and l\Iortier \vere driven back upon that 
city-and the capital ,vas regularly invested on 
the 29th. 
Affairs had no\v reached a crisis. To defend 
the city with a corps not mustering t\venty 
thousand men, \vould have been, \vith every as- 
sistance attainable frorn the inhabitants and gen- 
dllrlllcrie, an act of 111adness. On the 30th, the 
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allies carried the heights of Bellevue. 'fhe mar- 
shals retired - Joseph, the ex-I(ing of Spain, 
quitted the capital-and the city, evacuated by 
the regular troops, capitulated. 
FaiJing in his effort at distracting the allied 
generals in their advance, Napoleon, after a smart 
affair, decided to countermarch on Paris - but 
the Prussian corps, that held Vitry, cOlTIpletely 
barred the direct line of march, and obliged hinl 
to take a circuitous rout. Having put his army 
again into lTIotion, Buonaparte travelled post, 
and when \vithin four leagues of Paris, learned 
that his capital \vas actually in possession of the 
allies. After much indecision he determined, 
with what troops he could collect, to n1arch froln 
Fontainbleau to Paris on the Srd of April. But 
his history was already politically closed by a 
decree passed on the preceding day by the con- 
servative senate. His deposition had been so- 
lemnly pronounced-the soldiery were liberated 
frolTI their allegiance - all confidence, civil and 
111i]itary, ,vas destroyed -- and a throne, erected 
on the ruins of kingdoms, and cemented by seas 
of blood, crumbled into nothingness, and, 


" Like the baselcss fabric of a vision, 
Left not a wreck behind." 


With political events we have no business, and 
it is sufficient to cursorily observe, that arrange- 



ALLIES RETIRE FRO:\l FRANCE. 135 


lllents \\"ere effected for Napoleon's retirement 
froin pubJic life to the " lonely isle," \vhere he 
11light still, in fancy, "call hilllself a King." 'ro 
this secluded spot, nlany of his old and devoted 
follo\\.ers accol1lpanied hiln. Peace \vas generally 
proclaimed over Europe; tranquillity restored in 
France; the "Grand X ation," to all appearance, 
contented itself \vith the change of gOyernUlent; 
the allied sovereigns retired \vith their respec- 
tive corps, each to his o\vn dominions; and the 
victorious arnlY of "r ellington quitted the French 
soil, on \vhich it had consnnlnlated its glory; 
and received, on landing on the shores of Bri- 
tain, that enthusiastic \velcome \vhich its " high 
deeds" and boundless gallantry deserved fronl a 
grateful country so \vell. 
Lord "r ellington quitted Toulouse on the 
night of the 30th of A pril, and reached Paris 
safely on the morning of the 4th of l\Iay. His 
reception by the restored I1lonarch and the allied 
Sovereigns \\"as 1l10st gratifying. None had done 
so Innch for the deliverance of Europe ;-none, 
\vhen all beside, \vith fe\v exceptions, "blanched 
froill the heInl," so fearlessly persevered, regard- 
less of disheartening abandonnlent abroad and 
nlore evil auguries at honle. Advanced to a 
dukedolll, the allied General had gained every 
honour to \vhich a British subject \vas adillissi- 
ble - \vhile every court in Europe had already 
111arked their adn1Ïration and respect, by pre- 
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senting to the I.Jiberator of Spain the insignia of 
the highest orders at their disposition. 
'rhe flattering reception bestn\ved upon the 
English Duke in the French capital detained 
him but a brief space from his high comlnand. 
lIe left Paris on the lOth.-hurried to Toulouse- 
arranged everything for a short absence - and 
hastened to l\ladrid to \velcome the deposed lTIO- 
narch, \vho, through his instrU111entality, had been 
replaced upon the throne. The honours already 
conferred upon the Duke by the Provisional 
Government \vere confirmed by Ferdinand, and 
the rank of Captain-General of Spain added to 
the rest. On the 5th of June he quitted IVladrid, 
-reached head-quarters on the 10th,--revie\ved 
those splendid divisions to ,vhom so often he had 
pointed out the path of victory,-and, in a modest 
and plainly-written order, bade his companions 
in arnlS farewell-and returned to England" the 
admired" of his o\\"n, and the "envied one'" of 
his opponents. His general order ,vas dated the 
14th of June, * and on the 23rd he landed at 
Dover and proceeded to the capital. 
It is a singular, and, \ve bplieve, an unprece- 
dented occurrence, that \vhen presented to the 


0)(- It was a strange coincidence, that on that day twelve 
months, the Duke was employed in issuing orders for the con- 
centration of his army, to crush the second and last effort of 
hin1 who, for so many years, had swayed the destinies of em- 
pares. 
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House of Lords, four patents of nobility, name- 
ly, those of ,-rÎscount, Earl, l\Iarquis, and Duke, 
,vere severally read, \v hen, for the first time, 
'Vellington took his seat among the assembled 
Peers of Britain. 
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OF QUA'rRE BRAS. 


Napoleon's return.-His enthusiastic reception.-Makes nlighty 
efforts to restore the ll1ilitary power of France.- Duke of 
'Vellington arrives in Brussels anù takes the command of the 
allies. - Belgiun1.- Napoleon leaves Paris.-Drives in the 
Pru8sian outposts. - Ney attacks the Prince of Orange.- 
\Vellington moves to his assistance.- Battle of Quatre Bras. 


A FEW lTIonths passed a\\Tay - Europe ,vas 
apparently at rest - its Inilitary attitude was 
gradually softening down-and all the bellige- 
rent powers, \veary of a state of warfare, that 
\vith slight intermission, had lasted for a quarter 
of a century, enjoyed the repose which the over- 
thro\v of Napoleon's power had produced. But 
this state of quietude was delusory-it was the 
treacherous calm that precedes a tempest. U n- 
tamed by adversity, that anlbitious spirit was 
gathering strength for another effort - France 
\vas ready to receive hhn-past victories would 
thus be rendered useless-Europe convulsed again 
- and none could foresee \vhat strange events 
the descent of Napoleon Inight produce. 
No recorded career parallels that of Napoleon 
Bl1unaparte; and in the history of kings and con- 
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q uerors, the strangest story ""as his o\\;n. He 
seen1ed the shuttlecock of Fortune. She placed 
hio) "on a pinnacle of pride Inerely to nlark her 
o\vn mutability." Hurled frorn the sovereignty 
of half the ,vorld, his star had lost its ascendency, 
apparently to rise no more,-,vhen, by the hap- 
piest accident, his voyage from Elba ""as unin- 
terrupted - his landing unopposed--an enthusi- 
astic ,velcoole every\vhere ,vas given to the in- 
truder-legions congregated at his bidding-the 
empire ,vas offered and accepted-and the first 
intelligence of his descent, ,vas closely follo\ved 
by a formal ackno\vledgment of his restoration 
to the sovereignty of France. 
Napoleon landed in the ,r ar on the ] st of 
l\Iarch, and on the 19th he slept in the palace of 
Fontain bleau. Louis had abandoned the capital, 
and in a fe,," hours the dynasty of the Bourbons 
seemed forgotten. None opposed the return of 
the exile - his decrees ,vere a bsolu te, his \vishes 
anticipated. The splendour of nlilitary parade 
delighted the soldiery, \vhile the theatric glitter of 
a champ de lTlai, ,vas admirably adapted to catch 
the fancies, and \vin the momentary attaclllnent 
of a gay and thoughtless people. The \vhole 
pageant, in scenic effect, ,vas suited for those 
\vhom it \vas designed to Jure-and on the 17th 
of April, Napoleon \vas forlnally restored to that 
enlpire, fronl ,vhich the sanle " s\veet voices" had, 
but a fe\v months before, so forolally deposed hirn.. 
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Parisian adulation, and the Inilitary devotion 
he received froln the moment his foot touched 
the shore at Cannes, did not blind him to " com- 
ing events." A vain effort to make terms \vith 
the allied powers was scornfully rejected. At 
Vienna, his overtures were treated \vith disdain, 
and his Jetter to the English Regent \vas return- 
ed \vith the seal unbroken. He saw from all 
these preOlollitory occurrences, that a storm was 
abou t to burst, and lost no time in preparing 
for a determined resistance. A powerful aro1Y 
alone could avert tbe danger-and, with his cus- 
tomary tact, Napoleon made prodigous efforts to 
restore the military strength of the errlpire, \vhich 
the Russian, Gerlnan, and Peninsular call1paigns 
had during the last years so miserably weak- 
ened. 
French vanity was successfully appealed to, 
the melnory of past victories recalled, and nlar- 
tial glory, that powerful touchstone of national 
feeling, successfully elnployed to win the people 
to his standard. The younger of the male popu- 
lation were called out by ordonnances, and the 
retired veterans collected once 1110re around those 
eagles, \vhich, in prouder days, had entered half 
the European capitals in triulnph. 
The nlilitary power of France was organized 
anew. Commissioners, specially elnployed, en- 
forced the operations of Napoleon's decrees in 
every departlnent of the kingdom. '-fhc Imperial 
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Guard \vas re-estab1ished - the cavalry increased 
and renlounted-that po\verful arm, the artillery, 
by which half the victories of the French aflny 
had been achieved, ,vas enlarged and Ï1nproved- 
and, in a time inconceivably short, a most splendid 
corps d' armée, perfect in every departlnent, ,,,,as 
ready for the field. 
l,\Thile Napoleon \vas thus engaged, "T elling- 
ton, having signed on be
alf of the Prince Re- 
gent the treaty of Vienna, arrived at Brussels 
on the 5th of A pri1, to take C0l11!nand of the Bri- 
tish army. There, the troops of the Prince of the 
Netherlands, \vith those of Nassau and Bruns- 
,vick, ,vere placed under his orders - the \vhole 
forilling the Anglo-Belgic army. 
The Prussian corps el' ar17zée \vere cantoned in 
and about Namur and Charleroi - \vhile Ostend, 
Antwerp, Tournay, Y pres, 
Ions, and Ghent, 
were occupied by the aBies. The position of the 
Anglo-Belgic army ,vas extended and detached- 
for the preceding harvest in the Lo\v Coulltrif's 
had been unusuaUy deficient; and of course, the 
British and Belgic cantonments covered an ad- 
ditional surface to obtain the requisite supplies. 
The allied corps in June \vere thus dispos- 
ed - Lord Hill, ,vith the right ,ving, occupied 
Ath. The left, under the Prince of Orange, 
,vas posted at Braine-Ie-Co111te and Nivelles. 
The cavalry, under the l\Iarquis of ..l\.nglesea, 
\vere established round Gran1n1ont; and the re- 
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serve and bead-quarters, under the Duke, werè 
quartered in Brussels. 
Belgiulll, for centuries, had been the seat of \var. 
Every plain, every fortress, had its tale of martial 
achievement to narrate. Within its "iron fron- 
tier" there ,vere fe\v places ,vhich had not wit- 
nessed sOlne affair of arms-the whole country 
,vas rife ,vith military relniniscences, and destined 
yet to prove the scene where the greatest 'event 
in Inodern warfare should be transacted. As a 
country, Belgium was admirably adapted for 
martial operations: the plains, in many places' 
extensive, terminated in undulated ridges or 
bolder heights; while the surface generally ad- 
111itted the movements of Inasses of infantry. Ca- 
nals, rivers, nlorasses, and villages, presented 
favourable positions to abide a battle, and diffi- 
cult ones for an advancing army to force-while 
the fortresses everyw here offered facilities for re- 
tiring, and serious obstacles to .those "rho must 
Inask or carry theln when advancing. 
'1"0 a cOlnmander, circunlstanced like "r el- 
lington, great perplexity, as to the distribution of 
his arlny, nlust arise. 'fhe ITJode and point of 
Napoleon's attack ,vere alike involved in mys- 
tery. He might decide on adopting a defensive 
,var, and pernlit the allies to become the assail- 
ants. 'fhis course \vas not a probable one-but 
where he \vould precipitate hilnself ,vas the diffi- 
culty. He was already in great force around 
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Maubeuge and Binch, and consequently, Nivelles 
and Charleroi \vere equally exposed to aggression. 
On the right, he might attack Namur with 
Girard's corps; or, \vith D'Erlon's, advance on 
Courtrai by Lille; \vhile leaving the \vood of the 
Soignies on his right, he could reach Brussels by 
1\lons and Braine-Ie-Comte, thus gaining the rear 
of the allies, and favouring an insurrectionary 
movement of the Belgiums, an event on which he 
placed considerable reliance. All these move- 
ments \-vere open to Napoleon-and had he adopt- 
ed others than he did at the opening of the 
campaign, that lTIOre fortunate results \-vould have 
attended them, are no\v subjects only for 111ilitary 
speculation. 
l\Iean while, after leaving Paris on the 12th, 
and inspecting l
aon as 11e passed, he reached 
Avennes on the 14th. The respective corps had 
llloved instantaneously from their cantonnlents, 
and ,vith adlnirable precision united thenlselves 
on the Belgic frontier, and to them Napoleon 
issued his celebrated address. A slight change of 
the poet's words would best describe it- 


" It was his boldest and his last I" 


The dangerous proximity of Brussels to the 
point where Napoleon's corps d'arJJlée \vere con- 
centrating, naturally produced an anxious in- 
quietude alTIOng the inhabitants and visitants. 
The city \-vas filled every hour \-vith idle ru- 
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mours, but time alone could develope Napoleon's 
plans. 
"fhe first intelligence of a threatening move- 
ment on the part of the French Enlperor, was 
forwarded to the Duke of \Vellington, when 
Blucher learned that Zeithen's corps was attack- 
ed. The despatch reached Brussels at half-past 
four-but as it merely intimated that the Prus- 
sian outposts had been driven back, the infornla- 
tion was not of sufficient importance to ind lice 
the British cOlnnlander to make any change in 
the cantonn1ents of the allied army. Nothing in 
fact could have been more 111asterly than the 
manner in \vhich the different corps were already 
disposed. From necessity, they were extended 
over a large surface-b\1t still they were so sta- 
tioned as to adlnit a concentration of the whole 
within four-and-twenty hours, or a junction with 
the Prussian right, should a flank movement be 
found desirable. 
A seconò despatch reached the Duke at mid- 
night, and its intelligence was lTIOre decisive than 
the former. Napo]eon was across the Sambre 
and in full nlarch on Charleroi and Fleurus. 
Orders were instantly issued for the lllore de- 
tached corps to break up froin their cantonments 
and advance upon Nivelles, while the troops in 
Brussels should march direct by the forest of 
Soignies on Charleroi. Th us there would be a 
sinlultaneous reunion of the brigades as they ap- 
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proached the scene of action, ,vhile their COln- 
munication with the Prussian right should be 
carefully secured. 
Blucher's second despatch was delivered to the 
British General in the ball-room of the Duchess 
of Riclllnond. That circun1stance most probably 
gave rise to the groundless report that \Velling- 
ton and the Prussian l\Iarshal \vere surprised- 
but nothing could be more absurd than this sup- 
position. Both comnlanders were in close and 
constant comlnunication, and their plans for a 
mutual co-operation \vere matured. "There the 
intended attack-if Napoleon ,vouid indeed ven- 
ture to become aggressor-should be made, was 
an uncertainty, - and it ,vas arranged, that if 
Blucher \vere assailed, \Vellington should move 
to his assistance, or, in the event of the British 
being the first object with Napoleon, then the 
Prussian l\larshal should sustain the Duke \vith 
a corps, or with his ,,-hole army, were that found 
necessary. Nothing could be more perfect than 
the cordial understanding bet'\Teen the allied 
commanders - and the result proved ho,v faith- 
fully these Inutual prolJlises of support were 
realized. 
A defensive ,var \vas better suited to the mi- 
litary resources of France, and more likely to 
excite national spirit, than a forward movement; 
but still, with his characteristic daring, keeping 
the Prussians for a tÎ1ne in check, Napoleon 
VOL. II. L 
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might. penetrate to Brussels by the road of 
Charleroi. It would have been undoubtedly a 
dangerous experiment-but circumstanced as he 
"'''as, even with one bundred thousand Prussians 
on his flank, it ,vas not improbable that the tria] 
would be hazarded. 
T\vo hours after midnight the gaiety of" fair 
Brussels" closed - "the drum beat to arms, and 
all was hurry and preparation." l\lomentarily the 
din increased, " and louder yet the clamour gre,v, 
as the Highland pibrock answered the bugle-call 
of the light infantry.". The soldiery, startled 
from their sleep, poured out fron1 the no\v de- 
serted dv;ellings; and the once peaceful city ex- 
hi bi ted a general alarm. 
The sun rose on a scene of confusion and dis- 
may. The military assembled in the Place 
Royale; and the difference of individual charac- 
ter might be traced in the respective bearings 
of the various soldiery. Sonle ,vere taking a 
tender-many, a last leave of wives and children. 
Others, stretched upon the pavelllent, were list- 
lessly \vaiting for their con1rades to come up: 
while not a few strove to snatch a fe,v mOlnents 
of repose, and appeared half insensible to the din 
of war around them. 'Vaggons ,vere loading and 
artillery harnessing; orderlies and aides-de-camp 
rode rapidly through the streets; and in the 
gloom of early morning the pavement sparkled 
*' "Stories of W aterIoo." 
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beneath the iron feet of the cavalry, as they hur- 
ried along the cause\vay to join their respective 
sq uadrons, \v hich \vere no\v collecting in the 
Park. 
The appearance of the British brigades as 
they filed frOlTI the Park and took the road to 
Soignies, ,vas lnost imposing. The 111artial air of 
the Highland regitnents, the bagpipes playing 
at their head, their tartans fluttering in the 
breeze, and. the early sunbeams flashing from 
their glittering arms, excited the adlniration of 
the burghers \vho had assembled to see them 
march. During the ,vinter and spring, ,vhile 
they had garrisoned Brussels, their excellent con- 
duct and gentle demeanour had endeared them 
to the inhabitants; and "they \vere so domesti- 
cated in the houses ,vhere they ,vere quartered, 
that it \vas no uncommon thing to see the High- 
land soldier taking care of the children or keep- 
ing the shop of his host.". RegÏlnent after 
reginlent marched off - the organization of all 
Inost perfect: - the Rifles, Royals, 28th - each 
exhibiting S0111e 111artial peculiarity, on \vhich the 
eye of Picton appeared to d\vell ,vith pride 
and pleasure as they filed off before hinl. To 
au indifferent spectator a national distinction 
,vas clear1y marked: that of the Scotch bespoke 
a grave and firm determination-,vhi1e the light 
step and Inerry glance of the Irish militianlan, 


III " Paul's Letters." 


L2 
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told that ,var ,vas the game he loved, and a first 
field had no terrors for hi m. 
Eight o'clock pealed from the steeple clocks; 
all was quiet-the brigades, with their artillery 
and equipages, lvere gone - the crash of music 
,vas heard no longer-the bustle of preparation 
had ceased-and an ominous and heart-sinking 
silence succeeded the noise and hurry that ever 
attends a departure for the field of battle. 
Napoleon's plan of penetrating into Belgium* 
was nOlV so clearly ascertained, that 'Vellington 
determined to concentrate on the extreme point 
of his line of occupation. His march was accord.. 
ingly directed on Quatre Bras, a small hamlet 
situated at the intersection of the road to Char- 
leroi, by that leading from N alTIUr to Nivelles. 
This village, ,vhich was fated to obtain a glo- 
rious but sanguinary celebrity, consists of a felv 
mean houses, having a thick and extensive wood 
immediately on the right called Le Bois de Bos- 
su. All around the wood and hamlet, rye fields 
of enOrlTIOUS gro\vth, and quite ready for the 
sickle, were extended. 


'II: "To the left wing, under Marshal Ney, was assigned the 
dangerous honour of encountering the British. The words 
, Nous marc/IOns contre les Anglais' passed uncheered along the 
column, when its destination became known. The ill-omened 
sounds checked not indeed the spirits of the brave, but it 
was associated with too many fatal recoHections, to elicit even 
a single shout of anticipated triumph from the most sanguine 
of that enthusiastic host."-Campa(qn if IVatel"!oo. 
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After a distressing march of twenty-t,vo llliles 
in sultry ,veather, and over a country destitute of 
,vater, the British brigades reached the scene of 
action at t,vo o'clock. They found the Prince 
of Orange ,vith a division of his arlny endeavour- 
ing to hold the French in check, and Inaintain 
a position of ,vhose great irnportance he ,vas so 
,veIl a,vare. The Prince, unable to ,vithstand the 
physical superiority of Ney's corps, had gradually 
lost ground - the Hanoverians had been driven 
back-and the Bois de ßossu ,vas \von and occu- 
pied by the enell1Y.. 
To recover this 1110St iUlportant wood, from 
,vhich the French could debouche upon the road 
to Brussels, ,vas the Duke's first object. The 
Ð5th '\vere ordered to attack the tirailleurs ,vho 
held it; the order ,vas gallantly executed, and 
after a bloody and sustained resistance the French 
,vere forced to retire. 
On the left, the Royals and 28th ,vere hotly 
engaged, and on the right the 44th and High- 
land regilnents ,vere sio1ultaneously assailed. 
The battle no\v becarrle general. Before the Bri- 
tish could deploy, the French cavalry charged 


,. "And here we come to the first accusation preferred by 
Xapoleon against :\Iarshal Ney. The exile of St. Helena 
ch3rges that gallant. and intrepid officer, with having lost many 
hours of valuable time by delaying the attack on Quatre Bras 
till three o'clock in the afternoon, though Napoleon himself, 
whose anny had a shorter distance to traverse, only began the 
attack upon Ligny at the same hour." - CampaigJl if JVakJ'wo. 
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furiously - the tall rye masking their advance 
and favouring the attack. Generally these charges 
were unsuccessful, and the perfect discipline 
and steady courage of the English enabled 
them to repel the enelllY. Lancers and cuiras- 
siers ,vere driven back with desperate slaughter 
- while whole squadrons, shattered in their re- 
treat, and leaving the ground covered \vith their 
dead and dying, proved \vith what fatal preci- 
sion the British squares sustained their fusilade. 
The efforts of the French to break the squares 
were fierce and frequent. Their batteries poured 
upon these unflinching soldiers a storin of grape, 
und when an opening was nlade by the cannon, 
the lancers were ready to rush upon the devoted 
infantry. But nothing could daunt the lion- 
hearted English-nothing could shake their stea- 
diness. 1"he dead were coolly removed, and the 
living occupied their places. Though nUlllbers 
fell, and the square momentarily diminished, it 
still presented a serried line of glittering bayonets, 
through which lancer and cuirassier vainly en- 
deavoured to penetrate. 
One regÏInent, after sustaining a furious can- 
nonade, ,vas suddenly, and on three different sides, 
assailed by cavalry. Two faces of the square 
were charged by the lancers, while the cuiras- 
siers galloped down upon another. It was a try- 
ing moment. 'fhere was a death-like silence; 
and one voice alone, clear and cahn, ,vas heard. 
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It ,vas their colonel's, \vho called upon theln to 
be "steady." On caIne the enemy!-the earth 
shook beneath the horsemen's feet; \vhile on 
every side of the devoted band, the corn bending 
beneath the rush of cavalry disclosed their nUlne.. 
rous assailants. 'fhe lance blades nearly met 
the bayonets of the kneeling front rank - the 
cuirassiers \vere \vithin a fe\v paces-yet not a 
trigger \vas dra\vn. But, \Vhell the \vord " fire !" 
thundered frOITI the colonel's lips, each side 
poured out its deadly volley - and in a 1110- 
ment the Ieading files of the French lay before 
the square, as if hurled by a thunderbolt to 
the earth. 'fhe assailants, broken and dispersed, 
galloped off for shelter to the tall rye, \vhiJe a 
constant streall1 of nlusketry from the British 
square, carried death into their retreating squad- 
rons. 
But, unhappily, these furious and continued 
cl1arges "\vere not al\vays inefficient. On the right, 
and in the act of forming square, the 42nd \vere 
attacked by the lancers. The sudden rush, and 
the difficulty of forilling in corn reaching to the 
shoulder, gave a temporary success to the assail.. 
ants. T\vo companies, excluded from the square, 
""ere ridden over and cut do\vn. The colonel ,vas 
killed,-half the regilllent disabled-but the re- 
mainder formed and repulsed the charge; \vhile 
those detached in the mélée fought back to back 
\vith desperate coolness, until the \vithering fusi- 
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lade of their companions dispersed the cavalry, 
and enabled them to rejoin their ranks. 
,"!'he remaining regiments of the Highland 
brigade were hotly pressed by the enemy: there 
was not a moment's respite: for no sooner were 
the lancers and cuirassiers driven back, than the 
French batteries opened with a torrent of grape 
upon the harassed squares tbat threatened to 
overwhelm theine Numbers of officers and men 
\vere already stretched upon the field, while the 
French, reinforced by fresh colulnns, redoubled 
their exertions, and the brave and devoted hand- 
ful of British troops seelned destined to cover 
\vith their bodies that ground their gallantry 
scorned to surrender. "\\T ellington, as he wit- 
nessed the slaughter of his best troops, is said to 
have been deeply affected; and the repeated rc- 
ferences to his \vatch, showed how anxiously he 
waited for reinforccIl1ents. 
The Bois de Bossu had continued to be the 
scene of a severe and fluctuating corn bat. 'fhe 
95th had driven the French out-but under a 
heavy cannonade, and supported by a cavalry 
Inovement, the rifles were overpo\vered by nUlTI- 
bers, and forced to retire fighting inch by inch, 
and contesting every tree. N ey established hirn- 
self at last within the wood-and ordered up a 
considerable addition to the light troops, who 
had already occupied this Ïlnportant l)oint of the 
position. 
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The contest ,vas at its height. The incessant 
assaults of the enemy ,vere ,vasting the British 
regiments, but, ,vith the exception of the Bois de 
Bossu, not an inch of ground ,vas lost. The 
lnen ,vere falling in hundreds-death ,vas busy 
every,vhere-but not a cheek blanched, and not 
a foot receded! The courage of these undaunted 
soldiers needed no incitement-but on the con- 
trary, the efforts of their officers ,vere constantly 
req uired to restrain the burning ardour that 
,vQuld, if unrepressed, have led to ruinous results. 
l\laddened to see their ranks thinned by rene\ved 
assaults "Thich they \vere merely suffered to repel, 
they panted for the hour of action. The hot 
blood of Erin \vas boiling for revenge-and even 
the cool endurance of the Scotch began to yield, 
and a murmur ,vas sOlnetinles heard of," ,,,rhy 
are \ve not led for,vard?" 
And yet, though for,vard moveinents ,vere de- 
nied theIn, the assailants paid dearly for this \vaste 
of British blood. For a long hour, the 92nd 
had been exposed to a destructive fire froln the 
French artillery that occasioned a fearful loss. 
A regÏlnent of Bruns\vick caya]ry had attenlpted 
to repel a charge of cuirassiers, and repulsed 
\vith Joss, ,vere driven back upon the Highlan- 
ders in great disorder. The hussars galloped 
do\vn a road on ,vhich part of the reginlent \vas 
obliq ned, the reulainder lining the ditch in front. 
'fhe rear of the BrUllS\\,ickers internlino-Ied \\'ith 
o 
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the headmost of the French hOI.selnen, and for 
awhile, the 92nd could not relieve them with 
their lTIusketry. At last the pursuers and pur- 
sued rode rapidly past the right flank of the 
Highlanders, and permitted them to deliver their 
volley. The word" fire!" \vas scarcely given, when 
the close and converged discharge of both \vings, 
fell, \vith terrible effect, upon the advanced squad- 
loon. 'fhe cuirassiers \vere literally cut do\vn by 
that \vithering discharge, and the road choked up 
"rith lTIen and horses roBing in dying agony- 
\vhile the shattered relnnant of \vhat but a few 
mOlnents before had been a splendid regiment, 
)'etreated in desperate confusion to avoid a re- 
petition of that lTIl1rderous fusilade. 
At this period of the battle" the Guards, after 
a march of seven-and-twenty rniles, arrived fronl 
Enghein, fron1 whence they had nloved at three 
in the morning. Exhausted by heat and fatigue, 
they halted at Nivelles, lighted fires, and prepared 
to cook their dinners. But the increasing roar of 
cannon announced that the Duke was seriously 
engaged, and a staff officer brought orders to 
hurry on. 1"he bivouac was instantly broken up 
-the kettles packed - the rations abandoned- 
and the \vearied troops cheerfully resumed their 
march again. 
. The path to the field of battle could not be 
lTIista ken; the roar of cannon \vas sl1cceeaed by 
the roll of In usketry, ,v hich ,vas every step rnore 
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clearly audible; and \vaggons, heaped \,"ith 
\vounded British and BruIls,,'ickers interspersed, 
told that the \vork of death ,vas going on. 
The Guards, indeed, came up at a fortunate 
crisis. "fhe Bois de Bossu \vas ,von; and the 
tirailleurs of the enemy, debouching from its 
cover, ,vere about to deploy upon the roads that 
it commanded, and thus intercept the Duke's 
communication ,yith the Prussians. The fifth 
division" sadly reduced, could hardly hold their 
ground - any offensive movelnent \vas inlpracti- 
cable, and the French tirailleurs \vere issuing 
from the ,vood. But on perceiving the advanc- 
ing columns they halted. The first brigade of 
Guards, having loaded and fixed bayonets, ,vere 
ordered to advance - and" ,yearied as they ,,"ere 
\\'ith a fifteen hours' lTIarch, they cheered, and 
pushed for\vard. * In vain the thick trees im- 
peded them, and although every bush and coppice 
,vas held and disputed by the enenlY- the tirail- 
leurs ,vere driven in on every side. Taking ad- 
vantage of a rivulet ,vhich crossed the ,vood, they 
attempted to forn1 and arrest the progress of the 
Guards. That stand ,vas m0111entary-they ,vere 
forced from their position, and the \yood once 
nlore \vas carried by the British. 


· " The undismayed gallantry of the Guards was the nlore 
remarkable, as they were composed chiefly of young soldiers 
and volunteers frolll the militia, who had never been in action." 
-Jludford. 
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Their success was, ho\vever, limited to its oc- 
cupation; the broken ground and close tÎ1nber 
prevented the battalion from forming; and when 
it emerged - of course in considerable disorder 
- froln its cover, the Inasses of cavalry drawn 
up in the open ground charged and forced it 
back. At last, after many daring attempts to 
debouch and form, the first brigade feU back upon 
the third battalion, \vhich, by flanking the ,vood, 
had been enabled to forln in square, and repulse 
the cavalry, and there the brigade halted. Even- 
ing was now closing in-the attacks of the enelny 
became fewer and feebler - a brigade of heavy 
cavalry \vith horse artillery canle up-and, ,vorn 
out by the sanguinary struggle of six long hours, 
the assailants ceased their attack, and the fifth 
and third divisions took a position for the night 
upon the ground their unbounded heroism had 
held through this long and bloody day. 
Thus terlninated the fight of Quatre Bras-and 
a more glorious victory was never ,von by British 
bravery. Night closed the battle-and \vhen the 
lÎInited nUlnber of the allied troops actually en- 
gaged is considered, this sanguinary conflict will 
stand ,vithout a parallel. At the opening of the 
action 
t half-past two, the Duke's force could 
not have exceeded sixteen thousand - his whole 
cavalry consisting of some llruns\vick hussars, 
supported by a fe,v Belgian and Ilanoverian guns. 
I
ronl the great distance uf their cantonlllcnts frotn 
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the field of battle, the British cavalry and horse 
artillery arrived late in the evening. \Tivian's 
brigade (1st Hanoverian, and lOth and 18th 1111S- 
sars) canle up at seven o'clock-but the rest only 
reached Quatre Bras at the close of the action, 
having made a forced march from behind the 
Dender, over bad roads for more than forty Iniles. 
Ney, by his o\vn account, commenced the action 
\vith the second corps and Excelnlan's cavalry- 
the former numbering thirty thousand, strong in 
artillery, and its cavalry, increased by that of 
the second corps, alTIounting to three thousand 
six hundred. The French l\Iarshal cOll1plains 
that the first corps, originally assigned to hiln, 
and \vhich he had left at Frasnes in reserve, had 
been \vithdra\vn by Napoleon ,vithout any inti- 
mation, and never employed during the entire day 
-and thus, as Ney ,vrites to Fouche, "t\venty- 
five or thirty thousand Inen '\vere, I may say, 
paralyzed, and idly paraded during the battle, 
from the right to the left, and the left to the 
right, \vithout firing a shot." All this adlnitted, 
surely his means ,yere alTIply suffi(
ient to have 
'\varranted a certain victory? In numbers his 
cavalry \vere infinite] y superior-his artillery \vas 
equally po\verful; \vhile in those ilnportant arrns 
"r ellington ,vas n1iserahly \veak-anù all-- he had 
to oppose to his stronger antagonist, ""ere the 
splendid discip1ine and intlonlitable courage of 
British infantry. 
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The loss sustained by the British and their 
aBies in this glorious and hard-contested battle 
all10unted to three thousand seven hundred and 
fifty /iors de conzbat. Of course the British suf- 
fered Inost severely, having three hundred and 
twenty men kiBed and t\VO thousand one hun- 
dred and fifty-five wounded. The Duke of 
Bruns\vick fell in the act of rallying his troops, 
and an il111TIenSe number of British officers '\vere 
found among the slain and '\vounded. During an 
advanced movement the 92nd, after repulsing an 
attack of both cavalry and infantry, a French 
colulnn, retreating to the wood, halted and turned 
its fire on the Highlanders, already assai1ed by a 
superior force. N ot\vithstanding, the regiment 
bravely held its ground until relieved by a regi- 
Inent of the Guards, \v hen it retired to its original 
position. In this brief and sanguinary conflict, 
its loss amounted to t\venty-eight officers and 
nearly three hundred men. 
"fhe casualties, when compared \vith the num- 
ber of the combatants, \vill appear enormous. 
1\lost of the battalions lost their conlmanding 
officers - and the rapid succession of subordinate 
officers on whoIl1 the conlmand devolved, told 
how fast the work of death ,vent on. Trifling 
wounds were disregarded - and men severely 
hurt refused to retire to the rear, and rejoined 
their colours after a tell1porary dressing. Picton's 
,vas a rernarkable instance of this disregard of 
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suffering; he ,vas severely \vounded at Quatre 
Bras, and the fact \vas only ascertained after his 
glorious fall at "T aterloo. 
The French loss, according to their o"
n re- 
turns, ,vas" very considerable, anlounting to four 
thousand t\VO hundred killed or ,,"ounded;" and 
N ey in his report says, "I "Tas obliged to re- 
nounce nlY hopes of victory; and in spite of all 
lTIY efforts, in spite of the intrepidity and devo- 
tion of n1Y troops, n1Y u t1110st efforts could only 
maintain me in my position till the close of the 
day." 
N ey fell back upon the road to Frasnes. The 
11100n rose angrily -still a fe\v cannon-shot \vere 
heard after the day had departed; but gradually 
they ceased. l'he fires \vere lighted, and such 
Iniserable provisions as could be procured \vere 
furnished to the harassed soldiery; and \v hile 
strong pickets \vere posted in the front and 
flanks, the relnnant of the British \vith their 
brave allies, piled their arnlS and stretched thell1- 
selves on the field. 
"rhile the British held their battle-ground, the 
Prussians had been obligEd to retire in the night 
from Ligny. This, ho\vever, ,vas not ascertained 
until morning - as the aide-de-caI11p despatched 
\vith the intelligence to Quatre Bras had un- 
fortunately been killed on the road. Corps 
after corps arrived during the night, placing the 
Duke of "T ellington in a position to have becolne 
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assailant next lTIorning had Blucher maintained 
11is position and repulsed Napoleon's attack. 
The night passed-the wounded \vere remov- 
ed.-the dead partiaUy buried ;-disabled guns 
,vere repaired, ammunition served out, and all 
was ready for" a contest on the morrow." 
The intelligence of the Prussian retreat of 
course produced a correspondent movelnent-and 
the Duke of \Vellington, to maintain his conl- 
munications ,vith l\larshal Blucher, decided on 
falling back upon a position in front of the vil- 
lage of 'Vaterloo, which had been already sur- 
veyed, and selected by the allied leader as the 
spot on which he should nlake a stand. 


iJf "The wounded who had been collected during the night, 
were early in the morning sent off to Brussels. Every atten- 
tion was bestowed upon them by the inhabitants. 'VeHington 
had taken the necessary precautions to secure them rest and 
relief; and the reception of the British wounded at Brussels, 
formed a striking contrast to the abandonment of the French 
sufferers at Charleroi. Napoleon left theIn to their fate; and 
such as escaped death among the ruins of Ligny and St. Amand, 
perished, for want of assistance, in the deserted streets of 
Charlcroi."-Stories of Waterloo. 
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Napoleon arrives at Frasnes, and ""'ellington retires towards 
\Vaterloo. -. Cavalry affair at Genappe. - The allies take 
their position. - Dispositions of the different corps.- The 
field of battle. 


NAPOLEON had reached Frasnes at nine o'clock 
on the morning of the 17th, and deternlined on 
attacking the allied commander. Still uncertain 
as to the route by \vhich Blucher \vas retiring, he 
detached Grouchy in pursuit \vith the third and 
fourth corps, and the cavalry of Excelmans and 
Pajol, \vith directions to overtake the Prussian 
l\larshal, if possible, and in that case bring him to 
action. 
"TIÜle Buonaparte delayed his attack until his 
reserve and the sixth corps canle up, his abler an- 
tagonist \vas preparing to retire. 'Ihis operation 
in open day ,vas difficult, as the Dyle ,vas in the 
rear of the allies, and the long and narro,v bridge 
at the village of Genappe, the only Inean by 
\vhich the corps d'arlllée could effect its passage. 
"T ellington disposed SOine horse-artillery and dis- 
mounted dragoons upon the heights, and leaving 
VOL. II. :\1 
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a strong rear-guard in front of Quatre Bras, he 
succeeded ill Inasking his retreat untiJ, when dis- 
covered, it was too late to offer any serious inter- 
ruption to the regressive movelnent of the allies. 
"\Vhile the rear of the columns ,vere still defiling 
through the narrow streets of Genappe, Napo- 
leon's advanced cavalry overtook and attacked the 
rear-guard, and a sharp affair ensued. The 7th 
Hussars, assisted by some squadrons of the 11th 
and 23rd Light Dragoons, charged the French 
horsemen boldly-but they were repulsed; and a 
second effort was bravely but ineffectually attelnpt- 
ed. rj-'he Life Guards were instantly ordered up, 
and led in person to the charge by Lord Angle- 
sea, who was in command of the British rear- 
guard. Their attack ,vas decisive - the enemy 
were severely checked, and driven in great dis- 
order back upon their supports. No other at- 
tempt was made by the French cavalry to elll- 
barrass the retreat of the allied colurnns - and 
except by an occasional cannonade, too distant to 
produce any serious effect, the remainder of the 
nlarch on Waterloo was undisturbed by the 
French advance. 
The allies reached the position early in the 
evening, and orders were issued for the divisions 
to halt and prepare their bivouacs. The ground 
for each brigade was marked out - the troops 
piled their arlns, the eavalry picketed their horses, 
the guns \vere e parked, fires lighted along the 
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lines, and all prepared the best mode of shelter- 
ing themselves froln the inclemency of the ,vea
 
ther which scanty nleans ,vould afford them in 
an exposed position like that of "T aterloo. 
All through the day rain had occasionally 
fallen, but as night came on, the ,veather became 
more tempestuous. The ,vind rose, and torrents 
of rain, ,vith peals of thunder and frequent light- 
ning, rendered the dreary night before the battle 
anything hut a season of repose. 
"Thile the troops bivouacked on the field, the 
Duke of "r ellington ,vith the general officers 
and their respective staffs occupied the village of 
"'T aterloo. On the doors of the several cottages 
the names of the principal officers \vere chalked- 
"and frail and perishing as ,vas the record, it 
was found there long after many of those 'Vh01TI 
it designated had ceased to exist!" 
The ground on \vhièh the allied cOlnmander 
had decided to accept battle ,vas chosen with 
excellent judgment. In front of the position the 
surface declined for nearly a quarter of a mile, 
and rose again for an equal distance, until it ter- 
lllinated in a ridge of easy access, along ,vhich the 
French had posted a number of their brigades. 
The interlllediate space bet\veen the arnlies \\tas 
covered by a rich crop of rye nearly ready for the 
sickle. In the rear, the forest of Soignies-, inter- 
sected by the great roads fr0111 Charleroi to Brus... 
sels, extended; and nearIy at. the entrance to the 
1\1 
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\vood, the little village of Waterloo ,vas situated. 
The right of the British ,vas stretched over to 
Merke Braine, and the left appuied upon a height 
above Ter Ie Haye. The whole line ,vas formed 
on a gentle acclivity, the flanks partially defended 
by a small ravine with broken ground. The farm- 
house of La Haye Sainte, in front of the left 
centre, was defended by a Hanoverian battalion 
-and the chateau of Hougomont, in advance of 
the right centre, was held by a part of the Guards 
and a few companies of Nassau riflemen. This 
was the strongest point of the whole position; 
and the Duke had strengthened it considerably, 
by erecting barricades and perforating the walls 
with loopholes, to perrnit the musketry of its 
defenders to be effectively enlployed. 
Wellington's first line, comprising some of his 
best regiments, was dra \vn up behind these posts. 
The second \vas still farther in the rear, and, from 
occupying a hollo\v, was sheltered from the fire 
of the French artillery. The third was formed 
of the cavalry: they were more retired stiJI, and 
extended to Ter Ie Haye. The extreme right of 
the British obliqued to Merke Braine and cover- 
ed the road to Nivelles, while the left kept the 
comnlunication with the Prussians open by the 
Ohaiu road, which runs through the passes of 
Saint Larnbert. As it was not improbable that 
Napoleon might endeavour to reach Brussels by 
marching circuitously round the Briti
h right, a 
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corps of observation, composed of the greater 
portion of the fourth division, under Sir Charles 
Colville, \vas detached to Hal1e; and conse- 
quently those troops, during the long and bloody 
contest of the 18th, ,vere at a distance from the 
field, and remained non cOJJzbattant. 
The al1ied dispositions ,vere completed soon 
after daylight, although it ,vas nearly noon before 
the engagement seriously commenced. The divi- 
sion of Guards under General Cooke, ,vas posted 
on a rise immediately adjoining the chateau of 
Hougomont, its right leaning on the road to 
Nivelles; the division of Baron Alten, had its 
left flank on the road of Charleroi, and ,vas dra,vn 
up behind the house of La Haye Sainte.. The 
Bruns\vick troops ,,,,ere partly in line ,vith the 
Guards and partly held in reserve; and. the Nas- 
sau \vere generally attached to Alten's division. 
SOllle of the corps in line, and a battalion acting 
en tirailleur, occupied the wood of Hougomont. 
This corps d'arnzée 
Yas co
manded by the Prince 
of Orange. 
The British divisions of Clinton and Colville, 
t,vo Hanoverian brigades, and a Dutch corps 
under the command of Lord Hil1, ,vere placed 
en potence, in front of the right. 
On the left, the division of Picton, a British 
brigade under Sir John Lambert, a Hanoverian 
corps, and sonle troops of the Netherlands, ex- 
tended along the hedge and lane that traverses 
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the rising ground bet\veen the I.oad to Charleroi 
and Tel" Ie Haye. 'I'his viJIage, with the farm of 
Papilotte, contiguous to the "rood of Frichemont, 
"ras garrisoned by a post of the Nassau contin- 
gent, commanded by the hereditary Prince of 
'Veimar. The whole cavalry were under the 
imnlediate direction of the Earl of U xbridge, and 
the artil1ery commanded by Sir George 'V ood. 
No part of the aUied position was remarkable 
for natural strength, and where the ground dis- 
played any advantages, they had been carefulIy 
made available for defence. "fhe whole surface 
of the field of Waterloo was perfectly open; the 
acclivities of easy ascent. Infantry movements 
could be easily effected - artillery might advance 
and retire, and cavalry could charge. On evel"y 
point the British position was assailable; and the 
island soldier had no reliance but in "God and 
his Grace" - for all else depended on his own 
stout heart and vigorous arm. 
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!\-Iorning of the 18th. - Armies in each other's presence.- 
Opening, progress, and close of the battle. - Los8es sus- 
tained.-Subsequent operations. -Conclusion. 


THE rain still continued, but with Jess severity 
than during the preceding night; the ,vind fell, 
but the day lo\vered, and the morning of the 
18th* ,vas gloomy and foreboding. The British 
soon recovered from the chill cast over them by 
the inclemency of the \veather; and from the 
ridge of their position calmly observed the ene- 


· Napoleon passed the night of the] 7th in a farm-house wl1Ïch 
was abandoned by the owner, named Bouquean, an old man of 
eighty, who had retired to Planchenoit. It is situated on the 
high road from Charleroi to Brussels. I t is half a league from 
the chateau of Hougomont and La Haye Sainte, and a quarter 
of a league from La Belle Alliance and Planchenoit. Supper 
was hastily served up in part of the utensils of the farmer that 
remained. Buonaparte slept in the first chamber of this house: 
a bed with blue silk hangings and gold fringe was put up for 
him in the middle of this room. His brother Jerome, the Duke 
of Bassano, and several generals, lodged in the other chambers. 
All the adjacent buildings, gardens, meadows, and enclosures, 
were crowded with military and horses.-Frellcll Detail. 
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my's masses coming up in long succession, and 
foru)ing their numerous columns on the heights 
in front of La Bene Al1iance. 
Tbe bearing of the French was very opposite 
to the stead y and cool determination of the British 
soldiery. With the former, all ,vas exultation 
Rnd arrogant display; and, with characteristic 
vanity, they boasted of their imaginary success 
at Quatre Bras, and claimed a decisive victory at 
I.Jigny. · 
Although in point of fact beaten by the British 
on the 16tb, Napoleon tortured the retrograde 
movement of the Duke on 'Vaterloo into a de- 
feat; and winning a field from Blucher, attended 
with no advantage beyond the capture of a few 
disabled guns, he declared in his despatches the 
Prussian army routed and disorganized, without 
a prospect of being raI1ied. 
The morning passed in mutual arrangements 
for battle. Tbe French dispositions for the at- 
tack \vere commenced soon after nine o'clock. 
The first corps, under Count D'Er]on, \vas in 
position opposite La Haye Sainte, its rigbt ex- 
tending to,vards Frichermont, and its Jeft lean- 
ing on the road to Brussels. The second corps, 
uniting its fight with D"

r]on's left, extended 
to Hongomont, \yjth the \yood in its front. 
1:'he cavalry reserve (the cuirassiers) ,,,,ere im- 
mediately in the rear of these corps; and the 
Ilnperial Guard, forlning the grand reserve, \vere 
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posted on the heights of La Belle Alliance. Count 
Lobau, with the sixth corps, and D'.Âumont's 
cavalry, \'?ere placed in the rear of the extreme 
right, to check the Prussians, should they advance 
from "r avre, and approach by the defiles of 
Saint Lambert. Napoleon's arrangements ,vere 
completed about half-past eleven, and imtnediately 
the order to attack \\"as given. 
'l'he place from which Buonaparte vie\ved the 
field, ,vas a gentle ri
ing ground* beside the 
farm-house of La Belle Alliance. There he re- 
mained for a considerable part of the day, dis- 
mounted, pacing to and fro \yith his hands 
behind him, receiving communications from his 
aides-de-canlp, and issuing orders to his officers. 
As the battle became more doubtful, he approach- 
ed nearer the scene of action, and betrayed in- 
creased impatience to his staff by violent gesti- 
culation, and using ilnrnense quantities of snuff: 
At three o'clock he \vas on horseback in front of 
La Belle Alliance; and in the evening, just before 


.. The eminence on which Buonaparte was while l1e gave 
his orders during the battle, is part of the territory of Planche- 
noit. It is caned the Field of Trimotio, and is the property 
of several individuals: it is not far from the farm of CailIou. 
Buonaparte retired to this house for a moment during the 
battle. After he had lost it, endeavouring to avoid the crowd 
in the great road, he threw himse1f into the orchard opposite 
this farm-house to get the start of the ma
s of fugitives. A 
part of these being dosely pursued sought refuge in the build... 
ings of the farm; they were set on fire, and several of theln 
reduced to ashes.-Letters of a Frencll Officer. 
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he nJade his last attempt ,vith the Guard, he had 
reached a hollo,v close to La Haye Sainte. 'Vel- 
lington, at the opening of the engagement, stood 
upon a ridge ilnmediately behind La Haye, but 
as the conflict thickened, where difficulties arose 
and danger threatened, there the Duke was found. 
He traversed the field exposed to a storm of balIs, 
and passed from point to point uninjured, and 
more than on one occasion, \vhen the French 
cavalry charged the British squares, the Duke ,vas 
there for shelter. 
A slight skirmishing between the French 
tirailleurs and English light troops had con- 
tinued throughout the morning, but the advance 
of a division of the second corps, under Jerome 
Bnonaparte, against the post of Hougomont,* was 
the signal for the British artillery to open, and was, 
in fact, the beginning of the battle of 'Vaterloo. 
'fhe first gun fired on the ] 8th was directed 
by Sir. George VV ood upon Jerome's advancing 
column; the last was a French ho\vitzer, at eight 
o'clock in the evening, turned by a British officer 
against the routed remains of that splendid army 
,vith which Napoleon had commenced the battle. 
Hougonlontt was the key of the Duke's posi- 
tion, a post naturaIJy of considerable strength, 
and care had been taken to increase it. I twas 
garrisoned by the light companies óf the Cold- 


· "Details," &c. 


t "Details," &c. 
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stream and 1st and Brd Guards; * ,vhile a de- 
tachment from General Byng's brigade ,vas fornl- 
ed on an eminence behind, to support the troops 
\v ho defended the house and the ,vood t on its 
left. Three hundred Nassau riflemen \vere sta- 
tioned in the \vood and garden; but the first at- 
tack of the enemy dispersed thenl. 
r.ro carry Hougomont, the efforts of the second 
corps \vere principally directed throughout the day. 
This fine corps, thirty thousand strong, comprised 
three divisions; and each of these, in quick suc- 
cession, attacked the ,veIl-defended farm-house. 
1'he advance of the assailants ,vas covered by 
a tremendous cross fire of nearly one hundred 
pieces, \vhile the British guns in battery on the 
heights above returned the cannonade, and made 
fearful havoc in the dense columns of the enenlY 
as they advanced or retired from the attack. Al- 
though the French frequently occupied the \vood, 
it afforded then1 indifferent shelter from the ITJUS- 
ketry of the troops defending the house and gar- 
den; for the trees lvere slight, and planted far 


· The loss of the Guards, in killed and wounded, in the 
defence of HougOlllont, amounted to twenty-eight officers, and 
about eight hundred rank and file. The foreign corps (Kassau 
and Brunswickers) lost about one hundred. 
t The proprietor of the ruins of the chateau of Hougomont 
has caused all the woods to be feJ1ed. Those trees, torn by 
a thousand ba]]s, and that observatory, the witnesses of 80 
much glory and so much suffering, have vani:shed for ever. 
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asunder. Foy's division passed entirely through 
and gained the heights in the rear; but it ,vas 
driven back with immense loss by part of the 
Coldstream and 3rd Guards, leaving in its dif- 
ferent attempts three thousand of its number in 
the wood and garden.* 
At last, despairing of success, the French ar- 
tillery opened with shells upon the house: the 
old tower of Hougomont was quickly in a blaze; 
the fire reached the chapel, a.nd many of the 
wounded, both assailants and defenders, there pe- 
rished miserably. But still, though the flames 
raged above, shells burst around, and shot plough- 
ed through the shattered walls and ,vindows, 
tIle Guards nobly held the place, and Hougomont 
remained untaken. t It was computed that 


.. The attack against the position of Hougomont lasted, on 
the whole, from twenty-five minutes before twelve until a 1ittle 
past eight at night. 
t " Within half an hour one thousand five hundred men were 
kined in the small orchard at Hougomont, not exceeding four 
acres. The loss of the enemy was enormous. The division of 
(;eneral Foy alone lost about three thousand; and the total loss 
,of the enemy in the attack of this position is estimated at ten 
thousand in killed and wounded. ...J\.bove six thousand men of 
both armies perished in the farm of Hougomont: six hundred 
French fell in the attack on the chateau and the farm; two 
hundred English were kiUed in the wood; twenty-five in the 
garden; one thousand one hundred in the orchard and mea- 
dow; four hundred men near the farmer's garden; two thousand 
of both parties behind the great orchard. The bodies of three 
hundred English were buried opposite the gate of the chateau; 
and those of six hundred French were burned at the sanle 
place." -Bootlt. 
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Napoleon"s repeated and desperate attacks upon 
this post cost him eight thousand Inen. The 
British lost fourteen hundred. 
rrhe advance of Jerome on the right \vas fol- 
lo\ved by a general onset upon the British line. 
rrhree hundred pieces of artillery opened their 
cannonade, and the French columns in different 
points advanced to the attack. Charges of ca- 
valry and infantry, sonletinles separately and 
sometimes ,vith united force, \vere nlade in vain. 
The British regiments \vere disposed, individu- 
ally, in squares, \vith triple files, each placed suf- 
ficiently apart to aUo\v its deploying ""hen requi- 
site. The squares ,vere 1110stly parallel, bu t a fe\v 
\vere judiciously thro\vn back; and this disposi- 
tion, when the French cavalry had passed the 
advanced regiments, exposed them to a flanking 
fire froIll the squares behind. The English ca- 
valry \vere in the rear of the infan try, the artil- 
lery \vas in battery over the line. "r aterÌoo lTIay 
be easily understood by simply stating, that for 
ten hours it ,vas a continued succession of attacks 
of the French colunlns on the squares; the British 
artillery playing upon theln as they advanced, 
and the cavalry charging them \Vhell they re- 
ceded. 
But no situation could be more trying to the 
unyielding courage of the British arlny than this 
disposition in squares at "T aterloo. There is an 
excited feeling in an attacking body that stinlu- 
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lates the coldest and blunts the thoughts of dan- 
ger. '!'he tumultuous enthusiaslll of the assault 
spreads from man to man, and duller spirits catch 
a gallant frenzy froIn the brave around them. 
But the enduring and devoted courage ,vhich 
pervaded the British squares ,vhen, hour after 
hour, lTIowed down by a murderous artillery, and 
wearied by furious and frequent onsets of lancers 
and cuirassiers; when the constant order, "Close 
up !-close up!" marked the quick succession of 
slaughter that thinned their diminished ranks; 
and when the day wore later, when the remnants 
of two, and even three regitnents were necessary 
to cOlllplete the square, which one of them had 
formed in the morning - to support this with 
firmness, and "feed death," inactive and unrnov- 
ed, exhibited that caIrn and desperate bravery 
,vhich elicited the adlniration of Napoleon him- 
se If. · 


· Probably the statement of an enemy will bear the noblest 
testimony to the measureless bravery of the British infantry: 
General Foy thus notices them :-" \Ve saw these sons of Al- 
bion, formed in square battalions, in the plain between the 
wood of Hougomont and the village of l\lount Saint John; 
to effect this compact formation, they had doubled and re- 
doubled their ranks several times. The cavalry which sup- 
ported them was cut to pieces, and the fire of their artillery 
completely silenced. The general and staff officers were gal- 
loping from one square to another, not knowing where to find 
shelter. Carriages, wounded lnen, parks of reserve, and aux- 
iliary troops, were all flying in disorder, towards Brussels. 
Death was before them, and in their ranks; disgrace in their 
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At times the tenlper of the troops had nearly 
failed; and, particularly anlong the Irish regi- 
ments, the reiterated question of-" "Then shall 
,ve get at them?" sho\ved ho\v ardent the \"ish 
\vas to avoid inactive slaughter, and, plunging 
into the columns of the assailants, to avenge the 
death of their companions. But the "Be cool, 
my boys!" from their officers ,vas sufficient to 
restrain this i01patience - and, CUln bering the 
ground \vith their dead, they \vaited ,vith des- 
perate intrepidity for the hour to arri \Te ,,,,hen 
victory and vengeance should be their O\V n ! 
"Thile the second corps "ras engaged at Hougo- 
1110nt, the first ,vas directed by Napoleon to pe- 
netrate the left centre. Had this atten1pt suc- 
ceeded, the British lllust have been defeated, as 
it would have been severed and surrounded. 
Picton's division ,vas no\v severely engaged; its 
position stretched from La Haye Sainte to Ter 
la Haye; in front there \vas an irregular hedge; 
but being broken and pervious to cavalry, it 


rear. In this terrible situation, neither the bullets (houlets, 
cannon-balls) of the Imperial Guard, discharged almost point 
blank, nor the victorious cavalry of France, could make the 
least impression on the immovable British infantry. One might 
have been almost tempted to fancy that it had rooted itself 
in the ground, but for the 7ìwjestic 1JLOt O emenl which its 
battalions commenced some minutes after sunset, at the 010- 
n1ent when the approach of the Prussian army apprised \Yel- 
lington he had just achieved the most decisive victory of the 
" "C' 
age. -.r oy. 
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afforded but partial protection. The Belgian in- 
fantry, \vho were extended in front of the fifth 
division, gave ,yay as the leading columns of 
D'Erlon's corps approached - the French came 
boldly up to the fence-and Picton, with Kempt's 
brigade, as gallantly advanced to meet them. 
A. tremendous combat ensued. The French and 
British closed; for the cuirassiers had been already 
received in square, and repulsed ,vith immense 
loss. Instantly Picton deployed the division into 
line; and pressing forward to the hedge, received 
and returned the volley of D'Erlon's infantry, 
and then crossing the fence, drove back the ene- 
my at the point of the bayonet. The French 
retreated in close column, while the fifth mowed 
theln down \vith musketry
 and slaughtered them 
in heaps with their bayonets. l...ord Anglesea 
seized on the lTIOrnent, and charging \vith the 
Royals, Greys, and Enniskilleners, burst through 
everything that opposed him. \T ainly the mailed 
cuirassier and formidable lancer attempted to 
\vithstand this splendid body of heavy cavalry: 
they were overwhelmed; and the French in- 
fantry, already broken and disorganised by the 
"fighting third," fell in hundreds beneath the 
swords of the English dragoons. 'fhe eagles 
of the 45th and 105th regiments, and upwards 
of two thousand prisoners, were the trophies of 
this brilliant charge. 
But, alas! like n10st nlilitary triumphs, this 
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had its misfortune to alloy it. Picton fell! But 
\",here could the comlnander of the gaUant Third 
111eet ",ith death so gloriously? He ,vas at the 
head of his division as it passed for,,'ard ,yith 
the bayonet; he sa\v the best troops of Napoleon 
repulsed; the ball struck him, and he fell froin 
his horse; he heard the Highland lalnent an. 
s\vered by the deep execration of Erin; and 
\v hile. the Scotch slogan ,vas returned by the 
Irish hurrah, his fading sight sa\v his favourite 
division rush on ,vith irresistible fury. The 
French co]ullln ,vas annihilated-and t\VO thou- 
sand dead enemies told ho\v desperately he had 
been aveliged. This ,yas, probably, the bloodiest 
struggle of the day. "Then the attack COlll:' 
menced, and it lasted not an hour, the third di- 
vision exceeded five thousand men; and ""hen it 
ended, it scarcely reckoned eighteen hundred! 
"Thile Picton's division and the heavy cavalry 
had repulsed D'Er
on's effort against the left
 the 
battle \vas raging at La Hare Sainte, a post in 
front of the left centre. This ,vas a rude farm- 
house and barn, defended by five hundred Ger- 
man riflemen; and here the attack ,vas fierce and 
constant, and the defence gallant and protracted. 
""'hile a number of guns played on it ,,,,ith shot 
and shells, it ,vas assailed by a strong colun1n of 
infantry. Thrice they ,vere repulsed; but the 
barn caught fire, and the number of the garrison 
decreasing, it ,vas found iUlpossible, fronl its ex- 
VOL. II. N 
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posed situation, to supply the loss, and thro\v in 
reinforceulents. Still worse, the ammunition of 
the rifle corps failed-and reduced to a fe\v cart- 
ridges, their fire had almost ceased. 
Encouraged by this casualty, the French, at the 
fourth attempt, turned the position. Though the 
doors \vere burst in, still the gallant Germans held 
the house with their bayonets; but, having as- 
cended the ,valls and roof, the French fired on 
thenl from above, and, no\v reduced to a handful, 
the post was carried. No quarter was given, and 
the relnnant of the brave riflemen ,vere bayoneted 
on the spot. 
'fhis was, however, the only point where, dur- 
ing this long and sanguinary conflict, Buonaparte 
succeeded. He became master of a dilapidated 
dwelling, its roof destroyed by sl}ells, and its 
walls perforated by a thousand shot-holes; and 
\vhen obtained, an incessant torrent of grape and 
shrapnels from the British artillery on the heights 
above, rendered its acquisition useless for future 
operations, and made a persistence in maintain- 
ing it, a wanton and unnecessary sacrifice of hu- 
man life. 
There was a terrible saIneness in the battle of 
the 18th of June, which distinguished it in the 
history of modern slaughter. Although desig- 
nated by Napoleon" a day of false manæuvres," 
in reality, there ,vas less display of military tactics 
at "r aterloo, than in any general action we.. ha,re 
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on record. Buonaparte's favourite plan, to turn 
a \ving, or separate a corps, ,vas the constant 
effort of the French leader. Both ,vere tried- 
at Hougomont to turn the right, and at La Haye 
Sainte to break through the left centre.. Hence, 
the French operations "rere confined to fierce 
and incessant onsets \vith masses of cavalry and 
infantry, generally supported by a numerous and 
destructive artillery. Knowing, that to repel 
these desperate and sustained attacks, a tre- 
mendous sacrifice of human life must occur, 
NapoJeon, in defiance of their ackno\vledged 
bravery, calculated on ,vearying the British into 
defeat. But ,vhen he sa\v his columns driven 
back in confusion - ,vhen his cavalry receded 
fron1 the squares they could not penetrate- 
,,,,hen battalions ,vere reduced to companies by 
the fire of his cannon, and still that "feeble 
fe\v" sho\ved a perfect front, t and held the 
ground they had originally taken - no wonder 
his admiration ,vas expressed to 80ult-" Ho\v 


'It " The l\Iarshal told me, during the battle, that he was going 
to make a great effort against the centre of the enemy, while 
the cavalry should pick up the cannon, which did not seem to 
be much supported. He told me several times when I brought 
him orders, that we were going to gain a great victory."- 
Drouet's Speech. 
t Several remonstrances fron1 general officers were sent in 
to the Duke of '\VeBington, to retreat. His question was, 
"'ViII they stand ?"-" Till they perish," was the reply. "Then 
I will stand with thelll to the last man." 


N2 
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beautifully these English 6ght! but they must 
give way!" 
And well did British bravery merit that proud 
encomium, which their enduring courage elicited 
from Napoleon. For hours, with uniform and 
unflinching gallantry, had they repulsed the at- 
tacks of troops who had already proved their 
superiority over the soldiers of every other nation 
in Europe. '''hen the artillery united its fire, 
and poured exterminating volleys on some de- 
voted regiment, the square, prostrate on the 
earth, allowed the storm to pass over them. 
"\\Then the battery ceased, to perluit their cavalry 
to charge and complete the work of destruction, 
the square was on their feet-no face unformed- 
no chasm to allow the horsemen entrance-but 
a serried line of impassable bayonets was before 
them, while the rear ranks threw in a reserved 
fire with murderous precision. The cuirass ,vas 
too near the musket to avert death from the 
wearer. l\Ien and horses fell in heaps-each at- 
tempt ended in defeat-and the cavalry retired, 
leaving their best and boldest before that sq nare, 
which, to them, had proved impenetrable. 
'Vhen the close column of infantry came on, 
the square had deployed into line. The French 
were received with a destructive volley, and next 
mornent the ,vild cheer which acconlpanies the 
bayonet charge, announced that England advan- 
ced \vith the ,veapon she had al \\Tays found 1rre- 
, 
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sistible. 'l"he French never crossed bayonets 
fairly \vith the British; \vhen an attempt \vas 
Inade to stand, a terrible slaughter attested Eng- 
laud's superiority. 
But the situation of "r ellington momentarily 
becalne more critical. l\Iasses of the enemy had 
fallen, but thousands came on anew. "7' ith des- 
perate attachlnent, the French army passed for- 
ward at Napoleon's command-and although each 
advance terminated in defeat and slaughter, fresh 
battalions crossed the valley, and mounting the 
ridge \vith cries of ",rive l'Empereur I" exhibit- 
ed a devotion \vhich never had been equalled. 
"r ellington's reserves had been gradually brought 
into action-and the left, though but partially 
engaged, could not be \veakened to send assistance 
to the right and centre. l\Iany battalions were 
miserably reduced; and the third division, already 
cut up at Quatre Bras on the evening of the 18th, 
presented but a skeleton of what these beautiful 
brigades had been \vhen they left Brussels t\VO 
days before. 'fhe ]OS8 of individual regiments 
was prodigious. 'l'he 27th had four hundred 
men mowed down in square \vithout dra\ving a 
trigger; it lost all its superior officers; and a soli- 
tary subaltern who remained, comlnanded it for 
half the day. Another, the 92nd reginlent, when 
not t,vo hundred were left, rushed at a French 
colun111 and routed it with the bayonet; and 
a third, the 33rd, \vhen nearly annihilated, sent to 
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require support-none could be given; and the 
commanding officer was told that he must" stand 
or fall where he \vas !" 
Any other save Wellington would have despair- 
ed; but he calculated, and justly, that he had an 
army which would perish where it stood. But 
when he saw the devastation caused by the inces- 
sant attacks of an enemy who appeared determined 
to succeed, is it surprising that his watch was fre- 
quently consulted, and that he prayed for night 
or Blucher? When evening came on, no doubt 
Buonaparte began to questîon the accuracy of his 
" military arithmetic,"-a pllrase happily applied 
to his meting out death by the hour. Half the 
day had been consumed in a sanguinary and in- 
decisive conflict; all his dispo
able troops but the 
Guard had been employed, and still his efforts 
\vere foiled; and the British, with diminished 
numbers, showed the same bold front they had 
presented at the com In en cement of the battle. 
He determined, therefore, on another desperate 
attempt upon the whole British line; and ,vhile 
issuing orders to effect it, a distant cannonade an- 
nounced that a fresh force was approaching to 
share the action. Napoleon, concluding that 
Grouchy ,vas coming up, conveyed the glad tid- 
ings to his disheartened columns. But an aide- 
de-camp quickly removed the mistake-and the 
Emperor received the unwelcome intelligence tha
 
the strange force, no\v distinctly observed de
 



BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 188 
bouching froln the ,voods of Saint Lambert, 
,vas the advanced guard of a Prussian corps. 
Buonaparte appeared, or affected to appear, in- 
credulous; but too soon the fatal truth was as- 
certained. 
"Thile the delusive hope of immediate relief 
,vas industriously circulated among his troops, 
Napoleon despatched Count Lobau, with the sixth 
corps, to employ the Prussians, and, in person, 
directed a general attack upon the British line. 
l\Iean ,vhile the Prussian advance had de- 
bouched froln the wood of Frichermont, and 
the operations of the old l\Iarshal, in the rrar of 
, 
Napoleon's right flank, became alarming. If 
Blucher established himself there in force, un- 
less success against the British in his front ,vas 
rapid and decisive, or that Grouchy came prompt- 
ly to his relief, Buonaparte knew ,veIl that his 
situation must be hopeless. Accordingly, he di- 
rected the first and second corps and all his ca- 
valry reserves against the Duke, - the French 
Inounted the heights once more-and the Bri- 
tish were attacked from right to left. 
A dreadful and protracted encounter followed; 
for an hour the contest ,vas sustained, and, like 
the preceding ones, it ,vas a sanguinary succession 
of determined attack and obstinate resistance. 
The impetuosity of the French onset at fir
t 
obtained a temporary success. The English light 
cavalry \vcre driven back, and for a tilne a nUlnber 
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of the guns were in the enemy's possession,-but 
the British rallied again-the French were forced 
across the ridge, and retired to their original 
ground, without effecting any permanent impres- 
SIon. 
I t was "now five o'clock; the Prussian reserve 
cavalry under Prince \Villialn ,vas warmly en- 
gaged with Count Lobau. Bulow's corps, with 
the second, under Pirch, were approaching rapid- 
ly through the passes of Saint Lambert; and 
the first Prussian corps, advancing by Ohain, had 
already begun to operate on Napoleon's right.- 
Bulo\v pushed forward towards Ay\vire, and, 
opening his fire on the French, succeeded in 
driving them frorn the opposite heights. 
1
he Prussian left, acting separately, advanced 
upon the village of Planchenoit, and attacked 
Napoleon's rear. rfhe French maintaining their 
position with great gallantry, and the Prussians, 
being equally obstinate in their attempts to force 
the village, produced a bloody and prolonged COlTI- 
bat. Napoleon's right had begun to recede before 
the first Prl1ssian corps, and his officers, generally, 
anticipated a disastrous issue, that nothing but 
immediate success against the British, or instant 


· Bulow died on the 25th of February 1816, of an inflan1ma- 
tion of the lungs, at Koenigsburg, of which city he was gover- 
nor. On his death the King of Prussia paid the most marked 
compliment of respect to his memory, by ordering every officer 
of his army to put on 1110urniug for three days. 
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relief from Grouchy, could remedy. The Im- 
perial Guard, his last and best resource, \vere con- 
sequently ordered up. Formed in close column, 
Buonaparte in person advanced to lead them on; 
bu t dissuaded by his staff, he paused near the bot- 
tonl of the hill, and to Ney, that " spoiled child 
of victory," the conduct of this redoubted body 
\vas intrusted. In the interÎ1n, as the French right 
fen back, the British moved gradually for\vard ; 
and converging fronl the extreme points of l\Ierke 
Braine and Braine la Leud, compressed their ex- 
tent of line, and nearly assulned the form of a 
crescent. The Guards \vere considerably advan- 
ced, and having deployed behind the crest of the 
hill, lay do\vn to avoid the cannonade \vith which 
Napoleon covered the onset of his best troops. 
Ney, \vith his proverbial gallantry, led on the 
middle Guard; and 'V ellington, putting hilnself 
at the head of some \vavering regilnents, in 
person brought them for\yard, and restored their 
confiùence. 
As the Imperial Guard approached the crest 
\vhere the Household troops were couching, the 
British artillery, ,vhich had gradually converged 
upon the chaussée, opened ,vith cannister-shot. 
The distance \vas so short, * and the range so 


." 'Vhen the Imperial Guards, led on by l\Iarshal Ney, about 
half-past seven o'clock made their appearance frOD) a corn-field, 
in close columns of grand divisions nearly opposite, and within 
a distance of fifty yarùs from the muzzles of the guns, orders 
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accurate, that each discharge fell \vith deadly 
precIsIon into the colunln as it breasted the hill. 
N ey, \vith his custolnary heroism, directed the 
attack; and when his horse was killed-on foot, 
and sword in hand, he headed the veterans whon1 
he had so often led to victory. Although the 
leading files of the Guard were swept off by the 
exterminating fire of the English batteries, still 
their undaunted intrepidity carried them for- 
ward, and they gallantly crossed the ridge. 
Then came the hour of lJritish triumph. The 
Inagic ,vord was spoken-" Up, Guards, and at 
them!" In a moment the Household brigade 
were on their feet: then waiting till the French 
closed, they delivered a tremendous volley, cheer- 
ed, and rushed .forward with the bayonet, W el- 
lington in person directing the attack. 
'Vith the 42nd and 95th, the British leader 
threw himself on Ney's flank, and rout and de- 
struction succeeded. In vain their gallant chief 
attempted to rally the recoiling Guard; and driven 
down the hill, they were intermingled with the 
old guard, who formed at the bottOlTI in reserve. 
In their unfortunate 1nélée, the British cavalry 
seized on the moment of confusion, and plun- 


were given to load with cannister-shot, and literally five rounds 
from each gun were fired with this species of shot, before 
they showed the ]east sYlnptom of retiring. At the twenty- 
ninth round, their Jcft gave way." -Letters of an Artillery 
(
[!iccr. 
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ging into the mass, cut down and disorganised the 
regiments ,vhich had hitherto been unbroken. 
The British artillery ceased firing, and those 'v ho 
had escaped the iron sho\ver of the guns, fell be- 
neath sabre and bayonet. 
The unremediable disorder consequent on this 
decisive repulse, and the confusion in the French 
rear, ,vhere Bulow had fiercely attacked them, 
did not escape the eagle glance of "1 ellington. 
" The hour is come!" he is said to have exclaim- 
ed, as, closing his telescope, he commanded the 
,vhole line to advance. The order ,vas exultingly 
obeyed; and, forming four deep, on came the Bri- 
tish. "rounds, and fatigue, and hunger, ,vere all 
forgotten, as ,vith their customary steadiness they 
crossed the ridge; but \vhen they sa\v the French, 
and began to nlove do\vn the hill, a cheer that 
seemed to rend the heavens pealed from their 
proud array, as ,yith levelled bayonets they 
pressed on to meet the enemy. 
But, panic-struck and disorganised, the French 
resistance ,vas short and feeble. The Prussian 
cannon thundered in their rear-the British bay- 
onet was flashing in their front-and unable to 
stand the terror of the charge, they broke and 
fled. A dreadful and indiscriminate carnage en- 
sued. The great road \vas choked ,vith equi- 
pages, and cumbered \vith the dead and dying; 
\v hile the fields, as far as the eye could reach, 
,vere covered with a host of helpless fugitives. 
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Courage and discipline \vere forgotten; and N a- 
poleou's army of yesterday was no\V' a splendid 
\vreck - a terror-stricken multitude! His own 
\vords best describe it-" It was a total rout !" 
Never had France sent a finer army to the 
field-and never had any been so signally de- 
feated. Complete as the déroute at Vittoria had 
appeared, it fell infini tel y short of that sustained 
at "r aterloo. "fired of slaughtering unresisting 
foes, the British, early in the night, abandoned the 
pursuit of the broken battalions and halted. But 
the Prussians, untalIled by previous exertion, 
continued to follow the fugitives with increased 
activity-nothing could surpass the unrelenting 
animosity of their pursuit; plunder was sacrificed 
to revenge-and the memory of former defeat 
and past oppression produced a dreadful retalia- 
tion, and deadened every irnpulse of humanity. 
'l'he væ vietis ,vas pronounced - and thousands 
besides those who perished in the field, fell that 
night by the Prussian lance and sabre. 
\Vhat Napoleon's feelings were when he wit- 
nessed the overthrow of his Guard- the failure 
of his last hope-the death-blo\v to his political 
existence, cannot be described, but may be easily 
iUlagined. "rurning to an aide-de-camp, with a 
face livid \vith rage and despair, he muttered in 
a tremulous voice-" A present e'est jini!-sauvons 
1l0US;" and turning his horse, he rode hastily off 
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to\vards Charleroi, attended by his guide and 
staff: 
*' * * * . 


In 'v hatever point of vie\v "T aterloo is con- 
sidered, ,vhether as a battle, a victory, or an event, 
in all these, every occurrence of the last century 
yields, and more particularly in the magnitude of 
results. No doubt the successes of "T ellington 
in Spain ""ere, in a great degree, primary causes 
of Napoleon's do\vnfaI; but still the victory of 
"T aterloo consumlnated efforts nlade for years be- 
fore in vain to achieye the freedom of the Conti- 
nent-and \vrought the final ruin of him, through 
,v hose unhallo\ved ambition a ,vorld had been so 
long convulsed. 
As a battle, the merits of the field of 'V aterloo 
have been freely examined and very differently 
adjudicated. Those ,vho ""ere best COlllpetent to 
decide, have pronounced this battle as that upon 
,vhich "r ellington might securely rest his fame- 
'v hile others, admitting tbe extent of the victory, 
ascribe the result rather to fortunate accident than 
mi1itary skill. 
Never \vas a falser statenlent hazarded. The 
success attendant on the day of ".,. aterloo, can 
be referred only to the adn1Ïrable system of re- 
sistance in the General, and an enduring valour, 
rarely equalled, and never surpassed, in the sol- 
diers ,vhom he commanded. Chance, at "r ater- 
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100 had 110 effect upon results; - 'Vellington's 
surest game, was to act only on the defensive. 
His arrangenlents with Blucher, for mutual sup- 
port, were thoroughly matured, and before night 
the Prussians must be upon the field. Bad \vea- 
ther and bad roads, with the conflagration of a 
town in the line of march, which, to save the 
Prussian tumbrils from explosion, required a cir- 
cuitous movement - all these, while they pro- 
tracted the struggle for several hours beyond 
what might have been reasonably computed, only 
go to prove, that Wellington, in accepting battle, 
under a well-founded belief that he should be 
supported in four hours-and when single-handed 
he maintained the combat and resolutely held 
his ground during a space of eight, had left no- 
thing dependent upon accident, but, providing for 
the \vorst contingencies, had formed his calcula- 
tions with admirable skilL 
The apologists for Napoleon lay much stress 
on N ey's diJatory march on Quatre Bras, and 
Grouchy's unprofitable movements on the Dyle. 
The failure of Ney upon the 16th will be best 
accounted for, by that l\larshal's simple statement. 
His reserve was \vithdrawn by Napoleon-and 
when the Prince of l\losk\va required, and or- 
dered it forward, to make a grand effort on the 
wearied English, the corps "was idly parading" 
between Quatre Bras and Ligny; and during 
the arduous strnggles at both places, that splendid 
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division had never faced an enemy nor discharged 
a musket. Ney's failure in his attack ,vas there- 
fore attributable to Napoleon altogether-for had 
his reserve been at hand, ,vho can suppose that 
the exhausted battalions of the allies, after a 
march of t,vo-and-twenty miles, and a long and 
bloody combat, must not have yielded to fresh 
troops in overpowering masses, and fallen back 
froin a position no longer tenable? To Grouchy's 
imputed errors, also, the loss of "Taterloo has been 
mainly ascribed both by Napoleon and his ad- 
nlirers. But neither ,vas that :ì\larshaI's conduct 
obnoxious to the censure so unsparingly besto,ved 
upon it-nor, had he disobeyed orders and acced- 
ed to the proposition of his second in command, 
would a movenlent by his left have effected any- 
thing beyond the delay of Napoleon's overthro,v 
for a night. By follo\ving Girard's advice, and 
marcbing direct on "T aterloo, the day ,vonld 
have ended, probably, in a dra,vn battle-or even 
"T ellington might have been obliged to retire 
into the ,vood of Soignies. But in a fe\v hours 
Blucher \vould have been up-in the lllorning 
tbe Anglo-Prussian arnlY ,yould have becolne as- 
sailant-and ,vith nunlbers far superior, ,vho \vill 
pretend to say that Napoleon's defeat upon the 
19th, ,vould not have been as certain and as signal 
as his dérollte at 'Vaterloo, upon the fatal even- 
ing that closed upon a fallen enlpire and a last 
field. 
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The allied loss* was enorlnOllS, but it fell in- 
finitely short of that sustained by Napoleon's 
army. Nothing like an accurate return was ever 
made- but from the Inost correct estimates by 
French and British officers, upwards of five-and- 
t\venty thousand men ,vere rendered hor
; de C011l- 
hat; while multitudes ,vere sabred in their flight, 
or perished on the roads from sheer fatigue, and 
in deserted villages for want of sustenance and 
surgical relief. 
On the 19th the Duke of 'Vellington \vas again 
in motion, and having crossed the frontier, he 


· Return of killed and wounded, with an abstract of the 
disposal of the wounded from the War-office, July 1815. 


Killed on the spot, non-commissioned and privates, 1715 
Died of wounds 856 
Missing, supposed killed 353 


Total 
Wounded . 


2924 
. 6831 


Total killed and wounded 


9755 


Abstract of the disposal of wounded :- ., 
Wounded by amputation 236 
Discharged 506 
Transferred to the veteran battalion 167 
Rejoined their regiments 5068 
In hospitals, under cure, 10th April 1816 . 854 
Total wounded 6831 
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nlarched upon -the French capital by Binch, l\Ial- 
plaquet, and Cateau Cambresis. Colville's divi- 
sion, composed of part of the sixth British and 
sixth Hanoverians, took the advance of the arnlY, 
and carried Canlbray by assault on the evening 
of the 24th. Peronne la Pucelle was on the fol- 
lo\ving day storlned by the Guards-and on the 
30th, the Duke of "T ellington's light cavalry 
,vere close to the walls of Paris. 
Grouchy's corps d'arlJzée, alllounting to forty 
thousand men, ,vhen detached on the 17th by 
Napoleon to prevent a junction of the Prussians 
\vith the British, reached Genlbloux iln111ediateJy 
after Blucher's rear-guard had quitted that place 
on its route to "T avre. At Baraque, early next 
morning, the French cavalry overtool
 the Prus- 
sians, and attacked and drove theln back. At one 
o'clock a heavy cannonade ,vas distinctly heard- 
and Gerard urged Grouchy to leave a corps of ob- 
servation in front of the Prussians, and march di- 
rect on ,,-r aterloo, \vhile \T andamme pressed the 
l\Iarshal to move at once on Brussels. Grouchy, 
ho\vever, ,vas deterlnined to obey the strict Jetter 
of his instructions, and made every effort to bring 
the Prussians to action. At six in the evening, 
one of many officers, despatched by Napoleon 
to order Grouchy to 111arch to his assistance, suc- 
ceeded in finding the l\Iarshal and delivered the 
order of the Err1peror. It \vas 110\\' six o'clock. 
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'fhe l\Iarshal crossed the Dyle and moved rapidly 
to\vards 'Vaterloo-but all there was lost; and 
at daybreak, on learning the fatal ne\vs, Grouchy 
abandoned his line of marcb, repassed the Dyle 
in four divisions, and joined the cavalry of Excel- 
l11ans at Namur on the following morning. 'l
he 
l\Iarshal, for a time, held that to\vn; while his 
J
ear-guard, comlnanded by \r al1dal11nle, checked 
the l'}russians-and then retiring by Dinant, he 
brought his corps safely to Paris after a march 
of eight days, and by a retreat that his enemies 
admitted to be conducted \vith admirable skill. 
l\lean\vhile, Blucher, having 11lasl{ed the for- 
tresses of l\fau burge, I..Jandrecy, and Phillipville, 
took possession of St. Quentin, and Zeitben ad- 
vanced to Guise. On the 29th he halted in front 
of the French position between St. Denis and 
'Tincennes-having succeeded in gaining a day's 
march on his indefatigable ally the Duke of 'Vel- 
lin gton. 
On that evening Napoleon quitted the capital 
never to enter it again. Hostilities ceased Î111- 
nlediatel y - the Bourbons \vere again recalled, 
and placed upon the throne-and Europe, after 
years of anarchy and bloodshed, at last obtain- 
ed repose-while he, '
alike its wonder and its 
scourge," \vas removed to a scene far distant 
from that which had \vitnessed his trilHllphs 
and his reverses - and ,vithin the narro,v lirnits 
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of a paltry island, that haughty spirit, for ,vhom 
half Europe ,vas too sOlaU, dragged out a glOOITIY 
existence, until death loosened the chain, and 
the grave closed upon the Captive of Saint 
HeJena. 
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DEFEAT OF COLO
EL BAILEY, pag'e 13. 


O
 the 24th July 1780, the cavalry of Hyder 
Aly, being ,vithin nine nliles of l\Iadras, a des- 
patch was sent off to Colonel Bailey, 'v ho ,vas 
in the Northern Circar, ,vith a force of about 
three or four thousand men, to join Sir Hector 
1\1 unro's army at the 1\Iount at 1\Iadras. ,1\lost 
unfortunately, ho\vever, this order ,vas su bse- 
quently changed, and Colonel Bailey \vas direct- 
ed to proceed direct to Conjeverone. On his 
,yay to join Sir Hector l\lunro, he fell in \vith 
a detachnlent of Hyder's arnlY, under the com- 
nland of 11Ïs son Tippoo, consisting of thirty 
thousand cavalry, eight thousand foot, and t\\relve 
pieces of cannon. N ot\vithstanding the vast 
numerical superiority of this force over that of 
Colonel Bailey, considerably \veakened by a 
mutiny in the first reginlent of cavalry, \yhich 
it had been found necessary to nlarch prisoners 
to l\Iadras, they \vere most decisively repuls- 
ed. This victory, splendid as ,vas the achie\
e- 
Ulent, ,vas dearly bought; since, by again dinli- 
nishing the effective strength of this little army, 



200 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 


he considerably added to the dangers and diffi- 
culties of his situation. At this juncture Colonel 
Bailey sent off a messenger to Sir Hector l\Il1nro, 
informing him of the precarious state in ,vhich 
he found himself. In consequence, a detach- 
Inent was sent to Bailey's assistance, under the 
comn1and of Colonel Fletcher, consisting of the 
flank companies of the 73rd, two of European 
grenadiers, and eleven of Sepoys, making alto- 
gether about a thousand men. 
Dreading an attack, Colonel Fletcher avoided 
it by altering his line of Inarch, and making 
a ,vide detour, which, although it added to their 
fatigue, ensured their safety, and enabled them 
to join Colonel Bailey on the morning of the 9th, 
having, nevertheless, fallen in with Hyder's pickets 
close to his position at Peralnbaukum.. 'fhe 
troops of this detachlnent, ,vearied as they were, 
were permitted to halt only till the evening, when 
the 'whole force marched under the command of 
ColonellJailey to join Sir Hector 1\lunro. Hyder 
had again obtained the most correct intelligence 
of their movements, and taking advantage of 
the necessary delay in the return of this gal1ant 
body of troops, enfiladed every part of the road 
by which they were to march with artillery, and 
placed his best infantry in ambuscade at every 
available point. The English troops had not pro- 
ceeded lTIOre than four Iniles, when an alarm ,vas 
given that the enelny was on their flank. 'rhey 
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inl111ediately formed, but finding the attack ,vas 
not serious, continued their march.. The road 
lay through an avenue of banyan trees, ,vith a 
jungle on either side, and upon their entrance 
into this road they ,vere ngain attacked on their 
flanks by the enenlY's opening t\VO or three guns, 
and cOlnmencing a fire of some Inusketry from 
the thick part of the jungle. They instantly halted, 
and ilnn1ediately after\yards endeavoured to take 
the guns, but the darkness frustrated their efforts.. 
And then it ,yas that Colonel Bailey deternlined 
to halt till day light; a determination at first 
sight incompatible ,vith the admitted necessity 
of making the march by night, and ,vhich, ,vhile 
it not only afforded an opportunity to the enemy 
to dra\v off his cannon to another and stronger 
point, ,vhich the English had inevitably to pass 
in the morning, practically announced to Tippoo 
the exact position in 'v hich he had checked them, 
and, 1110reo\"er, suggested to Hyder the import- 
ance of advancing, in order to take adyantage 
of their unexpected halt.. Colonel Bailey's ,vords, 
explanatory of his decision, \vhich he addressed 
to Captain Baird, ,vere; "I am deternlined to 
])alt till daylight, that I nlay have an oppor- 
tunity of seeing about me." At daylight they 
accordingly recoll1menced their march, and as the 
column moved out of the avenue into the plain, 
a battery of eight guns opened upon it, sup- 
110rted by a strong body of cavalry and infantry.. 
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Bailey inllllediately ordered Captains Kenned) 
and Gowdie, ,vith the native grenadiers, to attack 
thenl; they did so, and succeeded in taking Inost 
of the guns, and in driving back the troops who 
supported them. But at this monlent the heads 
of the different columns of Hyder's army ap- 
peared-Hyder having passed Sir Hector 1\lunro 
in the night-moving down upon the line, which 
induced Kennedy and Go\vdie Ï1nmediately to call 
off their detachment froul the captured guns to 
join the main body. At this juncture Bailey 
formed his force, consisting of little more than 
three thousand rnen, in line upon the bank of an 
old nullah, or water-course, and opened his guns 
upon the enemy; but Hyder, too po,.verful an 
antagonist for a rnere handful of 111en, so dis- 
posed his Ílnnlense arlny as completely to sur- 
round him, and commenced a destructive fire 
upon him from his artillery in every direc- 
tion. 'l'he various descriptions of this mell10rable 
and 1110st unequal contest all agree in confirll1- 
ing the belief, that vast as was the disparity 
between the contending armies, and although 
Hyder had up\vards of seventy pieces of cannon 
in the field, the day ,vonId have been ,von by 
the English if the fortune of ,var had not been 
so decidedly against them. The enelny ,vere re- 
peatedly and continually repulsed, their infan- 
try gave ,vay, ,vhile their cavalry \vere falling 
in all directions, aud it is said, Hyder ,vas only 
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prevented from retreating by the persuasions 
of Colonel Lally, ,vho represented to hinl that 
retiring would bring him in contact with Sir 
Hector l\Iunro, who ,"vas in his rear; and at 
this moment, and ,,,,hile the English ,vere actu- 
ally sustaining the cOlnbined attack of Hyder 
and his son Tippoo, two of their tumbrils ex- 
ploded, and in an instant the brave men, ,vho 
were on the eve of gaining one of the most splen- 
did victories ever achieved, ,vere deprived of their 
ammuniton and the services of all their artillery. 
In this helpless and dreadful state, under a heavy 
and tremendous fire of cannon and rockets, these 
gallant, but unfortunate soldiers, remained froln 
half-past seven until nine o'clock. 'fhe slaughter 
of the British began to be tremendous, as the ene- 
11lY closed in upon thenl on every side. Colonel 
Fletcher had carried off the grenadier company 
of the 73rd, to support the rear-guard, and ,vas 
never heard of more. Hyder Aly came ,vith his 
whole army on their right flank, charging thenl 
,vith colulnns of horse, ,vhile the infantry kept 
up a heavy fire of IDusketry. 'fhese ,vere fol- 
lo\ved by the elephants and l\Iysore cavalry, 
'v hich completed the overthro\", of the gal1ant 
band of heroes. In the lllidst of this, Colonel 
Bailey, ,vounded as he ,vas, forilled his nlel1 into 
a square, and \vithout anl1llunition, received and 
repulsed thirteen different attacks of the enenlY's 
squadrons. At length the case becan1e evidently 
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hopeless, and the Sepoys, under Captain Lucas, 
having been broken and dispersed, Colonel Bailey, 
seeing that further resistance was vain, tied his 
handkerchief on his sword as a flag-of-truce, and 
ordered Captain Baird, who was now second in 
command, to cease firing. Hyder's officers re- 
fused to attend to Colonel Bailey's signal, point- 
ing to the Sepoys, who in their confusion were 
still continuing to fire; this, however, being ex- 
plained, they agreed to give quarter, and Colone] 
Bailey directed Captain Baird to order his men 
to ground their arms. The order was of course 
obeyed, and the instant it was so, the enemy's 
cavalry, commanded by Tippoo Saib in person, 
rushed upon tIle unarmed troops before they 
could recover .themselves, chopping down every 
man within their reach.* 


EFFECTIVE STRENGTH OF THÐ- EGYPTIAN ARMY, 
page 47. 
Guards, l\Iajor-General Ludlo'\v. 
1st, or ROyalS, } 
2nd battalions l\lajor-General Coote. 
54th, 92nd, 
8th, } 
13th, Major-General Craddock. 
90th, 


* Abridged fronl IIook's " Life of Baird." 
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2d,or Queen's } 
50th, l\lajor-General Lord Cavan. 
79th, 
18th, 
80th, 
44th, 
89th, 
l\iinorca, } 
De Rolde"s, l\Iajor-General Stuart. 
Dil1on's, 


Brigadier-General Doyle. 


RESER V E. 


40th, Flank Compo 
23rd, 
28th, . 
58th, 
Corsican Rangers, 
Detach.II th Drag. } 
12th Dr
goons, Brigadier-General Finch. 
26th Dragoons, 
Artil. and Prince's, Brigadier-General La\vson. 


EXPLOIT OF A FRENCH FRIGATE, page 47. 


On the morning of the 2nd of l\Iarch, a frigate 
,vas seen standing into Alexandria. Pursuit ,vas 
unavailing; she reached the harbour, and hoist- 
ing French colours, proved unequivocally her na- 



206 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
tion. It will scarcely be credited that a French 
frigate, finding herse]f unexpectedly in the midst 
of an English fleet, should have been so capable 
directly to disguise herself, as to continue unsus- 
pected on her course with it, which she did the 
whole day before, answering the various signals 
nlade, and yet never attracted the smallest sus- 
picion; nevertheless it is a fact, and must remain 
on record as an honourable anecdote to the credit 
of the French captain of the Itegenerée. During 
the night a brig, the I..Aodi, also entered, but 
which ,vas not then known.* 


STRICTURES ON THE ADVANCE BY THE BRITISH, 
page 55. 


"Happy would it have been, however, if the 
arlny had never advanced beyond the first cap- 
tured position -as far as that it had gloriously 
triumphed. 'fhe loss \vhich it had sustained 
\vas inconsiderable; but it ,vas a fatal movelnent 
\vhich brought it so entirely within cannon-shot 
of the second position, aud where it was halted 
so long. If, instead of finally abandoning so im- 
!>ortant an object, part of the arnlY had been 
lliarehed to the left, obliq nel y over the ground 
which lay bet\veen Lake l\Iaadie and Lake 1\la- 
riotes, subsequently inundated, and then formed 


;\, \Vilson. 
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to the right, 'v ben the left reached the turn of 
POlnpey's Pillar, tben attacking the south front 
of the position, ,vhilst the right of the eastern 
front \vas attacked at the same time, no doubt can 
no\v exist of its having been easily carried, and 
most:.probably the to\\Tn of Alexandria. Old and 
Ne\v Forts Cretin and Caffarelli could have op
 
posed but little resistance; and if they had held 
out, lTIUst have surrendered long before the ar- 
rival of Generall\Ienou."1- 


DIFFICULTIES OF BAIRD'S MAIlCH AGAINST 
JANSSENS, pag'e 75. 


" It is utterly impossible to convey to your 
lordship an adequate idea of the obstacles \vhich 
opposed the advance and retarded the success 
of our army. * * * '* 
A deep, heavy, and dry sand, covered \vith shrubs, 
scarcely pervious by light bodies of infantry; and 
above all, the total privation of ,yater, under the 
effect of a burning sun, had nearly exhausted 
our gallant fel1o\vs in the nl01nent of victory; 
and ,vith the greatest difficulty \vere \ve able to 
reach Reit 'Talley, ,vhere ,ve took up our posi- 
tion for the night." t 


t 'VitSOll. 


t Baird's Despatches. 
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ANECDOTES OF THE CALABRESE INSURGENTS, pag'e 90. 


l\lanhes, steadfast in his purpose, and closing 
his ears to pity, became, by the severity of his 
lneasures and the novelty of his punislllnents, the 
terror of the Calabrese. He was never kno\vn to 
relax from love of gain; and it is but just to- 
,vards his character to state, that individual inte- 
rests were never considered in his proscriptions. 
Faithful to the vie\vs of l\Iurat, he accomplished 
by persevering activity in less than six lTIonths 
\vhat others had only begun in six years. 
l\Ianhes, after having ascertained, COlllnlune by 
COllllllune, the number of \vandering brigands, sus- 
pended all labour throughout the country. The 
\vorkmen and their cattle \vere collected in the 
villages under protection of the regular troops, 
and the punishment of death was decreed against 
any individual found in the country with provi- 
sions, unless belonging to the armed collunns. 
The principal possessors of property received 
orders to arm and march against the brigands, and 
were made ans\verable, number for nUlnber, and 
head for head, not to return to their homes \vith- 
out bringing \vith theIll, dead or alive, the bri- 
gands of their respective COlnm unes. 
Pursued by famine and the bayonets of their 
enemies, the greater number of the fugitives sold 
their lives dearly. '-rhe remainder of these un. 
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fortunate creatures, reduced to the last extrelnity, 
preferred a certain but immediate death, to the 
sharp and protracted sufferings of fear and fa- 
mine. A prodigious number of them \vere shot. 
The heads and limbs of the condemned \vere, after 
their execution, fixed on pikes, and the road from 
Reggio to Naples ,vas garnished \vith these dis- 
gusting trophies. 
The river Crati, upon the banks of \vhich a 
cro\vd of these victims \vas executed, and \vhich is 
very shallo\y at Cozenza, presented for a long tiule 
the disgusting spectacle of their mutilated bodies. 
The follo\ving anecdotes sho\v the deternlined 
spirit that aninlated the leaders of the band. 
H Parafanti could not be secured till dead \vith 
a hundred \\Tounds. Perched on the ledge of a 
rock, ,vhich afforded him a certain degree of pro- 
tection, his thighs fractured but his arlns free, 
he sacrificed Hlany to his vengeance. Not one 
of his discharaes failed of effect. His head \vas 
o 
exposed at Rogliano, his birth-place. 
" Another, \vho had taken refuge in a mill, set 
it on fire himself, \vith his last cartridge, to pre- 
vent his being taken alive. 
"Nierello \vas assassinated on the road of Ni- 
castro by one of the civic guard, \\' ho pretended 
to surrender himself to hinl. 
"Paonese, the terror of the environs of Gaspa- 
rena and of l\Iontanio, fell a sacrifice to the co- 
lumns of l\lanhes-and l\lasotta, l\lescio, Giacinto, 
"OJ
. II. P 
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and Antonio, with Inany others, shared the same 
fate. 
" 1\1 urat \vas not, like his predecessor, lavish of 
alnnesties, nevertheless, he authorized SOUle; and 
it was observed, that the brigand chiefs who took 
advantage of thenl, became the most formidable 
and bitter persecutors of those in whose dangers 
and whose crimes they had participated. 
u Benincasa, chief of the band of St. Braggio, 
fleeing \vith four conlpanions from a French de- 
tachment, was stopped by the swelling of the 
river Angitola; they tried to effect their passage 
on a bullock-car, ,vhich, however, was stopped 
in the middle of the current. 1"0 a summons to 
surrender, they only returned discharges of their 
muskets. At last, after a long and desperate re- 
sistance, being all \vounded, and having expend- 
ed their arnmunition, they lllutually assisted each 
other in falling into the river, where their nlangled 
bodies \vere afterwards found. 
"A brigand chief, of the band of Foggia, ,vas 
condemned to have his \vrist se\Tered. 'fhe ex- 
ecutioner having failed in the first blow, the 
sufferer begged to be permitted to do it himself. 
He coolly cut off his hand at one blow, and, turn- 
ing to the executioner, said, 'Endeavour to learn 
your trade better.' ,,* 


;If Memoir of Stuart's Campaign in CaIabria
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ORIGIN OF THE GUERILLAS, J)ag;e 97. 


" At this tillie, also, that system of \varfare be- 
gan, ,vhich soon extended through Spain, and 
occasioned greater losses to the F"I'ench than 
they suffered in all their pitched battles. The 
first adventurers attracted notice, by collecting 
stragglers from their o\vn dispersed armies, de- 
serters from the enemy, and Inen ,vho, made de- 
sperate by the ruin of their private affairs in the 
general ,vreck, ,vere ready for any service in 
,vhich they cou]d at the same tinlC gratify their 
just vengeance and find subsistence.". 


CASUAL TIES AT ROLICA, page 105. 
I(illed 70 
'V ouuded 335 
l\Iissing 74 
Total 479t 


CASUALTIES AT YI
IEIRO, pag;e 115. 


li:illed . 
"í ounded . 
l\Iissing 


Total. 


135 
534 
51 
7 2Õ t 


'* Southey. 


t 'Yellington's Despatches, ::: Ibid. 
pQ 
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SUFFERINGS ON THE RETREAT, ]Jage 135. 


" A few were got a\vay, but many were so 
tired and lame from sore feet, that they did not 
care if the French sabres and bayonets were at 
their breast, so completely did most of them give 
theIllselves up to despair. The rear-guard was 
at 1ength forced to retire and leave these unfor- 
tunate people to their fate. Some of these poor 
fellows who had thought better of it, and were 
endeavouring to Qvertake their countrymen, were 
unmercifully sabred by the French cavalry, many 
of them in a defenceless state. 
" One of the handsonlest IDen in the grenadier 
company, of the nan1e of l\I'Gee, \vas corning 
along the road lame from an accident, his firelock 
and pack having been taken by his messmates to 
.enable him to keep up; he was, ho,vever, over- 
taken by two French dragoons, and, although un- 
arnled and helpless, \vas inhu111anly cut to pieces 
alnlost \vithin sight."* 


DESTRUCTION OF TREASURE, pag'e 135. 


h Under these circul11stances Sir John l\loore de- 
cided that the \v hole should be thro\vn do\vn the 
lllountain; most judiciously considering, that if 
the casks were broken the Jllen 
vould Inake a 


"* Cadell. 
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rush for the Inoney, \vhich \vonId have caused 
great confusion, and might have cost the lives of 
many. 1"he rear-guard, therefore, \vas halted; 
Lieutenant Bennet, of the light company 28th 
regilnent, \vas placed over the money, \vith strict 
orders from Sir John l\loore to shoot the first 
person \vho atten1pted to touch it. It \vas then 
rolled over the precipice, the casks "
ere soon 
broken by the rugged rocks, and the dollars fall- 
ing out, rolled over the height a sparkling cascade 
of silver. The Frencl1 advanced guard cOIlling 
up shortly after to the spot, \vere detained for a 
time picking up a fe\v dollars that had been scat- 
tered on the road.". 


BIVOUAC AT BETANZOS, page 140. 


" "T e bivouacked on the heights above He- 
tanzos. Here \ve met \vith a God-send for the 
night. Just as \ve had taken up our ground, \ve 
found a nUlnber of \vaggons laden \vith dry bul- 
locks' -skins, on their \vay to Corunna; \ve made 
beds of some and covering of others, \vhich gave 
us for once a dry sleep." t 


* Cadell. 


t Ibid. 
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EXPLOSION OF A MAGAZINE, page 142. 


" '.rhe French were in as great a panic as we 
'\vere, their army was under arms, and aides-de- 
camp flying in all directions. In a short time 
everything '\vas quiet, but a shower of white 
ashes began to fall, and continued for some time 
after"vards. ,,* 


:MEMORIALS OF SIR JOHN MOORE, page 147. 


'fhe following simple inscriptions are the only 
melTIorials which as yet have marked the field 
of Corunna, or the grave of the departed Gene- 
ral:- 


A la Gloria 
del 
Ex mo Sr D. Juan IVloore, Gen l del EXb Ingleso, 
Y a la de sus valientes compatriotas, 
la 
España agradecida. 


On the other side, 


Batalla de Coruña a 18 de Enero, 
Año 1809. 


l\Iarshal Sault also ordered the following in- 
scription to be engraved upon a rock, near the 
spot \vhere Sir John l\Ioore fell:- 


:Jf< CaddJ. 
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HÌc cecidit Johannes IVloore, Dux Exercitus) 
In pugnâ Januarii xvi. 1809, 
Contra Gallos, à Duce Dalmatiæ ductos. 


SUPPOSED CAUSE OF SIR JOHN :MOORE'S 
FAILURE, page 149. 


" A striking instance may be selected in the 
various accounts of the train of disasters \vhich 
preceded the fall of a Inuch-esteemed officer at 
the commencement of the ,var. Every sufferer 
on that occasion taxed the natives \vith having 
been in some mode or other the authors of his 
111isfortunes; and the numerous military friends 
of that respected chief, influenced by his des- 
ponding feelings, and desirous to exonerate his 
conduct and sustain his reputation, even ,vent 
farther, representing the Spaniards not only as 
apathetic and cowardly, but as totally devoid of 
good will.". 


EXAGGERATED ACCOUNTS OF THE FRENCH, 
page 150. 
Disastrous as Sir John l\Ioore's call1paign 
proved, the French accounts circulated over the 
Continent grossly exaggerated the real loss of our 
army, and heavy indeed it was. "Three British 


". Jones's Account of the War. 
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regiments," they said, "the 42nd, 50t11, and 52nd, 
had been entirely destroyed in the. action-and Sir 
John l\loore killed in atternpting to charge at 
their head with the vain hope of restoring the 
fortune of the day. 'I'he English had lost every- 
thing which constitutes an army, artillery, horses, 
baggage, alDlTIUnition, magazines, and mnitary 
chests. Of eighty pieces of cannon they had landed, 
they had re-embarked no more than 12,-200,000, 
,veight of powder, 16,000 Inuskets, and 2,000,000 
of treasure, (about 83,000l.) had fallen into the 
hands of the pursuers, and treasure yet Inore con- 
siderable had been thrO'Yll do\vn the precipices 
along the road between Astorga and Corunna, 
where the peasantry and the soldiers were now 
collecting it. Five thousand horses had been 
counted which they had slaughtered upon tbe 
way-five hundred were taken at Cornnna, and 
the carcases of t\velve hundred \vere infecting the 
streets \vhen the conquerors entered that town. 
"fhe English \vould have occupied Ferrol and 
seized the squadron there, had it not been for the 
precipitance of their retreat, and the result of the 
battle to \vhich they had been brought at last. 
Thus, then, had terminated their expedition into 
Spain! Thus, after having fomented the war in 
that unhappy country, had they 
abandoned it to 
its fate! In another season of the year not a l11an 
of thelll would have escaped ; now, the facility of 
breaking up the bridges, the rapidity of the winter 
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torrents, shortness of days, and length of nights, 
had favoured their retreat." 


l\IEJ\IOIR OF THE GUERILLAS, page 151. 


'fhe Spanish arnlies in the course of the Pe- 
uinsular carnpaign had 111et so many and discou- 
raging defeats, that their ll1ilitary reputation sunk. 
belo\v the standard of nlediocrity. They ,vere 
despised by their enemies, and distrusted by their 
allies; and ,vhether from the imbecility of the 
governrnent, the ignorance of their leaders, or 
some national peculiarity, their inefficiency be- 
came so notorious, that no inlportant operation 
could be intrusted to theln '\vith any certainty 
of its being successful. As an organized force, 
the Spanish arnlY ,vas contemptible; '\vhile, in de- 
sultory \varfare, the peasantry '\vere invaluable. 
"lith fe,v exceptions, the history of Spanish ser- 
vice ,vould be a rnere detail of presu111ption and 
llefeat; ,yhile their neigh bOll rs, the Portuguese, 
111erited the perfect approbation of their officers, 
and proyed ,vorthy of standing in the battle-field 
by the side of British soldiers. 
The irregular bands, terrned Partidas and 
Quadril1as, partly fornled from peasant volun- 
teers and sm ugglers, and enlisted and paid by 
governlnent, \vere elnbodied originaHy by orùer 
of the Central Junta. At first their IHllnbers 
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were fe\v, and their efficiency as military par- 
tisans not very relnarkable-but as the Spanish 
armies declined in strength and reputation, the 
guerillas proportionately increased. The lTIOst 
determined spirits would naturally select a life 
of wild and desperate adventure* - and a love 
of country and religion, an unextinguishable 
hatred of oppression, inflan1ed the passions of a 
people, proverbial for the intensity of feeling 
\vith which they regarded even an imaginary in- 
sult. They had no\v deep and heart-burning in- 
juries to stimulate them to hatred and revenge,- 
and the ferocity with which they retaliated for 
past and present wrong, gained for these formi- 
dable partisans a name that made the boldest of 
their oppressors treln ble. 
A brief sketch of this wild and devoted con- 
federacy, so connected with the Peninsular ope- 
rations during that arduous struggle, will not be 
irrelevant. 
"There ,vas in the whole system of guerilla 
\varfare a wild and ron1antic character ,vhich, 
could its cruelty have been overlooked, ,vould 
have rendered it both chivalrous and exciting- 
and men, totally unfitted by previous habits and 



 "Successes of this kind made l\1ina dangerous in n10re 
ways than one to the invaders. Germans, Italians, and even 
Frenell, deserted to him. In the course of five days, fifteen 
hussars came over with their arms and horses, and fourteen 
foot soldiers:' - Life of J.JIina. 
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education, suddenly appeared upon the stage, and 
developed talent and deterlnination, that Inade 
tbem the scourge and terror of the invaders. 
"But theirs ,vas a combat of extermination,- 
none of those courtesies, ,vhich render nlodern 
,varfare endurable, were granted to their oppo- 
nents, - the deadliest hostility ,vas unlTIitigated 
by success,-and, when vanquished, expecting no 
quarter from the French, they never thought 
of extending it to those \vho unfortunately be- 
came their prisoners. A sanguinary struggle \vas 
\vaging, and væ victis seemed, with ',val' to the 
knife,' to be the only Inottos of the Guerilla. 
" The strange exploits of many of these daring 
partisans,. though true to the ietter, are perfectly 
rOlTIantic; and their patient endurance, and the 
deep artifice \vith \vhich their objects ,vere affected, 
appear to be almost incredible. Persons, \vhose 
ages and professions \vere best calculated to evade 
suspicion, \vere invariably their cþosen agents. 
The vilJage priest \vas commonly a confederate of 
the neighbouring guerilla,-the postmaster betray- 
ed the in telligence that reached him in his office,- 
the fairest peasant of Estrenladura ,vould tempt 
the thoughtless soldier ,vith her beauty, and 
decoy hin1 within range of the bullet, even child- 
hood ,vas frequently and successfully elTIpJoyed 
in leading the unsuspecting victim into son1e 


:1Jf "The Bivouac." 
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pass or ambuscade, where the knife or 111usket 
closed his earthly career.". 
In every community, however fierce and law- 
less, different gradations of good and evil ,vill be 
discovered, and nothing could be lTIOre opposite 
than the feelings and actions of SOine of the gue- 
rillas and their leaders. 
l\lany of these desperate bands were actuated 
in every enterprise by a love of bloodshed and 
spoliation, and their own countrymen suffered as 
heavily from their rapacity, as their enelnies from 
their swords. Others took the field fron1 nobler 
motives; an enthusiastic attachment to their coun- 
try' and religion roused them to vengeance against 
a tyranny which had no\v become insufferable, 
-every feeling but ardent patriotism was forgot- 
ten,-private and dearer ties were snapped asun- 
der,- homes, and ,vives, and children, \vere aban- 
doned,- privations, that appear almost incredible, 
,vere patiently endured, 'until treachery delivered 
then1 to the executioner, or in some \vild attempt 
they were overpo,vered by nurnbers and died re- 
sisting to the last. 
Dreadful as the retaliation was which French 
cruelty and oppression had provoked, the gnerilla 


=It "l\Iany of the Guerilla leaders were accompanied in the 
field by females, who, as is not unfrequent in camps, wore male 
attire. These, after a time, habituated to danger, became 
very daring, fi'cqucntly fighting an10ngst the foremost, on 
which circumstance lTIOst of the tales of the bands being con1- 
n1anded by Anlazon::, had their origin."-Joncs. 
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vengeance against dOlnestic treachery ,vas neither 
less certain nor less severe.. To collect money 
or supplies for the invaders, convey any infornla- 
tion, conceal their motions, and not betray them 
,v hen opportunity occurred, ,vas certain death to 
the offender. Sonletimes the delinquent was 
brought, with considerable difficulty and risk, 
before a neighbouring tribunal, and executed 
with all the forlTIalities of justice; but, generally, 
a more summary vengeance \vas exacted, and 
the traitor executed upon the spot. In these 
cases, neither calling nor age ,vere respected- 
and, if found false to his country, the sanctity 
of his order ,vas no protection to the priest. 
'fhe daughter of the Collector of Ahnagro, for 
professing attachnlent to the usurper, ,vas stabbed 
by Urena to the heart, - and a secret correspond- 
ence bet,veen the ,vife of the Alcalde of Birhue- 


:I\!; "In this pursuit the Corredigor of Cervera was taken at- 
tempting to escape with the enemy; a man who had joined 
the French, and, with the 111alevolence of a traitor, persecuted 
his own countrymen. He had invented a cage in which to 
impri-son those 'who did not pay their contributions, or were 
in any way obnoxious to hinl: it was so constructed as to 
confine the whole body, leaving the head exposed to be buf- 
feted and spit upon; and sOlnetimes this devilish villain 
anointed the face of his victim with honey to attract the flies 
and wasps. 'To-morrow,' said Eroles in his despatches, , the 
Señor Corregidor win go out to parade the streets in this same 
cage, where the persons who have suffered this grievous tor- 
ment may behold him: Discite justicirtlll mOllili, et 1/011 tem- 
nere nù.os! J The capture of this man \-vas worth as 111uch, 
in the feelings of the people, as all the preceding success." 
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da and the F"rench General in the next c0111mand, 
having been detected by an intercepted despatch, 
the ,vretched WOlnan, by order of Juan l\Iartin 
Diez, " the Empecinado,"* ,vas dragged by a gue- 
riJIa party from her house, her hair shaven, her 
denuded person tarred and feathered, and dis... 
gracefully exhibited in the public Illarket-place,- 
and she was then put to death alllid the exccre- 
ations of her tormentors. Nor ,"vas there any se- 
curity for a traitor, even were his residence in 
the capital, or alnlost '\rvithin the camp of the 
enemy. One of the favourites of Joseph Buona- 
parte, Don Jose Riego, was torn froln his home 
in the suburbs of 
Iadrid, ,vhile celebrating his 
wedding, by the Empecinado, and hanged in 
the square of Cadiz. The usurper himself, on 
t\VO occasions, narro,vly escaped fronl this des- 
perate partisan. Dining at Ahl1eida, SOl1le two 
leagues' distance from the capital, ,vith one of the 
generals of division, their hilarity ,vas suddenly 
interrupted by the un\VelC0111e inteUigence that 


.w. "Various explanations have been offered of this name. 
One account says, that upon finding his fmnily murdered by the 
French, he smeared his face with pitch, and made a vow ofven- 
geance. Another, that he was so called because of his swarthy 
complexion. But in the account of his life, it is said that aU 
the inhabitants of Cashillo de Duero, where he was born, have 
this nickname indiscriminate1y given them by their neighbours, 
in consequence of a black IIlUÙ, called pecina, deposited by a 
]itt1e stremn which runs through the p1ace; and the appeUa- 
tion became peculiar to hinl from his celebrity."-Southey. 
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the Elnpecinado \\"as at hand, and nothing but 
a hasty retreat preserved the pseudo-I(ing from 
capture. On another occasion, he ,vas surprised 
upon the Guadalaxara road, and so rapid ,vas the 
guerilla movement, so determined the pursuit, 
that before the French could be succoured by 
the garrison of l\Iadrld, forty of the royal escort 
,vere sabred bet,veen Torrejon and El 
Iolar. 
A ,val' of externlination raged, and on both 
sides blood flo\ved in torrents. One act of cruel- 
ty ,vas as pronlptly ans,vered by another; and 
a French decree, ordering that every Spaniard 
taken in arlns should be executed, appeared to 
be a signal to the guerillas to exclude fronl 
mercy every enemy ,vho fell into their hands. 
l.'he French had sho\vn the exanlple; the Junta 
\vere denounced, their houses burned, and their 
,vives and children driven to the ,,'"oods. If pri- 
soners received quarter in the field,-if they feU 
lanle upon the lnarch, or the renlotest chance of a 
rescue appeared, they ,vere shot like dogs. Others 
,,,,ere butchered in the to,yns, their bodies left 
rotting on the high,vays, and their heads exhibit- 
ed on poles. That respect, \v hich even the Dlost 
depraved of Inen usually pay to female honour" 
,vas shanlefully disregarded,-and Blare than one 
Spaniard, like the postlnaster of l\Iedina, ,vas 
driven to the most desperate courses, by the vio- 
lation of a \vife and the murder of a child." * 


:1Æ Southey. 
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It \vould be sickening to describe the horrid 
scenes which mutual retaliation produced. Seve- 
}"al of the Rmpecinado's followers, \v ho \vere su f- 
11rised in the mountains of Guadarama, were 
nailed to the trees, and left there to expire slowly 
by hunger and thirst. To the same trees, before 
a week elapsed, a sinlilar nunlber of French sol- 
diers \vere affixed by the guerillas. T\vo of the 
inhabitants of l\iadrid, who were suspected of 
C0111nlUnicating with the brigands, as the French 
terlned the armed Spanialods, ,,,,ere tried by court- 
martial, and executed at their o,vn door. rrhe 
next morning, six of the garrison were seen 
hanging from walls beside the high road. S0111e 
felTIales related to Palarea, surnamed the l\Iedico, 
had been abused most scandalously by the escort 
of a convoy, who had seized them in a wood; 
and in return the guerilla general drove into an 
Ermida eighty }"renchmen and their officers, set 
fire to the thatch, and burned theln to death, or 
shot them in their endeavours to leave the b]azing 
chapel. Such were the dreadful enormities a 
system of retaliation caused. 
rrhese desperate adventurers were cornlnanded 
by men of the most dissitnilar professions. ,A.II 
were distinguished by sonle sobriquet, and these 
were of the nlost opposite descriptions. AlTIOng 
the leaders were friars and physicians, cooks and 
artisans; while some were characterized by a de- 
formity, and others narned after the fornl of their 
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,vaistcoat or hat. "r orse epithets described many 
of the minor chiefs,- truculence and spoliation 
obtained them titles; and, strange as it may ap- 
pear, the n10st ferocious band that infested Bis- 
cay \vas commanded by a WOlnan named 1\Iar- 
tina. So indiscriminating and unrelenting \vas 
this fenlale monster in her 11lurder of friends and 
foes, that l\lina ,vas obliged to direct his force 
against her. She ,vas surprised, ,vith the greater 
part of her banditti, and the ,vhole ,vere shot 
upon the spot. 
Of all the guerilla leaders the t\VO l\Iinas \",ere 
the most rernarkable for their daring, their ta- 
lents, and their successes. The younger, Xavier, 
had a short career-but nothing could be lTIOre 
chivalrous and romantic than many of the inci- 
dents that marked it. His band alTIounted to a 
thousand-and ,vith this force he kept Navarre, 
Biscay, and Aragon in confusion; intercepted 
convoys, levied contributions, plundered the CllS- 
torn-houses, and harassed the enemy incessantly. 
The villages \\pere obliged to furnish rations for 
his troops, and the French convoys supplied hiln 
\\7ith 11loney and alllnlunition. His escapes "
ere 
often nlarvellous. * He S\Vanl flooded rivers deeln- 


. "He hin1self was in the most inullinent peril, a party of 
hussars having surrounded him: and one of them aimed a blow 
which he had 110 other means of avoiding but by stretching 
hinlself out upon his horse. The horse at the same moment 
sprang forward and threw hinl; he recovered his feet and ran; 
VOL. II. Q 
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ed impassable, and climbed precipices hitherto un- 
traversed by a human foot. Near Estella he was 
forced by numbers to take refuge on a lofty 
rock; the only accessible side he defended till 
nightfal1, when, lowering himself and followers 
by a rope, he brought his party off without the 
loss of a man. 
This was among his last exploits; for, wIlen 
reconnoitring by moonlight, in the hope of cap- 
turinga valuable convoy, be fell unexpectedly into 
the hands of an enemy's patrol. Proscribed by 
the French as a bandit, it was surprising that h
s 
life was spared; but his loss to the guerillas was 
regarded as a great misfortune. 
"Thile disputing as to the choice of a leader, 
,vhere so many aspired to a comlnand to ,vhich 
each could offer an equal claim, an adventurer 
worthy to succeed their lost chief ,vas happily 
discovered in his uncle, the elder l\lina. Edu- 
cated as a husbandman, and scarcely able to read 
or write, the new leader had lived in great retire- 
ment, until the Junta's call to a1"n1S induced hÏ1n 
to join his nephew's band. He )'eluctantly acced- 
ed to the general \vish to become Xavier's suc- 
cessor; but when he assumed the command, his 


the horse, whether by mere good fortune, or that, in the wild 
1ife to which lVlina was reduced, like an Arab he had taught 
the beast to 10ve him, followed his master, who then 1ightIy 
1eaped into his seat, and, though closely pursued, saved him.. 
self."-Life of 1Jlina. 
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firlTI and daring character was rapidly developed. 
Echeverria, \vith a strong follo\ving, had started 
as a rival chief; bu t l\Iina surprised him - had 
three of his subordinates shot with their leader 
-and united the remainder of the band \vith his 
O'Vl1. Although he narro\vly escaped becoming a 
victim to the treachery of a cOlnrade, the prorrlpt 
and severe justice \vith which he visited the 
offender, effectually restrained other adventurers 
from making any similar attempt. 
The traitor ,vas a sergeant of his own, \vho, 
fron1 the bad expression of his face, had received 
among his companions the sobriquet of 1\Ial. 
carado. Discontented \vith the ne\v commander, 
he deterlnined to betray him to the enemy, and 
concerted n1easures lvith Pannetti, \vhose brigade 
"'as near the village of Robres, to surprise the 
guerilla chieftain in his bed. Partial success at- 
tended the treacherous attempt; but l\Iina de- 
fended himself desperately with the bar of the 
door, and kept the French at bay till Gustra, his 
chosen comrade, assisted hin1 to escape. The 
guerilla rallied his follo\vers, repulsed the enemy, 
took l\lalcarado, and shot him instantly; \vhile 
the village cure and three alcades imp1icated in 
the traitorous design, \vere hanged side by side 
upon a tree, and their houses rased to the 
ground. 
An example of severity like this gave confi- 
dence to his own follo\vers, and exacted su bU1is- 
Q2 
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sion from the peasantry. Everywhere 1\Iina had 
a faithful spy-every movement of the enenlY 
"vas reported; and if a village magistrate receiv- 
ed a requisition from a French commandant, it ,vas 
cornn1unicated to the guerilla chief with due 
despatch, or woe to the alcade that neglected it. 
Nature had formed l\Iina* for the service to 
'\vhich he had devoted himself. His constitution 
was equal to every privation and fatigue, and his 
courage was of that prompt and daring character 
which no circumstance, ho\vever sudden and 
disheartening, could overcome. Careless as to 
dress or food, he depended for a change of linen 
on the capture of French baggage or any acci- 
dental supply; and for days he could subsist on 
a few biscuits, or anything chance thre,v in his 
way. He guarded carefully against surprise- 
slept with a dagger and pistols in his girdle; and 
such \vere his active habits, that he rarely took 
more than t\VO hours of repose. Remote ca- 
verns were the depositories of his ammunition 
and plunder; and in a mountain fastness he es- 
tablished an hospital for his wounded, to which 


:At "The French attacked Mina a few days after his exploit 
before Estella, near Arcos. His inferiority in numbers was 
compensated by his perfect knowledge of every foot of the 
ground, experience of his officers in their own mode of 
warfare, and his confidence in an his foHowers. After an 
action which continued nearly the whole day, he drew off in 
good order, and scarcely with any loss, having kilJed and 
wounded nearly four hundred of the enemy."-Life of lJ-lina... 
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they ,vere carried on litters across the heights, 
and placed in perfect safety until their cure could 
be completed. Gaming and plunder \yere pro- 
hibited, and even love forbidden, lest the guerilla 
might be too communicative to the object of his 
affection, and any of his chieftain's secrets should 
thus transpire. 
Of the nlinor chiefs nlany strange and chival- 
rous ad ventures are on record. The daring plans, 
often tried and generaHy successful, and the hair- 
bread th escapes of several, are almost beyond 
belief. No means, ho\vever repugnant to the 
]a\vs of modern ,,'arfare, ,,,,ere unemployed; \vhile 
the ingenuity \vith \vhich intelligence of a 110S- 
tile lllovement \vas transmitted-the artifice \vith 
\vhich an enenlY \vas delayed, until he could be 
surrounded or surprised, appear incredible. Of 
individual ferocity a fe\v instances ,vill be suffi- 
cient. At the execution of an alcade and his son 
at l\Iondragon, the old man boasted that t\VO 
hundred French had perished by their hands; 
and the Chaleco, Francis l\Ioreno, in a record of 
bis services, boasts of his having \vaited for a 
cavalry patrol in a ravine, and by the discharge 
of a huge blunderbluss, loaded nearly to the muz- 
zle, dislocated his O\VI1 shoulder, and killed or 
,,,,ounded nine of the French. The same chief 
presented to 'Tillafranca a rich booty of plate 
and quicksilver, and added to the gift a parcel 
of ears cut from the prisoners \VhOnl on that oc- 
casion he had slaughtered. 
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Profiting by the anarchy that. reigned in this 
afflicted country, wretches, under political ex- 
cuses, committed murder and devastation on a 
scale of frightful magnitude. One, pretending 
to be a functionary of the Junta, made Ladrada 
a scene of bloodshed. By night his victims were 
despatched; and, to the disgrace of woman, his 
wife was more sanguinary than himself. Casta- 
nos at length arrested their blood-stained career; 
and Pedrazeula ,vas hanged and beheaded, and 
l\faria, his infamous confederate, gavotted. 
Castile was overrun by banditti; and one gang, 
destroyed by a guerilla chief named Juan Abril, 
had accumulated plunder, principally in specie, 
amounting in value to half a million of reals. 
One of the band, when captured by the French, 
to save his life discovered the secret, and offered 
to lead a party to the place where the treasure 
was deposited. His proposal was accepted. An 
alguazil, with an escort of cavairy, proceeded to 
the wood of VilJa Viciosa, and there booty was 
found ,vorth more than the value affixed to it by 
the deserter. Returning in unsuspecting con- 
fidence, the party were drawn into an ambuscade 
by the l\1edico, who had been acquainted with 
the expedition; and of the escort and officials, 
with the exception of five who managed to 
escape, everyone was butchered without mercy. 
Such were the wild and }.elentless foes to WhOlll 
the invaders \vere exposed-such \vere the Spa- 



GUERILLAS. 


231 


niards, ,vho had made themselves }.enlårkable for 
patriotism and endurance - surpassing courage, 
and unmitigated crueIty.* 


SIEGE OF ZARAGOZA, page 155. 


" Before the furtber actions of the British are 
narrated, a fe,v pages ,vill be ,veIl besto'\ved to 
recount the heroic, but unconnected efforts of 
resistance made by the Spaniards themselves, of 
which the siege of Zaragoza stands forenlost. 
Immediately after the repulse of the French in 
the preceding summer, Palafox directed the exe- 
cution of various defensive ,yorks, ,vhich, thro,vn 
up in haste, and executed ,vith greater zeal than 
judgment, gave more the appearance than the 
reality of additional strength to the place; yet, 
in the defence of them, Palafox added much to 
his previously high falne,-this second defence 
being far more arduous than the former; as thirty- 
six thousand men ,vere employed in the attack, 
and such a provision of artillery and stores brought 
against the to'Vl1.. as rendered success certain. 
From the day succeeding the unfortunate action 
at Tudela, constant skirlnishing and sinall affairs 
of posts took place, 'v hilst the French ,vere 
bringing up the supplies for the attack; whicl] 


:If Abridged from "The Bivouac." 
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having accomplished, the siege commenced on 
the 20th Decelnber, by the assault and capture of 
the outposts of the Torrero and Casa-blanca; and 
by an attenlpt to lodge in the suburbs on the 
]eft of the Elbro, from which, after several hours' 
11gh ting, and a dreadful slaughter of the Spa- 
niards, the French were LÙtin1ately repulsed. On 
the loth January a violent bombardment began, 
and frequently three thousand shells were thro\vn 
into the devoted to\vn in t\venty-four hours. On 
the 26th, fifty-five pieces of heavy ordnance bat- 
tered the newly -raised works of the enceinte, and 
quickly formed a practicable breach: the French 
vigorously assaulted it the following morning, 
and, after a desperate resistance, gained the sum- 
mit; vrhere, however, they could not maintain 
themselves, as the citizens, from behind an inte- 
rior retrenchrnent, kept up an incessant fire, and 
every lTIOment sallied forth and fought hand to 
hand \vith the troops and workmen endeavouring 
to form the lodgment. In these fierce encoun- 
ters, \VOlTIen and priests were observed among the 
foremost and DI0st courageous; and openly to 
contend with such enthusiasm was hopeless. 
rhe 
besiegers, therefore, confined themselves to the 
slovv but certain operations of the sap, and by 
its insidious advances on the 6th, penetrated into 
the principal street, named the Corso, \v here the 
bui1dings are of great solidity. Then the con- 
flict assumed the greatest degree of obstinacy- 
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each house became a citadel, and required to be 
separately attacked; mining ,vas the art employ- 
ed, and the courage of the un practised Arragonese 
failed before the skill of their nlore experienced 
antagonists. They nevertheless made the 1110st 
surprising efforts: ,vhen forced from one room 
they rene\ved the corn bat in the next; and fre- 
quently, ,vhen driven inch by inch out of a build- 
ing, Palafox, by a desperate and bold offensive 
movement, recovered it, and the enemy had the 
sanle resistance a second tin1e to overcome. But 
courage alone is of little avail against courage 
and science united: daily and hourly the French 
made sOlne advance; and \vhen exertion ,vas 
most required, a pestilen tial disorder, arising from 
the nunlber of the unburied slain, broke out 
among the defenders, causing far more havoc 
than the s\yord. At last the heroic Palafox him- 
self sickened, and affairs became desperate. Still 
the constancy of these dauntless Spaniards re- 
mained unshaken; and a priest of the nan1e of 
Ric, by his personal example and the enthusiasm 
he inspired, directed the defence of the fe\v re- 
maining streets \vith undinlinished bravery; and at 
last, on the 20th February, after thirty thousand 
citizens had buried thenlselves under the ruins of 
their houses, he, by firmness of conduct, forced 
l\Iarshal Lannes to promise good treatnlent to the 
surVI vors. 
"The garrison, fifteen thousand in number, 



234 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
Inarched out, and ]aid down their arms, after a 
resistance of fifty -t\VO days open trenches, twenty- 
three of which were a war of houses. The town, 
on entering it, presented a dreadful and melan- 
choly spectacle: entire districts of it were de- 
molished by repeated explosions, and presented 
merely a mass of ruins, thickly spread over with 
mutilated limbs and carcasses; tIle fe\v houses 
which fire and the mine had spared, were riddled 
by shot and shells; their interiors were cut through 
with communications, the walls loop-holed, the 
doors and windows barricaded, and the streets 
blocked up with numberless traverses. The dirt, 
corruption, and misery, attending the crowding 
together of more than one hundred thousand souls 
into a city calculated for only forty thousand, with 
aU the hardships attendant on a long siege, had 
generated a frightful epidelnic, more relentless 
than the sword. 
"In the n1Îdst of the ruins and bodies with 
which the streets were filled, were observed here 
and there crawling along a few inhabitants, pale, 
elnaciated, and cast down, who seemed on the 
point of following their dead comrades wholn 
they had been unable to remove. From an enu- 
meration made at the comlnen
ement and at the 
termination of this extraordinary and terrible 
siege, it has been ascertained that in fifty-two 
days, fifty-four thousand individuals perished; 
being t\vo-thirds of the military, and the half of 
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tbe inhabitants or refugees. The loss of the be- 
siegers did not exceed three thousand. 
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" In no place \vould they have imagined them- 
selves so secure as in Zaragoza itself, \vhich had 
been so \,,"onderfully defended and delivered, and 
\vhich they believed to be invincible through 
the protection of Our Lady of the Pillar, \vho 
had chosen it for the seat of her peculiar ,vor- 
ship. During the former siege, prints of that idol 
had been distributed by ,vornen in the beat of 
action, and \vorn by tIle men in their hats both 
as a badge and an anlulet. The lnany remarkable 
escapes and deliverances \vhich had occurred \vere 
ascribed not to all-ruling and omnipotent Pro- 
vidence, but to the Ïtnlnediate interference of the 
lJ,Iagua Jl,Iater of Zaragoza. 
"Palafox himself had been trained up ,vith more 
than common care in the superstition of the place; 
he and his brethren in their childhood had been 
taken every day to attend mass in the Holy 
Chapel \v here the inlage \vas enshrined, dressed 
at such times in the propel. costume of the In- 
fantes, as a mark of greater honour to the present 
goddess. An appearance in the sky, ,yhich at other 
times nlight have passed unremenlbered, and per- 
haps unnoticed, had given strong confirmation to 
the popular faith. About a month before the C0111- 
111enCement of the first siege, a \v hite cloud appear- 
ed at noon, and gradually asslllned tbe form of a 
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palm tree; the sky being in all other parts clear, 
except that a fe\v 
pecks of fleecy cloud hovered 
about the larger one. It was first observed over 
the church of N. Lenora del Portino, and moving 
froln thence till it seemed to be imlnediately 
above that of the pillar, continued in the same 
form about half an hour, and then dispersed. 
rhe 
inhabitants \vere in a state of such exciteulent, 
that crowds joined in the acclamation of the first 
beholder" \vho cried out, a miracle! and after the 
defeat of the besiegers had confirmed the Olllen, 
a miracle it was universally pronounced to have 
been, the people proclaiming ,vith exultation that 
the Virgin had by this token prefigured the vic- 
tory she had given then1, and promised Zaragoza 
her protection as long as the world should en- 
dure."* 


BRIDGE OF AMARANTE, page ] 59. 


" In all this view of the case, the loss of the 
bridge of Amarante is a great misfortune, and is 
the greater from the manner in which is was lost. 
Our friend says, it was carried by the French 
making two false attacks on the right, under 
cover of which they mined the barricade on the 
bridge, which ,vas very strong, and b]e\v it up in 
the morning at daylight; thrc\v a column over it, 
· Southey. 



BRIDGE UF A
IARANTE. 


237 


,vhich surprised the Portuguese asleep; and they 
\vere unable to blow it up as \vas intended. The 
French carried everything before them.". 
"To call off the attention of the Portuguese 
guard, SOlne t\venty nlen \vere stationed to keep 
up a fire upon the intrenchments, so directed 3S 
not to endanger the sappers, \vho had volunteered 
for the real service of the hour. It \vas a service 
so hopeful and hazardous as to excite the liveliest 
solicitude for its success. ':rhe barrel \vas covered 
\vith a gray cloak, that it nlight neither be heard 
nor seen, and the man \"ho undertook to deposit 
it in its place \vore a cloak of the same colour. 
The clear nloonlight \vas favourable to the ad- 
venture, by the blackness of the shado\v \vhich 
the parapet on one side produced. In that line 
of darkness the sapper crept along at full-length, 
pushing the barrel before him \vith his head, and 
guiding it \vith his hands. His instructions "'"ere 
to stop if he heard the slightest nlovelnent on 
the Portuguese side: and a string \vas fastened 
to one of his feet by,,' hich the French \yere 
enabled to kno,v ho\v far he had advanced, and 
to COlll111unicate \vith him. Haying placed the 
barrel, and uncovered that part \v here it ,vas to 
be kindled, he returned \vith the same caution. 
Four barrels, one after the other, \vere thus ar- 
ranged \vithout alarlning the Portuguese. The 
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fourth adventurer had not the same command of 
himself as his predecessors had evinced. Possessed 
either with fear, or prenlature exultation, as soon 
as he had deposited the barrel in its place, instead 
of nlaking his way back slowly and silently along 
t.he line of shadow, he rose and ran along the mid- 
dle of the bridge in the moonlight. He was seen, 
fired at, and shot in the thigh. But the Portu- 
guese did not take the alarm as they ought to 
have done; they kept up a fire upon the entrance 
of the bridge, and nlade no attempt to discover 
for what purpose their intrenchments had been 
approached so closely. 
" Four hours had elapsed before the four barrels 
were placed: by that tilDe it was midnight, and 
in another hour, when the Portuguese had ceased 
their fire, a fifth volunteer proceeded in the same 
manner with a saucisson * fastened to his body; 
this he fixed in its place, and returned safely. By 
t\VO o'clock this part of the business was complet- 
ed, and Laborde was informed that all ,vas ready. 
Between three and four a fog arose from the river 
and filled the valley, so that the houses on the op- 
posite shore could scarcely be discerned through it. 
'fhis was favourable for the assailants. The sau- 
cisson ,vas fired, and the explosion, as Bouchard 
had expected, threw down the intrenchments, and 


· Saucisson, is a pipe or hose fined with gunpowder, which 
reac11es from the chamber of th
 mine to the gallery. It is 
used for firing mines, bomb-chests, &c. &c. 
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destroyed also the apparatus for communicating 
,vith the mine. The French rushed for\vard: 
sonle thre\v \vater into the mine, others cleared the 
,vay; the fog increased the confusion into \vhich 
the Portuguese ,vere thrown by being thus sur- 
prised: they made so little resistance that the 
French lost only nine men." 


VISIT TO CUESTA'S CA)IP, pa
'e 172. 


" Our arrival at the canlp was announced by 
a general discharge of artillery, upon ,vhich au 
in1mense number of torches \vere made to blaze 
up, and \ve passed the entire Spanish line in 
revie\v by their light. The effect produced by 
these arrangements ,vas one of no ordinary cha- 
racter. As the torches \vere held aloft, at mo- 
derate intervals from one another, they threw a 
red and \vavering light over the 'v hole scene, 
perlnitting, at the same tÏ1ne, its minuter parts 
to be here and there cast into shade; \vl1ilst the 
grim and s\varthy visages of the soldiers, their 
bright arlns and dark uniforms, appeared pecu- 
liarly picturesque as often as the flashes fell upon 
them. Then there was the frequent roar of can- 
non, the shouldering of firelocks, mingled with 
the brief \vord of cOlnmand, and rattling of ac- 
coutrements and arms, as '\ve passed from bat- 
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talion to battalion; all these served to interest 
the sense of hearing to the full as much as the 
spectacle attracted the sense of sigh.t. Nor ,vas 
old Cuesta himself an object to be passed by 
without notice, even at such a moment and under 
such circumstances as these. The old man pre- 
ceded us,-not so luuch sitting on his horse as 
held upon it by two pages,-at the imminent 
hazard of being overthro\vn whenever a cannon 
was discharged, or a torch flared out with pecu- 
liar brightness; indeed his physical debility ,vas 
so renlarkable, as clearly to mark his total un- 
fitness for the situation which he then held. As 
to his Inental powers, he gave us little opportu- 
nity of judging; inas!nuch as he scarcely uttered 
five worùs during the continuance of our visit; 
but his corporal infirmities alone ,vere at absolute 
variance vvith all a general's duties, and showed 
that he ,vas now fit only for the retirelnent of 
private life. 
H In this manner we passed about six thousand 
cavalry, dra\vn up in rank entire, and not less 
than twenty battalions of infantry, each consist- 
ing of perhaps froin seven to eight hundred men. 
l."hese formed but one portion of the army, the 
rest being either at the bridge of Arrobispo, or 
in position along the Tagus; and they v{ere all, 
with a fe,v exceptions, remarkably fine Dlen: 
speaking of them in the aggregate, they \vere 
little better than bold peasantry, arlned' partially 
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like soldiers, but completely unacquainted \vith 
a soldier's duty. 'rhis remark applied fully as 
nluch to the cavalry as to the infantry. '1" he 
horses were many of them good, but their riders 
manifestly knew nothing of movement or dis- 
cipline; and they were, as ,veIl on this account as 
on the score of a miserable equiplnent, quite unfit 
for general service. The artillery, again; was nu;.. 
merous, but totally unlike, both in order and 
arrangelnent; to that of other armies; and the 
generals appeared to have been selected accord- 
ing to one rule alone, namely, that of seniority. 
'fhey were almost all old Inen; and except 
O'Donaju and Largas, evidently incapable of 
bearing the fatigues or surn10unting the difficul. 
ties of one hard catnpaign. 
"The place at which we paid this visit, and 
,vitnessed these events, \vas caUed Casa del Pu- 
ertos; \vhere the head-quarters of the Spanish 
arn1Y were established in a \vretched hovel. "T e 
alighted here after the revie\v had ended, and as 
soon as \ve entered, Cuesta, \vho seen1ed quite 
overpo,vered by fatigue, retired to rest; but he 
returned again at eleven o'clock to supper, and 
sat with us till past midnight. He sat, ho\vever, 
as he al\vays did under sinlilar circUll1stances, in 
profound silence, neither seeking to take a share 
in the conversation, nor, apparently at least, pay- 
ing the slightest atteution to it. 
" After a secret conference bet'tveen Cuesta and 
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Sir Arthur ended, dinner \vas announced; and 
\ve sat do\vn, at three o'clock, to about forty 
dishes, the principal ingredients in which \vere 
garlic and onions. Our meal did not occupy us 
long; and on Cuesta retiring, as \vas his Cl1stoln, 
to enjoy his siesta, we mounted our horses, and 
rode out into the carnp. By this means \ve were 
enabled to see more of the regilnents separately, 
than \ve had seen during the torch-light revie\v. 
\Ve saw, however, nothing which served in any 
degree, to raise our opinion of the general effi- 
ciency of our allies; and \ve returned to our host 
at a late hour, n10re than ever impressed with the 
persuasion, that if the deliverance of the Penin- 
sula was to be effected at all
 it must be done, 
not by the Spaniards, but by ourselves.". 


CUESTA'S OBSTINACY, page 174. 


"I find General Cuesta more and lllore Ì1n- 
practicable every day. It is impossible to do 
business with hin), and very uncertain that any 
operation will succeed in which he has any con- 
cern. O'DollOj u expresses hilllself to be heartH y 
tired of hin1, and has declared that he will quit 
hilll at the first n10ment he is unsuccessful. He 
has quarrelled with some of his principal officers; 
and I understand that all are dissatisfied \vith 
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bitn, for the Inanner in \vhich he has conducted 
his operations near this place. 
" He contrived to lose the \vhole of yesterday, 
in \vhich, although his troops were under arms, 
and mine in march, \ve did nothing owing to the 
\vhimsical perverseness of his disposition; but 
that omission I consider fortunate, as we have 
dislodged the enemy \vithout a battle, in \vhich 
the chances \vere not much in our favour. His 
\vant of communication \vith his officers of the 
plan settled \vith HIe for the 22nd, and his ab- 
sence from the field, ,vere the cause that \ve did 
the French but little Inischief on that day; and 
of these circumstances his officers are a,vare." * 


TRAITS OF GOOD FEELING BET\VEEN THE ARl\fIES, 
page 180. 


Bet,veen the British and French, even in llliIi- 
tary duty, the courtesies of society \vere respect- 
ed, and an interchange of kind and gentlemanly 
civilities \vas not infrequent, as ,,,ill be evidenced 
by the follo,ving anecdotes :-- 
" "Thile Hasparen ,vas the head-quarters of the 
fifth division, the pickets of both armies avoided 
every appearance of hostility. Each occupied a 
hill \vith sentries about t\VO hundred yards apart. 
The French on one occasion pushed for\vard their 
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,ridettes, and seelned as if they designed to trespass 
on the neutral ground. The captain of the Eng- 
lish picket reported this encroachlnent, and re- 
ceived orders not to allow it. On the follo\ving 
Inorning, he observed that the French vidette 
had been advanced about fifty yards, and he 
thought it 11108t advisable to demand an inter- 
view with the French captain of chasseurs. A 
peasant was despatched, and returned \vith a mes- 
sage, that the commandant would "Tait upon the 
British officer immediately; and, in a few minutes, 
the parties Inet on the neutral ground. 1'he Briton 
stated the orders he had received and explained, 
that, to avoid so ldelle a proceedíng as to fire 
upon a vidette, he had solicited a Ineeting with 
the brave chasseur. 1'he Frenchman expressed 
himself in the most flattering terms, and begged 
that the hussar might point out a situation which 
would be agreeable to him. A thorn bush, about 
one hundred yards behind the spot the French vi. 
dette was posted upon, was mentioned as equally 
advantageous for the security of the French picket; 
\vhile it would be such as the hussar was per- 
mitted by his orders to allow. The chasseur gave 
orders accordingly, the vidette was placed at the 
very spot which was reconlmended, and the 
Frenchman, having expressed his satisfaction at 
the interview, produced a bottle of cogniac; t\VO 
or three officers on each side now joined the 
party; a bappy termination to the ,val" ,\Tas 
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drunk; aud the captain, whose name was (\ve 
think) Le Brun, said, he trusted that it ,,,"ould 
not be the fate of \var to bring into collision the 
parties \vho had lnet in so alnicable a manner." 
Again. "I have known several instances of 
right feeling evinced by the enelTIY, ,vorthy of 
gentlemen ,vho are above turning into individual 
strife the quarrels of the two countries. 'Vhile the 
light division \vas at Gallegos, sonle greyhounds 
belonging to an officer strayed into the enemies' 
Jines, and an opportunity was found, by means. 
of the first flag of truce, to request their being 
returned. The ans\ver \vas favourable, stating 
that they should be sent in on tbe first opportu... 
nity. A day or two after the enemy made are.. 
cOJlJloissance, and \vhen their skirmishers "\vere 
thro\vn out, the greyhounds were seen in couples 
in the rear, and on the first carbine being fired, 
they \vere let slip, (the dogs of war?) and came 
curveting through the \vhistling balls to their old 
masters."* 
There seell1ed to have existed between these- 
noble armies an honourable confidence, tbat was 
often tried and never violated. 
A descriptive passage of tbe aÇlvance across the 
Pyrenées runs thus :-" l\T e perceived, not t\venty 
yards off: a wounded voltigeur extended on the 
ground, and a young cOInrade supporting him.. 
The }1'renchll1an never attempted to retreat., but 
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smiled when we caine up, as if he had been ex- 
pecting us. 'Good lllorning,' he said; 'I have 
been waiting for you, gentlemen. l\fy poor friend's 
leg is broken by a shot, and I could not leave 
him till you arrived, lest some of these Portu- 
guese brigands should murder him. - Pierre,' 
he continued, as he addressed his cornpanion, 
'here are the brave English, and you win be 
taken care of. I will leave you a flask of water, 
and you will soon be succoured by our noble 
enelny. Gentlen1en, will you honour me by 
emptying this canteen. You will find it excel- 
lent, for I took it fronl a portly friar two days 
ago.' There was no need to repeat the invita- 
tion. I set the example, the canteen passed from 
mouth to mouth, and the monk's brandy vanish- 
ed. The conscript-for he had not joined above 
a month-replenished the flask with water from 
a spring just by. He placed it in his comrade's 
hand, bade hilTI an affectionate fareweH, bowed 
gracefully to us, threw his musket over his 
shoulder, and trotted off- to join his regiment 
which he pointed oüt upon a distant height. He 
seemed never for a moment to contemplate the 
possibility of our sending him in durance to the 
rear; and there were about him such kindness 
and confidence, that on our part no one ever 
dreanled of detaining hiln."* 
Again. "From the 3rd until the 12th of July 
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the t\VO arnlies relnained in presence of each 
other, encanlped on the sides of a river, ,vhich at 
times is a fornlidabJe sheet of ,vater, but ,vhich 
,vas then little more than an insignificant streall1. 
Nevertheless, although both arlnies kept their 
guards on their respective sides of the \\?ater, 
and that the movenlents of each ,vere cantiously 
,\?atched, not one ]ife \vas lost, nor one shot fired 
by either army. 
" Indeed, so different fronl hostility \\?as the con- 
duct of both nations, that the }1"rench and British 
Ii ved upon the 1110st aUlicable ternlS. If \ve \vant- 
ed \vood for the construction of huts, our I1len 
,\.ere allo,ved to pass ,vithout molestation to the 

"rench side of the river to cut it. Each day the 
soldiers of both arnlies used to bathe together in 
the sanle stream, and an exchange of rations
 
such as biscuit and rUlTI, bet\veen the French and 
our men, ,vas by no nleans unCOlllmon.". 
The reverses \vhich attend even successful \var- 
fare occasionally require its rigours to be softened. 
rrhe French and F
nglish felt this - and those 
\v ho had the 111isfortune to be prisoners or ,vound- 
ed, received the greatest care CirCU111stances \vould 
allo\v, and had baggage or llloney conveyed to 
thenl fronl their friends ,vith strict fidelity. The 
tables of the comnlanding officers \vere open to 
their captives-their \\rounds \vere carefully dress- 
ed-and in 
Olne cases their escape connived at. 


- " Reminiscences of a Subaltern:' 
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A parole of hono\1r insured the fuBest liberty to 
the giver; but when it was not required or ,vas 
refused, the prisoners \vere subjected to the least 
possible restraint consistent with security, and 
treated ,vith gentlemanly attention. 
H During three days that some British officers 
\vere at Castel Legos as prisoners of war, ,vith a 
very slender guard, indeed almost nominal, they 
,vere treated by General \Tillatte with the utOlost 
kindness. He sent dinner to then1 from his own 
table, \vith abundance of wine. His aide-de-camp 
and brother-in-law, Captain Cholet, visited then) 
t,vice each day, to see that they wanted for no- 
thing; and t \\1 0, and sometilnes three, surgeons 
visited them (by order) twice a day to dress their 
wounds. In fine, the greatest possible kindness 
and attention were shown to them; and even 
their escape, on the night of the 31st of August, 
was easily effected, if not connived at, as the 
French retired wíthout insisting on the officers 
being taken away, although carts had been pro- 
vided." 
But a noble instance of an enemy's hunlanity 
remains to be recorded-and ,vith a similar in- 
stance of hlUl1ane feeling displayed to a friend 
and not an enemy, we shall close these anec- 
dotes. 
" 'Vhen the assaul
 on St. Sebastian failed, and 
our troops retreated to the trenches, the enelny 
advanced beyond his defences, or clustered on 
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the ralnparts, shouting defiance, and threatening 
a descent in pursuit. To check this movement, 
an animated fire of round and grape ,vas opened 
from our battery, the tl1Ïckest of \vhich fell on a 
particular part of the breach ,vhere lay a solitary 
grenadier of the Royals, shot through both legs, 
and unable to extricate himself from his a\vfully 
perilous situation. His fate appeared inevitable; 
"Then a Frencl1 officer stepped for,vard, \valked 
coolly through the hottest of our fire, lifted his 
\vounded enemy in his arms, and bore hin1 on: 
hitnself unhurt." 
'fhe subseqnent history of Colonel St. Angelo, 
as the gallant Frenchn1an ,vas named, is curious, 
and instances the vicissitudes of fortune to ,vhich 
a soldier is exposed. On the fall of the fortress 
he ,vas sent a prisoner to England, but, as his 
humanity \vell deserved, he \vas instantly liberated 
and sent borne. On his arrival in Paris, Napoleon, 
having been apprised of his gal1ant conduct, pro- 
lTIoted him to a regiment on service in the Penin- 
sula. Thither he repaired-joined his new regi- 
ment, and in an attack on our posts \vas a second 
time made prisoner. Thus, as a prisoner he had 
visited England-had resided in Paris-been pre- 
sented to the Emperor-promoted to a regiment- 
and Inade a prisoner again - and all ,vithin the 
space of six ,veeks from the taking of Saint 
Sebastian! 
The follo\ving interesting anecdote is thus told 
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by l\Ir. Grattan :-" Nearly at the opening of the 
battle of Salalnanca, a considerable body of the 
enemy's tiraillel1rs pressed forward to that part 
of the ridge occupied by the third division, {HId 
ilnmediately in front of the 88th regiment, the 
light infantry company of which, comnJanded 
by Captain Robert Nickle, was ordered to drive 
back this force: he did so in the l110st gallant 
Ulanner; but the enerny could ill brook such a 
defeat, the more annoying, as it ,vas ,vitnessed 
by the \vhole division, as also by a considerable 
portion of one of the enenlY's corps d'arnlée. A 
reinforcement, commanded by an officer of dis- 
tinction, rushed forward to redeem the tarnished 
honour of their nation, while SOUle of the bat- 
ta1ion
lnen of the Connaught Rangers, seeing the 
unequal contest their light infantry company 
were about to be engaged in-for the French were 
upwards of one hundred to sixty of ours-has- 
tened to take a part in the fray. 'l
he detach- 
tnent of the 88th Jay behind a lo\v ditch, and 
,vaited until the French approached to within a 
fe\v yards of thenl; they caDle on in gallant 
style, headed by their brave conllnandillg officer, 
\vho vV'as 1110st conspicuous, being several paces 
in front of his Inen. The soldiers of the two 
armies, posted at a distance, and lookers-on at 
this national trial, shouted \vith joy as they be- 
held their respective cOlnrades on the eve of en- 
gaging \vith each other. But this feeling on the 
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part of the French \vas of but short duration, for 
at the first fire their detachment turned tail, and 
\vere \vhat they themselves would term 'cul- 
butés,' leaving their brave cOlnmandant, \vith 
111any others, mortally \vounded behind. Captain 
Robert Nickle ran up to his bleeding opponent, 
and rendered him every assistance in his po\ver. 
He then advanced alone, \vith his handkerchief tied 
on the point of his s,,"ord, \vhich he held up as a 
token of arnity, and, thus re-assured, some of the 
French soldiers returned \vithout their arms, and 
carried 3\Vay their officer \vith them. They \vere 
delighted \vith the considerate conduct of Captain 
Nickle, and embraced our men on parting."* 
"The terms of mutual resp
ct in \vhich the 
British and French soldiers held each other, and 
the friendly intercourse it frequently led to, have 
been noticed by every \vri ter on the Peninsular 
\var. Nor ""as this confined to out-post duty only 
-the soldiers engaged on ,vhich seemed by a tacit 
agreement, and as a point of honour perfectly 
understood on both sides, to have agreed to avoid 
the unnecessary destruction of life; and, as far 
as consistent \vith duty, perhaps a little beyond 
\vhat was strictly so, to testify the respect \vith 
'v hich they bad inspired each other. The officers 
of the t\VO armies \vere also not unfreq uently 
thro\vn into situations where they had the oppor- 
tunity of evincing siulilar feelings. Of this an 
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instance comes to the \vriter's. recollection, as hap- 
pening, anlong others, at the battle of Fuentes 
d'Onoro. On the lTIorning of the 5th, when the 
French made their attack upon the right of our 
position, the \vriter of this note was at the time 
in conversation ,vi th an officer of a picket' of the 
enemy in his front, where there was no prospect 
of the Jines being immediately engaged; seeing 
the state of things ,\1 hich then ensued, after a 
mutual exchange of civilities, both parties retired 
to their respective posts, and were soon after 
engaged in warm conflict." 
The following anecdote is highJy honourable 
to the Duke of BeHuno :- 'V"hen Victor entered 
the to\vnt he found some of the wounded, French 
and English alike, lying on the ground in the 
Plaza. After complimenting the English, and 
observing that they understood the laws and 
courtesies of war, he told them there was one 
thing which they did not understand, and that 
was how to deal \vith the Spaniards. He then sent 
soldiers to every house, ,vith orders to the inha- 
bitants imlnediately to receive and accommodate 
the wounded of the two nations, who ,vere lodged 
together, one English and one Frenchman; and 
he expressly directed that the English111en should 
al \vays be served first. 
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SIEGE OF GERONA
 p{l
'e 196. 


" Every day no,," added to the distress of the 
besieged. Their flour ,vas exhal18ted-\\
 heat they 
had still in store, but Inen are so much the slaves 
of habit, that it ,vas considered as one great evil 
of the siege that they had no nleans of grinding 
it: t\VO horse-mills, ,vhich had been erected, ,vere 
of such clumsy construction, that they did not 
perform half the needful \york; and the Geronans, 
rather than prepare the unground corn in any 
,yay to \\Thich they had not been accustomed, sub- 
mitted to the labour of grinding it bet\veen t"ro 
stones, or pounding it in the shell of a bomb \vith 
a cannon-ball. For \vant of other aninlal food, 
mules and horses were slaughtered for the hos- 
pital and for the shambles; a list \vas nlade of all 
'\vithin the city, and they \vere taken by lot. 
Fuel ,vas exceedingly scarce, yet the heaps nrhich 
\vere placed in cressets at the corners of the 
principal streets, to illulninate theln in case of 
danger, remained untouched, and not a billet ,vas 
taken from them during the ""hole siege. 'fhe 
SUJnmer fever becalne Blore prevalen t; the bodies 
of the sufferers were frequentiy covered \vith a 
minute eruption, \vhich ,vas usually a fatal sYlnp- 
ton1 : fluxes also began to prevail. 
* * . * * 
" Augerean no,v straitened the blockade; and, 
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that the garrison might neither follow the ex- 
all1ple of O'Donnell, nor receive any supplies, 
ho\vever small, he drew his lines closer, stretched 
cords with bells along the interspaces, and kept 
watch-dogs at all the posts. The bombardlllent 
,vas continued, and always with greater violence 
during the night than the day, as if to exhaust 
the Geronans by depriving them of sleep. 
* . * . . 
"There did not renlain a single building in 
Gerona which had not been injured by the bOlll- 
bardment; not a house was habitable; the people 
slept in cellars, and vaults, and holes, amid the 
ruins; and it had not unfrequently happened 
that the wounded were killed in the hospitals. 
'fhe streets ,vere broken up, so that the rain-water 
and the sewers stagnated there; and the pesti- 
lential vapours ,vhich arose were rendered lllore 
noxious by the dead bodies which lay rolling 
amid the ruins. 'fhe siege had no\v endured 
seven lllonths; scarcely a \voman had beCOlTIe 
pregnant during that time; the very dogs, before 
hunger consumed thelll" had ceased to follow after 
their kind; tl1ey did not even fa\vn upon their 
mast.ers; the almost incessant thunder of artil1ery 
seemed to lllake theln sensible of the state of the 
city, and the unnatural atnlosphere affected then} 
as ,veIl as human kind. It even affected vegeta- 
tion. In the gardens within the walls the fruits 
withered, and scarcely any yegetable could be 
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raised. 'Vithin the last three \veeks above five 
hundred of the garrison had died in the hospitals: 
a dysentery \vas raging and spreading; the sick 
were lying upon the ground, \vithout beds, al1110st 
\vithout food; and there ,vas scarcely fuel to 
dress the little \" heat that renlailled, and the fe\v 
horses \vhich \vere yet unconsu111ed." 
 


FALL OF GEROXA. 
"Gerona surrendered on the lOth Decelnber, 
after a lneulorable defence of six months, \yhich 
places the nallle of the governor, Don :\Iarian 
Alvarez, on a level \vith that of Palafox; and 
SOlne particulars of his heroic conduct deserve to 
be recorded. 'l'he to\vn stands 10\", at the con- 
fluence of the Ona and Tel" rivers, ,vhich cover 
and protect the northern side; and on the oppo- 
site quarter the approaches are commanded by 
a small square fort of ninety toises exterior side, 
situated on a height of five hundred and fifty 
yards fronl the place called l\Iontjuic. In this 
petty \vork, .L\lvarez, not having altogether five 
thousand lllen under his C01111nand, defied for 
three months the utmost efforts of General St. 
Cyr \vith t\venty thousand French. Sixty pieces 
of heavy ordnance fired against the fort inces- 
santly for t\venty-t\VO days, \vhich, besides effect- 
Ing an enorn10US breach, levelled all the upper 
\vorks. The enenlY then offered terms, \vhich 



 Southey. 
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being rejected, they gave the assault, and \vere 
repulsed \vith loss. During the three succeeding 
days the besiegers' batteries thundered without 
intermission, and on the fourth morning they 
again tried the force of arnlS. Several heavy 
columns advanced to the breach and persisted in 
their attempts to ascend it ,vith so much courage 
and obstinacy, that success was long balanced, 
and on their repulse, sixteen h ulldred killed 
and wounded remained in the ditch. After this 
effort, the French, finding all open attacks usc- 
less, resorted to the sap and the mine, and one 
entire month passed in the dispute of a ravelin, 
\vl1ich (after several attempts to fornl a lodgment 
in it had failed) renlained, as if by tacit agree- 
ment, unoccupied by either party, and all per- 
sonal conflict ceased. The fire of artillery anù 
the Inine, however, gradually levelled the walls, 
and blew up the very interior of the place; ,vhen, 
there being no longer anything worth disputing, 
the garrison ,vithdre\v on the II th of August. 


. 


* 


. 


... 


* 


" The walls of Hostalrich fen shortly after- 
wards, an ignoble conquest to the saIne office}.. 
The siege comlnenced on the 20th January, and 
the place was contested \vith the greatest obsti- 
nacy till the 12th l\;lay follo\ving, \vhen the brave 
garrison, having consullled their last day's food, 
sallied out to cut their way through the blockad- 
ing corps. A large proportion nobly fell ill the 
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attempt; amongst others the heroic Don Juan 
de Estrada, the governor; but many hundreds 
}-estored theillselves to liberty.". 


JULIAN SANCHEZ, page 201. 


" A little before midnight Sanchez collected his 
troops in the Plaza; the two of his company ,vho 
were married men, took their ,vives behind them; 
they sallied out, and their leader, in the spirit of 
Scanderbeg, instead of contenting hinlself with 
111erely effecting his 0'\\'11 retreat, charged a post 
of cavalry, routed them, and carried a\vay eight 
prisoners \vith their horses. The t'\\yo women 
\vere arn1ed with pistols; and one of them, by 
nanle l\laria Fraile, saved her husband by shoot- 
ing a dragoon who \vas about to attack him on 
one side." 
One of Julian's exploits is thus related :-" It 
,vas the custom of the French garrison of Bada- 
joz to send out their cattle every morning beyond 
the ,valls for the purpose of grazing, under the 
protection of a guard, \vbich at once tended them, 
and \vatched the movements of our parties. Don 
Julian determined, if possible, to surprise the 
herd; for \vhich purpose he concealed his people, 
day after day, among the broken ground on the 
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bank of the river, not far from the town; but the 
guard proved for a time so vigilant, that no op- 
portunity occurred of effecting his design. At 
last, ho\vever, an accident occurred \vhich en- 
abled hilll to accomplish, not only his original pur- 
pose, but one which he did not dreanl of accom- 
plishing. It so happened, that on the morning 
of the 15th of October, Genera! Regnaud, the 
governor of the place, rode out, attended by his 
staff and a slender escort, and ventured in- 
cautiously to pass the Agueda, at the very 
spot where Don J u1ian's ambuscade lay con- 
cealed. He ,vas instantly surrounded by the 
Spanish cavalry and made prisoner; and, as if 
fortune had determined to reward the latter for 
their patience, the cattle appeared at the same 
moment at a sufficient distance from the ,valls to 
authorise an attack. 'fhe attack was made with 
tbe most perfect success, and both Governor and 
cattle were conveyed in triumph to our head- 
quarters. In a native of any country, except 
France, such an unlucky coincidence ,vould have 
produced a degree of glooln not to be shaken off; 
but by General Regnaud his misfortunes were 
borne \vith the utmost philosophy and good-hu- 
nlour. He becanle a frequent guest at Lord "T el- 
lington's table, and ,ve found him an extremely 
entertaining as well as intelligent companion."* 


:ff< Lord Londonderry. 
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AFFAIR \VITH A FRENCH PATROL, pag;e 202. 


" l."he enemy's force did not exceed thirty ca- 
valry and t\VO hundred infantry; but they ,vere 
advantageously posted in an open space, just be- 
yond a narro\v defile; and to reach them it ,vas 
necessary to thread that defile in a long line. The 
consequence ,vas, that though the hussars ,vho 
led, formed up in succession as they got through, 
and charged their opponents \vith great gallantry, 
they effected nothing more than the dispersion of 
the handful of horse; for the infantry had time 
to form a square, and not all the efforts of our 
people could succeed in breaking it. The hussars 
rode bravely up to the bayonets, but ,vere re- 
pulsed by a volley close]y thro\vn in, \vhich killed 
or ,vounded up\vards of a dozen men. The re- 
mainder \v heeled oft and pursuing the French 
cavalry, Inade ,vay for a squadron of the 16th. 
'fhese galloped for\vard, but also took to the left, 
and leaving the infantry uninj ured, joined in pur- 
suit of the cavalry. \Vhen the last charge was 
made, the French square ,vas ,vithout fire, every 
man having discharged his piece, and none having 
been able to load again; but \vhen a third at- 
tempt ,vas made, they were better prepared to 
receive it. It fell to the Jot of Colonel Talbot of 
the 14th to lead this attack. It ,vas made ,vith 
daring intrepidity; but the enemy remained per.. 
s2 
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fectly steady, and reserving their fire till the 
bridles of the horses touched their bayonets, gave 
it ,vith such effect, that Colonel Talbot, ,vith 
several of his men, ,vere killed on the spot. The 
rest dre\v off-upon ,vhich General Crawfurd, 
despairing of success by the exertions of cavalry 
alone, despatched an orderly to bring up a detach- 
lnent of the 43rd, which chanced to be at no 
great distance. 
" \i\Tbilst this ,vas doing, the enemy's little 
column began its retreat, which it conducted with 
singular steadiness and great order. 'I'he 14th 
dragoons seeing this, prepared to launch another 
squadron against it; and it was already in speed 
for the purpose, when Colonel Arenschild, of the 
hussars, observed cavalry advancing both in front 
and flank, and checked the movement. It was 
much to be regretted afterwards that he took this 
step, for the horse which alarlned him proved to 
be detachments from our own people on their 
return from pursuing the enelny's dragoons, the 
whole of whom they had captured. The French 
infantry lost no time in availing themselves of 
the indecision of our cavalry. They marched on, 
and returned to their main body, without having 
lost a single prisoner, or suffered in killed or 
wounded."* 


· Lord Londonderry. 
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CAVALRY AFFAIR, page 205. 


" They passed Azava at sunrise, and their caval- 
ry, driving in our advanced videttes, caIne on \vith 
great rapidity; three regiments on the direct road 
from Ga]]egos to Almeida, and t\VO by a path to 
the left, ,vith the view of turning our right flank. 
There ,vere t\VO pieces of cannon, of the horse- 
artillery, stationed at a small brook, about half 
a Inile to the rear of Gallegos. These instantly 
opened upon the French column; but though 
the fire ,vas \vell-directed, and evidently galled 
them, it did not succeed in stopping them. Our 
cavalry, in the mean \vhile, forined in the rear of 
the guns, sending out three or four squadrons, 
,vith the hussars, to skirnlish; and rather a sharp 
contest took place near a bridge ,vhich crossed 
the brook. The French 11lade a dash to secure 
it, and passed some officers, ,vith about thirty or 
forty lnen, to the other side; in accolnplishing 
,vhich ho\vever, as the bridge \vas extremely nar- 
ro,v, they \vere compelled to defile from colullln. 
An opportunity was thus afforded of attacking 
them to advantage, \vhich \vas not permitted to 
escape. Captain Crackenbourg, of the German 
hussars, an officer of gallantry and high character, 
sa,v in a moment the predicament into ,vhich 
they had thrust themselves. He instantly dre,v 
out t\VO divisions of the hussars, and charging the 
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body which had passed the bridge, cut down their 
officer, and drove the rest, ,vith the loss of several 
killed and wounded, back upon the column. The 
affàir was accomplished in an instant, but the 
promptitude and vigour which characterised its 
execution both merited and received the appro- 
bation of all present. The brave men were sa- 
luted by the cheers of their comrades as they re- . 
turned, and the officer's nalne was justly and ho- 
nourably Inentioned at head-quarters.". 


ANECDOTES OF THE BATTLE OF THE COA, pag'e 208. 


" At this moment the right wing of the 52nd was 
seen marching towards the bridge, which was still 
cro,vded with the passing troops. l\1'Leod, a very 
young man, but with a natura] genius for war, 
Ï1nlnediately turned his horse round, called to the 
troops to follo\v, and taking off his cap, rode with 
a shout towards the enen1Y: the suddenness of 
the thing, and the distinguished action of the 
Inan, produced the effect he designed-a mob of 
soldiers rushed after him, cheering and charging 
as if a whole arlny had been at their backs, and 
the enemy's skirll1ishers, astonished at this unex- 
pected 1110Venlent, stopped short. Before they 
could recover from their surprise, the .52nd cross- 
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ed the river, and l\l'Leod, fol1o,ving at full speed, 
gained the other side also ".ithout disaster." 
. * * . * 


"During the fight, General Picton caDle up 
alone from Pìnhel. Cra,vfurd desired the support 
of the third division, it ,vas refused, and, excited 
by some previous disputes, the generals separated 
after a sharp altercation. Picton ,vas decidedly 
'''Tong, because Cra,vfurd's situation ""as one of 
extreme danger; he durst not retire, and l\lassena 
might, undoubtedly, have thro,vn his reserves by 
the bridge of Castello Bonl upon the right flank 
of the division and destroyed it." 
* * * . . 


" It was at first supposed that Lieutenant Da\v- 
son and half a cOlllpany of the 52nd, ,vhich had 
been posted in the unfinished to,,"er, 'v ere also 
captured; but that officer kept close until the 
evening, and then, ,vith great intelligence, passed 
all the enenlY's posts, and crossing the Coa at a 
ford, rejoined his regilllent." t 


FALL OF AL
IEIDA, page 210. 


"'fhe Colonel reports, that the explosion of the 
lTIagazine destroyed the ,yhole to\vn, nlade a 
breach in the place, ble\v all the guns, excepting 


t Napier. 
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three, into the ditch, destroyed all the alllinuni- 
tion, excepting ten or twelve barrels of powder, 
and killed or ,,,ouuded the greater part of the 
artil1erymen. The garrison, till this accident, 
had sustained no loss, and ,vas in the best order 
and spirits, and had no thoughts of surrender, 
and expected to hold the place for two months. 
The Colonel talks highly of the conduct of Go- 
vernor Cox. 
" The l\Iajor commanding the artillery was the 
person elnployed by Cox to settle the capituJa- 
tion for him. He went out and informed the 
li'rench of the exact state of the place after the 
explosion, and never returned!! l\Iassena has 
111ade him a colonel! !"* 


BUSACO, pllg'e 213. 
" It is the only place in that kingdom \vhere the 
bare-footed Carlnelites possessEd \tvhat, in monas- 
tic language, is called a desert; by 'v hich tern} 
an establishlnent is designated \v here those bre- 
thren, \vhose piety flies the highest pitch, may at 
once enjoy the advantages of the erenlite and the 
discipline of the cenobite life, and thus indulge 
the heroism of ascetic devotion in security. The 
convent, surrounded by an extensive and aln10st 
inlpervious ,vood, stands in \vhat may be calJed 
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the crater of the loftiest part of the ridge; its 
precincts, \vhich included a circulnference of 
about four miles, \vere \valled in. "Tithin that 
circuit \vere various chapels and religious stations; 
and on the sumnlit of the mountain, \vhich is 
\vithin the inclosure, a stone cross \vas erected of 
enormous size upon so huge a foundation that 
three thousand cart-loads of stone \vere ernployed 
in constrncting its base. 'fhe cells of the bre- 
thren \vere round the church, not in a regular 
building, but acco111modated to the irregularities 
of the ground, and lined with cork, \vhich \vas 
every\vhere used instead of ,vood, because of the 
dampness of the situation. Every cell had its 
garden and its \vater-course for irrigating it, the 
cultivation of these little spots being the only re- 
creation \vhich the inhabitants allo\ved themselves 
as lawful. In one of these gardens the first cedars 
\vhich gre\v in Portugal \vere raised. It was 
indeed one of those places \vhere man has con- 
verted an earthly paradise into a purgatory for 
11Ïmself, but \vhere superstition almost seems 
sanctified by everything around it. Lord "r el- 
lington's head-quarters \vere in the convent; and 
the solitude and silence of Busaco \vere no\v 
broken by events, in \vhich its hermits, dead as 
they were to the world, might be perlTIitted to 
partake all the agitations of earthly hope and 
fear."* 


· Southey. 
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ANECDOTE OF BUSACO, page 217. 


" At this tÏlne the 45th were engaged with num- 
bers out of proportion, but they gallantly main- 
tained their ground. The 5th, 74th, and 83rd, 
,vere likewise attacked; but the 88th, from the 
nature of their situation, came in contact \\dth 
the full body of the enemy, and, while opposed 
to three times their own nunlber in front, were 
assailed on their left by a couple of hundred rifle- 
men stationed in the rocks. Colonel 'Vallace 
changed his front, but had scarcely reached the 
rocks, when a fire, destructive as it \vas animat.. 
ed, assailed hÏ1n. The moment was a critical one, 
but he never lost his presence of Inind. He or.. 
dered his two first companies to attack the rocks, 
while he pressed forward with the remainder of 
his regiment against the main body. The 8th 
Portuguese \vere close on the enenlY, and opened 
a \vell-directed fire, while the 45th were perform- 
ing prodigies of valour. At this moment the 
88th came up to the assistance of their comrades, 
and the three regiments pressed on: a terrific 
contest took place; the French fought \veJJ, but 
they had no chance with our men when we grap- 
pled close with thenl; and they were overthrown, 
leaving half of their colulnn on the heath with 
\vhich the hill \vas covered. 
"The French, ranged amphitheatrically one 
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above another, took a Inurderous aim at our sol- 
diers in their advance to dislodge them-officers 
as ,veIl as privates becalne personally engaged in a 
hand-to-hand fight. Captain Dunne fought ,vith 
his sabre, while Captain Dansey made use of a 
firelock and bayonet; he received three "\\Toul1ds, 
and Captain Dunne owed his life to a sergeant of 
his company nalned Brazill, ,vho, seeing his officer 
in danger of being overpo\vered, scranl bled to his 
assistance, and making a thrust of his halbert at 
the Frenchman, transfixed him against the rock 
he ,vas standing on. 
" Although they combated with a desperation 
suited to the situation in \vhich they \vere placed, 
the heroes of Austerlitz, Esling, and "Tagram, 
\vere hurled from the rocks by the Rangers of 
Connaught."t 
* * * * * 


"The 88th arriving to the assistance of their 
comrades, instantly charged, and the enelny \vere 
borne over the cliffs and crags \vith fearful rapi- 
dity, many of them being literally picked out of 
the holes in the rocks by the bayonets of our 
soldiers."t 
* * * * * 
"Referring to their conduct on this occasion, 
the Duke of "T ellington observes in his despatch, 
that he never witnessed a more gallant attack than 


t "Reminiscences of a Subaltern:' 
t Lord Londonderry. 
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that made by these two regiments on the division 
of the enemy which had then reached the ridge 
of the Sierra. In addition to this flattering testi. 
mony of his Grace, and in further evidence of 
the gallantry they displayed, it will be sufficient 
to state, that the loss sustained by these t\\'o corps 
on the occasion amounted to sixteen officers, 
seven sergeants, and two hundred and sixty-one 
men, being nearly one-half of the whole British 
loss in the battle." - 


SUFFERINGS OF THE SPANIARDS, pag;e 224. 


" Fifty thousand of these fugitives found sup- 
port and consolation in the hospitality and kind- 
ness of the citizens of Lisbon; but an equal num- 
ber, \vho fled to the left bank of the Tagus, long 
remained exposed to the weather; and a large 
proportion miserably perished from hunger and 
disease before relief could be adtninistered. Hard 
as was their lot, it was far more happy than that 
of the villagers in the rear, and on the skirts of the 
enemy's cantonrnents, whose habitations, plun- 
dered of everything, and occasionally occupied 
by detachlnents of French, afforded their owners 
no supplies, and only a precarious shelter. l\Iany 
of these wretched creatures passed the whole sea- 


t Mackie. 
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son of \vinter exposed to its inclemencies in the 
neighbouring ,voods or mountains, subsisting 
merely on roots and herbs; and on the advance 
of the allies returned to their homes, their bodies 
emaciated fronl abstinence, and their intellects im- 
paired by long continued apprehension; anlongst 
them ,vere girls of sixteen, 'v ho, becolne idiots, 
resembled in person ,vornen of fifty. Numbers 
of children of either sex, \vho had survived the 
severe trial, flocked to the road-side as the army 
approached to demand relief; appeal
ing so thin, 
pale, and haggard, that many a hardened veteran 
\vas observed to turn from the sight ,vith disgust, 
as he cOlllpassionately besto,ved on theln a por- 
tion of the biscuit intended as his next day's 
support.". 


CONCE-\L
IENT OF PROPERTY, page 22t. 


" The patron of a house, occupied by an officer 
of the adjutant-general's department, on arriving 
for other purposes, requested the servants to re- 
lnove for a short time one of the horses out of a 
stall, 'v here it had been standing for some days. 
As soon as the animal "
as removed, he proceed- 
ed to dig, and speedi1y exhumed three thousand 
crusada novas, ,vhich he had buried some months 
previous."t 


· Jones's Account of the 'Yare 
t "Life on Service." 
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SPANISH DEVOTION, pag;e 224. 


"The monks of Alcobaca performed on this 
occasion to\vards the British officers their last act 
of hospitality. Most of them had already de- 
parted from the magnificent and ancient abode, 
where the greater part of their lives had been spent 
peacefully and inoffensively, to seek an asylum 
where they could; the few who renlained pre- 
pared dinner for their guests in the great hall and 
in the apartments reserved for strangers, after 
which they brought them the keys, and desired 
them to take \vhatever they liked. 
. . . * . 


" Leiria ,vas forsaken by its \vhole population: 
a city thus deserted offered such temptation that 
discipline could not be maintained in the retreat- 
ing army \vithout some examples of severity, 
and one British and one native soldier were 
punished \vith death for breaking into a chapel, 
and plundering it."t 


CAPTURE OF THE FRENCH HOSPITALS AT COI
IBRA, 
page 226. 


" Above one hundred and fifty officers and five 
thousand men were made prisoners by this well- 
t Southey. 
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timed enterprise; three thousand five hundred 
muskets \vere taken, nearly the whole of which were 
charged, and hence the number of effective rnen 
may be estimated." 
[A curious inference of Doctor Southey. Surely 
the muskets of "rounded lllen \vould be just as 
likely to be found loaded, as those of soldiers 
\vho had escaped unhurt.]-JL 


TORRES VEDRAS, page 226. 


After driving the allied rear-guard from So- 
bra}, "the French \vere pursuing their ad van- 
tage," says Doctor Southey; "\vhen a peasant 
fell into their hands, \",ho, unlike his countrymen, 
ans\vered ,vithout hesitation all the interrogato- 
ries \vhich \vere put to him; he told the conl- 
mander that they \vere close upon the British 
lines, and pointed out to hÏ1n \vhere the batteries 
\vere, in constructing ,vhich he had himself 
laboured. Had it not been for this \varning," 
&c.-(Surely ,yorks that extended nearly thirty 
miles" · for \v hich fifty thousand trees had been 
allotted-on \vhich three thousand artillerymen 
and engineers, and seven thousand peasants, had 
laboured - and on whose armament three hun- 
dred and nineteen heavy guns had been em- 
ployed; \vorks like these could not }lave been in- 
volved in all this mystery, and their very locality 
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kept a secret frool an officer like l\'iassena, who 
cOffilTIanded the most unbounded sources of infor- 
mation ?]-
f. 


ANECDOTES OF PLUNDERING, pag;e 242. 


The French soldiers had been so long accns- 
tOlned to plunder, that they proceeded in their 
researches for booty of every kind upon a regular 
system. They ,vere provided with tools for the 
work of pillage, and every piece of furniture in 
which places of concealment could be constructed 
they broke open from behind, so that no valu- 
ables could be hidden from then1 by any con- 
trivance of that kind. Having satisfied them- 
sel ves that nothing ,vas secreted above ground, 
they proceeded to examine whether there was 
any new masonry, or if f\ny part of the cellar or 
ground-floor had been disturbed; if it appeared 
uneven, they dug tllere: where there was no such 
indication, they poured water, and if it \vere 
absorbed in one place faster than another, there 
they broke the earth. There were men who at 
the first glance could pronounce whether any... 
thing had been buried beneath the soil, and 
when they probed with an iron rod, or, in default 
of it, with sword or bayonet, it was found that 
they were seldolTI mistaken in their judglnent. 
The habit of living by prey called forth, as in 
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beasts, a faculty of discovering it: there was one 
soldier \vhose scent became so acute, that if he 
approached the place ,vhere wine had been con- 
cealed, he \vould go unerringly to the spot. 
" "7 herever the French bivouacked, the scene 
,vas such as might rather have been looked for 
in a camp of predatory Tartars than in that of a 
civilized people. Food, and forage, and skins of 
,vine, and clothes and church vestments, books 
and guitars, and all the bulkier articles of \vaste- 
ful spoil, \vere heaped together in their huts with 
the planks and doors of the habitations \vhich 
they had demolished. Some of the men, retain- 
ing amid this brutal service the characteristic ac- 
tivity and cleverness of their nation, fitted up 
their huts with hangings from their last scene of 
pillage, \vith a regard to éomfort hardly to have 
been expected in their situation, and a love of 
gaiety only to be found in Frenchu]en. The 
idlers \vere contented \vith a tub, and, if the 
tub were large enough, three or four would stow 
theulselves in it !". 
It \vould appear that the English had SOlne 
little experience in this line of business as well as 
the French. 
" Some of the dragoons, ,vith a quarter-master, 
iInmediately mounted and follo\ved the French, 
who ,vere now approaching their goal, and took 
little notice of these fe\v horselnen. The quarter- 
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master, however, sa,v an opportunity of doing a 
little business; observing, anlong those ,vho lagged 
in the rear, one man with a ledger in the slings 
of his knapsack, he naturally concluded that such 
gear in the French, as in our service, belonged to 
those who carried the purse, and, on the strength 
of this analogy, he by degrees approached hin1 
of the ledger, and returning his sword, and ad- 
vancing at speed, he pounced upon his prey, and 
seizing him by the collar, shook the n1usket out 
of his hands, and bore hilll off: He proved to be 
a paymaster's clerk, and carried sixty doubloons, 
then worth about four guineas each."* 


VILLA FORMOSA, pag'e 242. 


" For some time we contented ourselves with 
keeping pointers and greyhounds, and indulging 
as often as opportunities offered in the sports of 
shooting, coursing, and fishing; but now a taste 
for hunting began to prevail amongst us, and fox- 
hounds and harriers, more or less numerous and 
good, were established in the different divisions 
of the army. At head-quarters we were for- 
tunate enough to become possessed of an ex- 
cellent pack, which afforded us luuch alnuselnent, 
and occupied tinle which otherwise would have 


· " The II ussar." 
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hung heavily on our hands. In our quarters ,ve 
lived gaily and ,veIl: a spirit of good-fello,vship 
and hospitality every\vhere prevailed; and in 
thel1l, \var, balls, private theatricals, and agreeable 
parties, \vere things of continual occurrence." · 


A
ECDOTE OF A DOG, page 253. 


After the battle of Barossa, the \vounded of 
both nations "rere, from want of means of trans- 
port, necessarily left upon the field of action the 
whole night, and part of the follo,ving day. Ge- 
nera] Rosseau, a French general of division, \vas 
of the number; his dog, a \vhite one of the poodle 
kind, ,vhich had been left in quarters upon the 
advance of the French force, finding that tIle 
general returned not \vith those ,vho escaped 
from the battle, set out in searcb of him; found 
him at night in his dreary resting-place, and ex- 
pressed his affliction by moans, and by licking 
the hands and feet of his dying master. "Then 
the fatal crisis took place, some hours after, he 
seel1led fully a\vare of the dreadful change, attach- 
ed himself closely to the body, and for three days 
refused the sustenance \vhich ,vas offered hitl1. 
Arrangements having been nlade for the inter- 


* Lord Londonderry 
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ment of the dead, the body of the General \vas" 
like the rest, committed to its honourable grave; 
the dog lay down upon the earth, which covered 
the beloved remains, and evinced by silence and 
deep dejection his sorrow for the loss he had 
sustained. The English cOlumander, General 
Graham, ,vhose fine feelings had prolnpted him 
to superintend the last duties due to the gallant 
slain, observed the friendless mourner, drew hirn, 
now no longer resisting, frotTI the spot, and gave 
him his protection, which he continued to him 
until his death, many years after, at the Generars 
residence in Perthshire. 


FUENTES D'ONORO, page 259. 


The final charge that decided the possession 
of the village, on the "evening of the 5th, was 
made by the 88th. r.!'hat it was a splendid affair 
may be inferred frOITI the praise bestowed upon 
it by a man, who for some unknown reason de- 
tested that ganant regiment, and sought every 
opportunity of exhibiting his feelings of dislike. 
Speaking of the attack on Fuentes d'Onoro, 
Picton, in a letter to his uncle, says: "It was 
defended in the most determined manner by the 
71st, 24th, and 79th. About two o'clock, how- 
ever, these regiments began to give way, and fen 
back on more defensible ground in the rear of 
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the village; \vhen at this 1110ment the 88th J under 
Colonel 'Vallace, and led on by l\Iajor-general 
1\Iackinnon, ,vas ordered to rnove up and sup- 
port them. This ,vas done in adrnirab]e order; 
and they made so over\\Thelming a charge through 
the streets, that they drove the enemy fron1 the 
village \vith immense loss." In fact, the charge 
of the 88th ,vas so brilliant and decisive, that 
the French never ventured to enter the streets 
agaIn. 
Page 261.-0fficial return of casualties at Fuentes 
d'Onoro, 3rd and 5th l\Iay 1811. 
Kil1ed 235; "rounded 1,234; Inissing 317; 
total 1786.* 


ANECDOTE OF BRENNIER'S ESCAPE, page 268. 


'Vhen Brennier's escape ,vas reported to Picton 
by an Irish officer, the general, never remarkab]e 
for suavity of ternper, hastily inquired, ,,"That 
the devil ,vere the -th doing ?" - " Faith," 
returned his informant, "I suppose they \vere 
asleep." "Asleep! - 'Vhat then ,vas the -th 
about?" and he named the next regiment in 
the line. -" Devil a one of Ine can tell," replied 
the lrishrnan cool1y; "but 111ay be they \vere 
,vatching the --th, for fear somebody ,vould 
"raken thelTI !" 


'* 'Yellington's Despatches, vol, vii. p. SiB. 
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INVESTMENT OF BADAJOZ, page 268. 


"Observing that aII the interior of the castle 
could be seen from a small fort situated on the 
heights of Christoval, on the Portuguese side of 
the Guadiana, and that the back of the front de- 
fence of the castle might be enfiladed from thence, 
it became clear, that should the fort be reduced, 
and heavy batteries erected within it, no body of 
men, exposed to their fire, could stand to dispute 
a breach in the wall, which formed the sole de- 
fence of the castle. That wall, from its unco- 
vered position, appeared liable to be battered 
down from a distance; and as, when in posses- 
sion of the castle, the resistance of the town must, 
under its comnlanding influence, cease, Badajoz 
might by this mode of attack be captured in a 
fortnight.". 


SIEGE OF BADAJOZ, page 269. 
Much of the success of a siege depends on the 
quality and endurance of its battering train, as well 
as the accurate service of the guns. In SOlne of 
the sieges undertaken by the Duke of"\\r elling- 
ton, his artillery were miserably deficient-and 


:Jic Jones's Account of the War. 



SIEGE OF BADAJOZ. 


279 


the \vonder is ho\v, \vith such inadequate means, 
he effected successful results in such brief time, 
and under the greatest disadvantages. A French 
Engineer, in alluding to the sieges, makes the 
follo,ving observations :-" There sat down before 
the place a besieging army of fourteen or fifteen 
thousand men, including three thousand Spa- 
niards, and two thousand Portuguese militia; 
and the artillery to be eJTIployed 31TIOunted to 
forty pieces, among \vhich are to be nUlnbered 
four IO-inch and six 8-inch ho\vitzers. Of mor- 
tars we possessed none; eight, therefore, out of 
the ten ho\vitzers ,vere directed to be used as 
such; and our guns, of ,vhich t\VO were 24-poun- 
del's, and four 16-pounders, ,vere all brass, and 
of Portuguese lIlanufacture. The engineers' stores 
collected on the occasion comprised three thou- 
sand five hundred entrenching tools, sixty thou- 
sand sand-bags, six hundred gabions, a very fe,v 
fascines, and an extremely inadequate quantity 
of splinter-proof timber and planks; 'v hilst, in- 
dependently of the officers, there ,vere attached 
to the departl11ent, one hundred and sixty- 
nine nlen of the line, to act as overseers, forty- 
eight carpenters, forty-eight lTIiners, and t\venty- 
fi \'e rank and file, of the corps of royal artificers. 
The chief engineer and principal director of 
the operations \vas Lieutenant-colonel .f"letcher. 
l\lajor Dixon, of the Portuguese artillery, ,vas at 
the head of that department; and Captains ROðS 
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and l\Iac l..eod were put in charge of two depðts, 
\vhich were established on each side of the "river." 


.. 


.. 


* 


* 


* 


" The first siege of Badajos by the English, being 
attempted ,vith forty bronze cannon of Portu- 
guese construction, the whole were rendered un- 
serviceable in a very short space of time, though 
loaded with po\vder not more than one-third of 
the weight of the balls, and discharged at the 
moderate rate of once only in eight lTIinutes; and 
the siege miscarried. The English attributed the 
quick deterioration of the cannon to the strength 
of their powder, and consequently they determin- 
ed to have no parks but such as were composed 
of cast-iron cannon from England. The latter ,vas 
the description of artillery which they employed 
when they attacked Ciudad Rodrigo in the Ja- 
nuary following. They established their bat- 
teries at a distance of about -500 yards (nzètres), 
from the escarp, and fired upon it incessantly, 
until they had opened t,vo practicable breaches; 
this. they effected in two-and-thirty hours and a 
half"s firing, and they carried the place in five 
days. 'fhere ,,'as not a single cannon which 
burst, or suffered injury, though each was fired a 
very considerable number of times in constant 
succession. The siege of lladajoz was resumed a 
second time, and the breaching batteries ,vere 
established at about 710 yards' distance (lJlÌ
treð'). 
1'he nnmber of cannon brought to bear was 
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sixteen 24-pounders, t\venty-four ] 8-pounders, and 
six 1110rtars of five inches and a half dianleter. 
'fhe attack began on the 30th of l\Iarch, and by 
the 6th of April three practicable breaches ,vere 
effected; that in the curtain ,vas forty feet broad; 
tllat on the flank ninety feet; and the third, 
\v hich \vas on the face of the bastion, ,vas 1.50 feet. 
The number of hours' firing was 104, and the num- 
ber of projectiles discharged 35,246. 'fhe results 
,vere the same during this siege as at tIle siege 
of Ciudad Rodrigo; not a single cannon burst, or 
becanle unserviceable, though the 24-pounders 
\vere fired in constant succession, at the rate of 
1249 discharges each." 
. * * * . 


" The siege of St. Sebastian affords a third in- 
stance of the extreme endurance of English cast- 
iron cannon. The breaching batteries, ,vhich 
\vere established at a distance of about 660 yards 
(1Jlèt1"es) froill the place, opened a breach 100 
feet broad in the escarp, against which they \vere 
directed, and it ,vas rendered practicable on the 
third day after the firing was first opened. The 
batteries were composed of thirty-four cannon, 
of ,,,l1Ìch t\venty ,,,ere 24-pounders. The sanle 
batteries being opened the next lTIorning, to Juake 
a second breach, effected one of thirty feet in 
breadth, after fifteen hours and a half's firing. 
During this interval each cannon discharged fronl 


oo to 350 shot \vithout being injured. Had it 
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been required to produce the sanle result with brass 
cannon, three times as many cannon would have 
been necessary, supposing the ordinary rate of 
firing to have been observed. During this siege, 
which ,vas twice resumed, several of the pieces 
\vithstood the discharge upwards of 9000 times in 
uninterrupted succession, '\vithout experiencing 
any material damage. Their fire ,vas so accurate 
at the last attack, that they were employed in 
throwing shrapnel-shells, filled with powder and 
balls, over the heads of the besiegers, for the pur- 
pose of driving away the besieged who lined the 
top of the breach. It was one of these shells 
which set fire to a quantity of obusses anò bonlbs 
that stood on the rampart, and occasioned an ex- 
plosion, which created so lTIuch confusion in the 
place as to produce its fall."* 


POLISH LANCERS AT ALBUERA, page 276. 


"During the hottest of the action, l\larshal 
Beresford exposed himself ,vith a degree of intre- 
pidity, which could hardly fail of spreading an ex- 
ample of heroislll around. He repeatedly dragged 
the Spanish officers from their ranks, cOlllpelling 
theln to lead their men forward, and show them 
the way; and when individually charged by a 
l)olish lancer, he grappled his adversary by the 


"* Thierry. 
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throat, and threw him from bis saddle. A very 
different fate attended the personal exertions of 
the Portuguese staff: rfhey, too, \vere charged 
by a single lancer, \vho knocked down one with 
the butt of his pike, over set another man and 
horse, and gave ample employment to the entire 
head-q uarters before he \vas fin all y despatched. 
These heroes declared that the man seemed pos- 
sessed by an evil spirit; and that ,vhen he fell at 
last, he literally bit the ground." 


*' 


. 


. 


* 


. 



'Fields far on the rear of the allies \vere 
stre\ved with the bodies of Polish lancers \v ho 
had penetrated singly beyond the contending 
parties. 'fhese desperadoes galloped about in all 
directions, spearing the \vounded men and their 
defenceless supporters ."t 


CHARACTER OF LE MARCHANT, page 280. 


General Ie l\Iarchant was a native of Guern- 
sey, and first attracted the notice of the late 
Duke of York, by assiduous attention to the duties 
of his profession, and a subsequent introduction of 
a ne\v system of s\vord-exercise into the British 
cavalry. He \,Tas greatly instrumental in esta- 
blishing the Royall\Iilitary College, of which he 
became Lieutenant-governor. In 1811 he \vas 
t Jones's History. 
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made a l\lajor-general, and joined the army of 
Portugal, in command of a brigade. 
The death of his lady obliged him to COlne 
home; but imillediately on the arrangement of 
some dOlnestic affairs, he resumed his forlner COIll- 
mand, and returned to tbe Peninsula. His son, 
an ensign in the Guards, was beside him when he 
fell. His country marked how highly it estimated 
Le l\farchant's value: by the lllunificent provision 
it made for his family, upon whom a pension of 
1,200 t. a year was settled at the suggestion of 
George IV, then Prince Regent. 


THE WOUNDED AT ALBUERA, pag'e 283. 


" The wounded of both armies were brought 
in promiscuously, and many of them laid in the 
streets and in the squares, till shelter could be 
allotted them; even for this inevitable neces- 
sity no order having been taken by the Spanish 
authorities. It is \vorthy of notice, that a greater 
proportion recovered of those \vho were left a 
night upon the field than of such as \vere earlier 
housed; and this is eXplained by the effect of 
free air in preventing fever." 
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LORD 'VELLINQTON'S ATTE
TIO.N TO THE \VOUNDED, 
pa
'e 290. 
C( In case I should move, I- must leave behind 
me t,vo-thirds of the small quantity of anl111U- 
nition I have remaining, having been obliged to 
give all the Portuguese carts, ,vhich had hitherto 
carried the anlmunition, to move the \vounded, 
and not having been able to procure in this 
country means of transport for anything." =I#: 


The follo,ving is a graphic but faithful descrip- 
tion of a military hospital after a battle :- 
" In the yard of a quinta,_ Of- noblelnan's house, 
I looked through the grating and saw about 200 
,,",ounded soldiers ,vaiting to have their linlbs 
amputated, ,,,,hile others ,vere arriving every mo- 
ment. It ,vould be difficult to convey an idea 
of the frightful appearance of these n1en; they 
had been ,,-ounded on the 5th, and this ,vas the 
7th; their lirnbs ,vere s\vollen to an enormous 
size, and the smell from the gun-shot ,vounds 
,vas dreadful. Some ,vere sitting upright against 
a ,vall, under the sllade of a number of chestnut- 
trees, and, as nlany of then1 ,vere \vounded in the 
head as ,veIl as in limbs, the ghastly countenances 
of those poor fello,vs presented a disn]al sight. 
The streanlS of gore \v hich had trickled do\vn their 
:it \y' ellington's Despatches, vol. v. p. 36. 
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cheeks ,vere quite hardened \vith the sun, and 
gave their faces a glazed and copper-coloured 
hue; their eyes were sunk and fixed; and 'v hat 
between the effects of the sun, of exhaustion, and 
despair, they reselnbled lllore a group of bronze 
figures than anything human. 'fhere they sat, 
silent and statue-like, waiting for their turn to 
be carried to the amputating tables. At the 
other side of the yard lay several ,vhose state 
was too hopeless for them to sit up; a feeble 
cry from them occasionally, to those ,vho were 
passing, for a drink of water, was all they 
uttered. 
" A little farther on, in an inner court, were the 
surgeons. They were stripped to their shirts and 
bloody. Curiosity led me forward: a number of 
doors, placed on barrels, served as temporary 
tables, and on these lay the different subjects 
upon WhOlll the surgeons were operating; to the 
right and left were arrns and legs, flung here and 
there without distinction, and the ground was 
dyed with blood." 
. * * * * 


" In an inner room was a young officer shot 
through the head,-his was a hopeless case. He 
was quite delirious, and obliged to be held down by 
two men; his strength was astonishing, and more 
than once, while I remained, he succeeded in 
escaping from the grasp of his attendants. The 
Scotch officer's servant soon after caIne in, and 
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stooping do\\rn inquired of his 111aster ho\y he 
felt, but received no reply; he had half turned 
on his face; the man took hold of his master's 
hand-it ,vas still ,varnl, but the pulse had ceased 
- he ,vas dead." t 


. . . * . 
" ,,-r e \vere about to leave the room \vhen ,ve per- 
ceived a paillasse in the corner, \vhich had hitherto 
escaped our notice; a pelisse of the 18th hussars 
served as a coverlet, a little round head ,vas upon 
the pillo\v; a vivid eye, \vith the countenance of 
a deadly pallid hue, bespoke a \vounded Irish- 
man. 'Do you belong to the 18tb?' -' Yes, 
plase your honour;' (the right hand at the saIne 
time carried up to the forelock.) '..L\re you 
,vounded ?'-' Yes, plase your honour;' (again the 
hand to the head.) ,"There ?'-' Run through 
the body, plase your honour.' c"r e verily believe 
he said t\vice through the body, but cannot charge 
our nlemory.) 'Are you in pain ?'-' Och! plase 
your honour, I 'n1 tolerably asy; tbe Frinch 
daacter blid me, and to-morro\v I shall see the 
old rigiment.' It is needless to say that "ye \vere 
deeply interested in this gallant feUo,,", ,vho bore 
his dangerous ,younds \\yith so Inuch composure; 
and it is a pleasing sequel to this anecdote to be 
able to state that he finally recovered." 
* * . . * 
" T,,"o singular cases of contusion of the brain 
\vere observed at this time in the hospitals: one man 


t " Reminiscences of a Subaltern." 
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did nothing but count, with a loud and deliberate 
voice, from forty to seventy, always beginning at 
one nlllnber and ending at the other, and this 
incessantly through the \vhole night. Another 
continually uttered the most extraordinary blas- 
phemies and curses, exhausting the ,vhole voca- 
bulary of malediction, without any apparent elllO- 
tion of anger. 'l'his case did not prove fatal, bu t 
the man was left in a state of helpless idiocy." 


EL BODON, page 295. 


" Nothing but the greatest discipline, the luost 
undaunted bravery, and a firm reliance on their 
officers, could have saved those devoted soldiers 
from total annihilation. 'fhey were attacked with 
a fury unexampled on three sides of the square; 
the French horsernen rode upon their bayonets; 
bu t, unshaken by the desperate position in which 
they were placed, they poured in their fire with 
such quickness and precision, that the cavalry 
retired in disorder." 


'It: 


>If: 


"" 


'It: 


. 


. 


"At the charge made by the whole of the 
French cavalry at EI Bodon on the square fornled 
by the 5th and 77th regiments, a French officer 
had his horse shot under him, and both fell 
together. The officer, although not much hurt, 
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Jay on the ground as if dead, and in this situ- 
ation \vould, in all probability, have escaped, 
as the French infantry \vere fast advancing to 
the relief of their cavalry, had it not been for 
a German hussar, one squadron of whom \vere 
engaged in the conflict, \v ho rode up to the 
spot, and nlade a cut at the officer lying on 
the ground; on \vhich, he immediately sprang 
up, and, with his s\vord at the guard, set the 
German at defiance. Another of the I(ing's Ger- 
man hussars then galloped up, and desired the 
French officer to surrender, \vhich he refused to 
do. The appearance of the officer in this position 
,vas truly heroic: he stood \vithout his cap; his 
head \vas bare, and some marks of blood were on 
his face. From the fine attitude he presented, 
and being a tall, athletic rnan, he strongly im- 
pressed the beholders \vith the belief that he 
\vould defend hinlself against both the hussars. 
At this time, Ensign Canch, of the 5th, ran out 
of the square, and \vas proceeding rapidly to the 
place, in the hope of inducing the officer to sur- 
render himself a prisoner; but the hussars, find- 
ing they \vere bamed, and could not subdue 
this brave man \vith the s\vord, had recourse to 
the pistol, \vith \vhich tbey killed hin), to tbe 
great regret of the British regiments that \\Tere 
looking on. This affair took place about half- 
way bet\veen the square already mentioned 
and the French cavalry, \vho \vere hovering 
VOL. II. U 
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about, after being repulsed by the 5th and 77th 
regiments. 
" 'Ve were informed by a prisoner taken at the 
time, that the officer who defended himself so 
gallantly against the two hussars, was an Irish- 
man, and the major of his regiment." * 


MARMONT'S MISTAKE, page 296. 


" l\Iarmont contented himself with making an 
exhibition of his force, and causing it to execute 
a variety of manæuvres in our presence; and, it 
must be confessed, that a spectacle more striking 
has rarely been seen. The large body of cavalry 
which followed us to our position, and had 
bivouacked during the night in the woods ad- 
joining, were first drawn up in compact array, as 
if waiting for the signal to push on. By and by, 
nine battalions of infantry, attended by a propor- 
tionate quantity of artillery, made their appear- 
ance, and formed into columns, lines, echelons, 
and squares. Towards noon, twelve battalions 
of the Imperial Guard came upon the ground in 
one solid mass; and as each soldier was decked 
out with feathers and shoulder-knots of a bloody 
hue, their appearance was certainly imposing in 
no ordinary degree. The solid column, however, 


" * Reminiscences of a Subaltern." 
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soon deployed into columns of battalions - a 
movement \vhich ,vas executed with a degree 
of quickness and accuracy quite admirable; and 
then, after having performed several other evo- 
lutions \vith equal precision, the Guards piled 
their arms, and prepared to bivouac. Next caIne 
another division of infantry in rear of the Guards, 
and then a fresh column of cavalry, till it ,vas 
. 
computed that the enemy had collected on this 
single point a force of not less than twenty-five 
thousand men. Nor did the muster cease to go 
on as long as daylight lasted. To the very latest 
moment \ve could observe nlen, horses, guns, 
carriages, tUlnbrils, and amillunition-\vaggons, 
flocking into the encalnpment; as if it \vere the 
design of the French General to bring his 'v hole 
disposable force to bear against the position of 
Fuente Guinaldo." * 


FALL OF TARRAGON A, pag"e 804. 


"The French batteries opened at daylight on 
the 28th June, and by ten o'clock a practicable 
breach \vas formed: the besiegers then appeared 
perfectly quiet, firing only an occasional round 
or two; but \vhen the heat of the day \vas a little 
past, they suddenly rushed to the assault. The 
defenders made but a slight resistance, and in a 
",. Lord Londonderry. 


u2 



292 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
few minutes the French columns were in the 
streets, and imn1ediately gave loose to every 
species of licentiousness. Some thousands of the 
citizens perished by individual atrocity; whilst 
a continued fire from the batteries swept a\vay 
crowds of trembling fugitives, who fled to the 
sea-side and sought refuge in the boats of the 
squadron. The British seamen gallantly rescued 
many \vithin reach of the very sabres of the 
enelny's dragoons, who charged amongst the 
defenceless 111ass, cutting and slashing in every 
direction. In a word, it was a French arnlY 
licensed to pursue its own inclinations; and scenes 
such as are read with distrust in the ancient 
historians, are attested by some thousand wit- 
nesses yet alive to have been acted here.". 
General Suchet's o\vn statement is as follows: 
" 1"be rage of the soldiers was increased by the 
obstinacy of the garrison, who expected to be 
relieved, and who were prepared to sally out. 
The fiftieth assault made yesterday in the middle 
of the day to the inner ,vorks was followed by 
a frightful massacre, with little loss on our side. 
1'he terrible example, \vhich I foresaw with 
regret in my last report to your Highness, has 
taken place, and will be long remen1 bered in 
Spain. Four thousand nlen were killed in the 
streets; ten or twelve thousand attempted to 
save theIIlselves by getting over the walls, a 
.. Jones's Account of the 'Var. 
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thousand of \vhom \vere sabred or àro\vned: \ve 
have Blade 10,000 prisoners, including 500 offi- 
cers, and in the hospitals remain 1500 \vounded, 
\vhose lives have been spared." 


SIEGE PRACTICE AXD RA
GE OF BATTERING GUNS, 
page 315. 


The probability of hitting the same object at 
different ranges, \vith the same gun, lTIay be con- 
sidered to be in the inverse ratio of the distances 
respectively; the advantage, ho,vever, being al- 
\vays in favour of guns at or under the line of 
metal. 
The probabilities of hitting objects of various 
size, the gun and range being the same, are sorne- 
\v hat in the ratio of the square roots of the sur- 
faces fired at. 
Of any given nunlber of rounds, ,,'ith 24-poun- 
ders of nine feet six inches, under favourable 
circumstances, the range being accurately ascer- 
tained, the object on, or nearly on, a level \vith 
the gun-the traverse or trunnion-axis of the 
gun-being horizontal, the follo\ving proportion 
of shot may be expected to hit \vithout grazing: 
Range in yards 600 I 900 11200 11500 1 1800 
..A six feet target, 36 square ft. i I t I 1- I -& 1 t 
A nine feet target, 81 squa. re ft. t I j- J t 1 -l 1 -f:r 
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Ranges of a 32-pounùer long gun, 9 
 feet, charge 10 Ibs. II oz. 
powder, single shot, initial velocity 1600 feet. 
Elevation in Degrees. 
RL I t I I lIt I 2 I 2t I 3 I 3t I 4 I 4t I 5 I 5t 1 6 
Range in Yards. 
100 I 390 1 670 1 900 11000112501 1390 11515 116301 1740 11850 I 1955 12055 
Pirst Differences. 
280 1230 1190 11601140 1125 1115 1110 1110 11051100 


Secolld Differences. 
50 I 40 I 30 I 20 I 15 I 10 I 5 I 0 I 5 I 5 


CHARACTER OF GENERAL CRAWFORD, page 319. 


General Crawford entered the army at an early 
age, and had seen much and varied service. In 
the short interval of peace, he visited the Con- 
tinent to improve himself in the scientific 
branches of his profession, and afterwards served 
in two Indian campaigns under Lord Cornwallis. 
After some unimportant employments on the 
Continent, he joined the disgraceful expedition 
against Buenos Ayres, and subsequently served 
with the army of Sir John l\loore, in command 
of the light brigade. After the retreat, he joined 
Sir Arthur 'Vellesley the morning after Talavera, 
and became most deservedly a favourite of tllat 
commander. 
Crawford's military talents are admitted to 
have been of the first order. An enthusiast re- 
garding martial glory, he sought every oppor- 
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tunity to distinguish himself. In the affair of 
the Coa - at Busaco and Fuentes d'Onoro, he 
established an undying reputation. "1 ellington's 
despatch contained his \vell-earned eulogy-and 
the breach before \vhich he fell, ,vas fitly chosen 
as a last resting-place for the fearless leader of 
the gallant light brigade. 
The follo\ving very able sketch of the respec- 
tive dispositions and abilities of Cra\vford and 
Picton, places their characters in a striking light. 
"T e agree with Colonel Napier, in a\varding to 
Cra,vford the possession of higher military talents 
than Picton eyer exhibited - and we are con- 
'7inced, had both lived, and both been elnploy- 
ed in active service, that Cra\vford ,voldd have 
sho\ved himself the abler officer. To compare 
either to "T ellington, is nothing but egregious 
folly. Both undoubtedly ""ere brave, ready, and 
intelligent - but to nalI1e them ,vith the master- 
spirit of the age, is an act of very injudicious 
friendship. 
"Picton and Cra,vford \vere, however, not 
fornled by nature to act cordially together. The 
stern countenance, robust frallle, saturnine com- 
plexion, caustic speech, and austere demeanour 
of the first, promised little synlpathy \vith the 
short thick figure, dark flashing eyes, quick 
movements, and fiery temper of the second; nor, 
jndeed, did they often meet \vithout a quarrel. 
Nevertheless, they had many points of resem- 
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blance in their characters and fortunes. Botb 
were inclined to harshness, and rigid in COln- 
mand; both prone to disobedience, yet exacting 
entire submission from inferiors; and they \vere 
alike ambitious and craving of glory. 'fhey both 
possessed decided 11lilitary talents - \vere enter- 
prising, and intrepid; yet neither were remark- 
able for skill in handling troops under fire. 'fhis, 
also, they had in comrI1on, they both, after dis- 
. tinguished services, perished in arn1S flghting 
gallantly, and being celebrated as generals of 
division while living, have since their death 
been injudiciously spoken of as rivalling their 
great leader in war. That they \vere officers 
of mark and pretension is unquestionable, and 
Crawford lllore so than Picton, because the latter 
never had a separate command, and his oppor- 
tunities were necessarily more circumscribed; 
but to cOll1pare either to the Duke of 'Velling- 
ton, displays ignorance of the lTIen, and of the 
art they professed. If they had even compre- 
hended the profound military and political com- 
binations he was conducting, the one ,vould care- 
fully have avoided fighting on the Coa, and the 
other, far frolll refusing, ,vould have ergerly prof- 
fered his support." .. 


.. 
apicr, 
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CH.\IL\CTER OF GE
ERAL 
IACKI
NO
, pag'e 319. 


Generall\Iackinnon \vas the younger son of the 
chieftain of Clan 1\Iackinnoll. He ,vas born near 
"Tinchester, and conlmenced his military educa- 
tion in France. At fiftéen he entered the army, 
served three years as lieutenant in the 43rd, raised 
an independent company, and exchanged into 
the Colùstrean1 Guards. In Ireland he \yas 
brigade-major to General Nugent, and served 
at the Helder, in Egypt, and at Copenhagen. In 
1809, he joined Sir Arthur "r ellesley, \",as pre- 
sent at the passage of the Douro, and had t\VO 
horses killed at Talavera. At Busaco he re- 
ceived thanks upon the field - and after some 
sharp affairs ,vith the French rear-guard during 
.l\Iassena's retreat, led the last charge in person 
at Fuentes d'Onoro, \v hich left the British in 
undisputed possession of the field. 
In 1'lackinnon's character there ,vas no trait 
\vanting to form the perfect soldier. To the high- 
est intellectual endO\\Ylnents, he united, " a gentle 
n1anner, \vith a dauntless soul." l\Iarried to a 
\voman "rorthy of a brave lnan's love, his passion 
for military glory had allo\ved him little space 
to enjoy that quiet happiness that generally nraits 
011 \\Tedded life. His selected profession demand- 
ed the sacrifice - a comnland \vas offered - he 
accepted it, and left a happy honle. _\.t last his 



298 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
health declined-a change of air was recommend- 
ed - he reI uctantly consented to leave the Penin- 
sula for a season-and, for the last time, revisited 
England. 
"\Valking one evening in the garden, his lady 
led him to a spot where, with all a woman's 
pride, she had planted a laurel to commemorate 
every action in which her beloved one had been 
victorious. l\lackinnon, deeply affected, turned 
away, whispering, "Alas! love, the cypress ,viII 
be the next!" 
No leader was ever more deeply regretted. 
The brigade immediately under bis command 
adored hÏ1n; and those who survived the explo- 
sion, dug a grave inside the breach, and there 
hastily entombed the body of their gallant gene- 
ral. After the confusion ceased, the officers of 
the Coldstream Guards raised bis honoured re- 
mains, and interred theln at Espeja with military 
honours. 
But this lalnented chief found a mourner even 
in an enemy. During l\lackinnon's earlier resi- 
dence in France, Napoleon, then a n1ilitary student 
in Dauphine, formed an intimacy with the family 
of the deceased. Consequently, he became a re- 
gular visiter at their chateau, and it would appear, 
that in after days of pride and po\ver, 11e never 
forgot the hospitality offered to him, when he 
,vas but a nalneless cadet. At the peace of 
.1\n1Ïens he invited the family to visit France- 
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and \vhen he heard l\Iackinnon named alnong 
those \,rho had fallen at Ciudad Rodrigo, it is 
said that NapoJeon betrayed un\vonted regret at 
the decease of a youthful friend, \"ho seemed to 
hold a place in earlier affections, before ,"var and 
conquest had "steeled his heart, and seared his 
bro\v." 



IARMO
T'S COKFIDENTIAL DESPATCH TO BERTHIER, 
page 320. 


" THE letter in question ,vas-dated from l\Ierida, 
at a period posterior to the relief of Badajoz, and 
the consequent retrogression of our divisions. It 
began by informing his Excellency the Prince of 
N eufchatel, that having succeeded, in conj unc- 
tion \vith the Duke of Dalmatia, in raising the 
siege of Badajoz, the ,"vriter had since directed his 
undivided attention to tIle reorganisation and re- 
establisillnent of discipline in the army of Por- 
tugal. The system of requisitions, and the irre- 
gularity of supply, had been carried, it was con- 
tinued, to so great a height, that the arll1Y \vas 
become little better than a rabble of banditti; 
nor could anything be attell1pted, \vith the slight- 
est prospect of success, tiU the method should be 
entirely changed, and the troops provided and 
paid in such a manner as to render thenl both 
contented and nlanageable. To accomplish this 



300 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
the l\Iarshal was then devising plans; and he 
earnestly pressed for instructions and assistance 
from the Emperor in carrying them into execution. 
" In addition to this despatch frOITI l\larmont, 
a letter froill General Tresion, chief of the staff: 
,vas like,vise intercepted; but it contained little 
calculated to interest, except an explicit declara- 
tion that the French troops were unable to cope 
\vith the English, and that their best chance of 
success lay in manæuvring."* 


ANECDOTES OF THE STORM OF CIUDAD RODRIGO, 
page 321. 


" "fhe first men that surmounted the difficulties 
the breach presented, were a sergeant and t\VO 
privates of the 88th. rrhe French, who still 
relIlained beside the gun, whose sweeping fire 
had hitherto been so fatal to those who led the 
storm, attacked these brave n1en furiously - a 
desperate hand - to - hand encounter succeeded. 
The Irishmen, undaunted by tbe superior num- 
ber of their assailants, laid five or six of the gun- 
ners at their feet. The struggle \vas observed- 
and some soldiers of the 5th regiment scrambled 
up to the assistance of their gallant cOlllrades- 
and the remnant of the French gunners perished 
by their bayonets. 


· Lord Londonderry. 
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. 


. 


. 


.. 


,. 


" Lieutenant l\Iackie, ,vho led the forlorn-hope, 
bad n1iraculously escaped \vithout a \vound-and 
pressing 'over the dying and the dead,' he 
reached the further bank of the retrenclul1ent, 
and found himself in solitary possession of the 
street beyond the breach, \vhile the battle still 
raged behind him."* 


'.rhe follo\ving anecdote is descriptive of those 
personal affairs that the '/12élée attendant on the 
first entrance of a defended town so frequently 
produces. The actor, since dead, ,vas a persona] 
and an attached friend of the author. 
"Each affray in the streets \vas conducted in 
the best Inanner tbe mOlnent 'vouid adlnit of, and 
decided more by personal valour than discipline, 
and in some instances officers as ,veIl as privates 
11ad to combat ,vith the imperial troops. In one 
of those encounters, Lieu tenant George Faris, of 
the 88th, by an accident so likely to occur in an 
affair of this kind, separated a little too far frolIl 
a dozen or so of his regiment, found himself op- 
posed to a French soldier, who apparently ,vas 
silnilarl y placed: it ,vas a curious coincidence, 


"* The selection of anecdotes connected with an Irish re- 
giment might appear a national partiaJity: but at this period 
of the calnpaign the Rangers had been heavi1y engaged. Their 
casualties, frOl11 the investment of Rodrigo to the fall of Ba- 
dajoz-six-and-twenty days -amounted to twenty-five officers 
and five hundred and fifty-six n1en I 
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and it ,,,"ould seem as if each felt that lie indi- 
vidually was the representative of the country to 
which he belonged; and had the fate of the t'\vo 
nations hung upon the issue of the combat I am 
about to describe, it could not have been more 
heroical1y contested. The Frenchman fired at, 
and wounded Faris in the thigh, and n1ade a 
desperate push with his bayonet at his body, but 
Faris parried the thrust, and the bayonet only 
lodged in his leg; he saw at a glance the peril of 
his situation, and that nothing short of a miracle 
could save hiIn; the odds against hhn were too 
great, and if he continued a scientific fight, he 
must inevitably be vanquished; he sprang for- 
ward, and seizing hold of the Frenchman by the 
collar, a struggle of a most nervous kind took 
place; in their mutual efforts to gain an advan- 
tage, they lost their caps, and as they were men 
of nearly equal strength, it was doubtful what the 
issue would be. They were so entangled with 
each other, their weapons \vere of no avail, but 
Faris at length disengaged himself from the grasp 
which held him, and he was able to use his sabre; 
he pushed the Frenchman frOln him, and ere he 
could recover himself he laid his head open near- 
ly to the chin: his sword-blade, a heavy, soft, 
ill-made Portuguese one, was doubled up with 
the force of the blow, and retained some pieces 
of skull and clotted hair! At this moment I 
reached the spot with about twenty IDen, COln- 
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posed of different regiments, all being by this 
time lnixed pell-mell ,vith each other. I ran up 
to Faris-he ,vas nearly exhausted, but he ,vas 
safe. "fhe French grenadier lay upon the pave- 
ment, \vhile Faris, though tottering from fatigue, 
held his sword firmly in his grasp, and it was 
crimsoned to the very hilt." * 
It is strange ho\v the lighter occurrences of hu- 
man life ridiculously intermingle with its graver 
concerns. An officer with a shattered leg cra\vl- 
ed into the corner of a traverse to avoid the rush 
of friends and foes, each equally fatal. Presently 
the contest changed from his neighbourhood, and 
the adjacent streets ,vere deserted. 
An hour passed - none disturbed his melan- 
choly rest - \vhen a footstep ,vas heard, and an 
88th 111an staggered round the corner \vith a 
bundle of sundry articles he had Inanaged to 
collect. Unable to get further he placed it be- 
neath his head-fixed his bayonet-and lay do\vn 
to sleep in peace. In a fe\v filoments a Portu- 
guese-canlp follo,ver peeped round the corner, 
looked suspiciously about, substituted a truss of 
stra\v for the bundle, and absconded with the 
plunder the drunken Ranger had, as he Î1nagin- 
ed, so caref uIl y secured. 


:If, Grattan. 
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MARCH FROM RODRIGO, page 321. 
"Ill as I was, in common ,vith many others, 
,vho, like lTIyself, lay wounded, and ,vere unable 
to accompany onf friends, I arose from my truss 
of straw to take a parting look at the remnant of 
my regilTIent as it Blustered on the parade; but, 
in place of upwards of seven hundred gallant 
soldiers, and six-and-twenty officers, of the former 
there were not three hundred, and of the latter 
but five! 


=If: 


=If: 


*' 


=If: 


=If: 


"The drums of the division beat a ruffle; the 
officers took their stations; the bands played; 
the soldiers cheered; and, in less than half an 
hour, the spot which, since the 17th of the pre- 
ceding month, had been a scene of the greatest 
excitement, was now a lone and deserted waste, 
having no other occupants than disabled or dying 
officers and sold iers, or the corpses of those that 
had fallen in the strife. The contrast 'vas indeed 
great, and of that cast that made the most un- 
reflecting think, and the reflecting feel. The 
sound of the drums died away; the division was 
no longer visible, except by the glittering of 
their firelocks: at length \ve lost sight of even 
this; and we were left alone, like so lTIany out- 
casts, to make the best of our way to the hospi- 
tals in lladajoz." * 
· "Grattan. Reminiscences," &c. 



305 


SUMMARY OF THE SIEGES, pag'e 325. 


" The town of Badajoz contains a population of 
about 16,000, and, ,vithin the space of thirteen 
months, experienced the miseries attendant upon 
a state of siege three several tirnes. The first was 
undertaken by Lord Beresford, to\vards the end of 
April 18] 1, \vho ,vas obliged to abandon opera- 
tions by Soult advancing to its relief, and ,vhich 
led to the battle of J\lbuera on the 16th of l\lay. 
"The second siege ,vas by Lord "r eBington 
in person, \vho, after the battle of Fuentes 
d'Onoro, directed his steps to,vards the south 
,vith a portion of the allied arnlY. Operations 
commenced on the 30th of l\Iay, and continued 
till the lOth of June, ,vhen the siege was again 
abandoned; Soult having a second time ad- 
vanced in combined operation \vith the army of 
1\larlnont frOin the north. The allies continued 
the blockade of the to\vn till the 17th, when 
they recrossed the Guadiana, and took up a 
position on the Caya. 
"The third siege, again undertaken by Lord 
l\T el1ington in person, \vas begun on the 17th 
of l\Iarch 18] 2, and continued \"ithout inter- 
ruption till the 6th of April, when it fell by 
assault, after a most deterlnined and gallant re- 
sistance on the part of the French."* 


.. Mackie. 


VOL. I. 


x 
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" G. O.-page 342. 
" Camp before Badajoz, 7th April 1812. 
1. " It is now full time that the plunder of 
Badajoz should cease. 
" G. O. 
2. " The Commander of the Forces has ordered 
the provost-marshal into the to,vn; he has orders 
to execute any men he may find in the act of 
plunder after he shall arrive there." 



, G. o. 
" Camp before Badajoz, 8th April 1812. 
3. " The Commander of the Forces is sorry to 
learn, that the brigade in Badajoz, instead of 
being a protection to the people, plunder them 
more than those who stormed the town. 
6. " 'fhe Commander of the Forces calls upon 
the staff-officers of the arnlY, and the cOlnmand- 
ing and other officers of regiments, to assist him 
in putting an end to the disgraceful scenes of 
drunkenness and plunder, which are going on 
in Badajoz." 


" G. O. 
" Fuente Guinaldo, 10th June 1812. 
7. " The Commander of the Forces is sorry to 
observe, that the outrages so frequently com- 
mitted by soldiers \vhen absent frorn their regi- 
ments, and the disgraceful scenes which have 
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occurred upon the storlning of Badajoz, have had 
the effect of rendering the people of the country 
enemies instead of friends to the army. " 


RE
fARKS ON THE FALL OF BADAJOZ, page 343. 


"Description, however, conveys but a faint 
idea of the imposing nature of such mode of 
defence. The doors of success ,vere certainly 
thro,vn open; but they ,vere so vigilantly 
guarded, the approach to thenl so stre,vn ,yith 
difficulties, and the scene altogether so appalling, 
that, instead of its being a disparagement to the 
troops to have failed in forcing through them, 
is it not rather a subject for pride and exultation 
that they had firmness to persevere in the at- 
tempt tin recalled ?"* 


NAPOLEON'S POLITICAL A
D l\ULITARY STATE, 
page 346. 
"At the period of the re-capture of Ciudad 
Rodrigo and Badajoz, Buonaparte stood on the 
pinnacle of fanle and po,ver: his empire stretched 
from the Elbe to the Pyrenées, and from the 
shores of the northern to those of the Adriatic 
Sea: \vhilst throughout all continental Europe 


· Jones's Account of the "Tar. 


x2 
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his military supremacy was adrnitted and feared. 
As proof of the latter assertion, it need only be 
recalled to Inemory, that the various arbitrary 
decrees which, in the arrogance of uncontrolled 
authority, he from time to time issued, to cramp 
and confine the industry of the world, were obey- 
ed without a hostile movement. The po\verful 
and the \veak equally yielded them a full though 
reluctant compliance: even Russia, doubly se- 
cured against his interference by her immense 
extent and distant situation, deemed it prudent 
to submit; till at length the prosperity of her 
empire being threatened by a long adhesion, she 
endeavoured, by friendly representations, to ob- 
tain an exemption. Tfhese failing in effect, the 
discussion had, at this time, assumed the charac- 
ter of angry remonstrance, the usual precursor 
of war; but, as a long series of overbearing con- 
duct and insulting replies had failed to drive 
her into open resistance, it cannot be doubted 
that it depended on Buonaparte, by conciliatory 
and friendly attention, to preserve her as an 
ally. No external interference, or the appre- 
hension of it, therefore, existed, to divert his 
attention from the affairs of Spain; and the im- 
partial historian, of whatever country he may be, 
is bound to record, that those brilliant triumphs 
over the French armies were obtained by the 
Portuguese and British, when Buonaparte ,vas 
in amity with all the rest of the world, and his 
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Inilitary elnpire in the zenith of its strength 
and glory."* 


BIVOUACS, page 352. 


" Our bivouac, as l1lar be supposed, presented 
an animated appearance; groups of soldiers cook- 
ing in one place; in another, SOine dozens col- 
lected together, listening to accounts brought 
from the \vorks by some of their companions 
whom curiosity had led thither; others relating 
their past battles to any of the young soldiers 
\vho had not as yet COllle hand-to-hand ,vith a 
Frenchman; others dancing and singing; officers' 
servants preparing dinner for their masters, and 
officers themselves, dressed in 'v hatever \vay 
best suited their taste or convenience, mixed 
\vith the men, ,vithout any distinguishing mark 
of uniform to denote their rank." 


*' 



!.< 
7i"" 



!.< 
7i"" 


* 


* 


" The whole appearance of ""hat had been a 
French bivouac for a fortnight ,vas perfectly 
characteristic of that nation. Some clever con- 
trivances for cooking, rude arnl-racks, a rough 
table, and benches to sit round it, still remained; 
\vhile one gentleman had amused himself by 
dra\ving likenesses of British officers \vith a 
burnt stick, in ,vhich face, figure, and costume, 


* Jones's Account of the 'Yare 
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were most ridiculously caricatured ; while an- 
other
 a votary of the gentle art of poesy, had 
immortalized the charms of his mistress in dog- 
grel verses, scratched upon the boards \vith the 
point of a bayonet."t 
* * * * * 
"In bivouacs, the squabble for quarters is 
extended and transferred to a choice and dispute 
for the possession of trees; and I have heard of 
officers being, sorely against their \viII, flushed 
like owls, and nlade to decamp from an ever- 
green oak, or other ulnbrageous tree. 
" Nothing more exelnplifies the vicissitudes of 
a soldier's life, than the different roofs that cover 
our heads \vithin a week: one day we have all 
the advantages of a palace, and the next the dirt 
and misery of the worst chaurniere, sonletiInes 
even in tIle same day. A fortnight ago, just 
after the battle of Orthez, opposite Aire, our 
regiment being in the advance, \ve established 
ourselves in a magnificent chateau, certainly the 
best-furnished house I have seen since I left 
England, decorated with a profusion of fine or- 
molu clocks. Just as we had congratulated our- 
selves on our good luck, and prospect of comfort, 
and I had chosen for myself a red damask bed
 
an a,vful bustle was heard, indicative of no good, 
as was speedily proved to our discomfiture. 
'''''hethel' it ,vas a judglnent upon us for looking 


t " The Bivouac." 



BIVOUACS. 


311 


so high as a chateau, on the principle of those 
,vho exalt themselves being abased, I leave to 
divines to decide; but \ve quickly learned, that 
in consequence of the fourth division treading on 
our heels, and Sir Lo,vry Cole having as sharp 
an eye for an eligible chateau as ourselves, he 
had ordered his aide-de-camp to oust all its in- 
mates under the ranK of a lllajor-generaI. 
" Though possession, in civil nlatters, is said to 
be nine points of the la,v, it does not hold good 
in military affairs; and as the articles of ,var, as 
,veIl as the gospel, teach us to avoid kicking 
against the pricks, like the 'll'ell.bred dog, (1 dare 
say you have heard of,) ,ve ,valked out to pre- 
vent being more forcibly ejected. 
" This highly satisfactory incident took place in 
a sho,ver of rain; and the only building near the 
manor.house ,vas a nlin, belonging to the estate, 
and into this ,ve crept, and ,vere doomed, instead 
of splEndour, quiet, and cleanliness, and the har- 
monious chiming of the or-molu clocks, to put 
up (certainly not to be satisfied) ,vith the bare 
walls, the eternal clack of the mill, and a con- 
siderable loss of good English blood, from the 
attacks of thousands of hostile French fleas.". 


,.,. "Hussar's Lifp on Service." 
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TE DEUl\f AT SALAMANCA, page 361. 


""fhe scene was grand and inlpressive, the spa- 
cious, noble building crowded to excess, and the 
ceremony performed with all the pomp and splen- 
dour of Catholic worship. The pealing organ 
never poured its tones over a more brilliant, 
varied, or chivalrous audience. Fro describe the 
variety of groups would be endless: the eye, 
wandering through the expanse of building, could 
seldoln rest twice on objects of similarity. All 
the pomp of a great episcopal seat was displayed 
on the occasion. Contrasted with the sombre 
dresses of the numerous officiating clergy, the 
scarlet uniforrns of the British were held in re- 
lief by the dark Spanish or Portuguese costume. 
The Spanish peasant, in all the simplicity and 
cleanliness of his dress, appeared by the Inusta- 
ched and fierce-looking Guerilla; while the nu- 
merous mantillas and ,vaving fans of the Spanish 
ladies attracted attention to the dark voluptuous 
beauties of Castile." * 


OFFICIAL RETURNS, pag'e 306. 


Allied casualties in the sieges of San Vincente, 
Las Cayetanos, La .l\lerced, and on the heights 
;It Leith Hay. 
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of Villares, from the 16th to the 27th June, 
inclusive. 
Killed 115; \vounded 
12; missing 13; 
total 540." 


AFFAIR A1' CASTREJO
, page 364. 


Casualties of the allies on the 18th July 1812. 
Killed 95; \vounded 393; missing 54; total 
542.t 


SALAMANCA, page 374. 


" An error of one of their generals gave him the 
opportunity he desired, availing hinlself of \vhich, 
he fell upon them like a thunderbolt; and the 
issue of the attack \vas as decided a rout upon 
the part of the French, as \vas, perhaps, ever ex- 
perienced by any arnlY. rrheir broken and dis- 
c0111fited masses, s\vept a\vay before our victorious 
troops, \vere precipitated upon the Tormes, in 
crossing ,vhich many ,vere dro\vned. Had it not 
been for the protection afforded them by the night 
immediately coming on - for it ,vas four in the 
evening before the action comnlenced -fe,v of 
theln could have escaped. As it "Tas, although 
prevented follo\ving up the victory to the full 


.. "? ellington's Despatches. 


t Ibid. 
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extent, the trophies of the day \vere t-.vo eagles, 
t\velve pieces of cannon, and 10,000 prisoners. 
" It has been said, how far ,vith truth the Edi- 
tor is not aware, that the Duke of Wellington 
has been heard to express himself to this effect,- 
, that if required to particularise any of the bat- 
tles in which he commanded for the purpose, that 
Salamanca is the one on which he would be best 
contented to rest his reputation as a general.' 
'Vhen we consider the infinite skill "\vith \vhich, 
during the ,previous operations, he out-Inanæuvred 
his opponents, rendering their superiority of num- 
bers of no avail, the eagle-eyed sagacity that saw 
the error of the French commander, and the 
prolllptness and decision with which he turned it 
to his purpose, ending, as it did, in the total dis- 
comfiture and rout of the enelllY, it is by no 
means improbable that such is his opinion, al- 
though it Inay never have been so openly ex- 
pressed. On cOlnparing it even with the most 
brilliant of his other victol:ies, such, no doubt, will 
be the opinion of most military men. 
" The allied loss in the battle of the 22nd, and 
previous operations, was nearly 6,000; the Spanish 
proportion being !'tf)O 'J11en killed and four wounded." * 


:J(c l\Iackie. 
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ANECDOTES OF SALAj\IA
CA, pag'e 376. 


" Capt. Brotherton, of the 14th dragoons, fight- 
ing on the 18th at Guarena, anlongst the forelnost, 
as he \vas al\vays \vont to do, had a s\vord thrust 
quite through his side; yet, on the 22nd, he \vas 
again on horseback, and being denied leave to 
remain in that condition \vith his o\vn regiment, 
secretly joined Pack's Portuguese in an undress, 
and ,vas again hurt in the unfortunate charge at 
the Arapiles. Such \vere the officers. A man of 
the 43rd, one by no Ineans distinguished above 
his comrades, \\'as shot through the middle of the 
thigh, and ]ost his shoes in passing the marshy 
strealn; but, refusing to quit tlie fight, he 
limped under fire in rear of his regiment, and, 
with naked feet, and streaming of blood from his 
\voúnd, he marched for several miles over a coun- 
try covered \vith sharp stones! Such "'ere the 
the soldiers; and the devotion of a \vornan \vas 
not \vanting to the illustration of this great day. 
" The ,vife of Colonel Dalbiac, an English lady 
of a gentle disposition, and possessing a very deli- 
cate frame, had braved the dangers and endured 
the privations of t\VO campaigns, with the patient 
fortitude \vhich belongs only to her sex; and in 
this battle, forgetful of everything but that strong 
affection \vhich had so long supported her, she 
rode deep alnidst the enelny's fire; trelnbling, yet 
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irresistibly impelled forwards by feelings more 
imperious than horror, Inore piercing than the 
fear of death."t 


* . * * * 
" At the sale of some deceased officer's effects at 
Salamanca, the Inan who officiated as auctioneer 
on one occasion, on producing a prayer-book as 
the next lot for competition, remarked, that" he 
must indeed be a brave Inan who purchased it, as 
that was the fourth time during a month he had 
submitted it for sale." 


t Napier. 



nET AILS AND A
ECDOTES. (' OLe II.) 


B -\ TTLE OF SALA)IASCA, page 2. 


"THE soldiers endured much during the first 
t,,,,o or three days after the battle, and the in- 
ferior officers' sufferings ,vere still more heavy and 
protracted. fhey had no mone)T, and many sold 
their horses and other property to sustain life; 
some actually died of ''''ant; and though "r elling- 
ton, hearing of this. gave orders that they should 
be supplied from the purveyor's stores in the 
same manner as the soldiers, the relief canle too 
late." 


Casualties, British, Portuguese, and Spanish. 
British. Portuguese. Spanish. 


I
illed 694 304 2 
'V ounded . 4210 . 1552 4 
l\Iissing . l)"6 182 0 
....;J 
Total 5220 . . 2038 6 
Grand total . 7264. 


CASUALTIES OF SALA
L\
CA, page 3. 


Lord "or ellington ,yas contused on the thigh 
by a spent ball, ,vhich passed through his holster. 
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Throughout most of the day, himself and staff 
were constantly exposed to the fire of the enemy. 
General Cotton's misfortune was still more an- 
noying, as he ,vas wounded in the dark by the 
Inistake of a Potuguese sentinel. 


WELLIKGTON'S PRIVATE LETTERS, page 5. 


The follo,ving passages are extracted from two 
letters addressed by Lord 'Vellington to Earl 
Bathurst and Sir Tholnas Grahatll, dated from 
Flores de Avila, on the 24th and 25th July 
1812. The light and playful manner in ,vhich 
he alludes to the glorious victory just achieved 
is extremely characteristic of "the great Captain." 


" I hope that you ,,,in be pleased with our 
battle, of \v hich the despatch contains as accurate 
an account as I can give you. There was no mis- 
take; everything went on as it ought; and there 
. never was an army so beaten in so short a time. 
If \ve had had another hour or t\VO of daylight, 
not a man ,vould have passed the Tormes; and, 
as it was, they \vould all have been taken if -- 
---- had left the garrison in Alba de '.formes, 
as I wished and desired; or having taken it 
away, as I believe, before he ,vas a,vare of my 
wishes, he had infornled nle that it ,vas not there. 
If he had, I should have marched in the night 
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upon Alba, where I should have caught them 
all, instead of upon the fords of the Tormes." 


* * * . * 
" I took up the ground which you were to have 
taken during the siege of Salamanca, only the 
left was thrown back on the heights; it being 
unnecessary, under the circumstances, to cover the 
ford of Saint l\lartha. 'Ve had a race for the 
large Arapiles, which is the ITIOre distant of the 
t\VO detached heights \vhich you will recollect 
on the fight of your position: this race the 
French ,von, and they were too strong to be 
dislodged ,vithout a general action. I kne\v that 
the French \vere to be joined by the cavalry of 
the army of the North on the 22nd or 23rd, 
and that the army of the Centre was likely to 
be in motion. l\larlnont ought to have given 
me a pont d'or, and he would have made a hand- 
some operation of it. But, instead of that, after 
nlanæuvring all the morning in the llsual French 
style, nobody kne\v with what object, he at last 
pressed upon my right in such a lTIanner, at 
the same tilDe \vithout engaging, that he \vould 
have either carried our Arapiles, or he would 
have confined us entirely to our position. This 
\vas not to be endured, and \ve fell upon him, 
turning his left flank; and I never saw an 
army receive sllch a beating. I had desired the 
Spaniards to continue to occupy the castle of 
Alba de TOfmes; ---- had evacuated it, I 
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believe, before he knew my wishes; and he \\'as 
afraid to let me kno,v that he had done so; and 
I did not know it till I found no enemy at the 
fords of the 'formes. "Then I lost sight of thenl 
in the dark, I marched upon Huerta and En- 
cinas, and they went by Alba. If I had known 
there had been no garrison in Alba, I should 
have marched there, and should probably have 
had the whole. l\Iarmont, Clausel, Foy, Ferrey, 
and Bonet, are wounded badly. Ferrey, it is 
supposed, will die. Thomière is killed. l\lany 
generals of brigade killed or \vounded. I need 
not express how llluch I regret the disorder in 
your eyes since this action. I am in great hopes 
that our Joss has not been great. In two divi- 
sions, the third and fifth, it is about t\velve hun- 
dred men, including Portuguese. There are 
more in the fourth and sixth; but there are nlany 
111en who left the ranks with ,,,ounded officers 
and soldiers, who are eating" and drinking, and 
engaged in regocijos with the inhabitants of Sala- 
111anca; I have sent, however, to have them all 
turned out of the town. I hope that you re- 
ceive benefit from the advice of the oculists in 
London. 


" Believe me, &c. 
" 'VELLINGTON." 
"Lieut.-gen. Sir, T. Graham, K. B." 


"P. S.-Beresford's wound is not dangerous. 
Leith's arm is broken, and, his ,,,,ound painful. 
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Cole's wound is through the body, and it is ap- 
prehended \vill be tedious. Cotton's is through 
the fleshy part, and the two bones of his arm. 
It nlay be a bad ,vound if there should be 
hæmorrhage." * 


FRE
CH AND ALLIED CASUALTIES, page 8. 


"On the 18th of July, the army of Portugal 
passed the Douro in advance. On the 30th it 
repassed that river in retreat, having in twelve 
days marched t\VO hundred miles, fought three 
combats and a general battle. One field-marshal, 
seven generals, t\velve thousand five hUlldred 
men and officers had been killed, wounded, or 
taken; and t\VO eagles, besides those taken in the 
Retiro, several standards, t,velve guns and eight 
carriages, exclusive of the artillery and stores cap- 
tured at Valladolid, fell into the victor's hands. 
In the same period the allies 111arched one hun- 
dred and sixty roUes, and had one field-marshal, 
four generals, and sOll1ewhat less than six thou- 
sand officers and soldiers killed or \vounded." 


'6< \Vellington's Despatches. 


VOL. II. 


y 
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SEGOVIA, page 9. 


Segovia, a celebrated to\vn of Old Castile, 
where are many remains of Moorish and Roman 
antiquity. Among the forlner is the Alcazar, 
once the palace of the l\Ioorish kings, and after- 
,vards of Ferdinand and Isabella, but which since 
their days has been used as a state prison. This 
building stands on a rock, rising some hundred 
feet above the river, which winds round nearly 
three-fourths of its base, and is Cll t off from the 
to\vn on the remaining portion by a deep ditch 
and defences. The aqueduct, said to have been 
built by 'frajan, is to be seen at different points 
between the town and Ildefonso, where the water 
is obtained; but the most relnarkable feature of 
this structure is the portion in the suburb of the 
town, consisting of t\VO ro\vs of arches one above 
the other, nearly t\\TO hundred in number, the 
whole being formed of large blocks of stone, 
fitted into and supporting each other \vithout 
cement, having thus withstood the ravages of 
time for eighteen centuries. 


SAN ILDEFONSO. 


San Ildefonso is a village fifty 111iles north of 
l\ladrid. Here is situated the palace of 1...a 
Granja, a favourite SUll1mer residence of the 



BIVOUAC AT ILDEFONSO. 


g oo 
-{) 


royal family. 'fhe building and gardens, ,vith 
the nUlllerous jets d'eall, were forllled after the 
lllodel of the palace and gardens of V ersailles
 
by the Bourbon dynasty on their accession to 
the throne of Spain. The palace is situate at 
the bottom of the Sierra Nevada, an attached 
ridge of the Guaderama, in a recess on the north 
side of the mountain, \vhich rises to a consider- 
able height, covered ,vith trees to its sl1mlnit, 
and to the east and \vest; thus sheltering it at 
all times from the scorching heats of summer. 
The front of the building looks to the gardens, 
which rise before it, till they ternlinate in the 
craggy, pine-covered sUlnmit, adding much to 
the picturesque beauty of this delightful resi- 
dence. The ,,,,hole presents a scene, certainly, 
much more calculated to reulind the beholder of 
the verdure and freshness of a more northern 
clinle than of the burning fields and sultry sun 
of Spain. 


ALLIED BIVOUAC, page 9. 


"From our bivouac in the \voods of Ildefonso, 
at daybreak on the loth of August, \ve began 
to ascend the nlountain ; the road winding among 
stately pines and rugged precipices, at every 
point presenting behind us a prospect in every 
,yay ,vorth y to arrest the attention. Fronl the 
SUUH11it ,ve cOlnmanded a boundless vie\v of the 


y 2 
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country we had lately traversed, interesting fron1 
being the scene of our past toils and victories; 
while in our front lay one not less so from its 
novelty, from the many striking objects that pre- 
sented themselves to the eye; but, above all, 
a\yaking feelings the lTIOst intensely interesting, 
from onr near approach upon the capital of Spain, 
a flying and dispirited enenlY in our front; with 
exhilarated spirits we descended the \vooded skirts 
of the mountain, the palace of the Escurial to 
our right, ,vhile more distant lay l\Iadrid, with 
its hundred globe-topped spires, the indications 
of former l\loorish sway. Encamping in the 
neighbourhood upon the 12th, we moved into 
the city the follo\ving day."* 


SURRENDER OF THE RETJRO, pag'e 9. 


" \V e invested the place cOluplete]y on the 
evening of the 13th; and in the night, detach- 
ments of the seventh division of infantry, under 
the command of l\Iajor-general I-Iope, and of the 
third division of infantry, under the command of 
l\lajor-general the Hon. E. Pakenham, drove in 
the enelTIY's posts from the Prado, and the Bota- 
nical Garden, and the works \vhich they had con- 
structed outside ?f the park-wall; and having 
broken through the wall in different places, they 
,vere established in the palace of the Retiro, and 


· Mackie. 



CAVALRY SURPRISE. 


825 


close to the line of the enemy's ,yorks enclosing 
the building called La China. The troops were 
preparing in the lllorning to attack these ,yorks, 
preparatory to the arrangements to be adopted for 
the attack of the interior line and building, 'v hen 
the governor sent out an officer to desire to capi- 
tulate, and I granted hilll the honours of war." * 


CAVALRY SURPRISE, pag;e 10. 


" 'Ve had a devil of an affair on the evening 
of the 11 the The French, t\VO thousand cavalry, 
moved upon the Portuguese cavalry; D'Urban 
ordered them to charge the advanced squadrons, 
which charge they did not execute as they ought, 
and they rdn off: leaving our guns (Captain 
l\I'Ðonald's troop). They ran in upon the Ger- 
man cavalry, half a mile or more in their rear, 
,vhere they ,vere brought up; but they \vould 
not charge upon the left of the Gernlans. These 
charged and stopped the enenlY; but Colonel de 
Jonquiers ,vas taken, and \ve have lost a good 
many of these fine fel1o,vs. There are t\venty 
killed, and about as many ,vounded and prison- 
ers. "r e 1ike,vise lost three guns of l\I'Donald's 
troop in the Portuguese flight, but the French 
1eft them behind."t \ 


· \Vellington to Lord Bathurst, :I\:Iadrid, 15th Aug. 1812. 
t \Vellington's Despatches. 
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PASSAGE OF THE BRIDGE OF BURGOS, page 24. 


The conlplete success of this bold manæuvre 
offers many reflections on the futility of attempt- 
ing to stop the 11larch of troops by the fire of 
artillery in the night. In this instance, the good 
order and silence ,vith which the allied arlllY 
filed under the walls of the castle, was rendered 
of no avail to them by the conduct of a party of 
guerilla cavalry, who, unused to such coolness, 
put their horses to their speed, and made such a 
clatter that the garrison took the alarln, and 
opened a fire from the artillery directed on the 
bridge: the first discharge was, as might have 
been expected, very effectual; but the gunners 
immediately afterwards lost their range and di- 
rection, and tbeir fire only served to make the 
carriages file over the bridge ,vith more speed 
than usual. 


THE RETREAT FROM BURGOS, pag'e 32. 


" It is scarcely possible to imagine what power- 
ful effect the excitement consequent on active 
warfare produces upon those who under different 
circurnstance
 would evince apathy or irritability. 
l\Ien nursed in the lap of luxury, and accustolned 
from childhood to all the elegances of upper life, 
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sublTIitted to every privation \vithout a murmur; 
\vhile others, ,vhose constitutional indolence \vas 
proverbial, seemed actuated by some secret im- 
pulse that spurred then1 to exertion, and roused 
a latent energy that ,vas surprising even to them- 
selves. Persons ,vho at home would have dread- 
ed injurious CirC1.Ullstances from a damp shoe, 
'\vere too happy, on service in the Peninsula, to 
find the shelter of a roof and luxury of \vet litter 
after a ten hours' march over muddy roads in 
rain, and storI11, and darkness; and those whose 
Apician tastes ,vere not unfrequently outraged by 
the culinary offendings of the nlost gifted mess- 
cook, cheerfully discussed the ration cut from the 
reeking carcass of an over-driven ox, and exchang- 
ed claret and champaign for aqua ardiente and 
vin du pays, flavouring more strongly of the goat- 
skin than the grape." 
It is true, that \vhen cantoned the army \vere 
spared from these annoyances. The strict eye 
kept by Lord "r ellington over the comn1issariat 
at these times, secured a plentiful supply of neces.. 
saries for the troops, and under huts or canvass 
they \vere tolerably protected from the \veather; 
but at the sieges, the retreats, and the rapid ad- 
vances in bad ,veather, nothing could surpass 
the misery endured through cold and heat, hun- 
ger and thirst, continued fatigue, and all the ills 
the soldier's life is heir to. 
Bright as the hour of trilul1ph appears to the 
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conqueror - brilliant as the foughten field that 
ends in victory - "the tale of war still bears a 
painful sound," and many a heart-rending story 
of distress 111ight be narrated attendant on the 
storins of Badajoz and Rodrigo, and the retreats 
to Corunna and the Lines. The state of the sick, 
the ,vorn-out, and the wounded, \-vere pitiable. 
Unable to extricate themselves, uunlbers, " with 
vulnerable \vounds," perished of cold and hunger 
in the ditches of the captured fortresses-or, after 
struggling to the last, died on the line of march, 
abandoned of necessity by their conlrades, and 
ridden over or cut do,vn by Inerciless pursuers, 
\vho had neither leisure nor inclination to extend 
succour to these deserted sufferers. 
In speaking of the retreat froln Burgos, an 
infantry officer says,-" The privations which the 
army suffered were unusually severe: I saw many 
a brave fellow lying on the road, dying from fa- 
tigue, falnine, and the inclemency of the weather. 
On one spot, about one hundred Eng1ish and Por- 
tuguese soldiers lay extended after the retreat. 
One miserable instance, was a soldier of the Ninety- 
fifth; having marched as far as he was able, at last 
he sunk frolll exhaustion, and crawled upon his 
hands and knees, until he expired." 
Another thus describes his lnisadventure. "\V e 
travelled the 'v hole of that night, our ar!llY in 
full retreat, and the F'rench in close pursuit; the 
\veather wet and miseraLly cold, and the roads so 
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drenched, it \vas up to the nliddle in lnud; the 
anÏlnals ,vere knocked up, and I unfortunately 
fell into the hands of the enemy, a French hussar 
regiment, ,vho treated me vilely. 
"'rhey knocked the cart froBl under me, sabred 
the men, and dragged me into the middle of the 
road; stripped me, tearing lllY clothes into shreds, 
and turning me over \vith their sabres, plundered 
nle of \vhat little I had relnaining; tore a gold ring 
froln my finger, and then left nle naked, to perish 
\vith cold and hunger. 
"I lay in this nliserable state two days and 
nights, \vith no nlortal near me, except dead ones; 
one of \vhich lay \vith his head upon my legs, 
having died in that position during the night pre- 
ceding, and I \vas too \veak to renlove his body; 
I could not raise 11lyself, I "Tas so reduced. 
" In this suffering state I continued to exist, 
,,,hich I attributed to sorne rum, of \vhich I 
drank a considerable quantity frolu a Frenclunan's 
canteen, \vho \vas hUBlane enough to let Ine do 
80, \vhen I eXplained to hinl that I \vas a British 
officer: the rurn soon laid me to sleep. The 
Frenchnlan ,vas a hussar, and appeared to belong 
to the reginlent \vho had treated me so inhu- 
lnanly in the morning (it \vas no\v past dusk). 
I begged hinl to take Ine up behind hÌ1n. He 
shook his head; but kindly took an old blanket 
01 
from under his saddle, covered me \vith it, and 
then rode off." 
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In this wretched state the narrator was disco- 
vered by an Irish soldier, who turned out a true 
Samari tan. 
" The poor fellow found me literally in a state 
of starvation, and took Ine upon his back (for I 
,vas quite helpless), to the village; begged food 
for me from door to door; but the inhlunan Spa- 
niards shut them in our faces, refusing me both 
shelter and food, at the same time they \vere 
actually baking bread for the French. However, 
my fello\v-sufferer, by good chance, found a dead 
horse, and he supplied nle "rith raw flesh and 
acorns; ,vhich, at the time, I thought a luxury, 
believe me, and devoured, when first given lne, 
in such quantities, as nearly put an end to my 
sufferings. " 
A very creditable exception Inllst be made in 
favour of the Spanish women, who, during the 
Peninsular campaign, exhibited the greatest kind- 
ness to\vards the British, and afforded to the sick 
or wounded soldiery the most disinterested and 
devoted attention. In the higher classes this feel- 
ing ,vas frequently indulged, even at the risk of 
family or personal proscription; and it would ap- 
pear that among the humbler grade a warm sympa- 
thy existed towards their deliverers. "T\\TO girls, 
daughters of the baker of the village, uotwith- 
standing the threat of punishment to those \vho 
should relieve me, absolutely did, t\VO or three 
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time
, bring Ine a little food saved frolD their o\vn 
Ineals."* 


SPANISH OUTRAGES, pag'e 33. 


"The Spaniards, civil and military, began to 
evince hatred of the British. Daily did they 
attempt or perpetrate 111urder; and one act of pe- 
culiar atrocity nlerits notice. A horse, led by 
an English soldier, being frightened, backed 
against a Spanish officer commanding at a gate; 
be caused the soldier to be dragged into his 
guard-house and there bayoneted him in cold 
blood; and no redress cou]d be had for this or 
other crÎlnes save by counter violence, \vhich \vas 
not long ,vithbeld. A Spanish officer, \vhile 
,vantonly stabbing at a riflenlan, ,vas shot dead 
by the latter; and a British volunteer sle,v a 
Spanish officer at the head of his o\vn regiment 
in a s\yord fight, the troops of both nations look- 
ing on; but here there ,vas nothing disbonourable 
on either side." t 
" T\vo of the handsomest Inen of the 1ight 
cOlnpany, l\I'Cann and Ludley, \vere billeted in 
a house containing a nlother and her daughter, 
when one evening a Spaniard can1e in and in- 
vited then1- to take S0l11e ,vine ,vith hilll, during 


* " l\Iilitary RecoHections of Four Brothers." 


t Napier. 
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which, it is supposed, in a fit of jealousy, he took 
the opportunity of stabbing thelTI both to the 
heart. The assassin made his escape before the 
alarm could be given, as also did the mother and 
daughter; but our Olen were so exasperated, that 
they attacked the house, and in t\venty minutes 
there was not one stone left upon another." * 


LETTER ADDRESSED BY LORD WELLINGTON TO COM- 
MANDING OFFICERS OF REGIMENTS, DATED FREY- 
NADA, THE 28TH OF NOVEMEER 1812, p015'c 34. 
" Sir,-I have ordered the arlny into canton- 
ments, in which I hope that circumstances will 
enable me to keep them for sorne tilne, during 
which the troops will receive their clothing, ne- 
cessaries, &c. ,vhich are already in progress, by 
different lines of communication, to the several 
divisions and brigades. But, besides these ob- 
jects, I must draw your attention, in a very par- 
ticular manner, to the state of discipline of the 
troops. The discip1ine of every army, after a 
long and active campaign, becomes in some de- 
gree relaxed, and requires the utmost attention 
on the part of the general and other officers to 
bring it back to the state in which it ought to be 
for service; but I am concerned to have to ob- 
serve, that the army under my c0l11mand has 


· Cadell. 
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faBen o
 in this respect, in the late call1paign, to 
a greater degree than any arnlY \vith \v hich I have 
ever served, or of \yhich I have ever read. Yet 
this arlny has met \vith no disaster; it has suf- 
fered no privations, \"hich but trifling attention 
on the part of the officers could not have pre- 
vented, and for \vhich there existed no reason 
\v hatever in the nature of the service; nor has it 
suffered any hardships, excepting those resulting 
frorn the necessity of being exposed to the in- 
clemencies of the \veather, at a l110ment \"hen 
they \vere 1110st severe. I t must be obvious, 
ho\v'ever, to every officer, that froin the mOUlent 
the troops coml11enced their retreat from the 
neighbourhood of Burgos on the one hand, and 
from l\Iadrid on the other, the officers lost all 
comnland over the 111en. Irregularities and out- 
rages of all descriptions \vere comnlitted ,,"ith 
impunity; and losses have been sustained \vhich 
ought never to have occurred. Yet the neces- 
sity for retreat existing, none \vas ever made 
in \yhich the troops made such short 111arches; 
none on \yhich they made such long and repeated 
halts; and none in \v hich the retreating arrnies 
\vere so little pressed on their rear by the enell1Y. 
"r e must look, therefore, for the existing eviJs, 
and for the situation in ,vhich \ve no\y find the 
army, to SOUle cause besides those resulting fron1 
the operations in \vhich \ve have been engaged. 
I have no hesitation in attributing these evils to 
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the habitual inattention of the officers of reo'i- 
o 
ments to their duty, as prescribed by the standing 
regulations of the service, and by the order of 
this army. I am far from questioning the zeal, 
stiH less the gallantry and spirit of the officers of 
the army: and I anl quite certain, that as their 
minds can be convinced of the necessity of mi- 
nute and constant attention to understand, re- 
collect 1 and carry into execution the orders which 
have been issued for the perfornlance of their 
duty, and that the strict performance of this duty 
is necessary to enable the arnlY to serve the coun- 
try as it ought to be served, they ,vill, in future, 
give their attention to these points. Unfortu- 
nately, the inexperience of the officers of the 
arnlY has induced Inany to conceive, that the 
period during which an army is not on service is 
one of relaxation from all rule, instead of being, 
as it is, the period during which, of all others, 
every rule for the regulation and control of the 
conduct of the soldiers, for the inspection and 
care of his arms, ammunition, accoutrernents, ne- 
cessaries, and field-equipments, and his horse and 
horse-appointments, for the receipt and issue and 
care of his provisions, and the regulation of all 
that belongs to his food, and the forage for his 
horse, must be most strictly attended to by the 
officers of his company or troop, if it is intended 
that an army-a British arlny in particular-shaH 
be brought into the field of battle in a state of 
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efficiency to Ineet the enelny on the day of trial. 
'fhese are the points, then, to \vhich I 1110st 
earnestly entreat you to turn your attention, and 
the attention of the officers of the regiments 
under your command, Portuguese as \vell as 
English, during the period in \vhich it may be 
in 111Y po\ver to leave the troops in their canton- 
nlents. The cOlll1nanding officers of regiments 
must enforce the orders of the army, regard- 
ing the constant inspection and superintend- 
ence of the officers over the conduct of the men 
of their conlpanies in their cantonments; and 
they must endeavour to inspire the non-comlnis- 
sioned officers \vith a sense of their situation and 
au thori ty; and the non..com 111issioned officers 
must be forced to do their duty, by being con- 
stantly under the vie\v and superintendence of 
the officers. By these means, the frequent and 
discreditable recourse to the authority of the pro- 
vost, and to punishments by the sentence of 
courts-nlartial, \vill be prevented; and the sol- 
diers \viII not dare to commit the offences and 
outrages, of \vhich there are too Inan)' cOIn plaints, 
\vhen they kno,v that their officers and their n011- 
con1111issioned officers have their eyes and atten- 
tion turned to'\
ards theine The COlllJ11anding 
officers of regiolents must like\vise enforce the 
orders of the arn1Y, regarding the constant real 
inspection of the soldiers' arms, alnmunition, ac- 
coutrenJents, and necessaries, in order to prevent, 
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at all times, the shameful \vaste of amnlunition, 
and the sale of that article, and of the soldier:;' 
necesssaries. .'VitlI this view, both should be 
inspected daily. In regard to the food of sol- 
diers, I have frequently observed and lamented, in 
the late campaign, the facility and celerity \vith 
which the French soldiers cooked, in comparison 
with our army. The cause of this disadvantage 
is the san1e ,vith that of every other descrip- 
tion,-the want of attention of the officers to the 
orders of the army, and to the conduct of their 
men; and the consequent want of authority over 
their conduct. Certain men of each cOlnpany 
should be appointed to cut and bring in ,vood, 
others to fetch ,vater, and others to get the 
meat, &c. to be cooked; and it would soon be 
found, if this practice were daily enforced, and a 
particular hour for seeing the dinners, and for the 
men dining, named, as it ought to be, equally as 
for the parade, that cooking would no longer 
require the inconvenient length of time it has 
lately been found to take, and that the soldiers 
would not be exposed to the privation of their 
food, at the moment at \vhich the army may be 
engaged in operations ,,,,ith the enemy. You 
will, of course, give your attention to the field- 
exercise and discipline of the troops. It is very 
desirable that the soldiers should not lose the 
habit of marching; anò the division should n1arch 
ten or twelve miles t\vice in each ,veek, if the 
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,veather should permit, and the roads in the 
neighbourhood of the cantonments of the divi- 
sions should be dry. Bu t I repeat, that the 
great object of the attention of the general and 
field-officers must be, to get the captains and 
subalterns of the regiments to understand and to 
perfOr[ll the duties required from them, as the 
only 1110de by \vhich the discipline and efficiency 
of the arIny can be restored and maintained dur- 
ing the next call1paign. 
" I have the honour to be, &c. 
" "r ELLINGTON." 


" To -, or the Officer commanding the -." 


BLO\VI
G UP OF THE CASTLE OF BURGOS, page 43. 


" But the hurry, and fear, and confusion, ,vith 
\v hich their preparations were made, defeated this 
malignant purpose. Several mines failed; some 
'\vhich \vere pritned did not explode; others 
were so ill rnanaged that they bIen' the earth 
in\vards; and as the explosion took place some 
hours sooner than \vas intended, the destruction 
'v hich ,vas intended for their enelnies, fell in part 
upon themselves. l\Iany of their 111en, ,vho "
ere 
lingering to plunder, perished as they ,vere load- 
ing their horses ,vith booty in the streets and 
squares, and three or four hundred \vere blo\VJl 
VOL. II. Z 
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Up in the fort. Above one thousand shells had 
been placed in the nlines: the explosion was dis- 
tinctly heard at the distance of fifty miles; and 
the pavement of the cathedral ,vas covered with 
the dust into which its windo\vs had been shiver- 
ed by the shock. The town escaped destruction 
owing to tbe failure of so many of the mines, 
bu t the castle was totally destroyed, - gates, 
beams" masses of masonry, guns, carriages, and 
arms lying in one heap of ruins ;-some of the 
mines had laid open the breaches, and exposed 
the remains of those who had fallen during the 
siege." 


..... 


VITORIA, page 47. 


" The city of Vitoria is said to have obtained its 
present name from a victory gained by Leuvigil- 
dus XVI, I{ing of the Goths, over the Swevians, 
\vhose kingdom he conquered and added to his 
own, so early as to\vards the end of the sixth 
century. Its vicinity, ho\vever, having been the 
scene of the successful operations of Edward the 
Black Prince, in restoring to his dOlninions Don 
Pedro the Cruel, King of Castile, this will, it is 
hoped, be sufficient to justify the allusion to the 
name as twice associated with the glory of the 
English arms. 
"'The battle which overthrew Henry and re- 
stored Pedro to his kingdom, was fought be- 
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t\vixt Navarette and Nejara, on the right bank 
of the Ebro; but Froissart, in his Chronicles, 
mentions that before the Prince had crossed that 
river, he occupied for six days a position in front 
of Vitoria, probably near the scene of "r elling- 
ton's victory. He further mentions, that while 
in this position, Don Telo, Henry's brother, 
having advanced to reconnoitre the Prince's 
army, fell in \vith a body of English under Sir 
Thomas Felton, ,vho, being much inferior in 
numbers, in the proportion of one hundred and 
sixty lances and three hundred arch
rs to six 
thousand of the enemy, took possession of a 
height, ,vhere they defended themselves till the 
whole of the English knights, after perform- 
ing prodigies of valour, \vere killed or made pri- 
soners, none escaping, except a fe\v boys by the 
fleetness of their horses. 
"It may be mentioned as a curious incident, 
that during the battle, ,vhen Lord "r ellington 
was giving directions for the third division to 
attack a height in possession of the enemy, the 
Spanish General Alava, \vho during the \var 
was personally attached to Lord 'Vellington's 
staff: remarked that the hin in question ,vas, by 
the tradition of the country, kno\vn as the Al- 
tura de los Ingleses, or Hill of the English: this 
is supposed to be the hill alluded to in the Chro- 
nicles." · 


· l\lackie. 


Z Q 
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ANECDOTES OF VITORIA, pag"e 58. 


"A squadron of the German hussars, how- 
ever, overtook and engaged their rear-guard, near 
Pamplona: the enelTIY employed against the 
hussars the only long gun he had remaining; 
the hussars forced back the enemy; and as the 
gun 'vas retiring on the high-road, a carbine 
shot struck one of the horses, which becoming 
unruly, the gun was dragged from the cause- 
,vay and upset. The hussars immediately took 
possession of it." 
* * * . . 


" 'fhe country was too lTIuch intersected with 
ditches for cavalry to act \vith.effect in a pursuit; 
and infantry, who Inoved in military order, could 
not at their utmost speed keep up with a rout 
of fugitives. Yet, precipitate as their flight was, 
they took great pains to bear off their wounded, 
and dismounted a regiment of cavalry to carry 
them on. And they carefully endeavoured to 
conceal their dead, stopping occasionally to col- 
lect them and thro\V" them into ditches, \vhere 
they covered thern "rith bushes. l\1any stich re- 
ceptacles were found containing from ten to 
twenty bodies." 
. * . 
 . 


"At one period of the pursuit, an officer of 
J .Aord Wellington's personal staff, having carried an 
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order to\vards the left of the arlIlY, on returning, 
brought ,vith him a long Spanish blade, about a 
third of \yhich from the point ,vas covered ,vith 
blood. 'fhis had been found on the field, and 
,vas, from its singularity of shape, recognised as 
the s\vord of Lord T\yeeddale. During the con- 
fusion, and in the eagerness of pursuit, he had, 
at the head of some heavy dragoons, penetrated 
into a lane filled \vith the enemy's cavalry, and 
became outnunlbered and overnlatched at a tinle 
,vhen extrication \yas impracticable. "Tith that 
determination ,yhich marked his conduct on 
every emergency, he charged the French dra- 
goons, and '\
as over,,, helmed in the 171é/ée. In- 
sensible, and tranlpled under foot, a considerable 
tinle elapsed before he ,vas disco,:ered, ,vhen, 
bruised and ,vounded, he ,vas \vithdra,vn from 
anlong the heaps of dead nlen and horses that 
encumbered the naITO'V road." 


SIEGE OF SAN 5EBASTIAN, page 6J. 


"Here a battery ,vas erected; the covered- 
\vay to it passed through the convent, and the 
battery itself ,vas constructed in a thickly-peopled 
burial-ground. 
" A more ghastly circumstance can seldom have 
occurred in ,var, for coffins and corpses, in all 
stages of decay, ,vere exposed ,vhen the soil ",vas 
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thrown up to form a defence against the fire 
from the town, and were used, indeed, in the de- 
fences; and ,vhen a shell burst there it brought 
do,vn the living and the dead together. 
" An officer was giving his orders when a shot 
struck the edge of the trenches above him; two 
coffins slipped down upon him with the sa
d, 
the coffins broke in their fal], the bodies rolled 
with him for some distance, and when he re- 
covered he saw that they had been WOlDen of 
SOlne rank, for they were, richly attired in black 
velvet, and their long hair hung about their 
shoulders and their livid faces. 
" The soldiers, in the scarcity of firewood, being 
nothing nice, broke up coffins for fuel with which 
to dress their food, leaving the bodies eXIJosed; 
and, till the hot sun had dried up these poor in- 
sulted remains of humanity, the stench was as 
dreadful as the sight." 


. 


. 


. 


"" 


If#: 


" Well do I remember the evening of that 
sultry day in July 1813, when the last fascine 
was secured to the parapet, the last traverse com- 
pleted, and the last twenty-four pounder was 
wound with toilsome march through the deep 
sands, and placed on its platform. The next 
morning's dawn beheld us moving in dark line, 
like a centipede, thJeading the crooked labyrinth 
of the trenches, to take post in the left of the 
grand breaching battery, where it lay crouched 
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on the low, sandy beach, and ready with its 
breath to crush the proud battlements of this ill- 
fated city." 


PURSUIT OF SOULT, page 72. 


fC On the 31st of July, Soult continued retreat- 
ing, while five British divisions pressed the pur- 
suit vigorously by Roncesvalles, l\Iayo, and Donna 
l\Iaria. Nothing could equal the distress of the 
enemy,-they \vere completely worn down; and, 
fatigued and disheartened as they \vere, the only 
wonder is, that multitudes did not perish in the 
\vild and rugged passes through \vhich they were 
obliged to retire. Although rather in the rear of 
some of the columns, the British light brigades 
\vere ordered forward to overtake the enemy; 
and, \vherever they came up, bring them to inl- 
mediate action. At midnight the bivouacs were 
abandoned,-the division marched,-and, after 
nineteen hours' continued exertions, during which 
time a distance of nearly forty miles was traversed, 
over Alpine heights and roads rugged and diffi- 
cult beyond description, the enemy \vere over- 
taken and attacked. A short, but Sluart affair, 
ensued. To extricate the tail of the column, and 
enable the wounded to get a\vay, the French 
thre\v a portion of their rear-guard across the 
river. The Rifles instantly attacked the rein- 
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forcernent,-a general fusilade COnllTIenced, and 
continued until night put an end to the affair, 
\vhen the enemy retreated over the bridge of 
Yanzi, and the British pickets took possession 
of it. Both sides lost many men, and a large 
portion of French baggage fell into the hands 
of the pursuing force, "\vho had nloved by St. 
Estevan. 
" That night the British 1ight troops Jay upon 
the ground; and next Inorning lTIoved for,vard 
at day break. Debouching through the pass at 
Vera, the hill of Santa Barbara ,vas crossed by 
the second brigade, while the Rifles carried the 
heights of Echalar, \vhich the French voltigeurs 
seemed deternlined to n1aintain. As the lTIOUn- 
tain was obscured by a tl1Ïck fog, the firing had a 
strange appearance to those who witnessed it from 
the valley, occasional flashes only being seen, 
,vhile every shot \vas repeated by a hundred 
echoes. At twilight the enemy's ligllt infantry 
were diven in; but long after darkness fell, the 
report of musketry continued; untiJ, after a few 
spattering shots, a death-like silence succeeded, 
and told that the last of the enelTIY had followed 
their cOlllpanions, and abandoned the heights to 
their assailants."* 


'*' " The Bivouac:' 



345 


THE \VOUNDED REMOVIi\G TO THE REAR, page 7l'j. 


" 'fhe peculiarity of the prospect ,vas heightened 
by a long train of Spaniards, carrying officers and 
soldiers to the rear, who had been ,,,ouuded in 
the late engage1l1ents, and \vho ,vere al,vays re- 
llloved to proper hospitals as soon as it could be 
done ,vith safety. 
" The care of the sick and "rounded necessarily 
elnployed a nuolber of men; and they could 
no,vhere receive such able attention as in the 
general hospitals established within the Spanish 
f ron tiers. 
"The rugged mountain-road "
as not passable 
for spring-,vaggons, on ,vhich the \vounded are 
usually conveyed to the rear, and they ,vere 
therefore carried in blankets fastened at the sides 
to a couple of poles, and thus borne on the 
shoulders of the peasan try. 
" '1' his mode of conveyance on bad roads is far 
preferable to that of spring-\vaggons; but, as it 
required four men to carry one sick person, the 
transport of the sinall nUlnber of thelll gave the 
train a formidable appearance ,vhen seen extend- 
ed for so great a length along the windings of 
the mountain track."
 


:JI: Batty. 
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ANECDOTES OF THE SIEGE OF SAN SEBASTIAN, 
page 77. 


.. 
"The 17th was Buonaparte's birthday; three 
salutes were fired from the castle of St. Sebas- 
tian on the eve preceding, as many at four in 
the morning, and again at noon; and at night the 
words, Vìve Napoleon Ie Grand! were displayed 
in letters of light upon the castle ;-it was the 
last of his birthdays that was commemorated by 
any public celebration." . 
. . . . . 
" Sailors were em played in constructing batte- 
ries, and never did men more thoroughly enjoy 
their occupation. 
" They had double allowance of grog, as their 
work required; and at their own cost they had 
a fiddler; they who had worked their spell in 
the battery, went to relieve their comrades in 
the dance; and at eVery shot which fell upon the 
castle they gave three cheers." 


ANECDOTES OF THE STORM, page 80. 


" The enemy still held the convent of St. l
eresa, 
the garden of which, enclosed as usual in such 
establishments with a high wall, reached a good 
way up the hill toward their upper defences, and 
from thence they marked any who approached 
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,vithin reach of fire, so that wnen a man fen, 
there ,vas no other means of bringing him off 
than by sending the French prisoners upon this 
service of humanity." 
. . . . . 


"The town presented a dreadful spectacle both 
of the work of ,var and of the \vickedness which 
in ,var is let loose. 
"It had caught fire during the assault o\ving 
to the quantity of cOlnbustibles of all kinds ,vhich 
'''"ere scattered about. The French rolled their 
shells into it from the castle, and \vhile it ,vas in 
flames the troops ,vere plundering, and the people 
of the surrounding country flocking to profit by 
the spoils of their countrymen. 
"The fe,v inhabitants ,vho ,vere to be seen 
seemed stupified \vith horror ;-they had suffered 
so much, that they looked ,vith apathy at all 
around them, and when the crash of a falling 
house made the captors run, they scarcely moved. 
"Heaps of dead \vere lying everywhere, Eng- 
lish, Portuguese, and French, one upon another; 
\vith such deternlination had the one side attacked 
and the other maintained its ground. 
" Very nlany of the assailants lay dead on the 
roofs of the houses ,vhich adjoined the breach. 
The bodies \vere thro\vn into the Inines and other 
excavations, and there covered over so as to be 
out of sight, but so hastily and slightly, that 
the air far and near 'vas tainted, and fires \vere 
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kindled in the breaches to consume those \vhich 
could not be otherwise disposed of." 
* * * * * 


" The hospital presented a nlore dreadful scene, 
for it was a scene of human suffering: friend and 
enemy had been indiscriminately carried thither, 
and were there alike neglected. On the third 
day after the assault, many of them had received 
neither surgical assistance nor food of any kind, 
and it becanle necessary to remove them on the 
fifth, when the flames approached the building. 
l\luch of this neglect would have been unavoid- 
able, even if that humane and conscientious dili- 
gence ,vhich can be hoped for from so fe\v, had 
been found in every individual belonging to the 
medical department, the number of the wound- 
ed being so great; and little help could be received 
from the other part of the army; because it had 
been engaged in action on the same day." 


WELLINGTON'S A VERSION TO BOMBARDING A TOWN, 
pag'e 84. 


" I am quite certain that the use of Illortars 
and howitzers in a siege, for the purpose of what 
- calls general aUlloyance, ans\vers no pur- 
pose whatever against a Spanish place occupied 
by French troops, excepting against the inha- 
bitants of the place; and eventually, \vhen \ve 
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shall get the place, against ol1rsel ves, and the 
coilvenience we should derive fron1 having the 
houses of the place in a perfect state of repair. 
If -
 intended to use his 1110rtars and ho\v- 
itzers against any particular ,york occupied by 
the enenlY, such as the cavalier, their use would 
ans\ver his purpose. If he kne\v exactly \vhere 
the enemy's intrenchll1ent \vas situated, their use 
1JÛg;ht ans\\ter his purpose. I say nlÌght, because I 
recollect that, at the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, our 
trenches \\yere bOlnbarded by eleven or thirteen 
large mortars and ho\vitzers for ten days, in 
\vhich tirne thirteen thousand shells ,vere thro\vn, 
\yhich occasioned us but little loss, not\vithstalld- 
ing that our trenches were always full, and, I 
may safely say, did not in1pede our progress for 
one moment." *' 


SURRENDER OF THE CASTLE OF SAN SEBASTIAN, 
pag'e 84. 


" On the lOth, the Portuguese ,vere formed in 
the streets of the ruined city, the British on the 
ramparts. 1"he day \vas fine, after a night of 
heavy rain. About noon the garrison Inarched 
out at the l\lirador gate. "fhe bands of t\VO or 
three Portuguese regin1ents played occasionally, 
but altogether it \vas a dismal scene, alnid ruins 


* \Vellington's Despatches. 
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and vestiges of fire and slaughter,-a few inhabi- 
tants were present, and only a few." 
* '* . '* . 


" l\lany of the French soldiers wept bitterly; 
there was a lTIarked sadness in the countenance 
of all, and they laid down their arms in si- 
lence. The commandant of the place had been 
uniformly attentive to the officers who had been 
prisoners. '''hen this kindness \vas now ac- 
knowledged, he said that he had been twice 
a prisoner in England; that he had been fifty 
years in the service, and on the 15th of the 
passing month he should have received his dis- 
mission; he was now sixty-six, he said, an old 
man, and should never serve again ; and if he 
might be permitted to retire into France, instead 
of being sent into England, he should be the 
happiest of men. Sir 'fhomas Graham wrote 
to Lord "\V ellington in favour of the kind-heart- 
ed old man, and it may be believed that the ap- 
plication was not made in vain." 
* '* * . '* 


" Captain Saugeon \vas recognised at this time, 
who, on the day of the first assault, had descended 
the breach to assist our wounded. These, said 
he, pointing, 'are the remains of the brave 22nd ; 
-we were two hundred and fifty the other day, 
now no more than fifty are left.' Lord 'Vel- 
lington, upon being informed of his conduct, 
sent him to France. Eighty officers and one 
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thousand seven hundred and fifty-six men were 
all the remains of the garrison, and of these 
twenty-five officers and five hundred and t\velve 
lTIen \vere in the hospital." 


SINGULAR ANECDOTE, page 86. 


" The best of the story is, that all parties ran 
a,vay. l\Iaurice l\lathieu ran a\vay; Sir John 
l\Iurray ran a\vay; and so did Suchet. He ,vas 
afraid to strike at Sir John l\Iurray ,vithout his 
artillery, and kne\v nothing of l\Iaurice l\Iathieu; 
and he returned into Valencia either to strike at 
the Duque del Parque, or to get the assistance 
of Harispe, WhOlTI he had left opposed to the 
Duque del Parque. I kno\v that in bis first 
proclamation to his arnlY on their success, he 
kne\v so little what had passed at Tarragona, 
that he mentioned the English General having 
raised the siege, but not his having left his artil- 
lery. He could therefore have had no COIIlmu- 
nication \vith the place ,vhen he marched; and 
he must have kno\vn of the raising of the siege 
afterwards on] y by the reports of the country." * 


.. Wellington's Despatches. 
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PYRENEAN SCENERY, ETC., page 89. 


" 1\lont l
a Rhune is a l.emarkable spot, and its 
possession had been obstinately contested in the 
canlpaign of 179
, because its su I11mit served as 
a watch-tower, frorn \vhence the whole country 
bet\veen Bayonne and the Pyrenées lnight be 
observed. 
" The mountain itself is within the }'rench ter- 
ritory, but there is a chapel, or, in Romish lan- 
guage, a hermitage on its summit, ,vhich used 
to be supported at the joint expense of the vil- 
]age of Vera in Spain, and of Sarré, Ascain, and 
Urogne, in France; people of different nations 
and hostile feelings being there dra\vn up toge- 
ther by.. the bond of their COl1nnon faith." 
* * * * * 


" 1\100t La Rhune was obstinately contested by 
the t,vo nations in the revolutionary \var; and it 
,vas no,,,, a subject of congratulation, as ,veIl as 
surprise, to all the officers of the arlTI y, that this 
fornlidable position of the enemy had been gained 
\vith such cOLnparatively slnallloss." 
* * "* 
 * 
" In so great' an extent of country as the arlny 
now occupied, and especially in one so divided 
by ranges of lofty mountains, the events ,vhich 
took place, even in continuous divisions of the 
army, were scarcely kno\vn to each other, until 



PYRENEAN SCENERY. 


353 


the arrival of Gazettes froIn England brought 
the details of the various operations, \vith Hsts 
of the killed and \vounded." 
* * * . * 


" The mortality ,vas considerable, but not to be 
compared \vith that \vhich, in 1512, carried off the 
greatest part of the army of Francis the First, 
nor to that \v hich, in the revolutionary ,var in 
1794, compelled the left wing of the French 
arlTIY to retreat to St. Jean Pied-de-Port, being 
unable to ".ithstand the inclement \veather of the 
passes of the Pyrenées." 
* . *' .. . 


" The valley through ,vhich this boundary river 
passes, may justly be considered as affording SOlne 
of the most romantic and beautiful scenery, per- 
haps, in a]l Europe, uniting, in a renlarkable de- 
gree, the various characters of the sublime, the 
beautiful, and the picturesque. At every bend 
of the river, the road along its banks brings us 
suddenly on sonle ne\v and striking feature. The 
pleasing COIn bination of \vood and rock, over- 
hanging the beautifully ,yinding stream, contrast- 
ed \vith the barren grandeur of the 1110untain 
SU1111nits \vhich to\ver above them, present an 
infinite number of delightful prospects. The oak, 
the chestnut, and the \valnut are the most con- 
spicuous trees along the valley and the slopes of 
the inferior hills; ,vhilst anlong the crevices of 
the rocks, the evergreen box-tree gro\vs ,vith sur- 
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prising luxuriance, and by its deep verdure re- 
lieves, '\vhile it contrasts in a very beautiful man- 
ner, the bright silver tints of the surrounding 
rocks, clothed with lichens. 
" A small chapel stands on this hill, and the 
French fortified it, and continued the line of 
intrenchments from thence to the sea. The most 
vulnerable points of the enelny's position, if any 
might be called so on this part of his line, were 
strengthened by abbatis; and as the country was 
,veIl wooded, and had nunlerous orchards, these 
defences were nlllltiplied upon every part of his 
line. The cutting down of whole rows of or- 
chard-trees was a serious evil to the unfortunate 
inhabitants, who, ho\vever, had almost to a luan 
fled the country. 
" The buildings, though thinly scattered over 
the country, are picturesque, and, like most of 
the Spanish houses, have large projecting roofs. 
Glazed windows are rarely seen, shutters being 
almost everywhere the substitute. There are but 
few vineyards in this vicinity, excepting on the 
slopes of Jaysquibel, near Fontarabia, but about the 
houses the vine is everywhere reared. The inha- 
bitants are a strong and well-proportioned race, 
having jet-black hair, black eyes, and deep brown 
complexions. 'fhe women, many of theln tal] 
and with handsome features, wear their hair in a 
huge plait, which hangs do\vn the back below the 
waist; but neither sex were observed to have 



ARTILLERY IN THE PYRENÉES. 355 
those "ears of UnCOml1l0n size" \vhich Buffon 
says Nature has given to the inhabitants of the 
banks of the Bidassoa. 
" The evenings generally ,vere remarkably beau- 
tiful: the splendid colouring of the Ìlnnlense 
amphitheatre of mountains in the glo,ying rays of 
sunset, is beyond description." * 


ARTILLERY IN THE PYRENÉES, page 92. 


" The successful result of the battle ,vas o,ving 
in no inconsiderable degree to the able direction 
of the artillery under Colonel Dickson. Guns 
,vere brought to bear on the French fortifications 
fronl situations ,vhich they considered totally in- 
accessible to that arm. 
" 
Ioun tain guns on s,vi vel carriages, harnessed 
on the backs of mules purposely trained for that 
service, ascended the rugged ridges of the moun.. 
tains, and sho,vered destruction on the intrench- 
ments belo,v. The foot and horse-artillery dis- 
played a facility of movement \vhich must have 
astonished the French, the artillerymen dragging 
the guns ,vith ropes up steep precipices, or lo\ver- 
ing them do\vn to positions from \vhence they 
could \vith more certain aim pour forth their fatal 
volleys against the enenlY." 


* Batty. 
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ACTION BETWEEN A FRENCH AND ENGLISH CRUISER, 
page 97. 


" 'Vhilst the left \ving renlained encamped on 
the heights in front of Urogue, an event oc- 
curred \v hich, though trifling in ilnportance, ex- 
cited considerable interest in the troops ,,,ho were 
witnesses of it. A French gun-brig was dis- 
covered by one of our cruisers coasting the bay 
between the mouth of the Adour and St. Jean 
de Luz; it was a beautiful morning, the plains 
of France \vere visible to a great extent, and the 
Bay of Biscay ,vas gently ruffled by a light 
breeze; the English squadron could be discern- 
ed in the offing, but a schooner had contrived to 
beat up within gun-shot of the enemy, and a 
brisk cannonade was kept up for a considerable 
time from both vessels. All eyes were turned 
eagerly to witness the result of this little corn bat, 
which took place within view of both the hostile 
armies; the result ,vas cheering to the allied 
troops, for after the firing had been kept up for 
some tÎlne, the French took to their boats and 
set fire to the vessel to prevent its faUing into 
the hands of the English. As the flames con- 
tinued to spread, the guns, which had been left 
loaded, got heated, and fired off from time to 
time; at length she ble\v up, scattering masts and 
spars to a great distance around. The smoke 
caused by the explosion assumed the singular ap- 
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pearance of a large tree with roots, stems, and 
umbrageous branches: it ,vas so dense that the 
light breezes \vere a long time in dispersing it. 
The disparity of force bet\veen the two vessels, 
and the disgraceful results of this little exploit, 
must have proved highly mortifying to the 
French army."* 


SUNDA Y AT ST. JEAN DE LUZ, pag;e 98. 


" "fhe l\larquis of "7 ellington, accompanied by 
all his staff: ,vas in the constant habit of attend. 
ing divine service, 'v hich ,vas regularly performed 
every Sunday, in a square formed by the brigade 
of Guards, on the sandy beach of the beautiful 
bay of St. Jean de Luz. The circumstance at- 
tracted the notice of the inhabitants, ,vho, on 
many occasions, ,vere struck ,vith admiration at 
the perfect order ,vith ,vhich every custom and 
regulation in use in our \ven-disciplined army 
,vas observed."t 


DEFECTION OF THE GERl\IANS, pag;e 108. 


" A Frankfort officer no,v made his ,yay to the 
ou tposts of our fourth division in the centre of 
the allies, and announced the intended defection, 


.. Batty. 
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requiring a genera} officer's word of honour that 
they should be well received and sent to Ger- 
many: no general being on the spot, Colonel 
Bradford gave his word; means \vere imlnediately 
taken to apprize the three battalions, and they 
came over in a body, thirteen hundred lnen, the 
01 
French not discovering their intentions till just 
when it was too late to frustrate it." 


FRIENDLY RELATIONS EXISTING BETWEEN THE FRENCH 
AND ENGLISH IN THE SOUTH, page 108. 


" The French officers and ours soon became in- 
timate: we used to meet at a narro\v part of the 
river, and talk over the catnpaign. They would 
never believe (or pretended not to believe) the 
reverse of Napoleon in Germany; and ,vhen \ve 
received the ne\vs of the Orange Boven affair in 
Holland, they said that it was impossible to con- 
vince them. One of our officers took" The Star" 
ne\vspaper, rolled a stone up in it, and attempted 
to throw it across the river; unfortunately the 
stone \vent through it, and it fell into the \vater: 
the French officer very quietly said, in tolerably 
good English, " Your good news is very soon 
dam ped !" t 
* * * * * 


" During the campaign we had often expel'ienced 
t Hatty. 
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the lTIOst gentleman-like conduct from the French 
officers. A day or t,vo before the battle, ,"yhen "
e 
,yere upon our alarln-post, at break of day, a fine 
hare \\pas seen playing in a corn-field bet\veen tbe 
ontposts; a brace of greyhounds ,vere very soon 
unslipped, \vhen, after an excellent course, poor 
puss ,vas killed \vithin the French lines. The 
officer to 'v hOlTI the dogs belonged, bo,ving to 
the French officer, caned off the dogs, but the 
Frenclnnan politely sent the hare, ,vith a message 
and his complinlents, saying, that ,ve required it 
more than they did." 
. * . . * 


"1"hey used to get us such things as \ve 
\vanted from Bayonne, particularly brandy, \vhich 
,vas cheap and plentiful; and \ve in return gave 
thelTI occasionally a little tea, of ,vhich some of 
them had learned to be fond. SOlne of them 
also, ,vho had been prisoners of ,val" in England, 
sent letters through our arnly-posts to their s\veet- 
hearts in England, our people receiving the let- 
ters and for,varding them.'" t 


* 


* 


* 


* 
.. 


. 


"A daring fello\v, an Irishman, named Tom 
Patten, performed a singular feat. At the bar- 
rier there \vas a rivulet, along \vhich our lines of 
sentries \vere posted. To the right \vas a thick 
lo\v ,vood, and during the cessation of hostili- 
ties our officers had again become intimate \vith 
t Surtees. 
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those of the French, and the soldiers had ac- 
tually established a traffic in tobacco and bran- 
dy in the following ingenious DIanner. A large 
stone ,vas placed in that part of the rivulet 
skreened by the ,vood, opposite to a French 
sentry, on \vhich our people used to put a 
canteen with a quarter dollar, for which it was 
very soon filled with brandy. One afternoon 
about dusk, Patten had put down his canteen 
with the usual money in it, and retired, but, 
though he returned severa] tinles, no canteen 
,vas there. He \vaited till the moon rose, but 
still he found nothing on the stone. "Then it 
was near morning, Tom thought he saw the 
same sentry who was there when he put his 
canteen do\vn, so he sprang across the strealTI, 
seized the unfortunate Frenchman, wrested his 
firelock from him, and actually shaking hin1 out 
of his accoutrements, recrossed, vowing he ,vonld 
keep them until he got his canteen of brandy, 
and brought them to the picket-house. T\vo or 
three hours afterwards, just as \ve ,vere about to 
fall in, an hour before daybreak, the sergeant 
came to say, that a flag of truce was at the bar- 
rier: I instantly went down, when I found the 
officer of the French picket in a state of great 
alarID, saying, tbat a rnost extraordinary circum- 
stance had occurred (relating the adventure), and 
stating, that if the sentry's arms and accoutre- 
ments were not given back, his o\vn commission 
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\vouid be forfeited, as. ,veIl as the life of the poor 
sentry. A sergeant ,vas instantly sent to see 
if they \vere in the picket-house; \v hen Patten 
canle up scratching his head, saying " He had 
them in pa\vn for a canteen of brandy and a 
quarter dollar;" and told us the story in his ,vay ; 
,vhereupon the things "Tere imn1ediately given 
over to the French captain, ,vho, stepping behind, 
put t\VO five-franc pieces into Patten's hand. Tonl, 
ho\vever, ,vas not to be bribed by an enemy, but 
generously handed the money to his officer, re- 
questing that he ,"ould insist on the French cap- 
tain taking the n10ney back. 
"The Frenchlnan ,vas delighted to get the fire- 
lock and accoutrements back, and the joy of the 
poor fello\y 'v ho \vas stripped of then1 may be 
conceived, as, if it had been reported, he \voldd 
certainly have been shot, by sentence of court- 
lllartial, in less than forty-eight hours." * 


FLOTILLA ENTERI1\G THE ADOUR, pag;e 112. 


"A, halberd ,vas set up, with a handkerchief 
fixed to it, and upon this point the chasse-marées 
boldly stood in for the river. 1\lr. Blore, the 
master's mate of the Lyra, led the passage. His 
boat ,vas lost, and the 'v hole of the cre,v dro,vn- 
ed: several others shared the saIne fate. Captain 


* Cadell. 
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Elliot, of the l\IartiaJ, ,vith the surgeon of that 
vessel and four seamen, and t\VO belonging to the 
Porcupine, were amongst those \vho perished. 
Three transport-boats, \vith their cre\\'s, ,vere also 
lost. All eyes were turned to \vitness the vessels 
plunging through the huge ""aves that rolled over 
the bar. A Spanish chasse-marée had nearly 
struggled through the surf, when an enorn10US 
wave was seen gradually nearing the vessel; and, 
just before it reached it, raising its curling ridge 
high above the deck, \vith one fatal sweep bore 
it do'\vn to the bottom. A monlent after parts 
of the shattered vessel rose to the surface, and 
exhibited the wretched mariners clinging to its 
fragments: some were drifted tin they actually 
got footing on the shore, and, as it was flood- 
tide, hopes were entertained of saving them by 
means of ropes thro\vn to thenl; but another 
tremendous wave rolling majestically on to the 
beach, in a nloment bore thelll a\vay for ever." 'If: 


EFFECT OF FIELD ROCKETS, page 1] 2. 
" A few rocket men were hastily sent across the 
river, and posted on the sand-hills to aid in re- 
pelling the enelTIY; and two guns of the troops 
of horse-artillery ,vere so placed on the left bank 
of the river, as to be able to flank by their fire 


· Batty. 
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the troops comIng on to attack the front of the 
Guards. 
"1"he enemy came on a little before dusk of 
evening with drums beating the pas-de-charge, 
and driving before him the pickets sent out by 
General Stopford to reconnoitre. The Guards 
a,vaited the approach of the French columns till 
,vithin a short distance of their fron t, and then 
commenced a ,veU-directed fire; the guns on 
the left bank began to cannonade them, and the 

.ockets on the sand-hills ,vere discharged ,vith 
terrific effect, piercing the enemy's collunn, 
killing several men, and blazing through it ,vith 
the greatest violence. 'fhe result ,vas the ahnost 
imlnediate rout of the French, ,vho, terror-struck 
at the unusual appearance, and at the effect of 
the rockets, and the imillovable firmness of the 
little corps, made the best of their retreat back 
to\vards the citadel, leaving a nun1 ber of kilJed 
and ,vounded on the ground. This gallant little 
cOlnbat closed the events of the day." * 


ROCKETS, page 118. 
A twelve-pounder rocket laid on the ground, 
and discharged without a tube, by simply apply- 
ing a match to the vent, 'v ill run along the 
.ßround four or five hundred yards, seldom rising 
higher than a man's head; and then, alternately 

 Batty. 
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rising and falling, ,vill continue its course with 
such effect, as, after ranging 1200 yards, to pierce 
through twenty feet of turf, and explode on 
the other side, scattering the seventy-t\VO car- 
bine balls, with which it was loaded, in all 
directions. No barricade could for an instant 
retard its force; and shou]d it by any accident 
strike against a stone, or any obstacle which it 
cannot pierce or overturn, it will bound off, and 
continue its terrible course. 
They are of various dilnensions, as well in 
length as in calibre, and are differently armed, 
according as they are intended for thë field or for 
born bardment, - carrying, in the first instance, 
either shells or case-shot, which may be exploded 
at any part of their flight, spreading death and 
destruction among the columns of the enemy; 
and in the second, ,vhere they are intended for the 
destruction of buildings, shipping, stores, &c. they 
are armed with a peculiar species of composition 
which never fails of destroying every combus- 
tible material ,,,ith which it comes in contact: 
the latter are cal1ed carcass-rockets. 
The po\vers of this weapon are now establish- 
ed upon the best of all testitllonies, that of the 
enemy; a striking instance of \vhich occurred at 
the siege of FI ushing, w here General l\Ionnet, 
the French comlnandant, made a forinal remon- 
strance to Lord Chatham respecting the use of 
theln in that bombardment. 
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The form of all the different kinds of these 
rockets is cylindrical, and they are COIn posed of 
strong Inetallic cases, arrned, as before stated, 
either ,vith carcass C0111position for bombard- 
ment and conflagration, or \vith shells and 
case-shot for field-service. They are, ho\vever, 
of various \veights and dinlensions, frorn the 
eight-inch carcass, or explosion-rocket, \veighing 
nearly three hundred \veight, to the six-pound 
shell-rocket, '\v hich is the smallest size used in 
the field. The sticks \v hich are employed for 
regulating their flight are also of different lengths, 
according to the size and service of the rocket, 
and which, for the convenience of carriage, are 
sto\ved apart from the rocket, and so con tri ved as 
to consist of t\VO or nlore parts, \vhich are con- 
nected to it, and to each other \vhen requisite, 
,vith the utmost expedition. 
They are divided into three classes, heavy, 
lnediunl, and light, - the fornler including all 
those of above forty -t\VO pounds, \v hich are deno- 
minated according to their calibre, as eight-inch, 
seven-inch, six-inch, &c. rockets; the medium 
include all those from the forty-t\vO pound to the 
t\venty-four pound rocket; and the light, from 
the eighteen-pounder to the six-pounder, inclusive. 
The carcass-rockets are armed ,vith strong iron 
conical heads, containing a COlllposition as hard 
and solid as iron itself, and ,vhich, ,vhen once 
inflamed, bids defiance to any hUlnan effort to 
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extinguish it, and, consequently, involves in an 
inextinguishable flarne every combustible material 
,vith ,vhich it COines in contact. The forty-two 
pounder and thirty -t"\vo pounder carcass-rockets 
are those \vhich have hitherto been chiefly eln- 
ployed in bombardlnents. rrhe penetration of 
the thirty-t,vo pound carcass-rocket, in COmlTIOn 
ground, is nine feet,-and in sOlne instances \vhere 
they have been en1ployed, have been known to 
pierce through several floors, and through the 
sides of houses: this is the slllallest rocket used 
in bombardrnent, and the largest employed in 
the field, - the more usual size for the latter ser- 
vice being the t,venty-four, eighteen, twelve, and 
six-pounders. The ranges of the eight-inch, 
seven-inch, and six-inch rockets, are from 2,000 
to 2,500 yards; and the quantity of combustible 
matter, or bursting powder, froln twenty-five to 
fifty pounds; and from their weight, combined 
with less diarneter, they possess a greater po\ver 
of penetration than the heaviest shens, and are 
therefore equally efficient for the destruction 
of bomb-proofs, or the den10lition of strong 
buildings. 
The largest rocket that has yet been construct- 
ed has not, ,ve believe, ,veighed more than three 
hundred weight. 
The forty-t\vO and thirty-two pounders are 
those which have hitherto been principally used 
in bombardment, and which, for the genera] 
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purposes of that service, are found quite suf- 
ficient, as they \viJl convey from seven pounds 
to ten pounds of combustible matter each, and 
have a range of up\vards of three thousand 
yards. 'The thirty-t\vO pounder rocket 11lay be 
considered as the rnediun1 rocket, being the 
Slllallest used in bombardlnent as a carcass or ex- 
plosion rocket, and the largest used \vi th shot or 
shell in the field; but as the t\venty-four pounder 
is very nearly equal to it in all its applications in 
the latter service, being quite equal to the propel- 
ling of the Cohorn shell, or t\yeI ve-pounder shot, 
it is, from the saving in \veight, generaI1y pre- 
ferred to the thirty-t\vO pounder. The eighteen 
pounder, \vhich is the first of the light nature 
of rockets, is arnled ,yith a nine-pound shot or 
shell; the t\vel ve-pounder \vith a six-pound ditto; 
the nine-pounder \'Tith a grenade; and the six- 
pounder \vith a three-pound shot or shell. Fron1 
the t\venty-four pounder to the nine-pounder 
rocket, inclusive, a description of case-shot rocket 
is formed of each nature, arlTIed \vith a quantity 
of musket or carbine balls put into the top of the 
cy linder of the rocket. 


CITADEL OF BA YON
E, page 113. 
The citadel of Bayonne is a truly formidable 
,york, standing on a cOlllmanding hill upon the 
right bank of the Adour, and greatly elevated 
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above all the other defences of the city, nearly 
fronting the mouth of the Nive. It is alOlost a 
perfect square, with strongly-built oreillon bas- 
tions at the four angles. A double range of bar- 
racks and magazines enclose a quadrangu]ar space 
in the centre called the place d' a rlJles, the sides of 
which are parallel ,vith the curtains of the citadel. 
The north-east, north-west, and south-west 
bastions, are surmounted by cavaliers \vhich ap
 
pear to be wen arrned with cannon mounted 
en barbette. 


BATTLE OF TOULOUSE, page 124. 
Return of the killed, ,vounded, and nlissincr 
0' 
of the army under the command of Field-l\farshal 
the l\Iarquis of 'Vellington, K. B., at the battle 
of Toulouse, April 10, 1814. 


Rank 
Officers. Serj ean ts. and Total Loss. 
File. 
Killed 31 21 543 595 
\V ounded 248 123 3675 . 4046 
l\lissing 3 0 15 18 
The above loss as under: 
Kil1ed. Wounded. lVIissing. 
British 312 1795 . 17 
Spanish . 205 1722 1 
Portuguese . 78 539 0 
Horses 62 59 2.* 
:it: Wellington's Despatches. 
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CURIOUS OCCURRENCE, page 126. 


" The left ,ving had but just established itself 
in its position surrounding Bayonne, \vhen the 
attention of the ,vhole corps ,vas directed to a 
singular appearance, ,vhich Buonaparte, in his 
iInitation of the Rornans, ,vould not have fai1ed 
to convert into an Olnen of good success. It was 
an Ìlnmense flight of large eagles, \v hich kept 
hovering in the air and continued in sight for 
several days. Occasionally they \vere seen to 
alight on the lo,y sandy Leach bet\veen the 
Adour and the rocky coast about Biarits; at 
length the asselllbled Inultitudes rose high in the 
air and flew off in a direct line to\vards Orthes. 
It is not ilnprobable that they \vere the same 
flight of birds ,vhich for month", after the battle 
of '''ltoria ,vere seen constantly freq uen ting that 
scene of action, sometin1es in such numbers as to 
make it alarming, if not dangerous, to roam singly 
over the field." 


ANECDOTE, page 126. 


" The enerny erected a tall nlast on the cavalier 
of the south-\vest bastion, supporting a sort of 
round top, boarded at the sides, for the purpose 
of placing there a sentinel, ,vho \vas thus enabled 
VOL. II. 2 B 



370 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
to overlook the positions of the allies all round. 
This \vas a subject of great jealousy to our 
soldiers, ,vho were anxious to see the first cannon 
directed against so dangerous an overseer, \VhOlTI 
they al\vays designated by the name of 'Jack in 
the box.' l\lany of them alnused themselves in 
dra\ving rude sketches on the garden walls and 
sides of the houses with burnt sticks, apparently 
consoling themselves by representing 'Jack in his 
box,' with outstretched arlllS, in the mOlnent of 
expiring fronl a cannon-shot, ,vhich was duly 
depicted: their anilTIosity was, in fact, very parti- 
cular]y directed against tþis, as they called it, un. 
fair ad vantage." * 


FRENCH ARTILLERY PRACTICE, page 127. 
"Occasional instances occurred which sho,ved 
the extrelne accuracy of the French artillery-men 
in pointing their cannon, and afforded the most 
convincing proofs of the absolute necessity of 
keeping our sentinels in places where they could 
not be discovered, and where, through holes 
pierced for that purpose in the garden \valls, or 
through the hedges, they could observe the ene- 
my's movelnents without necessary exposure. A 
soldier of the German Legion had been posted 
at the angle of a large house, with directions to 
look round the corner from time to tilne, but on 
· Batty. 
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no account to remain exposed. Unfortunately 
he placed one leg beyond the angle of the build- 
ing, and in a moment after\vards it "ras carried 
off by a cannon-shot. '-rhis might have been 
accidental, but a second and third instance im- 
mediately follo,ving served to convince us it ,vas 
not so. A soldier of the light infantry, belong- 
ing to those stationed at St. Bernard under the 
command of Lord Saltoun, ,vas posteù behind 
a breast\vork dug across the road which leads 
from the suburb of St. Etienne to,vards Bouraut, 
not far from the bank of the Adour. This road 
was looked do,vn upon from the citadel, and ,vas 
guarded with extreme jealousy by the enemy. 
'-rhe soldier ,vas desired occasionally to look over 
the breast\vork, but al,vays to conceal hÍ1nself 
again as quickly as possible; he, ho,vever, had 
the rashness to stand boldly upright on it, and 
,vas instantaneously killed by a cannon-ban, \vhich 
literally cut hilTI in t\vo. 
"A similar instance of their accuracy in firing 
occurred on the 23rd of February, \vhen Colonel 
l\laitland's brigade took shelter behind the sand 
hills on the borders of the InarsÌ1 in front of the 
intrenched camp. A drummer in the 3rd bat- 
talion of the First Guards had got upon the 
sun1mit of the sand hili, but had not been there 
many moments before a cannon-shot, fired from 
a battery of the intrenched caillp nearest to the 
Adour, pierced the ground directly underneath 
2B2 
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his feet, and brought do,vn the frightened drlnn- 
mer headlong amongst his comrades below, ,vho 
were nluch amused on discovering that he had 
not sustained the slightest injury." 


CASUALTIES, page 131. 
" At the close of the action, the dead and 
wounded, along the high road and on the ground 
adjoining it, ,vere lying thicker than perhaps, in 
an equal extent, on any field of battle which took 
place during the war, not excepting "T aterloo, 
although the latter continued eight hours, whilst 
this ,vas over in three. Lord \Vellington, in 
riding over the ground, renlarked, that he had 
never observed so large a number of killed in so 
small a cOlnpass." 


Return of the killed, \vounded, and mIssIng, 
in the operation of the army, under the COnllTIand 
of Field-l\larshal the l\Iar q uis of \\T ellinoton 
b 
 
I{. G., in a sortie made by the garrison of Bay- 
onne, on the morning of the 14th of April 1814. 
Rank 
Officers. Serjeants. and 
File. 
139 
393 
223 


Total. 


Horses. 


J{illed 8 
"T ounded 36 
Missing 6 


8 
28 
7 


150 
457 
236 


o 
1 
0.* 


'I(: Wellington's Despatches. 
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l\I1LITARY COXVENTION OF THE 18TH APRIL, 181 f t, 
page 132. 


Field-l\larshal the l\Iarquis of "r ellington and 
the l\larshals the Duke of Dalmatia and the Duke 
of Albufera being desirous of concluding a sus- 
pension of hostilities bet\veen the armies under 
their respective orders, and of agreeing upon a 
line of denlarcation, have named the undermen- 
tioned officers for that purpose; viz. on the part 
of the l\Iarq uis of "r ellington, l\Iajor-General 
Sir George l\Iurray, and l\Iajor-General Don 
Luis "Tilnpffen; and, on the part of the Duke 
of Dahnatia and of the Duke of Albufera, the 
General of Division, Count Gazin. 
These officers having exchanged their full 
po,vers have agreed upon the follo\ving articles. 
ART. I. 
From the date of the present convention there 
shall be a suspension of hostilities bet\,,'een the 
allied arnlies under the orders of Field-l\Iarshal 
the l\larq uis of "r ellington, and the arnlies of 
France under the orders of l\larshal the Duke of 
Dalnlatia and of )Iarshal the Duke of Albufera. 
ART. II. 
Hostilities shall 110t be reco111menced on either 
part lvithout a previous notice being given of 
five days. 
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ART. III. 

"he lilnits of the departlnent of the Haute 
Garonne, \vith the departments of Arriege, Aude, 
and Tarn, shall be the line of demarcation 
between the armies as far as the to\vn of Buzet, 
on the river '1'arn. 'The line will then follow 
the course of the Tarn to its junction with the 
Garonne, making a circuit, ho\vever, on the Jeft 
bank of the Tarn opposite l\lontauban, to the 
distance of three quarters of a league from the 
bridge of 1\lontauban. FrOin the mouth of the 
river 'farn, the line of demarcation will follow 
the right bank of the Garonne, as far as the 
linlits of the departinent of the Lot and Garonne, 
vvith the department of La Gironde. It will 
then pass by La Reole, Sanveterre, and Rauzan, 
to the Dordogne, and ,,,ill foIlo\v the right bank 
of that river, and of the Gironàe, to the sea. In 
the event, ho\vever, of a different line of demar- 
cation having been already determined by J-Aieu- 
tenant-General the Earl of Dalhousie and Gene- 
ral Decden, the line fixed upon by those officers 
shall be adhered to.. 
ART. I''''. 
Hostilities shall cease also on both sides in 
regard to the places of Bayonne, St. Jean de Pied 
de Port, Navarreins, Blaye, and the castle of 
I..Aourdes. 
The Governors of these places shall be allowed 
to provide for the daily subsistence of the garri- 
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sons in the adjacent country, the garrison of 
Bayonne ,vith a circuit of eight leagues from 
Bayonne, and the garrisons of the other places 
nanled ,vithin a circuit of three leagues round 
each place. 
Officers shall be sent to the garrisons of the 
above places to conlnlunicate to thenl the ternlS 
of the present convention. 
ART. \T. 
The to\VI1 and forts of Santona shall be 
evacuated by the French troops, and made over 
to the Spanish forces. The French garrison ,vin 
remove ,vith it all that properly belongs to it, 
together \yith such arnlS, artillery, and other 
Inilitary effects as have not been the property 
originally of the Spanish governnlent. 
The l\Iarq uis of ,,-r ellington ,,,,ill deternline 
"rhether the French garrison of Santona shall 
return to France by land or by sea, and, in either 
case, the passage of the garrison shall be secured, 
and it \vill be directed upon one of the places or 
l>orts nlost contiguous to the army of the Duke 
of Daltnatia. 
The 
hips of ,var or other vessels 1l0\V in the 
harbour of Santona, belonging to France, shall be 
allo\ved to proceed to Rochfort ,vith passports 
for that purpose. 
'fhe Duke of Dalmatia \vill send an officer to 
comulunicate to the French General cOlnrnanding 
in Santona the ternlS of the present convention, 
and cause thenl to be conlplied "ith. 
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ART. VI. 
'fhe fort of Venasque shall be made over as 
soon as possible to the Spanish troops, and the 
French garrison shall proceed by the most direct 
route to the headquarters of the French arlny: 

"he garrison will remove with it the arlllS and 
ammunition which are originally French. 
ART. VII. 
The line of demarcation between the allied 
armies and the arnlY of 1\1arshal Suchet, shall be 
the line of the frontier of Spain and France, fronl 
the l\Iediterranean to the limits of the depart- 
ment of the Haute Garonne. 
ART. VIII. 
The garrison of all the places \v hich are oc- 
cupied by the troops of the army of the Duke 
of Albufera shall be allowed to return without 
delay into France. These garrisons shall reillove 
with them an that properly belongs to thein, as 
also the arms and artillery which are originally 
French. 
'rIte garrison of 1\1 urniedro and of Peniscola 
shall join the garrison of "fortosa, and these 
troops will then proceed together by the great 
road, and e?ter France by }:)erpignan. "fhe day 
of the arrival of these garrisons at Gerona, the 
fortresses of Figueras and of Rosas shall be made 
over to the Spanish troops, and the French 
garrisons of these places shall proceed to Per- 
plgnan.. 
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As soon as information is received of the 
French garrisons of l\lurviedro, Peniscola, and 
Tortosa, having passed tbe Frencb frontier, the 
place and forts of Barcelona shall be nlade over 
to the Spanish troops, and the French garrisons 
shall march inlnlediately for Perpignan. 'fhe 
Spanish authorities \vill provide for the necessary 
111eanS of transport being supplied to the French 
garrisons on their ITlarch to the frontier. 
Ffhe sick or \younded of any of the French 
garrisons \vho are not in a state to move \vith 
the troops, shall remain and be cured in the 
hospitals ,vhere they are, and "Till be sent into 
France as soon as they have recovered. 
ART. IX. 
From the date of the ratifications of the pre- 
sent couyention, there shall not be removed frolll 
Peniscola, l\lurviedro, Tortosa, Barcelona, .01' any 
of the other places, any artillery, arn1S, anlmu- 
uition, or any other Inilitary effects belonging to 
the Spanish governtnent. And the provisions 
renlaining at the evacuation of these places shall 
be 111ade over to the Spanish authorities. 
ART. X. 
'rhe roads shall be free for the passage of 
couriers through the cantonlYJents of both arnlÎes, 
provided they are furnished ,vith regular pass- 
ports. 
ART. XI. 
During the continuance of the present COl1veu- 
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tion, deserters from either army shall be arrested, 
and shall be delivered up if demanded. 
ART. XII. 
The navigation of the Garonne shall be free 
from Toulouse to the sea, and all boats in the 
service of either arnlY, elnployed in the river, 
shall be allowed to pass unmolested. 
ART. XIII. 
The cantonments of the troops shall be arrang- 
ed so as to leave a space of two leagues at least 
bet\veen the quarters of the different armies. 
ART. XIV. 
The movements of the troops for the establish- 
ment of their cantonlnents, shall comnlence Î1n- 
mediately after the ratification of the present 
convention. 
The ratification is to take place ,vithin twenty- 
four hours for the arluy of the Duke of Dal- 
111atia, and within forty-eight hours for the army 
of the Duke of Albufera. 
Done in triplicate at 'foulouse on the 18th of 
April, 1814.* 
(Signed) 
G. MURRAY, 
M. G. & Q.l\I. G. 


(A pprouvé) 
Le M.Due 
D' ALBUFERA. 


(Signed) 
LUIS WIl\IPFFEK, 
Gefe de E. IV!. G. 
De Campaña de ]os 
Exercitos Espãnoles. 


(Confirmed) 
WELLINGTON. 


(Signed) 
DE GAZAN, 
Le Lieut. General. 


(Approuvé) 
M. Due De 
DALMATIA. 


· Appendix F, Account of the War in Spain and PortugaJ, 
page 433. 
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LAST GENERAL ORDER TO THE PE
INSULAR ARMY, 
page 136. 


" Adjutant-General's Office, 
Bordeaux, 14th June, 1814. 
" The Commander of the Forces, being upon the 
})oint of returning to England, takes this oppor- 
tunity of congratulating the arlny upon the re- 
cent events ,vhich have restored peace to their 
country and to the ,vorld. 
" 'l"he share ,vhich the British arnlY has had in 
producing these events, and the high character 
,vith ,vhich the arlny ,vill quit this country, ll1ust 
be equally satisfactory to every individual be- 
longing to it, as they are to the Comn-Jander of 
the Forces, and he trusts that the troops \vill con- 
tinue the sall1e good conduct to the last. 
"The COlnmander of the Forces once nlore rc- 
quests the army to accept l1is thanks. 
"Although circurrJstances may alter the rela- 
tions in \v hich he has stood to\vards theln for 
S0111e years, so much to his satisfaction, he assures 
thenl he ,,,ill never cease to feel the \Varnlest in- 
terest in their \velfare and honour; and that he 
,vill at all times be happy to be of any service to 
those to \vhose conduct, discipJine, and gallantry, 
their country is so 111uch indebted." 
(Signed) " E. :\1. Packenham, A. G/' 


· \Vellington's Despatches. 
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A l..IST OF REGIMENTS WHICH SERVED IN 1'HE PE- 
NINSULA that were not present at \Vaterloo, 
with the nUlnber of honorary distinctions they 
are permitted to bear on their colours for their 
serVIces In that country and the South of 
France. 


3rd Dragoon Guards 4 
5th do.. 4 
3rd Light Dragoons 4 
4 th"" 6 
14th "" 6 
9th Lancers . I 
2nd Foot 8 
3rd " 7 
5th " . J 2 
6 th " 8 
36th " . 10 
37th " I 
38th " 10 
39th " 7 
43rd " . 12 
45th " . 14 
47th " 4 
48th " . II 
50th " 8 
53rd " 7 
57th " 6 
58th " 6 
5Ðth " 5 
60th " . 16 
61st " 8 
To the above may be added the 94th and 
97th regiments, with others disbanded before 
permission to assume the badges was conceded, 
but equally deserving of distinction with those 
on \VhOlll they ,vere conferred. 


7th Foot 


9 
9 
1 
7 · 
5 
8 
7 
5 
7 
7 
1 
9 


9th 
10th " 
11 th " 
20th " 
24th " 
26th " 
29th " 
31st " 
34 th " 
62nd " 
66th " 
67th " 
68 th " 
74th " 
76th " 
8Ist " 
82nd " 
83rd " 
84th " 
85 th " 
87 th " 
88th " 
9Ist " 


" 


2 


6 
. II 
3 
2 
7 
. 11 
2 
3 
7 
. ] I 
9 
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NAPOLEON'S PLAN OF ATTACK, page 145. 


'" I had,' resumed the Emperor, 'combined a 
bold nlanæuvre, ,vith a vie,v of preventing the 
junction of the hostile arnlies. I had c01l1bined 
my cavalry into a single corps of t\venty thousand 
lnen, and appointed it to rush into the midst of 
the Prussian cantonlnents. rrhis bold attack, 
which ,vas to be executed on the 14th ,vith the 
rapidity of lightning, seemed likely to decide the 
fate of the calnpaign. French troops never cal- 
culate the number of an enenlY's force: they care 
not ho,,," they shed their blood in success: they 
are invincible in prosperity. But I \vas cOlnpelled 
to change nlY plan. Instead of nlaking an un- 
expected attack, I found myself obliged to en- 
gage in a regular battle, having opposed to me 
t\VO combined arnlies, supported by ilnmense 
reserves. rrhe enenlY's forces quadrupled the 
number of ours. I had calculated all the dis- 
advantages of a regular battle. The infamou
 
desertion of Bourillont forced me to change all 
my arrangements. To pass over to the enemy 
on the eve of a battle !-atrocious! 1"he blood of 
his fello,v-countrYlnen be on his head! The ma- 
lediction of France ,vill pursue hiIn !' ,,* 


· Voice from St. Helena. 
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BATTLE OF LIGNY, page 159. 


Fron1 its immediate connexion with the battles 
of Quatre-Bras and Waterloo, a brief sketch of 
the sanguinary engagement at Ligny will be 
gIven. 
Although burning to commence his attack 
upon his old and formidable antagonist, the bad 
roads and inclement \veather that delayed Bu- 
low's march, prevented the completion of Napo- 
leon's dispositions until the day was far advanced. 
Blucher's * position em braced the heights between 
Bry and SOlnbref, ,vith the villages of Ligny and 
St. Amand in front. The ground was ,veIl adapt- 
ed for defence, t the surface being undulated 
and broken, and covered with farm-yards and 
orchards. The villages were naturally strong, 
standing on the crest of a ravine, skirted by trees 
and copse-wood. 
At three o'clock Napoleon's order of battle was 
conlpleted, and Vandamme's corps con1menced 


· Blucher's earlier career was in the service of the Prussian 
monarch. He left it on his own solicitation, and his discharge 
is curious and characteristic. Frederick wrote the following 
note, and addressed it to the commandant of his regiment: 
" Captain Yon Blucher has leave to resign, and may go to 
the devil as soon as he pleases. " FREDERICK." 
t The entire position measured about four miles from right 
to left, and was occupied by nearly 70,000 infantry and H,OOO 
cavalry, with 252 pieces of artillery: of nearly similar strength 
were the forces of the assailants. 
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the engagement by attacking the village of St. 
Amand. 
The French leader's judgment ,vas correct 
in selecting the right of the Prussians for his 
first effort. It ,vas the more assailable, because 
Blucher, anxious to secure his centre at Ligny, 
bad concentrated his best troops there; and from 
the Prussian position being considerably in ad- 
vance of Quatre-Bras, had Napoleon effected his 
object, and turned the right flank, he must cer- 
tainly have succeeded in cutting off the commu- 
nication bet\veen the allied cOlnmanders, as he 
\vould have possessed the great road from Namur 
to Nivelles. Napoleon's calculations \vere just; 
and the Prussian centre ,vas materially \\"eakened 
by sending succours to tbe right. 
At first the impetuosity of the French attack 
,vas successful, and Petit .A.mand ""as carried by 
Lefol's brigade \vith the bayonet. Blucher in 
person re-attacked the village, and in turn the 
French ""ere expelled. These varying successes 
led to a Inurderous conflict. Girard's -'* division 
came to 'T andamme's support, and succeeded in 
gaining the churchyard, ,vhile Blucher held the 


* Fronl the similarity of sound, the names of Gerard and 
Girard have been frequently confused. The latter conlmanded 
a division of the reserve (2nd corps) under Vandanlme; Ge- 
rard had the 4th corps, or army of the )Iosel1e. Girard was 
killed in the attack on St. Amand: Gerard survived the cam- 
paign, and subsequentl)? was General en chef at the siege of 
Antwerp_ 
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heights above the village in such force as render- 
ed any forward movement of the French imprac- 
ticable. 
FroIn this conflict on the right the battle gra- 
dually extended, until the opposing arlnies were 
generally engaged: Ligny ,vas furiously assauJt- 
ed, while Grouchy endeavoured to turn the Prus- 
sian left at SOlD bref. 
Nothing could equal the fury "vith \vhich every 
part of the position ,vas assailed but the obsti- 
nacy with which it \vas defended. Every orchard 
and enclosure \vas only to be carried after a san- 
,guinary encounter. 1.'he villages ,vere furiously 
contested; the combatants fought hand-to-hand; 
regiment met regîment with the bayonet; and 
Ligny, \vithin the space of five hours, ,vas six 
times won and lost. This seemed the chosen 
field of slaughter; the streets were heaped with 
dead; reserves, coming froln ejther arnlies as bat- 
talions, one after another \vere annihilated. T\vo 
hundred pieces of cannon poured their torrents of 
round and grape upon the village. '-rhe French 
columns at last gained ground: the Prussian 
charge of cavalry failed in repulsing them; and 
in attempting to repel the cuirassiers, Blucher was 
dismounted, and escaped death or captivity by a 
miracle.* 


· The French cavalry fonowed up their success, and then it 
was that Blucher so narrowly escaped captivity, - a fate that, 
to him, would have been worse than death itself. His horse, a 
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Evening came
 -- the battle raged ,vith un- 
abated fury-both anl1ies fighting \vith desperate 
fierceness, and as yet no decisive ad vantage gain- 
ed. The French 'vere masters of the burning' 
village; the mill of Bussey and heights conl- 
manding Ligny '\
ere still occupied by the Prus- 
s]ans. 
rrhese Napoleon deternlined to carry by a 
grand effort, and the lnlperial Guard, the reserve 
of the fourth corps
 and a brigade of cuirassiers, 
under a storn1 of artillery, trayersed the village 
and assailed the mill and heights; a desperate 
encounter ensued. 'fhe Inlperial Guard attacked 
the Prussian squares ,vith the bayonet, \vhile at 


beautiful grey charger, the gift of the Prince Regent of Eng- 
land, had been wounded: it broke down, and fell just as the 
lancers turned to fly from the pursuing enemy. "Now, Nos- 
titz, I anI lost ! " said the gallant rider to his aide-de-camp, at the 
nloment that he sunk beneath the dying steed. Count Nostitz, 
who, in the confusion, }Jad alone renlained by his side, instantly 
leaped to the ground, and, sword in hand, stood over his fallen 
chiet
 while the whole body of the French cavalry passed on, 
totally unmindful of the group. Before, however, the Count 
could take advantage of the calm, and extricate the General 
from beneath the dead charger, the Prussians had turned upon 
their pursuers, and forced the cuirassiers to retrograde as f?st 
as they had come; 80 that the who]e of the broken rout again 
rushed by the fallen marshal. As soon as the Prussians (who 
knew nothing of what had happened to their leader) arrived, 
Nostitz seized the bridle of a non-commissioned officer's horse, 
and, with the aid of the soldier, placed the bruised and almost 
insensible con I}}ander in the sadd]e, and hurried hirl1 from the 
field. 


VOL. II. 


Q c 
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the same moment the rival cavalry \vere charging. 
. Neither party would yield ground; the ground 
was heaped with corpses, blood flowed in torrents, 
and still the battle raged. Darkness, however, 
favoured the advance of a French division, which 
had nlade a circuitous movelnent froln the vil- 
lage, the Prussians found their flank turned and 
the enelny on the point of attacking their rear. 
Without a reserve, for that had been already 
detached to strengthen the right, and having 
ascertained that 'Vellington could hardly main- 
tain hilnself at Quatre Bras, and that Bulow 
could not get up in time, Blucher determined 
to retreat on Tilly and unite hin1se]f with the 
fourth corps. A t ten 0' clock the order to fall 
back was given, and the centre and right retro- 
graded in perfect order. Forming again within 
a quarter of a league of the field of battle, they 
recommenced their retreat; and, unmolested by 
the enemy, retired upon "\iV avre, while the 
French occupied the ground the Prussians had 
abandoned, and bivouacked on the beights. 
Zeithen, ,vho commanded the fight of the 
Prussians, evaded Vandalnme's attelnpts to de- 
tain him and fell back, keeping his communica- 
tions with the centre unbroken, wllile Theihnan 
repulsed Grouchy's attack upon Sombref, and 
after holding the village of Bire during the 
night, retreated at daylight and formed a junc- 
tion \vith Bulo\v at Gemblaux. 



BATTLE OF LIGNY. 


387 


" Blucher's retreat ,vas most judicious. He cal- 
culated that the English cOlnmander must fall 
back from Quatre Bras, and accordingly by re- 
tiring upon "r avre, his line of retreat \vas parallel 
,vith that of 'Vellington upon 'Vaterloo. 
" It may be anticipated that the loss sustained 
in this long and desperate conflict ,vas on both 
sides tremendous. Buonaparte stated his killed 
and \vounded at three thousand men; but it has 
been clearly ascertained that it amounted to 
double that number. '"fhe Prussians suffered 
dreadfu By. '"fher left fifteen thousand men 
upon the field- and they may be stated as 
having perished;* for the unrelenting ferocity 
\vith \vhich both sides fought, prevented quarter 
from being asked or giv'en. Fifteen pieces of 
cannon, \vbich Blucher had abandoned, c0111prised 
the trophies of the victory, if a battle gained 
under such circu.111stances, and unattended \vith 
a single important result, deserves that title." 


A
ECDOTES OF THE 'VOUNDED AND MISSING, pag;e 160. 


" 'Vent to the hospitals, and sa\v at tbe doors. 
prodigious cro\vds of fe111ales, \vaiting to admi- 


'* Each army had lost about twel ve thousand men in killed 
and wounded; fe\-\! or no prisoners were taken by either party: 
the field of battle, with about thirty dismounted guns, were the 
only trophies that remained in the hands of the French. 
2 C 2 . 
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nister succour to tbe wounded: officers and pri- 
vates were found lying indiscriluinately together, 
but very clean; females of rank attending thelTI 
,vith surprising zeal. Saw soldiers slightly \vound- 
ed, in the field, using the French cuirasses as 
frying-pans to dress their victuals. In one place 
sa\v thirty-six out of seventy-three \vho had lost 
either a leg or an arm, besides flesh wounds. Vi- 
sited another hospital, containing four hundred and 
twenty wounded, half English and half French; 
all \vell taken care of, and very clean. They had 
aU Port wine and strong soups; but many \vere 
in a dying state; otbers, the sight quite gone. 
Returning, witnessed a shocking sight, i. e. the 
dead dra\vn along by fish-hooks. They were 
going to be buried in the fields by peasants. 
* * * * * 


" 
let waggons full of \vounded, crying out from 
extrelne suffering. 'l"he \;vater everywhere quite 
red. There were twenty thousand wounded at 
one time in Brussels. All the wells at 'Vaterloo 
spoiled by throwing men into then1. Churches 
still full of \vounded. No inhabitants round 'Va- 
terloo. 'Ve took a large quantity of camphor 
with us as a preventive against infection. 'Vere 
much annoyed by the incalculable SWarll1S of car- 
rion flies, preying on the carcasses of the borses 
which still lie unburied. Owing to the dry \vea- 
ther, the ground cracks or opens, and as the 
bodies of the men buried are not above a foot 
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belo\v the surface, they may still be seen in many 
places. The Prussians obliged the peasants to 
bury the dead at the point of the bayonet; 111any 
,vere put to death for refusing. Since, horses and 
Dlen have been burnt together. 
. * * * * 


" Coming frOl1l "r aterloo passed forty ,vaggons 
of ,,"ounded crying out; the men had been in 
cottages, and not able to be moved before; 
any 
died instantaneously; others ,vere in a putrid 
state-a kind of living death! " 


* 


* 


* 


* 


'* 


"On the field aillong the ,,'ounded, ,ve disco- 
vered a French soldier, I110St dreadfully cut 
do,vn the face, and one of his legs broken by a 
111usket ball; conlnlon humanity induced nle to 
offer hin1 assistance; he eagerly requested some 
drin k; having a flask of ,veak gin and ,vater 
I had taken purposely for the \vounded, I gave 
it hitn, and could not help relnarking ho\v 111any 
thousand had suffered for the ambition of one 
man. He returned me the flask, and looking 
,vith a savage pride on the dead bodies that lay 
in heaps around him, he crieò, as strong as his 
\veakness \vonld allo,v hil11, , Vive .1\T(lpoleon.' la 
g;loire de la Fra nee! ' " 
. * . . . 


" An officer of the 2nd Life Guards ,vas anlongst 
the number 111issing after the battle; more than 
three ,veeks passed a,vay \vithout bringing any 



390 DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 
tidings of hilll, and he was supposed to be dead; 
but, to the astonishlIlent of everybody, he walk- 
ed one day into Brussels in a most deplorable 
condition. His beard, the gro\vt.l) of a month, 
swept his breast; his face was burnt a bright 111a- 
hogany colour; he had never been washed, and 
he \vas clothed in the most miserable rags. He 
had been taken prisoner by the French, and had 
been hurried a\vay with them in their flight. For 
three or four days they had cOlTIpelled him to 
accompany them; when he had fortunately 11lade 
his escape in some lonely part of France, he did 
not know \vhere, and had literally begged his 
way back to Brussels." 
* * * * * 


" An officer of the Enniskillen dragoons, who 
had fallen from his horse in consequence of a 
-\evere wound, found hilTISelf, on recovering his 
senses, placed between the \vheels of a French 
gun ,,,,hieh ,vas blazing away over his head." 
* * * * * 


The follo\ving noble trait of British humanity 
deser\'es to be recorded:- 
" At t.he conclusion of the battle, there was not 
a drop of ,vater to be had upon the field, and the 
poor \vounded men \vere dreadfully torlllented 
\vith thirst. Fatigued as our officers lTIUst have 
been \\Tit.h the incessant toil of this glorious day, 
Ilunlbers of those ,vllo were ,,'ounded, 1110unted 
their horses, galloped to \'{ aterloo, a distance of 
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at least two miles, and returned to the field \vith 
as rnany canteens as they could carry full of 
water, for the relief of the ,vounded." 


HOUGOl\'IONT, page 170. 


" Hougomont* is comprised of an old tower, and 
chapel, and a number of offices, partly surround- 
ed by a farm-yard. I t had also a garden, inclosed 
by a high strong brick-,vall; and round the garden, 
a wood of beech, an orchard, and a hedge, by 
,vhich the ,vall ,vas. concealed; in another part, 
there ,vas a pond, serving as a moat. Steps ,vere 
taken to strengthen these means of defence by 
loop-holing, or perforating the ,valls, for the fire 
of lllusketry; and erecting scaffolding, to give 
the troops ,vithill an opportunity of firing frOITI 
the top of the ,vall. The enemy's cannon could 
only be brought to bear upon the upper part of 
the \valls and buildings, and the great damage it 
received ,vas by shells." 


· Its name, according to ancient tradition, comes from the 
circumstance, that the hill on which is at present the neigh- 
bouring plantation, was covered with large pines, the rosin of 
which was in great request. The place was hence called 
GOl110nt, for Gomme 1\lont, or 1\lont de Gomme. This château 
has existed for ages, and belonged to the family of Arrazo]a 
Deonatc. 
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CHARGE OF THE HEAVY DRAGOO
S, page 176. 


" At this critical and awful nloment, Lord Ux- 
bridge galloped up; the three regiments of 
cavalry \vere in the Inost nlasterly style "\\Theeled 
into line, and presented a lllost beautiful front of 
about thirteen hundred n1en: as his lordship rode 
down the line, he was received by a general shout 
and cheer from the brigade. After having taken 
a short survey of tbe force and threatening at- 
titude of the enemy, and finding the Highland 
brigade, although still presenting an unbroken 
front, upon the point of being on both sides out- 
flanked by an inlmense superiority of numbers, 
his lordship deterrnined upon a charge, which, for 
the wonderful intrepidity of its execution, and 
its c0111plete success, has rarely been equalled, and 
certainly never surpassed. "rbe Royals appeared 
to take the lead, while the Greys preserved a 
beautiful line at speed; more to the left over the 
cross-road, near \v bieh spot their brave chief, 
Colonel Hamilton, fell. The charge Vias splendid. 
The l
rench completely broken, the eagles of the 
45th, and 105th taken, and near three thou- 
sand prisoners swept a\vay to the rear by the 
Inniskilleners." 
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INFANTRY AT WATERLOO, page 180. 


" 
"he declination of ground ,vas most favourable 
to the infantry \vho, under a trernendous cannon- 
ade, were thus, in a great measure, sheltered by 
their lying do\\"n by order. On the approach- 
the nlajestic approach-of the French column, 
the squares rose, and \vith a steadiness almost 
inconceivable, a\vaited, ,vithout firing, the rush 
of the cavalry; \vho, after making fruitless efforts, 
s\veeping the "Thole artiUery of the line, and re- 
ceiving the fires of the squares as they passed, 
retired, follo,ved by, and pell-nlell \vith, our o\vn 
cavalry, \vho forn1ed behind our squares, and ad- 
vanced on the first appearance (\v hicb ,vas unex- 
pected) of the enemy's squadrons." 


FIELD OF \VATERIIOO AT :NOON ON THE 19TH, 
page 187. 


"On a surface of t\VO square nliles, it ,vas as- 
certained that fifty thousand men and horses \vere 
lying! The luxurious crop of ripe grain \vhich 
had covered the field of battle ,vas reduced to 
litter, and beaten into the earth; and the surface, 
trodden do\vn by the cavalry, and furro,ved deep- 
ly by the cannon \v heels, strewn ,\\Tith many a 
relict of the fight. IIehuets and cuirasses, shat- 
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tered fire-arms and broken swords; all the variety 
of military ornaments; lancer caps and Highland 
bonnets; uniforms of every colour, plume and 
pennon; musical instruments, the apparatus of 
artillery, drulns, bugles; - but good God! why 
dwell on the harrowing picture of ' a foughten 
field? ' - each and every ruinous display bore 
III ute testimony to the misery of such a battle." 
* * * * * 


"Could the melancholy appearance of this 
scene of death be heightened, it would be by 
\vitnessing the researches of the living, amidst 
its desolation for the objects of their love. 1\10- 
thers and wives and children for days were oc- 
cupied in that mournful duty; and the confu- 
sion of the corpses, friend and foe intermingled 
as they \vere, often rendered the attelnpt at re- 
cognizing individuals difficult, and, in some cases, 
ÍInpossible." 
* * * * * 


" In many places the dead lay four deep upon 
each other, marking the spot some British square 
had occupied, when exposed for hours to the 
murderous fire of a I?rench battery. Outside, 
lancer and cuirassier were scattered thickly on 
the earth. IVladly attenlpting to force the ser- 
ried bayonets of the British, tliey had fallen in the 
bootless essay, by the Inusketry of the inner files. 
Farther on, you traced the spot where the ca- 
valry of France and l
nglalld had encountered. 
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Chasseur and hussar were intermingled; and 
the heavy Norman horse of the Imperial Guard 
,,,,ere interspersed ,vith the grey chargers ,vhich 
had carried Albyn's chivalry. Here the High- 
lander and tirailleur lay, side by side, together; 
and the heavy dragoon, ,vith ' green Erin's' badge 
upon his hehnet, ,vas grappling in death "rjth the 
Polish lancer." 


* 


*' 


. 


. 


. 


"On the sUlnmit of the ridge, ,vhere the ground 
,vas cun1bered ,,,,ith dead, and trodden fetlock- 
deep in ll1ud and gore, by the frequent rush of 
rival cavalry, the thick-stre,vn corpses of the 
Ilnperial Guard pointed out the spot ,,'here 
Napoleon had been defeated. Here, in column, 
that favoured corps, on ,vhon1 his last chance 
rested, had been annihilated; and the advance 
and repulse of the Guard ,yas traceable by a 
mass of fallen Frenchmpn. In the hollo,v belo,v, 
the last struggle of France had been vainly made; 
for there the old Guard, ,vhen the middle bat- 
talions had been forced back, attempted to lljeet 
the British, and afford tin1e for their disorganiz- 
ed companions to rally. Here the British left, 
\vhich had converged upon the French centre, 
had COine up ;-and here the bayonet closed the 
con test. 
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EFFECTIVE STRENGTH of the BRITISH, KING'S GER:\IAN, 
and IIANOVERIAN ARTILLERY, previous to the 16th, 17th, 
and 18th June 1815. 


Troops and Brigades. 


Ordnance. 


N. C. 
Officers 
& Men. 


To what 
attached. 


About 
l\Iajor Bull's troop . . . . . . . . 6 hy. 5à in. hòw. 175 
Lieut,.Col. Smith's ditto . . . . . . 5 do. 6 pro 1 hy. do. 175 
Lieut.-CoI. Sir R. Gardiner's . . . . 5 do. 6 pr. 1 do .. 175 j To the 
Captain ""'}lÍnyate's . . . . . . G do. G pro & rock 175 cavalry. 
{;aptain ,Mercer's . . . . . . . . 5 nine pr.l hy.. how. 175 
l\lajor Ramsay's . . . . . . . . 5 do. .. . do. ... 175 
- 
Capt. Sandham's brigade, R. B. A. 5 do. do. 200 } 1st divi. 
. . . . .. . .. . sion in. 
l\Iajor Kuhlman's troop, K. G. H. A. . . 5 do. . .. do. . .. 175 fautry. 
Capt. Bolton's hrigade, R. B. A. . . . . 5 do. .. . do. . .. 200 } 2d do. 
l\Iajor Symphen's troop, K. G. H, A. . . 5 do. .. . do. .. . 175 
,Major Lloyd's brigade, R. B. A. . . . . 5 do. . .. do. . .. 200 } 3d do. 
l\Iajor Clee\'e's do. K. G. A. . . . . . . 5 do. . .. do. . .. 200 
IUajor Brome's do. R B. A. . . . . . . 5 do. .. . do. o. . 200 
 4th do. 
Capt. de Rettberg do. H. A. . . . . . . 5 do. .. . do. . .. 200 
 
1\1 ajor Rogers do. R. B. A. . . . . . . 5 do. .. . do. ... 200 } 5th do, 
Capt. Braun do. H .A. .. . . . . 5 do. . .. do. . .. 200 
l\lajor An
tt's do. R. n. A. . . . . . . 5 do. . .. do. .. . 200 6th do. 
Lieut.-CoI. Sir H. Ross's troop, R. B. II. A. 5 do. .. . do. .. . 175 lIn 
l\lajor Beane's do. do. 5 light six pro 1 do. 175 re- 
. . . . f serve. 
Capt. Sinclair's brigal1e, R. B. A. . . . . 5 nine pro 1 do. 200 J 
- 
3,750 


RECAPITULATION OF ORDNANCE. 


I I Total. 
9 Pounder. Lt. 6-Pounder Hy. Howitzer 
- 
15 ... 3 18 
.. . 20 4 24 
.. . . .. 6 6 
10 .. . 2 12 
35 .. . 7 42 
5 . .. 1 6 
10 ... 2 12 
--- 
75 20 25 120 


I . 
{ 3 mne pounders trps. 
B. Horse Artillery 4 six do. light troops 
1 howi tzer, troops 
K. G. H. Artillery 2 nine pounders, do. 
Bri tish Artil1
ry. . 7 do. brigades . . 
K. Gennan Artillery 1 do. do. .. .. 
Hanoverian ditto . . 2 do. do. . . .. 


Total .. 
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A)I
IUNITIOl\ expended on the 16th, 17th, and 18th of June. 


TROOPS 
A
D BRIGADES. 



U)IBER OF ROUNDS EXPE
DED. 


16thJune. 
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18th June. 
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I 
Troops of Royal British Horse Artillery. 


c.o I 
---1-- 


Lt.-Co!. Sir R. Gardiner's ... 
- Sir"
 m. Smith's 
l\Iajor Bull's ... 
Captain 1\1 ercer's ... 
- "rhinyate's 
Late Major'Ramsay's 
Lieut.-Co!. Sir H. Ross's 
Late l\lajor Beans's 


l\Iajor Kulhman's oo. 
- Sympher's... 


King's German Horse Artillery. 
I 
130 . .. 


Brigades of British Artillery. 


C') 



.
31 ::: 
37 ... 


31 


Captain Sandham's 8... ... ... 
Late Captain Bolton's ..,; 4( ......... 
Late l\Iajol" Lloyd's ò.1 .-. 30 97... 

Iajor Brome's at Halle with the 4th division. 
- Rogers's I 90 I ... I 11 23... 
-- Unett's joined day after battle. ... 
Captain Sinclair's... I ... I ... I ... ... 


Captain Cleeves's ... 


Brigade of King's German Artillery. 


205 ... 


Hanoverian Brigades. 


Captain De Rettberg's ... 
Bßun's ... 


TOTAL... 


270... 24 
15 71... 7 
!J;;{ '

1 120 


17 


-.-- 
270... 53 


15 


566 


en 


113 
588 


560. 


436 


314 
335 


259 


411 


605 


438 
315 


· On the 17th, 21 rockets, and on the 18th, 52 ditto, were expended. 
t Total rounds expended, 10,441. 


58-1 
328 


... I 
I 


11 


1,049 
467 
6-11 


23 


4 


I Hea\ y 
5! In. 
Row. 


5 
82 
266 
84 


83 
30 
44 


54 
58 


78 


115 


25 


59 


39 
13 


6,312 1,697 1,035 
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DETAILS AND ANECDOTES. 


RETURN OF FRENCH ARTILLERY TAKEN AT 
\VATERLOO, page 192. 


12-pounder guns 35 12-pounder waggons 74 
6-pounder ditto 57 6-pounder ditto. 71 
6-inch howitzers 13 Howitzers ditto 50 
24-pounder ditto . 17 
Total 195 
Total cannons . 122 
Spare gun carriages. 
12-pounder 6 Forage waggons 20 
Howitzer 6 Waggons of Imp. Guard 52 
6- pounders 8 
Total 72 
20 
Grand total 409 


ANECDOTE OF VANDAMME, pag;e 194. 


" After being informed of the loss of the battle 
of Waterloo, Vandamme remained constantly with 
the rear-guard: it was under these circumstances 
that he ,vas severely wounded in the belly by a 
ball; notwithstanding his pain and loss of blood, 
he still remained on horseback. When he reach- 
ed the village, where the army had just halted, 
he dismounted from his horse; his breeches were 
full of blood. A surgeon offered to dre
s his 
wound - 'Let Ine alone,' said he; 'I have some- 
thing else to do.' He immediately began to 
examine the map, and to write his orders." 
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""ELLI
GTON'S AR:\IY. 


An army hastily dra\vn together, composed of 
the troops of various nations, amongst \v hich ,vere 
counted several brigades of inexperienced lnilitia, 
,vas the force the Duke of "r ellington had to 
oppose to one of the most forrnidable and best-ap- 
pointed armies ,vhich France ever produced. 
Every officer and soldier, I anl persuaded, did 
his duty; but the Duke of "r ellington alone 
,vas capable of giving union to such a force. No 
other nlan living could have rendered the service 
,vhich he perfoflned ,vith an arlny so cOlnposed. 
The British cavalry and artillery of this arnlY 
\vere superb and magnificent; superior, perhaps, 
to any force of the kind \vhich the ,vorld had 
ever seen; and 1\larshal Blucher, ,vho revie\ved 
the former a short time before the opening of the 
canlpaign, declared that he had not given the 
\vorld credit for containing so many fine men. 
The infantry, ,vho, after all, carried away the 
foremost honours of the day, ,,"ere inferior in 
point of men; there ,vere many second batta- 
lions, composed entirely of lads and recruits that 
had never seen a shot fired. 
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ANECDOTE OF COLONEL PONSONBY. 
Colonel I-IoI1. F. C. Ponsonby, in gallantly 
heading the first charge of the 12th dragoons, 
about eleven on the 18th, was disabled succes- 
sively in both arlTIS by sabre wounds. The reins 
dropped frOlTI one hand and his s\vord frool the 
other. ',,"hile in this situation he was knocked 
off his horse by a violent blo\v on the head which 
stunned hinl; he there lay for some tirne in a 
state of insensibility. On recovering his senses, 
he found hilTIself with his face to the ground, 
literally biting the dust. Raising himself to look 
about him, he was observed by a French lancer. 
who exclaimed-" AIz.! bl'iÆ'and, ill n'es pas 'JJlort 
donc!" and thrusting his lance t\vice through his 
body, left him for dead. The weapon having 
passed through his lungs, he ,vas inlmediately 
deprived of speech; so that, on two foreign sol- 
diers coming in succession to plunder him, he 
could only make a faint noise, to prove that he 
was still alive. They, ho\vever, pursued their 
object, and took even his segars, and left him 
to his fate. A French officer of tirail1eurs with 
his men halting where he lay, stooped do\vn and 
addressed him feelingly on the state of his 
wounds; the Colonel expressing a wish in the 
best manner he could to be removed to the rear, 
said he could not then, but that he should soon 
be back, when he ,voldd assist him, as the Duke 
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of Wellington ,vas dead, and that six English 
battalions had surrendered. The Colonel com- 
plaining of thirst, he put a bottle of brandy to 
his mouth; to this act of humanity he attributes 
his strength to go through his sufferings. A 
tirailleur, ho\vever, made a breast-\vork of his 
body and fired over him several titnes, gaily 
speaking to hinl all the \vhile. 


NAPOLEON"S TACTICS IN THE 'VATERLOO CAMPAIGN. 
Buonaparte has been severely censured for 
daring to attack "T ellington and Blucher* simul- 
taneously. Had different results attended the 
battles of Quatre Bras and Ligny, probably mili- 
tary criticisln on Napoleon's bold plans \vould 
have been lTIOre favourable. Ney seems certainly 
to have pointed out a safer course, and his idea 
of first over\vhehning the British, and after\vards 
taking the Prussians in detaIl, might have been 
more successful had it been adopted. But even 
adnlitting, in part! that Napoleon's "arrange- 
lTIents" \vere erroneous, they still \vere \vorthy 
of the vigorous and 11lartial spirit that planned 
them. His great mistake may be traced to a 
mind that refused to be controlled by cold cal- 
culation. He ainled at more than he could ac- 
complish. "Tith lÎ111ited Ineans he acted upon a 


'* General Berton, in what he calls his c, Précis Historique 
militaire et critique des Batailles de Fieurus et de \Yaterloo," 
says, that the French dispositions for the battle of Ligny 
evinced "le chef-d'æuvre du coup-d' æiI militaire," which he 
afterwards calls 'c Ie génie de 1a guerre." 
VOL. II. 2 D 
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great and comprehensive scheme; and, disdain- 
ing to recognise his weakness, he pursued an 
object delnanding anlpler resources than he 
possessed. 'rhis ,vas sufficiently proved by the 
result; for he was unable to gather the fruits 
of his triumph over the Prussians, whom he 
permitted to retreat without the slightest inter- 
ruption. His army contented itself with re- 
Inaining upon the ground it won so hardly, with- 
out even an attempt to harass the slowly retiring 
columns of the enelny. 
There have been conflicting statements as to 
whether Buonaparte did or did not know that 
Bulow ,vas in force in the rear of his right. 
N ey says, that Labedoyère brought him a lIles- 
sage froln the Emperor, that Grouchy, at seven 
o'clock, had attacked the extreme left of the 
Anglo-Prussian army, \vhile Girard states that 
at nine in the morning Napoleon knew that a 
Prllssian column, which had escaped the lVlar- 
shal (Grouchy) was advancing in his rear. 
Gneisenau affirms, that the fourth Prussian 
corps (Bulow's) moved from Dion-le-lVIont by 
"\iV avre on Saint Lanlbert at day-break. Certain- 
ly Buonaparte nlight have been acquainted with 
its advance, in the day; whether he was or was 
not, its arrival at 'Vaterloo in the evening de- 
cided that day and his destiny. 


THE END. 


Lonùon: Printed by Samuel Bentley, Bangor House, Shoe I...ane. 
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